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AIRCR." [ &FOTTING OF CARIZOU FOR HUNTERS
I

At the February, 1265, Session, Council requested that a
pllot project be carried out in the Richardson Hountains to
determine the effectiveness of the use of aircraft for locat-
ing caribou herds and reporting their exact location to local
hunters. Information on k111, waste, transportation, disposal
or storage of meat, costs and time requirements as well as
special problems was also to be determined.

The pilot prcjec: could not be carried out because the
Game Departmeni was Tully committed at the late date the re-
quest was received, [owever, reconnaissance of the sub ject
was made by the Supoerinicndent of Game.

Upon his arrivel at Allavik on April 23, it was learned
that a caribou hyré izd passed through the Richardson Moun-
tains on its nci-thward nmigration. This herd of approximately
2,000 had arrived at Horn Lake on the last day of March where
it was intercepted by about 12 Aklavik hunters who took an
estimated 120 aninals. Most of the carcasses had been flown
out to Aklavil by cormorzial airecraft.

On Aprii 2L the herd had arrived at Canoe Lake, 24 miles
due west from ALlavik cud 40 miles NNT of Horn Lake where the
animals had been iocatsd at the end of karch. No hunter from
Aklavik was interecstcd in going to Canoe Lake to obtailn

additional caribou. Apporently, they had sufficient meat for
the coming sumzer.

In order to obtsis aubhentic information on its deily
movements the Superintendent decided to charter an aircraft
and relocate tho herd. \icn flying from Aklavik to Horn
Lake it was obseivod thas some caribou must nave been left
inadequately cached on s lake for many ravens were stirred
up by the approsch of il aircraft. %“olves and ravens had
already taken the major part of he meat. That portion which
was still £it for human consumption was properly covered and
the Game Officer wes nstructed to tell the owner that unless
he would imm.edlatzly =cccver ike reraining meat, charges would
be laid azainst him undsr Ssction 15 of the Game Ordinance,

Continuing the £iight in a northern direction, nec caribou
were observed until tho Rlow River-Rapid Creek area. Tnere,
the herd was found scatiezed cver a wide range. There could
be no doubt that this was Lhe same hoerd that had passed Horn
Lake. It had moved from Eorn Lake to Canoe Lake within 10
days and then had mirraied an additional 55 miles within 14
days. The herd had covered an average of four miles per day,
a relatively fast migratien.

At this time the caribou had already rioved too far from
Aklavik to make it agpcaling to the hunters to go out again,
An adequate meat suppiy hzd been secured and tho approaching

ratting season kept. the vrappers on their traplines,

Although a pilot prajec in its proper meaning could not
be carried cut, tie res%rlctcd csconnaissance flight, as well
as the situaticn enccunised, allow the following conclusions

to be drawn:

(a) Local huriers seem 3o be well acquainted with the seasonal
migrations of canibs1 so that advice as to the exact
location of rmigrating lerds seems to be unnocessSary.
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(b) Caribou travel relatix .. fast curing their sprinc
migration, so that it will be difficult to predict
their exact location. After a few days the caribou
will be miles away from where they were spotted.

(¢) Hunters have proved that they are capable of planning
and *iming their hunts %o their own advantagze.

The cost for this restricted experim:nt amounted to $261
for chartering aircraft alone. -.hen considering the use
of aircraft by Game Officers for spctting and reporting
caribou as a, common practice, it must be concluded that
at least 410,000 will have to be spent for an enterprise
of 1little or no apparent value.

In the Cormissioner's view such experditure would not be
Justified,




