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RESIDENT MOOSE HUNTING

GAME WANAGFMENT ZONES 3, 4, 5, 6 snd 10

Representation was made to Robert Porritt by the Fort
Smith Fish and CGame hssoclation, recommending that spors
hunting of noosc by residents of the Ferthwest Territories
be permitted in Game Management Zones 3,4 and 5 and that the
season in Lones & and 10 be extended to Octobe» 30th (new
zoning system). The Administration agreed to irnvestigate,
and thils was done by the Game Management Service in the
area north of Fort Smith.

Two survevs estimated there is cne moose per £.6 square
miles and one moose per 10 square miles. It is recognized
that In an aerial survey, because of such thinzs as heavy
forest cover, the count is invariably less than the number
of animals actually in the avea. The true density therefore
is consicered to be hither than indicated ty these results,
Only through a series of surveys can a reallstic estimate be
made. However, on the basis of tre information obtalned, the
roose population in this area will suppcrt & limited degree
of huntin: by holders of Hesident 3ig-‘are Licences.

- Lowering of the residencvy requirement for a Resident
3ig-Game Licence from four years to one year has conslider-
ably Increased the nunber of individuals eligible for this
Licence, Furthermore, no detailed Mnowledge 1s nossessed
concerning age composition, ratio of sexes or rate of re-
production of the moose population. It is thevefore sug-
Zested that as a safeguard, moose huntin: in these zones
be permitted on a quota basis only, until the detailed
lmowledge required is obtalined.

The Commissiorer recomrmends that:

(1) Game Management Zones 3,4 and § (new zoning systen)

be opened for moose hunting by the nholder of a
Resident Big-Garie Licence.

(2) Initielly quotas be established as follows:

(a) Zone 3 - 25 roose {no sex or age restriction)
(b} Zone 4 - 2C moose (no sex or age restriczion)
(c) Zone & -~ 3D moose (no sex or age restriction)

(3) The open season for Zones 3,4 and 5 extend from Sept-
ember 15th to December 1st. (The long season is
Justified by the quota restriciion).

The moose season in Game Managerent Zones 6 and 10 (rew
zoning systerm) extends frecm September 15%h to September 30th.
The question of extonding the season in these zones to Jctober
30th was also brought forwarad.

In 1963-64 a tosal of 14 mcose were talten in Zones 6 and
10 by Big-Game Licence holdéers. This small percentage of
hunter success--52 Licences were 1ssued--can be, in part,
attributed to the present short hunsing season.

The general area supports a substantial mooss populatiorn,
which could, without harm, stand rcre hurting. Zxtension of
the season will permit a hi-ner hunter success. The Cormnlssioner
concurs with the suzgesticn ond recormends that the moose hunt-
ing season in Zones 6 and 10 be fron Septeniter 15th to October 3Cth.




