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OBSERVANCE OF CANADA CENTENNIAL 

IW THE NORi'Hlr:,ST TERRITORIES

Council has considered Dlans and p rojects fo r celebratin g Canada's 
100th birthday in the Northwest T e rrito rie s  a t  the l a s t  three session s. 
In te re s t in the 1967 observances is  increasing rapidly throughout Canada 
and th is  paper is  to :

(a )  report on the plans fo r the Northwest T e rr ito rie s ; and

(b) recommend a change in the Centennial Grants Program agreed 
to  a t  the February Session of Council.

The overall orogram fo r the Northwest T e rrito rie s  may b est be urricr- 
otood and appreciated i f  we consider orograns and projects under three 
classes :

I  Federally Sponsored Programs -  Those programs in itia te d , olar.ned 
and financed by the Tedoral Government and brought to  the various 
provinces and t e r r i t o r i e s .  In some of theso programs there w ill 
be a small t e r r i t o r i a l  exoendIture when the a ctu al Drogram is  
brought to  the public.

I I  Jo in t Federal -  T e rr ito ria l Programs -  These con sist of the Cen- 
tennial Memorial and Centennial Grants Projects which are selected  
and carried  out by the te r r i to r ie s  but are financed e ith e r wholly 
from federal funds or jo in tly  from federal -  t e r r i to r ia l  funds.

TII Jo in t T e rrito ria l -  Local P ro jects  -  These are p rojects in itia ted  
and planned by the community and financed by T e rr ito ria l  Grants 
of $ 2 .00  per resident provided the community contributes $ 1 .0 0  per 
resid en t.

I Federal Programs

1» Confederation Caravan -  The caravan con sists of several modulée 
or t r a i le r s  with displays and exh ibits showing Canada in the making 
from the Ancient History recorded in the legends of Indians and 
Eskimos down to Canada in the Atomic Age. The caravan w ill v i e i t  
a number of location s along the Mackenzie Highway including Fo rt  
Smith, Hay River, Fort Providence Rae and Yellowknifo. Included with 
the caravan w ill be a covered stage and platform th at w ill be se t  
up a t  each location  for holding receptions and oroviding entertainment 
fo r residents coming to  view the caravan.

2 . Student Exchange -  This program provides for grouos of high school 
students in the 15-17 age bracket to tra v e l from one te r r i to ry  or 
province to  another te r r i to r y  or province for a period of seven days. 
The students tra v e l in groups of 2U and one group has been organized 
in the Mackenzie D is tr ic t  th is  year and w ill tra v e l t r  T t. Catherines, 
Ontario. A sim ilar group of students from S t. Catherines w ill v i s i t  
tho Mackenzie D is tr ic t .  The number of students and groups from the 
te rr i to ry  w ill increase in 1966 and I 9 6 l .

3* Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant -  This pageant w ill take the form 
or a race in 19S7 covering 3500 miles from Edmonton to  Montreal and 
following clo sely  the old fur trading routes of the voyageurs. I t  
is  exoected that there w ill be a canoe team of s ix  persons one a l 
tern ate from each province and te r r i to r y . The 1967 pageant w ill 
require approximately 100 days and thuro w ill be allowances and 
prizes fo r  the paddlers to  compensate fo r lo ss  of earninge during 
th is  period. In addition to  the major race , there w ill be exper
imental runs in 1965 and 1966 to help iron out ary problems that 
may a r is e .  The to ta l  co st of a pageant is estimated a t  $350,000  
of which the Nortnwest T e rrito rie s  is  asked to  contribute $1000.
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ц. Medallions fo r School Children -  At sor.e tim e during 1967 , each 

school child  in the T e rrito rie s  w ill be given a medallion com
memorating Canada's 100th birthday. These w ill be suoolled by 
the Centennial Commission.

5« Fitness Awards fo r School Children -  Fitness standards fo r school 
children a t  various agev are being established for several a th le tic  
events such a s , track  and f ie ld , swimming, skating, e t c . ,  and each 
school child  in the te r r i to r ie s  w ill be asked to  tak e the te s ts  
during 1967. Those meeting the minimum standards w ill receive a 
c e r t i f ic a te  of q u a lifica tio n .

6» Tree Planting P roject -  Each school child ir. a selected  grade, 
probably 5rado 6 or 7» w ill bo asked to  p la n t  and cu ltiv a te  a 
t r e e  during 1966 and 1 9 6 7 .

7• Community Improvement -  Some organizations such as tho Chamber of 
Commerce or Local Community Society w ill be asked to take the 
in itia t iv e  in encouraging lo ca l residents and businessmen to improve 
and clean up th eir premises fo r IÇ6 7 .

Performing Arts Program -  The Centennial Commission w ill subsidize 
a number of selected a r t i s t s  and performances to make possible the 
staging of high quality performances a t  reduced costs  during 1967.
A fu rth er subsidy w ill be granted fo r tra v e llin g  expenses to enable 
sm aller communities in Isolated  locations to partake in th is  program. A 
second p art of the Performing Arts Program w ill be to coim issicn  
w riters  and d ire cto rs  to  develop a simple Centennial Pageant or 
Performance th at can be enacted by lo cal performing a r ts  or th e a trica l  
groups. This program is  ju st now developing and we do not yet know 
to what extent the Northwest T e rrito rie s  w ill b en efit.

9« Canadian Armed Forces Tatoo -  This searchlight t a too w ill recreate  
the whole history of the Canadian Armed F o rces. Unfortunately, the 
tatoo  w ill not trav el to  tho Northwest T e rrito rie s  but the Armed 
Forces have given assurance th at some form of observance w ill be 
provided in the te r r i t o r i e s .

We are s t i l l  negotiating with the Centennial Commission for a special 
p roject for the Northwest T e rr ito rie s , such as a barge tra v e llin g  down 
the Mackenzie River, to  a c t  as a focus fo r T e rr ito ria l  Centennial obser
vances. The Cîntennial commission appreciate th at some such feature w ill 
bo required in the north and have assured us that some p ro ject w ill be 
developed.

I I  Jo int ve oral -  T e rr ito ria l  Programs

1 . Centemiial Memorial P roject -  This is  the Regional Library Building 
th at Council decided to build a t  Uay R iver. Tho F e d e ra l Government
is  putting up $250,000, which w ill be the whole co st of building, 
equipment and furnishings other than books and o ffice  fu rn itu re .
A l ib r a r y  c o n su lta n t and an a r c h i te c t  have been com m issioned. F in a l  
plans fo r  the building are expected by the end of the summer. The 
position of T e rr ito ria l Librar'an  is  being ad vertised .

2 . Centennial Grants Program -  Under th is program, the Federal Govern
ment contributes i>2.00 per resident for approved p rojects of a lastin g  
nature provided the te r r i to r ie s  make a matching grant of $1 .00 per 
re sid en t4

At i t s  February Session, Council agreed to  a proposal to  confine these 
fluids to the single p roject of a Centennial Arch and Tourist Centre to bo 
constructed along the Mackenzie Highway close to  the Alberta border. Since 
the February Session, we have had requests from some of the larg er com
munities in the Mackenzie D is tr ic t  fo r assistance with p rojects  such as 
lo cal l ib ra ry  buildings and swimming pools that would f i t  in vory well



-  3 -

with the Centennial Com ission*s idea of p rojects  under the Cen
tennial Grants scherie. The proposed Arch and Tourist Centre has 
been c r itic iz e d  because:

(a ) I t  i s  not for the use of res 'd en ts of the N orthw est"Territories;

(b) I ts  value is  limited to  a few months in each year;

(=) Maintenance and ooeration co sts  w ill be high;

(d) Locating th is  second major p rojoct a few miles from 
the Memorial Library means th at a l l  of the Federal -  
T e rr ito r ia l  financed n rojects w ill be in one section  of 
the te r r i to r ie s  with nothing fo r tho Mackenzie Delta, 
the Central and Eastern A rc tic .

If  our regional lib ra ry  systsm is  to  function pronerly, we w ill 
require su b -lib raries <r d istrib u tin g  centres in such location s аз the 
D elta, the Central and the Eastern A rc tic . A lo ca l lib ra ry  i*: also  
urgently required in Yellowknife. I t  is  now believed th at a more 
p ra c tic a l allotm ent of the Centennial Grant money would bo a very sub
s ta n tia lly  reduced to u ris t centre to  be manned by students during the 
summer months and to ask the more populated centres of the Northwest 
T e rrito rie s  to  submit p rojects  fo r consideration under the Centennial 
Grants Program. Preference could be given to  p ro jects  of a cu ltu ral or 
h is to r ic a l  nature and to communities th at offered some lo c a l support 
and gave assurance to the future oparation of the p ro je c t.

I l l  T e rr ito r ia l  -  Local Programs :

This program was proDOsed and agreed to a t  the November Session of 
Council and provides each community with a grant from the T e rr ito ria l  
Council of $ 2 .0 0  per resident provided the community contributes 5 1 .00  
fo r  each $ 2 .0 0  from the T e rr ito ria l  Government. Observances under th is  
program may take any form the m ajority of lo cal residents approve. The 
lo ca l p ro ject may be a stru ctu re , an imorovement, a celebration  or any 
other form of observance. The resnor.se from individual communities to  
th i3 program has not been very activ e  up to th is  tim e. Thi3 may be 
attrib u ted  to  the lack  of advertising of the program or the lack of lo ca l  
in te re s t . To give b e tte r e ffe c t  to  th is  and a l l  Centennial programs Mr. 
Jack Taylor of Yellowknife has been engaged on a part-tim e basis to v i s i t  
communities, to  adviee them and help to in itia te  Centennial Observances. 
As most of these p rojects  w ill be small, i t  may be well in to  1966 or 
e arly  1967 before the local p ro ject is  fin a lise d .

Recommendation
The Commissioner recommends th at the decision reached a t  the February 

Session of Council with regard to  the Centennial Grants Program be set 
aside and th at the to ta l  of $72 ,000  provided fo r th is  program be made 
availab le fo r  p rojects  in several communities in the Northwest T e rr ito rie s : 
th at p ro jects  of a cu ltu ral or h is to r ic a l  nature w ill be giver, preference 
and th at no more than s ix  such p ro je cts  w ill be considered.


