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Motion

Increasing Women’s Participation in the Leqgislative Assembly

WHEREAS women comprise half of the population of the Northwest Territories;

AND WHEREAS women have been under-represented, accounting for no more than
15 per cent of Members of the Legislative Assembly in any given Assembly;

AND WHEREAS the lack of representation by women may have resulted in the
creation of legislation and policy that does not take their needs and concerns fully
into account, to the detriment of all Northwest Territories residents;

AND WHEREAS the Northwest Territories has the lowest percentage of women
Members of a Legislative Assembly in Canada, while representation has increased at
the federal level;

AND WHEREAS the United Nations has determined that a critical mass of at least
30 per cent women is needed before legislatures produce public policy representing
women's concerns, and before political institutions begin to change the way they do
business;

NOW THEREFORE | MOVE, seconded by the honourable Member for Range Lake,
that the Legislative Assembly supports the goal of increasing women's representation
in the Legislative Assembly to 20 per cent by 2023 and 30 per cent by 2027,

AND FURTHER, that Members of this Legislative Assembly work together and
individually to identify and implement a wide range of strategies, including positive
action, public debate, and training and mentoring for women as leaders, to achieve
these goals.
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