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THE ESTABLISHMENT OP SMALLER GAME ZONES 
IN THE NORTKV.EST TERRITORIES_______

The possibility of establishing smaller game zones was 
discussed b y  the Council of the Northwest Territories in 
1962 and 1963. At the request of Council the Administration 
examined the proposal to revise the existing boundaries*

Present Situation

The Northwest Territories are n o w  divided into six groups 
of overlapping game zones. E a c h  group was e s t a b lished to 
assist in the m anagement of particular species of game. The 
groups are as follows :

(1) Beaver and mu s k r a t  - Four zones, all in the 
Mackenzie District.

(2) Big Game - Six zones, covering that po r t i o n  of the 
Mackonzio District outside the arctic Island Preserve.

(3) Caribou - Two гопез, one ea s t  and one west of the 
Mackenzie Rivor System.

(4) Polar Bear - Two zones, established according to 
Territorial districts.

(5) Fox - Two zones, one north and one south of the 
timber l i n e ,

(6) etter - Two zones, one n o r t h  a n d  one south of the 
Arctic Circle.

Thece game zones were established to m e e t  particular 
situations rather t h a n  any overall plan. They are, in many 
instances, inadequate for their purposes and are generally 
confusing.

Proposals

The Administration proposes t h a t  the existing game 
zones bo abolished and that n e w  zones be e stablished with 
coimion boundaries for all species of game and fur-bearing 
animals. The n e w  zones should be large e n ough to facilitate 
proper game management.

In more detail, the Administration proposes that:

(1) the existing game zones be abolished;

(2) revised game zones be established b y  legislation;

(3) the n e w  гопез conform to local topography, h u m a n  and 
physical geography, ecology and climate;"

(4) general legislation r e garding seasons, quotas andc^pture 
techniques, bas e d  up o n  the best biological information 
available, be enacted for the n e w  zones, either singly 
or In groups;

(5) specific seasons, quotas, c a p t u r e  techniques and other 
man a g e m e n t  directions be set for e a c h  zone or group of 
zones by regulations; and



(6) the hunters resident in each zone be encouraged, through 
their elected councils, to control specific items in (5) 
above, within the general framework of (4), but with the 
Commissioner holding a final control over the recommend
ations of these councils.

The z o n in g  p a t t e r n  c a l l s  for th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  of 36 game 
management zones. In drav, ^  up these zones, the advice of 
the Canadian v/ildlife Service was considered. Trappers1 
C o u n c ils  w ith in  th e  M ackenzie D i s t r i c t  w ere a l s o  c o n s u l t e d .  
Changes in the original zoning were made to accommoda to'-the 
views of th e  trappers* councils and Canadian Wildlife Ser
v i c e  .

C o n c lu sio n

Approval of the new zoning system is recommended. The 
s m a lle r  zon es w i l l  p e rm it g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  in  a r r a n g in g  
open seasons b o th  for fur bearers and for b ig  game animals, 
and are conducive.- to a program of good game management.


