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CHILD VJSTFAR5 ORDINANCE

Mr. Ju stice  J .  H. Sissons of the T e rr ito r ia l  Court has w ritten  to  ne 
giving his views of and experience with P art TV of the Child Welfare 
Ordinance wnich re la te s  to  adootion. The learned Judge has a life tiiw  of 
experience in the p ractice  of law and on the Bench. As the f i r s t  Judge 
of the T e rr ito ria l  Court he has boon assiduous in studying the needs of 
northern people. He has travelled  to  and held Нзг Majesty’ s Court in 
places larg e  and small, near and fa r , including many th at are very re 
mote. He has approachod his task* with a keeness of in to rcst th a t could 
not be surpassed. He has rendered judgements in a wide v a rie ty  of m atters 
and has often accompanied them by observations from the Bench ch a racter
i s t i c a l l y  candid and pointed. Some of these ob iter d icta  I have read with 
approbation. For one or two T have f e l t  gratitude to the Judge fo r  ruling  
with c l a r i t y  on a m attersof importance to  people of the Northwest T e rrlto ie s  
and to th is  le g is la tiv e  body. On the other hand, there have boon occasions 
when the Judge has stated  views with which Г could not agree, notwith
standing the research and study th at have beer, evident ir. the m aterial th at  
has accompanied the statement of view.

In his l e t t e r  about adoptions in the Nortnwest T e rrito rie s , tne Judge 
favoured mo with a long l e t t e r  giving the re su lt оГ much 3tudy and thought 
on his p a r t .  I  have personally examined the subject with c a re . As a 
re su lt I  am persuaded of tho correctn ess of the main oolnts the Judge 
has^to make > about the Adoptions Legislation  of the Northwest T e rr ito rie s .  
As I see i t ,  these main ooints are two in number:

1 .  The requirements soelled out in the le g is la tio n  are unnecessarily  
and undesirably comolicated.

2 . I t  is  repugnant to tho prooer concent td  the role of the ju diciary  
fo r the Judge to  be constrained as he is  by the provisions of our 
le g is la tio n  to  issue an adootion order only provided he has a 
recommendation so to  do from the Fuoerint*r>der.t of Child W elfare, 
a government employee.

I t  i s ,  th erefore, my irta n tio n  to  lay  before Council a B i l l  to  amend 
the Child Welfare Ordinance in order to  remedy the two d efects mentioned 
above and accomplish c e rta in  other cnanges that seem to be d esirab le .

I  had hoped to  have th is  B i l l  ready fo r  the June session but members 
know how lim ited are щу resources in the m atter of having le g is la tio n  
prepared. I  wish to place a l l  important B ills  in your hands a fu ll  two 
months before the sessio n . This one esp ecia lly  fo r the actio n  I propose 
is  con troversial in th at some key advisers hold a viaw in th is  m atter 
d iffe re n t from mine. T w ill be glad to  know whether Council am roves in  
p rin cip le .

P . G. P iv e rts , 
Commissioner
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