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ARCHIVES BUILDING Ш THE KORTHVfeST TERRITORIES
ÏELLCVftNirg HUSSUM SOCIETY

The Yellowknife hiiseum Society submitted a brief to -she Commissioner 
and Council of tha Northwest Territories in October 1-?6Д, entitled On
T e r r i t o r i a l  P u b lic  Archives. A copy of this brief is  attached to this 
paper ae ..ppendix .. Tha brief reasoned that a Territorial .«chives 
should be built as soon as possible in the Northwest Territories, that 
various types of records in Yellowknife are insecurely and unsafely 
housed, and that Yellowknife would provide the cost convenient and logical 
location for the erection of a Territorial .«chives building. It alee 
suggested that consideration cugjht to be given to placing the -rchives at 
the present time under one roof with the i-useua and possibly with other 
Registries and offices of record.

When considering the cons traction of an archives building it should 
be kept uppermost in mind that official government рарегз will always 
form the overwhelming bulk of -he holdings of any such institution. If 
records are of sufficient importance to warrant permanent preservation 
they are likely to be needed for practical reference purposes from time 
to time. This has certainly proven to be so in Ottawa, where frequent 
reference to the Public .«chives is made by various government depart
ments, Removing records to an archives building located reaote from  the 
centre of government would be a slow, bothersome and expensive arrange
ment, for the authorities uho originated tho records will undoubtedly 
make the most frequent references to them. Territorial -«chives should 
only be built at the seat of Territorial Government, -nd a Territorial 
seat of government has not yet been chosen, 'hen a site has been decided 
on, then consideration should be given to building a Territorial Public 
.«chives. Furthermore, with such a relatively small government as that of 
the present Horthwest Territories, it ould seem sensible end economical 
to oombine in a Records Centre, storage of non-current rocorde along with 
preservation of records deposited for permanent retention in the archivos 
oategory. It would be even more imperative that such a Record Centre be 
located in the seat of tho Horthwest Territories Government.

The brief of the Yellowknife Huseum Society mentions that many vital 
records In Yellowknife are stored under conditions that leave much to be 
desired in terms of fire protection and security, '.hile this may be so, 
the problem 1в not one that will be rectified aimply and easily b* ereoting
an archives building, -n arc lives houses records worthy of preservation, 
not in day-to-day use, but some of which may be referred to frequently.
Kany of the records mentioned in the brief of the Yellowknife îiieeum 
Society are in daily use; Court Records, iiining Records, Registers of Land 
Titles, for instance. Thus the answer to this problem is to press for the 
provision of secure and fireproof record storage in each of the offices 
dealing with these vital subjects, .« the likelihood is that many of these 
matters will remain under the jurisdiction of the Government of Canada for 
a good many years to come, and will not ba transferred to the Territorial 
Government, construction of several suitable record storage facilities is 
all the more important. Ho provincial archives stores the records of 
federal government regional offices locatod in provincial citis?, and it 
seems unrealistic to expect de^art.m .-nts of the federal government active 
in the Horthwest Territories to place their records in a Territorial 
-«chives.



Under these circumstances it is to be hoped that the federal govern
ment will see its way to provide suitable storage, especially Cor Court,
» lining and Land records, at the earliest pooriblo date. Such storage 
facilities are needed now, and it seems they aro likely to be needed for 
a long time to come.

Fending the construction of a Territorial -rchives building in the 
yet to be determined seat of the Territorial Government, government records 
relevant to the history of the Northwest Territories remain dispersed, but 
adequately stored, in various repositories in the vicinity of Ottawa.

However, the problem of valuable historical materials belonging to 
private Individuals remains. The contention of the Yellowknife luseuc 
Society that private individuals might yield up materials to local custody, 
but will not, in many cases, wish to soo the material leave the Territories 
seems to be a valid one. Therefore it is to be hoped that the Yellowknife 
Museum Society will conLinue to try to acquire such materials, and that 
they will be successful in obtaining donations as valuable as that of the 
Henry Busse photographs. Consideration night be given to aiding the 
Yellowknife liiseun Society in obtaining secure and fireproof storage 
facilities for such natorialc.

Recommendation:

The Commission therefore recommends

(1) that the Yellowknife Lliseum Society be thanked for their brief 
on Territorial ..rchives, and informed that for the reasons above, 
it is not prudent at tha present tine to procoed with construc
tion of a Territorial -rchives bull ing on the lines they 
suggest;

(2) encouragement be given to the activities of the Yellowknife 
Щвешп Society, especially to thair attempts to collect privately 
owned documentary materials;

(3) that some financial assistance bo given the Yellowknife iiiseum 
Society to acquire secure and fireproof storage for valuable 
holdings of the type mentioned in (2).
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A BRIEF

ON TKRfUTûRI.JL PUBLIC AHC Kl’/rS 

PART I

INTRODUCTORY

Mr. Commissioner and Members of 
the Territorial Council of 
the Northwest Territories:

Canada's northern heritage is a proud and important element, cf 
her identity as a nation. The cultural property wr.ich embodies this 
heritage in large part belongs, or should belong, tc us all as Canadians.

We who reside in the Northwest Territories arc beneficiaries of 
this cultural property; whether cr not it takes the form, of stone monuments 
or flint arrowheads, or the form of less durable but more communicative parch
ments and papers recording past events and the men and war.cn who made them, 
m  canmon with our fellow Canadians, we are aware of the importance of our 
responsibility for the collection ar.d preservation of these articles of the 
nation's public property.

, 0,1 our behalf, as our Legislature, your predecessors enected the
icynaeological Sites Ordinance, whereby sites and works of importance in our 

ma^ preserved for careful examination under proper a u s p ic e s ,  and 
whereby ancient artifacts, explorer's cairns and documents r.av be protected 
likewise.

At the "muskeg" - or northern equivalent for ''grassroots" - level, 
we formed lellowknife Museum Scot sty as a non-profit organization some years 
ago, and through it have achieved the creation of The Mus«urn cf the North at 
Yellowknife.

ihe farsighted generosity and encouragement of vour Territorial 
Government, Mr. Commissioner, enabled us last year to obtain for posterity the 
priceless photographs of the late Kerry 3usse, a quiet but observant Nortnerner 
whose photographic artistry is world renowned. Again, it was the support of vour 
Territorial Government which made possible the acquisition and construction of 
much that went into the Muselai of the North. As you know, we have been blessed 
r«th nany ^®ne^ous 6ifts frar' Tar and near, both within and beyond the Territories, 
irom a multitude of generous friends besides your Government.

We mention these things, not only because it gives us pleasure to ack
nowledge our continuing gratitude to all -who have guided, helped and supoorted 
o-r endeavours, but because it underlines our deep sense of obligation to them 
and to you with reference to the discharge of our duties as a body no''tic 
serving the public. ^  ‘ ‘ *

These duties are expressed in the objects of cur Society, which are:

(a) to preserve and exhibit specimens of fiera and f.v.na and objects 
having archaeological interest;

(b) to preserve and mark buildings, structures and sites having historic 
significance; and

(c) to carry cut such other functions as are usual to a museum.



It is under the last sub-heading that we aro submitting this 
brief to you on Territorial Public Archives.

We realize of course that the creation and maintenance cf such 
archives is beyond our present resources; and we are aware that your Govern
ment in conjunction with the Government of the Dominion has for sane time now 
devoted much serious study to the present and future need fcr ar.d benefits to 
be derived from such archives, particularly if they are to be located within the 
Northwest Territories. We do net ourselves propose to undertake such detailed 
professional studies, ncr can we anticipate playing mere than a minor part in 
their implementation, again due to our presently limited resources.

However, we believe that a good case can be made out that there exists 
an over-present and rapidly growing need for the location of pertinent archives
within the boundaries of the Territories, where they may be accessible to the 
public at that point where the need is most immediate and from which the greatest 
number can be conveniently served.

That point, in our submission, is and can be none ether than Yellowknife 
at the present time and in the immediately foreseeable future.

Our reasons aro set forth in the pages which follow. 'We trust that, 
these, and our past history as a body cf public-spirited citizens, will convince 
you that we make this submission to you with a sense of our responsibility not 
just to Yellowknife itself but to the people of the entire Northwest Territories.

If what we say should support you in your resolve to r.ow provide to 
the public of the Territories the archives which we suggest it is their unde
niable need and right to have within the Territeries,without permitting much 
further delay, we shall feel that we have discharged one cf our primary duties 
as a Society devoted to the protection of the Nation's cultural property in that 
vast and important part cf Canada in which we live, the Kcrthwcst Territories.

Tf, in the implementation of your resolve, you should agree with us 
that Yellowknife is the natural site for the Territorial Public Archives, ycu 
may be assured that they will be here put to use where the need now end in the 
immediately foreseeable future appears likely to prove greatest. It is our 
belief and submission to you that the northern heritage^of Canada should not be
exiled fran its northern setting 'any longer than is absolutely necessary, if 
it is to continue as a vital force contributing to our national identity, as we 
submit it should.

Cur archives, we cay, should therefore be brought home, net, simply 
"to rest" by any means,but in order to fulfil their proper function.

PART 11 
THE NEED

The Northwest Territories of today include much of The North-Western 
Territory ar.d of Rupertslar.d as known at Confederation in 1867, not to mention 
the Arctic archipelago. These areas are potentially rich in historical, an
thropological and archaeological sites and materials of importance to Canada.

The name ’’Northwest Territories” is rich indeed in historical allusion,
bringing to mind the great quest fcr the Northwest Passage, the early enterprise 
of the Northwest Company and the stern vigils of the North West Mounted Pdlco,
The name likewise calls up memories of the old "Wild West", ar.d the yeasty days 
of the early Frontier. It is no exaggeration, for that matter, to say that the 
Territories now constitute for Canada, "The Last Frontier" — Just as the Prairies 
did for all North America fifty years ago. And in the same way as Ohio was created 
a State cut of the United States' Northwestern Territory in 1830, with the other 
western United States following, so the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta were carved out of Canada's North West Territories in 1905.
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«ftiat remains is a vast wilderness undergoing the impact of forces 

generated by a world in rapid transition from pre-industriaiism on the one 
hand to cybernation and the Space Age or. the other hand.

The Significance of the Territories and of their development cannot 
be gauged adequately by their dimensions, e.g. "almost one half of the land- 
mass of Canada," or by the potential wealth hidden within the ground, e.g.
'■a vast treasure store of riches," cr even by their location in the Arctic, 
fronting the potentially hostile powers of Asia with their exploding populations. 
Neither is the significance of the cultural property of Canada which may yet be 
found located in the Territories of today capable of assessment except in general 
end somewhat speculative terms. It is the fate cf archaeologists, historians 
and anthropologists and other students of mankind to car.c along often long after 
the pertinent information in its original form has largely been destroyed, defaced 
or discarded in the course of the world’s workaday affairs. Steps car. and should, 
however, be taken to mitigate this process, if not to prevent it as far as possible

To recognize the importance of the archivists' "respect pour les fonds" 
is to recognize the vitality and complexity of tradition in the life of our nation 
and the need to take immediate steps to preserve the cultural property in which 
it is embodied. It is part of our common debt to posterity as much as to our
selves and to those who built the traditions by which we all live. Especially 
heavy is our responsibility in the field of ethnological studies in view cf the 
almost unique material which has come down to us by virtue of the presence here 
of Eskimo and Indian cultures of the Arctic and sub-Arctic.

Collection and preservation cf original material in one form or 
another may be the first consideration, hut its use and study must ultimately 
be the purpose of such endeavours.

On the mundane level of vital statistics information, court records, 
land and related titles registration, and the like, the Territorial public has 
certain rights of access which should be exercisable within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Territorial Council and of the Territorial Courts. Л 
rational administrative arrangement, in all the circumstances, should at least 
initially comprise in one overall administrative unit the Public Archives of 
the Northwest Territories and the Registries of Land Titles, Vital Statistics 
and the like. Convenience to the public and economy of administration suggest 
bhat there night be a useful combination, furthermore, of fireproof space for 
such Arcnives and Registries with similar space fer depositories of court and 
other records. It is understood that irreplaceable records are today and have 
for a decade been housed in accommodation at Yellowknife which leaves much to fce 
desired in terms of fire protection and security.

The foregoing considerations form but a general outline, and yet one 
which we suggest compels the conclusion that time should not be lost, ir.*placing 
within the Northwest Territories those public records which should be accessible 
to the public of the Northwest Territories under the aegis of the legislature and 
courts of those Territories, and that they should be adequately protected against 
fire and theft or destruction.

Furthermore, we consider that nc time is to be lost in securing such 
archival material in the Territories as yet remains unsecured. We have reason 
to believe that private individuals might yield up much valuable material to 
proper local custody, but will not in many сазек wish tc see the material leave 
the Territories for placement in the National Archives cr elsewhere at Ottawa. 
Valuable material has already come into possession of The Museum of the North 
in this way. However, as indicated above, our resources are limited and we 
cannot pretend to have done more than t-o scratch the surface in our search for 
original material within the Territories, most of our success havinr its origins 
at Yellowknife.

It would therefore in our submission aopear that considerations of 
administrative economy and efficiency, coupled with public convenience and 
necessity, suggest that at least in the initial stage cf instituting the Terri
torial Public Archives within the Territories, these should be kept under one
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roof and generally under cne administration with certain other 'importent nubl< records as outlined above. ‘

Р.ДТ III
LOCATION

respectfully submit that Yellowknife, as the largest centre of 
population in the Northwest Territories at the present time and in the immedia*e-

,f j would provide the most convenient location for the Territorial Public Archives. x

„ Such convenience, we suggest, should be regarded both in the li^ht of
access by the puolic at large «and by persons and institutions bavin* a sre-ial 
interest in the material which would be collected and preserved in these ^chives.

. . Tho Pre9ence of The Museum of the North and our Society at Yellowknife 
-UCh«:nter;St at th2t P°int- furthermore, Yellowknife is the 

°î t h e ;errJtorf‘'-l Court, which would presumably require access to archive
“ .“T f a S i . “  uould p° ” 0'“  in - ha *«i<i m

we 4„ _ « / ^ L r r nien=e Df administra*ion, administrative economy and efficiency, 
that tnere 1S -very much to be said for placing the Archives at the

o m ^  î ? lî.Und5r °tu r0°f Vdth the KuseiB1 агЛ P°ssibly with other Registries cud record. The expense of providing fire-proof accommodation would appear 
1^t^terthe•provl310n of common facilities as far as possible for all local 

nation'213 fQniUn3 part of tne cultur-l property of the Territories and of the

ЗапНч ^ . 4 ie,Territorial G:,v«rnmcnt could well take advantage of1 -nds owned by them immediately adjacent to The Museum of the North. A oermanen*
n f ^ nV ^ d4e“ ily be i0catcd hern tc the naximum advantage of the public, and of the administering agencies, as outlined above. "

^ о п г . . ы Л ^ ! Ге'Г0ГГ ^ ge3t thlt 11 i5 “  ^ c a p a b l e  conclusion that the most 
wfn the present time find in the imediately foreseeable futurewill be none other than Yellowknife.

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.

SEAL OF THE
YELLOWKNIFE MUSEUM SOCIETY 
II.W.T.
1958.
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