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IRABLERSY ASHISVMICE 2ROGRAM
Introduction

The Council of the ilorthuest Territories at its July, 1961, Sessica
approved a Trappers' Assistence Program and proviced .3,000,00 from waich
loans of up to 400.30 per incivicual could be mace Jor o:uipment and
groceries. Trappers who do not repey their loans will not be cligible for
assistance in succeading yesrs. uxoeptions are rade if a trapper proves
oonclusively that ho did not obtain sufficient fur to do 30, The primary
purpose of the program is to assist trappers to reach rerote, unharvested
or underharvested areas. In 1961 it uas agrooed that losns would not be
macde for alrcra™t chartors. The matter was roviewed ajain at the July,
1963 Session and Ceunail approved an expansion of the progran to permit

loans to a mexisum of 400,00 for equipment and supplies plus an additional
300,00 for aireraft chartur.
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During the 1941-G2 season, tventy-Tour irappors raceived a total of
72,653,238, Jur taken by these trappers was valued at approuizately 15,000.
Cf tho funds loaned, 5&. vas repaid. Bettes than half of the loans were
wado to Jort Smith and Jort Resolution trappers,

In the 1962-62 season loans totalling 2,084.93 wore rade to twanuvy~
three trappers. iur takon by these trapgers amcunted to approximately
12,000. Repsyment of tho loans was approxizately 3l.. &Highteen of the
tventy-thres men granted loans were Fort Szith and Jort Resolution trappers.

Total loans made in 1963-6/ to twanty-four trapoers anounted to
5,144.99 in varying ancunts up to 400.00. As a result, of thusv loans,
fur to tho value of 35,000 was producod, in some cases from areas that had

been unharvested for several years. Repayzent of 1963-64 loans was 6%. or
3,539.39.

It will be notod that the percentazo of repayment has been inareas ing
year by rear since the incuption of the progran,

During 1963-64 & number of applications were refused tacause of lack .
of suffiolent funds. vor this and other reasons it vas recomnendod that
the amount available for tha progran be increased to 10,000, It was
recognized that as the program was beconing rore widely !mown and used, an
increase in program funds was required but it was considered that the

reasons advanced did not warrant a 100: inorease. An anount of 8,000 was
provided for the 1964-65 progran.

-t last report, losns totalling some §4,000 have boen mado to & total
of savonteen trappors as follows:



Flace ilumber Total Loans
Adavil: Inuvik 4 566,08
Fort Good iope 3 1,538.27
Fort Norman é 77,.18
Rae 1 250,00
Hay River 1 27347
Fort Smith 2 327.06

6 17 3,791.06

The loans at Tort Good Hope inolude funds for airora’t charter to
fly the trappers into areaas which havo been unharvested for years. The
relatively largo number of applications usually rcceived from Fort
Resolution and Fort Smith t-appers have not yet bo.n raceived but are
expeated befare the spring hunt, together with rore applications from
other areas. Tho prograt ias been woll advertised and the trappers have
been encoura-ad to use it.

"“hile it i5 early to make any firm prodiction, fine fur is bvelieved
to be more plentiful this year than last and repayment is oxpected to
compare in porcentage to ireviocus Years,

Sunnary

Yhile not an unqualifioed success, it rust be notoed that this program
is apparently of value to the trappers who uso it and to the economy, The
progran enables trappers to remain for longer periods on their traplines
and produce more fur. Mur is in good Supply in many of the remoto areas,
The program assists those who wish to go into thoge romote areas and make
their living off the land. The harvesting of arocas which have boen
untouched for a number of years can be a significant contribution to the
economy .




