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#lcohol Education Programme

\ .Problmbdrinkj::g in the Turritories has aroused increasing concern in the past

| five years. This concern has been expressed widely by northern residents, and
by persons and agencics gererally intorested in nerthera development; church
spokesmen, peiice, courts, goverment officers, and privete citizens of all
ethn'c groups. In response to this pressure cf concern, a special comnittee
under the Dirvctor, Northern Adrministration Branck, was csteblished to study the
problem, and to draw togother informud opinion from the fields of healihk, welfarc,
cducation, law onfarcement, Indian Affeirs, and The Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, The deliberations of this Jammittce have been revicwed by tho
adrinistration and by tho Commissioncr, and the following recormendations are

l put forward for Council consideration.
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INTERDICTION: The Canwmitiee recammended that wider but, at the same time, noro
parccptive and discriminate use be made of interdiction. It also recommended
that, when interdiction was ompleyed, it be coupled with positive, helpful
treatment, The changes in liquer lezislation undertaken at the last session
improved the effectivencss of interdiction, but,. in the judgaxecnt of the admin-
iotration, this improvement zan be given even greates Impetus if two further steps
are taken. The first step is to introduco a complementary, supporting, alconol-
control pregramme, which would make irterdiciien a logical first step in a course
of offectivo, individual treatment (See Recommendation 1, below). The second step
is to develop a uniform and broadly-besad point of view on alcchol problems amongst
the judiciary of the Territories (Sec Recommendaticn 2, belew).

The Committce :Uso proposcd:

1, Tha} the administration impress upon govertment employees in the north
tho necossiiy for moderation in their personal usc of liquer. (The
Administration is now preparing a leiter on this subject which will be |
circulated to all government employecs in the north), ‘

2, That more be donc to preparc communities for the Iintroduction, or
expansion of liquor facilities which they may have requested, (Action ‘
on this proposal is embodied in Recommendation 1, below).

. 3+ That the Fitress and Amateur Sport programme assist in an alcohol |
Frogramme by giving priority in the maiter of providing recrcational
activities to those communitivs where alecohoul abuses may have become
& problem, and to those camunities whcre liquer facilities are about |
to be introduced or expanded. (These instructions have alrcady gone
forward to the Dircctor of this progromme).

L. That suitable materizl on the problems of aleohol be included in the
school curriculum, (Action on this recormendation is not possible at
he present time. Education programmes on alcohol ane incorperated in
the health and hygiene scction of the school curriculum, and there is |
now ro staff member Lo undertake a revision of that part of the curric=

ulum. As soor as this difficulty is overcome, the appropriate action |
will be saken). |

.Recanmendation:

1, (a) that approval in principle be given for the Territorial
: Governzment to undertake a comprehensive alcohol control
prograoms, organized and dirccted bty a specialist hircd
‘ for that putpose, and,

(b) that the sun of $11,900 be allocated t0 this prograrme in
1965-66 apprcpriations.

The Gorrittce crphasizcd that the problem of controlling probicm
drinking requircs a goncral "comrunity" approach: a programme
addresscd to corrunitics that creourages and cnables local people
to use thuir own rosources to devclop ways of their own to deal




with abuscs of alcohol in thoir eanunity. The planning and operation
of a broad programmc of aicohel control could be donc rost sucecssfully
by an uxpert who is trained in the spceial techniques necessary teo
arouso and dircct cnthusicsm in small corrunities. This specialist
would initiatc and conduct a continuirg programm: of preventicn and
correction iIn the major scttloments in both districts of the Territ-
orios, not by treating.individual problem drinkers » but by helping %o
organize and dircet measures to deal with them that could be ecarrdica
out by local pecple - local cdication prograrmes, for example, or
discussion groups, cr chapters of Alcokolics Aronymous, and so on,

He would be an agent of the Territorial Governzent, paid fram Territ-
orial funds and based at Fort smith or Yellewknife. He would report

to the Administrator of the district in which ho is working and his
activities would be generally co-ordinatcd through the WRlferc Divisien
of the Nerthern Adrinistration Erench,

Any prograzme will require the support and assistance ¢f Branch staff
if 1t is to be successful, and this will of course bo provided without
hesitation. The constant attcution of a speclalist is however the
best guarantee that the Prograize will to sustained, varicd in emphasis
where 1% is required, nodificd to mect changing conditions, and ad-
apted to local circumstances.

The Goverrment of the Yuken Territory has contracted with a provircial
Alcoholism Rosearch Foundation o Provide a full-time worker, who has
alrcady taken up residence in Phitohorse end ccemencod a vigorous
prograrme of alcohol control werk. & reasonable cstimatc of salary

fer a specialist of this order is $9,000 ard travel and othor cxpenses
in the first year could becxpected to amount %o an additional $1,500,

The total appropriation necessary for 1965-66 is “hus 811,90C.

Provision should be made also for the costs ircurrcd in hiiing the
specialist end his removal to his headquarters in the Territories. These
costs are estirated at $1,400.

.Preliminary ° inquirics indicate that, at present, vatching federal
grants of uwp to 55,500 arntally arc avaiiable from the Departxent of
Netional Health and Weifare to defray the cost of such a progrerme,
providod it is earried out by thc Territorial Government. Nct wost

to the Torritorial Government for the first ycar opcration of the
progranme is therefore $5,000. 1In addition; there is reacon to beliove
Shat the Dopartrment of National Health and Welfare would agree to
incroasing thoir future share of casts » il the pregrasme wasranted
expansion,

2, that a request be made by Council to tho Department of Justice %o
eatoblish a prograzme for knilting vogether the adrinistration of
Justice by the lay, fudieiary of the Junior courts in the Territories -
through conventions, a plarned disscrinaticn of information, and so

on - in whieh the practical tceatment of alcohol offenders could be
a part,

Territorial Justices of the P.ace - particularly those w.o havoe been
newly appointed - have frequently cxprossed a wish for more cacpleto
instructiony and general guidance in their dutisss The administration
cannot act directly in this matter since it is preperly a ccereern for
tho Department of Justice. Nuevertiieless, @n appropriate request from
Gouncil would have greas influence on the achievement of this objeetive,




