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WHEREAS this 17th Legislative Assembly has often spoken of and identified 
openness, transparency and accountability as being of utmost importance to all 
Members and the people of the Northwest Territories; 

AND WHEREAS the Government of the Northwest Territories currently lacks a 
single point of contact where Northwest Territories residents may take their 
concerns when they feel they have been impacted by unfair treatment in 
government administration; 

AND WHEREAS with the recent achievement of devolution, the Government of the 
Northwest Territories has marked a significant milestone in its evolution and has 
reached an unprecedented level of complexity; 

AND WHEREAS the Government of the Northwest Territories has undertaken a 
review of current practices which identified more than two dozen pieces of territorial 
legislation that establish statutory appeal mechanisms - evidence of the complexity 
of the territorial government that the average citizen has to engage with; 

AND WHEREAS nine Canadian provinces and Yukon have parliamentary 
ombudsman offices; 

AND WHEREAS an ombudsman office would complement the work of the Human 
Rights Commission by providing an advocacy support option for people who have 
legitimate complaints of unfair treatment not based on human rights grounds; 

AND WHEREAS the Human Rights Commission has indicated that they frequently 
get requests for help from people who have legitimate complaints about government 
treatment not based on human rights grounds, and that the Human Rights 
Commission would refer such people to an ombudsman if such an office existed ; 
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AND WHEREAS the need for a territorial ombudsman for the Northwest Territories 
was first raised in the Legislative Assembly over 20 years ago and was most 
recently debated in this House on June 8, 2012; 

AND WHEREAS, pursuant to Motion 12-17(4) of this Legislative Assembly, the 
matter of the potential role of a Northwest Territories ombudsman, whether stand­
alone or combined with another statutory office, and options for implementing such 
an office, was referred to the Standing Committee on Government Operations for 
research, review and analysis; 

AND WHEREAS, in response to Motion 12-17(4), the Standing Committee on 
Government Operations tabled its report on Establishing an Office of the 
Ombudsman for the Northwest Territories in the Legislative Assembly on June 4, 
2014; 

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, seconded by the honourable Member for Frame Lake, 
that the Government introduce legislation that will establish an ombudsman as an 
independent and non-partisan statutory officer; 

AND FURTHER, that the Government, in designing the appropriate legislation, refer 
to the report produced by the Standing Committee on Government Operations and 
work closely with the Office of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly to examine the 
options of both a stand-alone office and one that might combine with another 
statutory office. 

AND FURTHERMORE that the Government provide a response to this motion 
within 120 days. 


