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LOCAL OPT T 0 У-1, IQU DR SAL5S

Many Provinces havo provision for local option. Local 
option in the Provinces involves only the question of whether 
a municipaiity or specific area is to be "dry" or "wet" and 
if wot what types of liquor outlets aro to‘be permitted.
Locai option in the Provinces does not, as far as is known, 
include supplementary questions such as the hours of operation 
etc Cen3ed ргсп1аеа' hours of operation of liquor stores,

O**-- &re variations in the various liquor controlacts of the western Provinces, but the legislation of Manitoba 
_3 typical. This may be described in the following terras

. A. majority of the electors of a municipality (or other 
region) nay vote against the sale of liquor. Such a by-law 
nay be repealed as a result of a subsequent vote. A by-law 
may provide for issuing licences of any one or more of the 
following classes: Beer Parlour Licence, Cocktail Lounge
Licence, Dining Lounge Licence, Dining Room Licence, Special 
Licence (banquets, etc.), Guest Room Licence.

c *ocal prohibition is in force no licence of any
ïî<ÏÏ4«ïlaîa4.inenï12nsd«above may be issued and апУ such licence existing at the date of coning into force of the bv-law is voldv

... JThf,re are specific needs and outlets which do not come
SC0P® of local option. Included in this group are uhe following : Hospital, medical, pharmaceutical, dental re­

quirements, etc.; Cantoen (Military); and Sacramental Wino 
f®3/ -n а*}У non ioi-pali-y un-or local option no liquor store 

I * , . a ®3 13 ^ ^ n tained , or operated, and any existing 3u°re a, the date of the coming into force of the by-law must be discontinued.
J5* cities and towns, liquor 3tores or warehouses for the 

aïstribution of liquor, otherwise than by the cash and carrv
system, may be established and continued'regardless of local option*

- '̂ 1?rî clerk of a municipality receives & petition
from not fewer than 20% of the resident doctors, asking the 
Council of the municipality to submit a by-law on the question
o.t locai option to a vote of the electors, the Council must 
pass the first and second readings of the by-law and submit it to be voted on by the electors.

Voting on the by-law takes place at tho same time as the annual municipal elections.

u. colimunities in the northwest Territories would
aneq- ul?der а law 13ke the Manitoba> xv. «.lo■ c f ГЪг w S-irsii* i o H a y  River. His ceenle of4 чигЪ
comnunities as Fort Simpson, F.-.o, £ort Providence,PFrobisherh 
aay, a m  _r.r.\, : could not vote on tho question of local option.

4°f Alberta has Provided in its liquor legis- 
i£?,.îhat liquor board may designate any area as an area

anrï k ÎÎ» a V°i0 rcay te taken on the question of local option,- and tnis can be an unorganized sottlement. *
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It is noted that the general tendency of voters in the 

Provinces Ьаз been to eliminate "dry areas". In Ontario, far 
example, only or.e region now remains "dry". Throughout the 
balance of Ontario there are about 400 liquor stores. Due 
to the proximity of "wet areas’1!,, anyone in the "dry area" who 
wishes to purchase liquor can probably do so without much Inconvenience•

It appears that local option would serve no useful pur~ 
pose In the Territories for the following reasons;

1. Local option is gradually recoding in the Provinces since 
residents and visitors everywhere expect to be able to 
procure liquor for social functions and for their personal 
needs, Tne Liquor Ordinance prohibits anyone under the 
age of 21 and interdicted регзспз from purchasing liquor.

2. If the Council wore to vote in favour of local option 
it would be possible for 51# of the voters to impose 
prohibition on the remaining 49,%'.

3. Local option contributes to a disregard for law and order
by offering increased opportunities for the bootlegging 
fratornity and their patrons. 56 S

4. Hiero is the likelihood that rath local option in a com­
munity, increased activities of bootleggers would simoly 
result in liquor still getting through to those who 
desire it but at higher cost.
The Commissioner recommends that legislation for local option not be enacted.


