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LOCAL OPTION-LIQUOR SALES

Meny Provinces have provision for local opticn. Local
option in the Provinces involves oniy the question of whether
a municinality or specific area is to be "dry" or "wet" and
if "wet" what types of liquor outlets ars to be rermitted.
Local option in the Provinces does nov, as far as is xnown,
include supplementary guestions such as the hours of operation

of licensaed premlses, hours of operatlon of liquor stores,
etc.

There are slight variations in the verious liquor control
acts of the western Frovinces, but the legislatlon of Manitoba
13 typical. Thuis may be described in the following terms:-

A majority of the electors of a municipality {or other
region) may vote against the sale of liquor. Such a by-law
rnay be ropealed as a reuult of & subsequent vote, A by-law
may provide for issuing licences of any one or more of the
following classes: Beer Parlounr Licence, Cocktall Lounge
Licence, Dining Tounge Licence, Dining Room Iicence, Special
Licence (banquetsz, etc.), Guest Room Licence,

“hen local prohibition is in force no licence of any
of the kinds mentionzd above may be issued and any such licence

existing at the date of coming into forsze of the by-law is
voldas

There are specific needs arnd outlets which do not come
within the scepe of local option, 1Included in this group are
the following: Eospital, medical, pharmaceutical, dental re-
quirements, etc.; Cantoen (¥ilitary); and Sacramental Wine
Uses. In any municiralisy un-er local optlon no 1liquor store
may be established, maintained, or cperated, and any existing

store at the date of the comirg into force of the ty-law must
be discontinued.

Ir clities and towns,liquor stores or warshouses for the
distribution of liquor, otherwise than ty the cash and carry

system, may be established and continued regardless of lccal
option.

‘here the clerk of a municipality receives a petition
from not fewer than 20% of the resident eloctors, asking the
Council of the municipality to submit a by-law on the quostion
of local option to a vote of the eluctors, the Courcil must
pass the first and second readings of the by-law and submit
it to be voted on by the electors.

Voting on the by-law takes place at tho same time as the
annual municipal elections.

Only threc communities in the jlorthwest Territories would

be qualified to undertake clections under a law llke the Manitoba

ane,- Yollovhkalfce ,Tort Simidth owd Hag River, The people of such
cormunitles as rFort Simpson, F'.z, Fort Providence, Frobisher
Bay, and Zi2vI': could rot vote on the question of local option.

- The Province of Alberta has provided in 1i%s liquor legis-
lation that the liquor board may deslgnate any area as an area
in which a vote may te taken on the question of local option,=-
and this can be an unorganized sottlement.
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It is noted that the general tendency of voters in the
Provinces has been to eliminate "dry areas", 1In Ontario, for
example, only ore region now remains “dry". Throughout the
balance of Ontgrio there are about 400 liquor stores. Due
to the proximity of "wet areas®, anyone in the "dry areca" who
wishes to purchase liquor can probably do so without much
inconvenience.

It appears that local option would serve no useful pur-
pose in the Territories feor the following reasons:

1. Local option is gradually recoding in the Provinces since
residents and visitors everywhere expect to be able to
procure liguor for social functions and for their personal
nceds., The Liquor Ordinance prohibits anyone under the
age of 21 and interdicted perscns from purchasing liguor.

2. If the Council wore to vote in favour of local opvion
it would be possible for 51 of the voters to impose
prohibition on the remaining 49%.

3. Local option contributes to a disregard for law and order
by offerinz increased opportunities for the bcotlegging
fratornity and their patrons.

4. There 1s the likelihood that vith local option in a conm-
munlty, increased activitlies of bootlegegers would simply
result In liguor still getting through to *those who
desire it but at zigher cost.

The Commissioner rccommends that legislation for local
option not be enacted,



