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ARCHIVES BUILDING IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORINS

YELLOWKNIFE NUSEUM SOCIBTY

The Yellouknifes Miscum Sociaty subuitted a bried to the Comnissionar
and Council of thu Horthwest Terriloriss in JOctober 1964, entitlad Op
A copy of this briel is attached to this
paper &8 .ppendix .. Thu brisf raasonsd that & Territorial ..rchives
should by ouilt as soon as poasible in the Jorthwest Ter-itories, that

‘various types of records in Yellowknife ara insecurely and unsafely

housed, and that Yelloulknife would provide the most ccnvenient and logical

‘location for the erection of a Territorial ..rchives builcing. It slae

suggasted thet consideration cught to be given to plasin; the ..rchivos at
the present tize under cne roof with the Museum and possibly with othor
Registries and oflices of record.

When considering the construction of an archives building it should
be kept upparmost in mind that official government papers will always
form tho overvhelming tulk ol Lhe hol.ings of any such institution. If
records are of sufiicient importance to warrsnt parmnent proservation
they are likely to ba nseded for practical reference purposas from time
to time. This has certainly proven to be so in Ottawa, uhere frequent
reference to the Fublic ..rchives is made by various government depart-
ments, lexoving records to an archives building located reacte frea the
centre of government would be a slow, bothersome end expensive arrange-
ment, for the authorities vho originated thu records will uncoubtedly
make the most frequent referances to them, .. Tercitorial ..rchives should
only be tuilt at the seat ol Territorisl Govecnment. .nd a Torritorial
seat of government has not yet bean chosen. ''hen a site has been decided
on, then consideration should be given to building a Territorial Publie
archives. furthermore, uith such a relaiively small government as that of
the present Horthwest Territories, it -ould seem sansible 2nd economical
to ocombine in a Records Centre, storage ol non-current records along with
preservation of records deposited for permsnent retention in the archivos
oategory. It vould be even more imperative that such a Record Ceatre be
located in the seat ol the iforthwest Territorics Government.

The brief o the Yallowknife luseum Society meniions that many vital
records in Yellowinife are stored under conditicns that leave much to be
desired in terms of {ire protection and security. Uhile this say be so,
the problem 1s not one that will be rectifisd simply and easily br ercoting
an archives building. .a arc:ives houses records worthy ol preservation,
not in day-to-day use, btut some ol vhich may be referred to frequently.
Nany of the records msntioned in the brief of the Yellowknife iuseun
Society are in deily use; Court “ecords, iining lecorcs, ilogisters of Land
Titles, for instance. Thus the ansver Lo this problem is to press for the
provision of secure and fireproof record storage in each of the offices
dealing with these vital subjects, .. the likelihood is that many of these
matters will remain under the jurisdiction of the CGovernmant of Canacda for
a good many years to come, and will not be transferred to the Territorial
Govornment, construction of several suitable record storage facilities is
all the more important. No provincial erchives stores the recoris of
federal goverament regional offices located in provinzisl citi:s, and it
seenms unreallstic to axpect cesartm:mts of the feceral government active
in the Northuest Territories to place their racords in a Territorial
~rehives. :




Under these circurstances it is to be hoped that the federal govern-
ment will see its way to provide suitable stor:ge, eapecially for Court,
iilning and land racords, at the eecrlies® pos-ible date. Such storage
facilities are neaded now, and it seems they ero liltely to be needed for
a long time to come.

Pending the construction ol a Territorial ..rchives building in the
yet to be determined seat o the Territorial Government, government records
relevant to the history ol the Northwest Torritories rezain cispersed, tut
adequately stored, in various repositories in the vicinity of Ottawa.

However, the problon of valuable historicul rateriels belongzing to
private individuals remains. The contention of the Yelloulnife luseun
Society that private in.ividuals zisht yield up msterials to local custody,
but will not, in many cases, uish to secv the zaterial leave the Territories
seems to be a valid one. Therelore it is to be hoped thet the Yellowknife
Museun Society will conlinue to try to ac:uire such zaterials, and that
they will be successful in obtaining conations as valua®lo as tast of the
Henry Busse photographs. Consideration night be given to aiding the
Yellouwimife uscun Scciely in chtaining secure and fireprool storage
facilitiea for such nmaterisls.

2ecormendation:
The Commission therefcre recomrends

(1) that the Yellowknife iuceum Society be thaniked for their brief
on Territorlal ..rchives, and informed that for the reasons above,
it is not prudent at tha present time to p:ocoed with construec-
tion of a Territorial ..rchives buil ing on the linss they
suggest;

(2) encouragement be given to the activitias o the Yelloulnife
lmeeum Sociely, especially tc thair attaapts to collect privately
owned documentary; uaterials;

(3) that some financial assistance bo ;iven the Yellowknife iuseum
Society to acquire secure and fireproof storage for valuable
holdings of the type mentioned in (2).
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i BRIEF

ON TERRITORI.L PUSLIC (XCHIVES

PART I
INTRCDUCTURY

Mr., Commissioner and Members of
the Territorial Gouncil of
the Northwest Territcries:

Canada's norihern heritage is a proud and important elemens ef
her identity as a nation., The cultural property wnich cmbodles this
heritage in large part telongs, or should telorg, tc us all as Canadions.

We who reside in the Northwest Terriiories are beneliciaries of
this cultural property; whether cr not it takes zhe form of stone monuments
cr flint arrovheads, or the form of less durable but more cammuniczative parch-
ments and papers recording pas: events and the men and wamen who made them,
In common with our fellow Canadians, we are aware of the importance of our
responsibility for the collection ard preservatior of these articles of the
nation's public property.

On our behalf, as our legislature, ycour predecessors enaczed the
ivcheeological Sites Ordinance, wiereby sites and works of impcrtence in our
heritage may be preserved for careful exarinstion under proper auspices, and
vhereby ancient artifacts, explcrer's cairns and dccuments may be protected
likewise,

At the "muskeg" - or northern equivaient for Agrassroots" - level,
we formed Yellowknife Muscum Sceisty as a nor-profit organization some years
ago, and through it have achieved the creation of The Museun cf the North at
Yellowknife, ‘

The farsighted generosity and cncourazement of your Territorial
Government, Nr. Commissioner, cnabled us last year <o obiain fer posterity the
priceless photographs of the late Herry Busse, a guiet but observant Nortnerner
whose photographic artistry is world renowred. 4gain, it was the support of your
Territorial Government which made possible the acquisition end construction of
much that went into the Museim of the North. As you know, we have teen blessed
with many generous gifts from far and near, both within and beyond the Territories,
from a multitude of generous friends besices your Goverrment,

We mention irese things, not only beczuse it gives us pleasure to ack-
nowledge our continuing gratitude to all who heve guided, helped and supported
our endeavours, but becazuse it underlines our deep sense of obligaticn to them
end to you with referenze to the discharge of owr dutics as a body politic
serving the public.

These duties are expressed in the oblects of cur Society, which ars:

(a) to preserve and exhibit specimens of flcra and fauna and otjects
having archaeological interest;

{v) to preserve and mark buildings, structures and sites havirg historic
significance; and

(c) to carry cut such other functions as are us:zal to a muscum.
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v It is under the last sub-heading thzt we are submitting this
brief to you on Territorial Fublic .rchives,

Ve realize of course that the creatiorn znd main‘enance ¢f such
archives is beyond ocur present resources; and we are aware that your Govern-
ment in conjuncticn with the Gevernment of the Deminior has for some time now
devoted much serious study to the present and future need fer and benefits o
be derived from such archives, particularly if they are to be located within the
Northwest Territories. We do not ourselves prepose to undertake such detailed
professional studies, ncr <an we anticipite playing mere than a miror part in
their implementetion, again due tc our presently limited rescurces,

However, we believe that a good case can be made out that there exists
an over-present and rapidly growing need for the locasion of pertinent archives
within the boundaries of the Territories, where they moy te accessible to the
public at that point where the need is most imsediate and from which the greatest
mrber can be conveniertly served,

That point, in owr submissiecn, is and can be rnene cther than Yellowknife
at the present time and in the immedia‘ely foreseeatle future.

Our reasons are set ferth in the pages which follow. We trust thas,
these, end our past history as a body cf public-spirites citizens, will ccnvince
you that we make this submission to you with a sense of owr respongibility noes
Just to Yellowknife itself but to the people of the entire Northwest Territories,

. If what we say should support you in your resolve to row provide to
the public of the Territories the archives which we sugzest it is their unde-
niable need 2nd right to have within the Territeries,without rermittirg ruch
further delay, we shall feel that we have discharged one cf our primary dutles
as a Society devoted to the protection of the Nation's cuitural properiy in that
vast end important part cf Canada in whick we live, the Nerthwest Territorices.

If, in the implemenieticn of your resclve, you showld agree with us
that Yellowknife is the natural site for the Territcrial Public Archives sy YCu
may be assured that they will be here put to use wiere the need now erd in the
immediately foreseeable future appears likely to prove greatest. It is our
belief and submission to you that the northern heritage of Canads should not e
exiled from its northern setting eny lenger then is absolutely necessary, if
it is to continue as a vital force contributing to our natiomal identity, as we
submit it should,

Cur archives, we say, should therc{ore be brought home, nct simply
"to rest" by any means,but in order to fulfil their proper furcticn.

PiRT 11
THE MEED

The Northwest Territories of today inciude much of The North-Western
Territory and of Rupertsiand es known at Confederation in 1867, not to mentien
the Arctic archipelego. These arecs are potentially rich in histerical, an-
thropological and archasological sites and materials of impcriance to Canada.

The name "Northwest Territories" is rich indeed in historiecal allusionm,
brirging to mind the great quest for the Northwest Fassage, the early enterprisc
of the Northwest Company ond the stern vigils of the Korth West Mounted Peliew,
The ncxe likewise calls up memories of the old "Wild Wes<! » and the ycasty days
of the early Frentier. It is no exaggeraticn, for 4hat matter, to say tha:t the
Territories now constitute for Canada, "The Las: Frontier" - Just as the Prairies
did for all North imerica [ifty ycars ago. &and in the same vay as Ohio was created
a State out of the United States' Northwestern Territery in 1830, with the other
western United States follcwing, so the Provinces of Manitcha, Saskatchewan and

berta were carved out of Canada's North West Territcries in 1905.
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What remains is a vast wiiderness undergoing the impact of forcces
generated by & world in repid transition from pre-indusiriziism on ihe one
hand to cybernation and the Space Age on the other hand.

The significcnce of the Territories and of their develemment carnot
be gauged adequately by their dimensions, e.g. "almost ore half of the land—
mass of Canada," or by the pctential wealsh hidden within the ground, e,.g.
"a vast trezsure store of riches," cr even by their locicion in the hretic,
fronting the potenvislty hossile powers of Asiz with their exploding populations.
Neither is the significance of the cultural Froperty of Cwada which may yet be
found located in the Territories of todey capable of assessment except in gencral
and somewhat spesulative terms., It is the fole of archaeologists, historians
and anthropologists end other stulents of menkind to come along often iong after
the pertinent information in its criginal form has largely been destroyed, defaced
or discarded in the course of the world's workaday affairs. Steps car end should,
howsver, be taken to mitigate this process, if not to prevent it as far as rossible,

To recognize the importance of <he srchivists' “respect pour les fonds®
is to recognize the vitality and complexi‘y of traditicn in the 1ife of ovr naticn
and the need to toke inmediate steps to preserve the culiurel progerty in which
it 1is embodied, It is part of our common deks to posterity as much as to our-
selves and to those who built the ‘raditions by which we ail live. Esjpecially
heavy is our responsibility in the field of ethnological studies in view =f the
almost unique material which has come down to us by virtue of the presence here
of Eskimo and Indizn cultures of the arctic and sub-hrctic.

Collection and preservstion cf origiral material irn one form or
anotrer may be the first consideratisn, but its use ond study must ultimately
be the purpose of such endeavours.

Cn the mundane level of vital stetistics informaticn, court records,
land and relzted titles registration, and the like, the Territorial public has
certain rights of access which should be exercisable within the territorial
Jurisdiction of the Territoriai Council and of the Territorial Courts. 4
rational administrative arrangemeat, in all the circumstances, should at least
initially comprise in one overall administrative urit ihe Pubiic Archives of
the Northwest Territories and the PRegistries of Lard Titles, Vital Statistics
end the like., Convenience to the public and economy of administration suggest
that there might be a useful combinztion, furthermore, of fireproof space for
such firchives cnd Registries with similor space for depositories of court znd
other records. It is undersiood that irreplaceable records are today and have
for a decade been housed in accommodation at Yellowknife which leaves much to be
desired in terms of fire protection and security.

The foregoing considerations forz but a general outline, and yet cne
which we suggest compels the conclusion that time should not be lost in Piacing
within the Northwest Territories those putlic records which shculd be accessible
to the public of the MNorthwest Territories under tke ~egis of the legisiaturc and
courts of those Territcries, and that they shouwld be adequately protected against
fire and theft or destruction.

Furthermore, we censider that nc time is to be lost in securing such
archival material in the Territcries as yet remains unsezured. We have reason
to believe that private individuals might yield up much valuable material o
proper local custody, but will not in many cases wish tc see the material leave
the Territories for placement in the Nztional ircrives sr elsevhere at Ottava,
Valuable material has already come into possessicr of The Museum of the North
in this way. However, as indicated above, our resources are limited and we
cannot pretend to have dore more than to secrotch the surface in our sesrch for

original material within the Territories, mos:t of our success having its origins
at Yellowknife.

It would therefcre in our submission appear tha% considerations of
administrative economy and efficiency, coupled with putlic convenience and
necessity, suggest that at least in the initisl stage cf instituting the Terri-
torial Public Archives within the Territcries, these should be kept. under one
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roof and generally under cns adrinistration with certain other importent publia
records as outlined above.

PiRT III
LOC,.TION

We respectfully submit that Yellowknife, as the largest centre cf
population in the Korthwest Territories at the presert time and in the imrediate-
ly foreseeable future » would provide the most convenient location for the Terri-
torial Public Lrchives,

Such convenience, we suggest, showld be regerded both in the lisht ¢

access by the public at lerge and by persons and institutions kaving = sgecial
interest in the mszterial which would be collected end preserved in these irchives,

The presence of The Mugeum of the North and our Society at Yellowknife
are evidence of such interest at that point. Furthermore, Yellowknife is the
location of the Territoricl Court s which would presurably require access 4o archive
materials from time to time, as would persons interested in the material held in
The Museum of the North.

For convenience of administration, administrative economy and efficiency,
we suggest that there is very much to be sz2id for placing the Archives as the
present time under one roof with the Museum ard possibly with ether Registries cnd
offices of record. The expunsc of providing fire-procf acccrmodation wouid apgear
to dictate the provision of commen fazilities as far as possible for 21l lscal
materizls forming part of the cultural property of the Territoriss and of the
nation,

The Society end the Territorinl Gaovernment couid well take edvantzge of
lands owned by them immediately adjacent to The Museum of the North. £ pernanent
building could easily be loczted here to the maximun advantage of the publie, and
of the administering agencies, as outlined above.

We therefore suggzest that it is an inescapable conclusion that the most
favourzble location at the Present time and in the irmediately foresceable future
will be none other than Ycllowknifa.

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBHITTED.

YELLOWKNIFE MUSEWM S03ISTY
{Sgd:1.L.T. Dunks, . Presiders
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1958. (Sgd.). 3¢k Foolger, . Treasurer, ou......

(Sgd.) Jsk s Wonler,B,4, (Hons,) B.Ed,
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The Direcior, The Museun of The lcrth

(3gd.) .Moxvel Berton, .Seevetaty..........
{Sgd.) G.4. Dies, Director .. . . .
{S¢d.) W.P, Jehnston, Director T
(Sgd.) iudrey W, Rivett, Director =
(Sgd.) E.i, Schiller B.S.,M.S.,Ph.D,
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The Curator, The Museum of The Nordh
) (Sgd.) Mark De Weerdt, M.i,, LL.3.
October, 1964, tenorary Legal Counsel
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