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Commissioror, Northwest Territories
Fort Smith, N.W.T.

Denr Sir:

Inuvik, N.VW.7.
Wey 15, 1965

This brief barely touches on peliticel and economic affalrs, I must
leave those subjects to somobody else -= hoping that somebody oxists,

In the departmont of politics, NAT is in sad shrpe being a oolonial
holding of federal government agencies and the vested interests they choose
to favore It is also an entertaining labtoratory of social experiment for
their consultants. FPerhaps the fecderal povarnment is reluotant to loosen
its dictatorship of N%T because the status quo is so profitable and so much
fun for so many Outsiderse

Vie are served the crumbs of democracy here, This is the tims when the
NST CGouncil should be packsd with native representatives of the people — at
the very least, two Councillors per settlement and town — and they should
be permitted real power to control the destiny of their own land, Right now
they should be drawing up a bill of social and private rights that would be
an example to all, Thase are the things colonial psople all over the world
are struggling fore Why should they be withheld from Canacians?

The excuse we'rs piven for our political bondage is that we can't yet
afford truly representative povermnmant: the expense would be toe highj
distances are too greate Strangely, we can nfford the large entourages ef
absentes chiefs on tour, we can afford the repstitious "surveys" that
gather dust; wa can afford to move whole hcuseholds of people in and out
of the country on a rotationmiewvacation basis; we can afford to fly badminton
playsrs hither and thither for tournamants.

The NWT is not even allewed an accounting of its own revenuss much of
which is pocksted by the federal government and redistributed as "projacts,"
Ve are ruled by absentee chiefs and their puppet council of yess=pen, Our
privacy is invaded year aftor year by careerisis on contract who pretend to
collect our opinitons rnd then draft up programs that are good for us. Some
of us are still second cless, or nowclass, citizens by virtus of an antique
social system in modern dress. It is this socisl aystem, at lsast as it
exists in Inuvik, that ia the chief concern of my brief,

It ought to be remembered by =l who tinker with this country that this
is & land that is sensitive, though bitter and hard} its wounds heal slowly,
its scars are permanent, It should also be kept in mind that it is inhabited
by human beings who like anybedy else are cmpable of both suffering and
happiness, and who have only one life to live,

As a citizen ami a voter I request that this report and letter be treated
as a brief intended for the edification of our political masters, federal and
territorial, and that it ba glven an of ficinl reading aloud and be entered inte
the public records.

N
’

Respectl'ully, eyt ]

P.S.Barry
co/ Rheauzs, Siverte,
Vallee, Trimble,
Lynch, Hill, ete.




Tableddocument No. 1

UTOPIA IN THE ARCTIC
A bria{ addrsased te the
M‘amberu +i 'srliament of Csnada and the
Council of the Northwest Torriteries by

a Citizen ef Inuvik, NeW.T,
P‘S.Barry

Te eld-timers in the Mackenzie Delta, Inuvik is Toy Town. And so it
seams to have been planned: a toy town for toy people. The doll mother and
doll father with three or four doll children 1iva in a cute dell house "in
the first community north of the Arctic Cirsle built to provide normal
facilities of a Canadian town,” The dolle are kept functioning, like "normal,"
by an imitation mastro-intestinal system —— the Utilidoras

Utepla in the Arctie ~- at least by englneerinp standards, Nice end tidy.

The trouble is Inuvik filled up with real peeple,

Jenuine human beings of all kinds who quarrel, gessip, boss each other
around, steal things, drown their woes or boredon in drink. Twentyefive
hundred 1ive souls who let their dogs and kids ro astray, beat their wives,
put up buildings where they shouldn't, burn holes in furniture, gat'ﬁ.red,
have sex with the wrong peepls, snub the old folks, Real people, like you
meet everywhers, who moonlight, moonshine, and bootleg booze —e who sass the
coﬁe, overdraw bank accounts, throw wild parties, and teor up Utilider staps
for stove wood, Honest—=to~god humans who break windows, jam the toilets with
dlapers and Kotex, freeze to death whan drunk, spread Vi, and play loud
electric puitars.

Pe.ople == who can't find jobs, lock their husbancs out, stick knives into
each othor, cheat their customers, lie, pray snd beg, They run the usual gamut

from saint to sinner, without regard for ragce, religion er upward mobility,




Brains are randomly distributed, despite education. Se are wit, enterprice,
ingenuity, coursge and compassion.
n The engineers be camned, Inuvik is a town full oS life.

It could even be described as a microcosm, except for ons thing. It's
a little world of lively human beings, all right, but they've been shaken wp
and poured out according to no system at all, or at bast a burlesqus of
system, The absenttminded peniuses who knew a lot about ground slepe and
parmafrost surc drew a blank on human nature, In the "world's first truly
modern Arctic town" they created a soolal monster: the compeund, prand eld
relic of British colonlalism, is simply Jazzed up by nodern engineering and
tuned in loud to the competitive ruckus Qutside,

In dressing up a jaded antique, the master planners ondowed Inuvik. with
a soclal and physical shape in which status is based on aceident and luck,
while natural values sre irrelevante Chief relavancy here is the Utilidor
w~ do you have it or don't you?

It will tske some time Sor ornery human nature to undo the damagee
Because of the Utilidor and the obsolete compound theory it disguises, the
townts awkward layout will last for a leong time, Tha hospital is farthest
avay from those most apt to be patients, The school is handier to the hostele
and te Toy Town than to the real townspeople, 0ld ladies on welfare have to
crawl on their hands and knces to spend their checks st the Bay, The tmo
hostels, particularly the PC hostel, are situated in a fire trap, a leng detour
for the fire truck ~- and thers are no fire hydrmts in the west end, Two of
the three ohurches are located in the center of town instead of in neirhborhoods

nesr their people, So far, only one neirhborhood store exists, and no neigh-

borhoed coffee shop or other gathering place. Social life is either uptown




I It is apainst theae distortions, physical and social, that Inuvik as

a livo town is now struckling. 7his painful strupgle is in ad:'ition to the
conflic* betrmsen prople of two different ways of 1ifs, ons group assipgned te
manipulate tho rest "for thelr own sood," an? the rest trying to make a living
as best they can in a hard country. ‘

The struggle is not made any ossier by the fact thit those entitled to
manipulate are temporary residents — mere visitore, whose appzarance hore is
eften just another wayatop in a career, while many of the rest, the nativew
born and other permanent reaidz;ntu, happen to be porsons who are easily oute
ghouted by intruders with a acral mission.

0n ona side are the selfw-assured, superior bein;'s who have advantagss and

privileges the others don't. These are tho ('s noted by Reperter Crarles

Lynch, the supposedly dold poople in the doll houses on ths Utilidor, The truth

isy they're just as human as the rast, although they like to pretend otherwise.

Cn the other side is everybody elss, thre non-'.!'a)rmo live in tired old

512's hauled from Aklavik years ago or left from construction days, in remodeled

combinations of 512's and rew lunber, in plywood-pasteboard cembinations in

zones forbidding a proper rvof, cabirs knewn as lcw=cost homes, frame tents, and

a few trailers, 'ore fecently have been added several modcl buildeiteyourself
"ideal" bunpalows wkich veren't so easy to assenble ani pay for as the sales
pitch would have it,

Significantly, non-U's usually speak of excremant by its first nase, U's

tend to use the worc to refer to everything alse but, because they hardly ever

ses the resl thing,




Dinosaur with a Corrcpgated iHide

The Utdilidor is by far the meirdest sicht in town. It outahinss the
midnight sun awl the RC 4rloo church as a subject for visitors' photose It
is just as foreirn to the inhiahitants »s it in to tourlsta.

Hounted on piles, it struta stiffly among th~ huildinge of half the teen,
carrying haat and watrr to, and the crap fro. You can sither crawl under 1,
find asome steps over it, or take the long way around. &teps aml easy crawlinz
places nmust bo searched cut before the dark days begin., Alse the places where
a vicious dop miprht be strkod Just on the othar side,

Btilidor pipes are insulated and covered with a correrated metai glinting
bleakly in the sun ani looming darkly in the darks It is wrong to throw stones
at ity The least the engineers covld have dons wis to have made the casing
so people who don't like it ovuld easily write "Down with the ntilldor; and
other pertinent praffiti on the sidess Fut the Utilidor is not tho sort of
thing te yiéld ainor satisfactions,

I don't know how much the Utilidor has cost the government, A nersoa
could fina out, I suppose, by s<eking dorthern Cansda Power Cennission which
built it and operates it, It's snourh ic say 1t was = and continues to be e~
fabulously expensive., it's incredible that the fedors1 Governzent would allow
NZPC and its consultants, ‘lontreal Laginaering Youpany, to ersct such a dinocsaur
for the benefit o:i thcse whose interest in the Delia “ountry averspes two yearse

The Utiliuox; is a pudblic nuisaznce, UYsybs a public spirited hero will
blow it up, It is diractly related to most of Imivik's growlng pains, and
it profouniiy agpravates all the rost, Ihat's Yecause sors people have it
and some people don't, md the true ressons for the differance don't add up to

sense in this country. The U's have it hecauss, with s handful of exceptions,




they wera hired Qutside and prosumahly can't survive in tha Arctic without it,
They need "normal” life. The non-U's don't have 1t — and surviva,

The {i'e are tnschers, nungineers, clerks, »ainters, carpanters, ropairmen,
mochanics, biolorists, boilernan, typists, secrotaries, technicisrs, RCIP,

& boatbuilder, firechiaf, doctnrs, nurses, mcci:al workers, radio men, and
administrators, assistants and caretakers of this and that, All are here
keeping Inuvik poing as a medical, educational and administrative center,
although the efforts of many keep Yoy Town Ltself geinge Officers and men

of tho HMCS Inuvik, md their families, acrount for roughly one=fourth the
population of Toy Town. You natural 1y wonder what the R Navy is doing here, but
tho Navy koeps its mouth shut. The enswor may be "nothing,"

The ®tilidor is a physical barricade amongst the U's themselves., Probably
Inuvik is the only town with "nnimal facilitics" in Canada where people must
oravl to visit the neiphbors. Soma prople never do pet to know the nelpghbors
because they instinctively avold crawling., ot that it matters: the neichbors
may be gone in two wecks or two months. #hat mattera is thet all along the
lino the Utilidor is democratic: it rives the same overheanted sarvice year

round to on® and all, boss an! bootlicker — from Cutside, trab is,

The Cual of Life
I've heard Utilidor life described as the ;oal te which Northernsrs ought
to aspire. It's sonething to be worked for, enrned, deserved, How? Sasy,
By shaping up to the "standerda” of thosa who occupy the doll houses, improving
yoursolf until, at last, you ¢ualify for a civil service job that will rat
you "in" Sowe people actually telieve this mvtr, Mozt who do live on the
Utilidor already, Gut when non~U paople do by chance qualify for U jobs

and housing, a new rule is su usually invoked; ycu can’t bs born here — you

have to be hired from Outside,




You would think thnt in view of Ottawa's nublicity about the ourposas
of povernment activity in thr MHorth, i.c. to promote progress in these
lnnospitable rerions, the bureaicrats wmonuld ik~ to make n reorl show, and
got lorthernore into those model fretic-pros{ homa.

But 1t jnst 1sn't srs To Cttawn's o0ld /rctic hands who dish out the
advice fron deap in the plush comfort of the Arctic Circle Club all Northerners
are retarded children who must b~ nuraed slowly away from stons=apshoods <The

imags of civilized Canadianism set bofore them 1s the showered, insured sobriety

of the middle class civil servani, the only people fit to occupy Toy Tovm, Anybedy

living in Inuvik ought te know this image 1s phen=y. PBut no variations are
adnitted by Ottawa — at lenst that's the way it works out,

Mesnwhils, many jobs that could bs hmdled by Northerners with onwtheejob
training a re thoughtleasly automated, as with the telephone system, Cr are
filled by personnel hired in Vancouver, Gal pary, Winnipeg, and so on, as with
numerous clerk, technical and mechanical positi-ns under high=flown qualifica-
tions, Or the work i= contracted to Outside firms who bring in workers, fer
the sake of efficiency, and hire Northernors only as casual labdor — as {s
threatened vy tha Iquustrial “ivigion's plan for gulde aervice in the N4T,

Cr U wives are hired in preference to netive girls. And there's nct much else
hers for people who wint to "grt shead” or even ewrn a living,

So (utsiders get the jobs, tho houses and the U. This is only ons of the
ramificaticne of the Utilidor and the sncisl "system" it imooses. The fancy

plumbing seems to back v~ on itself,

ilow to be a Hon=U
The only qualification for beinp a non-l is thxzt you don't have Utilider

service —— hence these ncorle are wildly an’ delipiitfully assortad, They don't




have the Utilidor bacausas

1. Thay wora born here and can't afford it, or can't pet it even if they
could afford Lts Somo with povernmant jobs don't have U housing because the
allotment of apartmonts for their néency is uscd up by the bigwips,

2, They cams lorth on their own heok, can't afford it, can't get it.

3. They don't want it,

Amony the non-U's are the adainistrator, who livas where hs coes by
personal choices “here are also trappers, taxi=drivers, bush pilots, garbape
nen, truck drivers, wage workers, olaaning laddes, radio announcers, a nurse,
Jail matrons, alrplane mechmics, laundry workers and waitressess ‘lse, baby
sitters, small businessmen, the tarritorial liquor deslor, bush workers, an
alrlines agent, casual laborers, s=amstresaos, a draplino operator, pdnters,
cnt—~drivers, freipht handlers, prospeotors, a fur trader, carventerts helpers,
meter reader, barber, theater attendant and cookse There gre a {ew cheerful
prostitutes, the manngers of a boarding place for madical cases in transit,

& biolorist, a candy seller, Al the unemployed, indigent and aged. It's
rumored the school prineipsl is trying to join us; the CBC atatior-\ manager
has slready,

Many nnnfU'a have different jobs at cifferent scasons, sometices no ircome
st all for several seasons, Ihey trke whatover turns up, md "marage™, as
Northerners do, the rest of the tins, * good many live out in the bush part
of the year, a few having camps in the Delia and cn up-country lakes and streams
that ars their best, favorite or only hozen. Still others have no home at
all, but camp a day here, a week there with relatives and frienls; these form
a floating populstion nsrd to count, Some tske baby sitting jobs just to pet

a hone,




The condition of 1ife in Tent Town, as the schoel kids call non—U nefgh~
borhoods, 1s that everybody has a honey-bucket toilet, or at least a Klim
can, Some people dump their honey in the ncarest vacant lots Cthars collect
it in plastic bapgs and leave i1 in a beerbox by the road until it disappears;
presumably the parbage men teke Lt, Flastic bags cost 19¢ each at the Bay o
such is the price of sanitation in the ‘rctic tht the trade in them is not
very briske They asre a luxury for a»fnmily ef 12, 1If a four-bucket heerparty
develeps of an evening, usc of plartic bags is plrin gquanderinge People
are alse in the habit of just ‘uwpping outside —- to save tremselves and
ethers itrouble,

The original plan fer Tent Town had 3 "honey houses s each a tall building
with & formidable heipht of steps leading to tvo doors: one door to dump thre
honay, the other %to get water. The two 1ittle rooms were foul} the steps were
foul and eliopery, WP Gene Mheaume had gomething to do with petting them
locked up for health roasons for a while last winter. Then three or four
big gas barrels were placed at the bottom of the steps. On a warmish day a
bag of homsy makes quite a splash as it drops into a half-filled barrel.

Those who have wster barreis and can sfford thre fee (31425 now; at
mid-winter it was 21,50 a barrel if you ceuld get 1t), have water celivered,
once a wesk if all zoes well. Some governtent apencies do this for their
employees, A few peopie have rigped running water systems, Others take showers
at the laundry. Some people cut ice after the Fackenzie runs clexr in late
fall. Some sinmply fetch waer in SO0-pound milk cans or buckets AS they need

1it, It's az&ouchinp, sirht during the dark cays to see the lonely souls with

buckets scuttling about looking for wnter,



hater can he potten from the laundry -— if the outdoor tap isn't

broken or frozen, Thore is also waisar atv the honey houscs, such ac it is.

People who have to ret water that woy are pretty careful wh t 4hry co with

its TYou have to pack a lot of witer to wash clothes for a family of nine or
tens The only othor cholce for "chrap® wasihing are four leaking, cranky c-*
machlnes at the towm laundry — 30¢ a loads Warh day usually weans older ;

stay home from school to help,

Tha Utilidor Mentality

A few hipheminded U's woiuld like to see the Utilidor extended to the
are

non-U's. These/waywout types who'vs discovered that non-U's may be a

reasonably decent people'even if thkey haven't pot flush toilets, To thea

the element of luck in being U or non=U is pretty obviouss These Uts are
very penerous about bath and laundry privilepges for their few noneU
‘acquaintances. They themselves are depandent on t-e Utilidor, something like
unborn pigs depend on their umbilical cords, Mnybe, like the pigs, they nre
cheerfully confident everybody should bo the same to be heppye They see the

Utilidor as it now is to be undemocratic,

The i's are not the only onds tied to the Utilidor as a way of Arctie
life, ‘bsentee government chiefs suffer fr:am Gtilidor mentality slsos They
are evidently committed to it as a main factor in town planning, They con-

tinue to develap the U end of torm, building slong ever more Utilidor loops

ever more houses to accomodate ever more rersonnel from Quisids to service
éver more othor personnel from Qutside,

Inuvik badly necds » among many things, inexpensive group housing for
sore of the "floating®
2 ye~r age urged that snme such facility be built at onces But Ottawa chiefs

eannet comprohend anything but an elabornte Qutside=type Y on the Utilidor,

popul: tden of younpg working peoples A IWCA survey almost
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The cost of such buildings is formidihle, ancd budgeting beyond the routine
always takes yoars of manewveringe It will ber a long time before Inuvik pete
a Y, if ever, Latest word is that a Y will be built in Yollowknife insta~d.

Those good grim visionnries are so hung up on the Utilidor they can't
figure out how to give the kids a break, They hint that the "gommunity" help '
1tself in this regards But the "community" with enough feeling to tackle a
m-oje.ct of this sort amcunts to the same handful who are alwaye reaching into
their pockets to fimanc: this and that. They aren't rich and thay are beginning
to feel bleds The rest are too poor or don't give a damne

lle;:;l}vhile, well-meaning ii's suggest t?xat the kids "do something for them-
selves Jlike we did when we were their age," They forgot there were xore eppor-
tunities available Outside, that they had more md batter education to begin
with themselwes, and that conditions were not so hard, Why others should be
required to be more ingantoixs than the U's is hard to see, Host of the floaters
would be happy with a little more privaoy than they have, md a place to cache
their belongings safely, They aren't ahove heating wash water in a teakettls
=-- they always did anyway when they weren't living in the hostels.

The Utilidor hang-up is alse responsible for the disgraceful ar'xd expansive
aerviqe system in the non=U neighborhoods. Had Ottawa sunk half i%ts Utilidor
nonsy into a democratic, everyhody's equal water delivery and garbage pickep
system, backed by efficient garage fecilitles to handle inevitabls midewintsr
breakdowns, .Inuvik would now be » town to ba proud of. Instead, water and
ice are dear, when and if delivered, Hon°y is irregularly collected, The tomn
stinks of burning garbhage and rubbish; dogs and ravens scatter refuse if it
isn't burned, .Thia is sanitation in a reglon where public hoalth is supposad

to be of param;:unt importance and in a town where the poverrment has financed

& "normal™ water and sewage system,




Two Scenes

U's and non Uts are separated from each other by the downtown seotion
which includes tho great apread of the federsl schoel, its two hostels and
their attending relirious facilities,

i'e are necessarily grquped in one Wip photto atraddling the maln drag,
Mackenzio Road, batween down-tonn and the hospitels. Thore bulldozers have
created a level wasteland where once was muskeg and tnipa, ALl the people
are eé;uipped with clothes dryers, so it's hard to tell wind direction, summer
or winter, by looking out the window,

. The houses snd ;artment.a sit on piles, hence Tvﬁ Tomn's joking nanme,
Hemorrhoid Hill, Ps;t dogs nre chained to the steps or to Utilidor piles.
Shorteut paths are dsternined by location of Utilidor steps.

Evidently buildings wore painted hy a progressive kincergartner, with sach
fourplex in four colors, strireds Raason for the color carnival is to "relieva_v
the monotony of the country" «— which includes rolling spruce~covered hills
snugrling the town, tha bush-lined waterwa:s of the Delta, and plimpses of
the Richardson tfountains bayord in the #est., Even so, there is a lurking
inhospitality about the enclave t'hat_rmcke of Toronto or Edmonton, Steps
to tﬁe doors sre somzhow not inviting, and not just because of the dors. They
are sliprery and too high. The second story windows glare down disdainfully,
fthole buildings seem about %o walk away‘ on their many stumpy legs. The place

desolate
is particulerly desolte in winter.

Non=U's in their down to earth cottapes and cabins are scattered over

hill and dale among willows, spruce ard bireh, seerinply enjoying the disorderly

variety of themselves and thoir situ~tiona Except in dcep midwinter, the

clqthealima flap with worn, washed and nended merchandise from Saton's and
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the Bnys, Slrd dops aro staked to on= wide or in vecant lots near honme
Shortecut paths 1ie close by the housess Yc: can hear people telking topether
as they pass, and they can haar the thump, leughter and music of life inside,

In summer, washing machines, washtubs, stoves and whter barrels are
moved outdoors to make more rooms Children live outdoors day and night in
the yords, streets, puddles, bushes and trees, Here md there is the spicy
odor of honcys

In wintez:,ynrda acconodate sleds, tobograns, sawed ice, prrhaps a wood-
pile and sawhorse, crates of p'ouaesninna that den't flt indoers, Some belong-
ings ars kept on the roof -« figh, tool.,_ snowshoes, m~ybe a caribcu head -
within easy reach, but out of the way of dogs and kids. Some people build a
snow porch if they cen find the right snow, During dark days the Irosted

trees glow amonpst the helter-sekelter squares of home 1ights,

Sociel Life in Utopia

"Here in the North, the fancier you get the more
you got to lose," ~- An Old=tirar,

It's suspected there may be an exolusive camaraderie developing among
non-Y's, emhracing all those who empty their own honey buckets and scrounge
for water, Ule and non=U's live ao far fr-m each other it's hard for the
Uts to keep track of Just what is poing on down in Tent Town., For all their
aloofness, their habits of over=erganizing averything th~y do, their wealth

of belomiinga ard adventapas, U's are one and all fascinated by non-Uls,
There is no more intriguing subject of goasip than the comings and goings,

resl ard imagined, of those strange souls "at the other end,” There's ewan

a wistfulness about some U's, s if they wlshed they belonged, The wistfulness

grows upon them the longer they stay in town,



A few i'g sense their own futile imp-rmaronce here, and some may even
feel they're missing something —~ the real 1ife of the town, maybe, or cven
resl life, Perhaps deaper, more lasting friendshipse Or the chance of
knocking some shape into this shapaless town, Thgse neople are noticeable
boosters of Inuvik's jroliferating olubs which are always lookiﬁg for good
works to accomplish, or a reasonable facsimile,

Truly they can accomplish 1ittle in the way of profound improvemente
® flutter at Prownies or some such mickeymouse project is about pars First
off, the town ‘1'3 8o ensnorled in the conflicting red tape and enpire building

of agencies having a stake hrre that nothing serious can be done unless a
q

.couple of remote chiefs shoose to moves The various head officew bestowing

thoughtful change on inuvik ~re lccated in Fort Saith, Zdmonton, Vancouver,
Calgary, Ottana, London and bome, It's not knewn whether the brass in these
places communicate with each others Nor is it certain that Inuvik is more
than a soeck on their office maps., Absentee chiefs who do chance to tour
their holdinas in tho Arctic are impressive for their obtuseness and the size
of their retinues of press snd radio nen.

Secondly, when there is a project in the wind, the de-goodniks from
pr Town doninnte the policy, imspire the activities, do all the talking,
Soms feel justified becnusa they'va had "more ex.perier:ce." Others see it
to be their 'duty to "improve the natives," The projects usually fada when
the moving spirit moves on. Non-U's havins a healthy wish not to be inproved
stay away. A fet; content themselves with token participation, or juast send
the kids if it's that sort of thinp, Ut's fe~l outraged when their earnest
efforts »re unappreci-ted, It doesn't occur to them that non=-U's may feel
they haven't a voice or choice in U=inspired activities, or thet nany projects

aren’t to their taste. Besicdes, a person may be ‘tired after shifting tubs

of wagshwater on and off the stave,




Curling is thourht to be a storming success among both Uts and non=Its,
byg curling as the town's main recreation (and preoccupation) was dacidedon
by U's. iny a few non-U's take part. Wost non=U's can't afford curling and
the heavy expenditure for soclal deinking it involwes, Still othera can't
Jugple their work like U''s can to suit the relentless curling schedules.

Curlers loudly declare that the rink is a big step along Progress Road,
but there still isn't any neirhborhood reoreaticn building for nonmcurlerse
Yhen a group of native peovle proposed this winter that community recreation
money be invested in 5 n.tive hall in Tent Town they were angrily shouted
down by Ui's who saw the proposal as biased, unfair and uniemocratiee

Asice from the PC and Anglican church Froups, the only other organizati~ns
with more than token mixing aré for children, The hostels supply much of ‘!.he
captive mendershipe .

About the only other sccisl mixing of adults is in the hotel, where the
cacktail lounge is dominnted by U's and the beerparlor is tha precinct of
non=U’s, Many antives feel deliberataly excluded by the emphasis on dress
int*e dining room,

Toy Tovrn'u social style is fairly frantic, peared to keeping U's busy
in ways they are used to, and to keep them from missing TV, There are
tuppermware partins, imoortant meetinps, coffee gossips, farowell wassails, and
fund-raising affairs including waistline teas, raffles, and what a non=U
described succinetly as "haked elephant sales,® Lotaly, the Territorial
government has been invasting scme of its meaper public mensys in recreation
clubs == pistol shcoting, cross country skiing, wix weipht-lifting, badminton,
ix ets,, these involving competition on »il levels, with winners getting trips
here and there to compete with cther competitors. The all-out emphasis on

racreation ncw interfores with serivus school work =- and probahly with work



of othrr sortse DPeople serm to bo nlaying nll tha tina, or getting ready
to rlay sonmething, nt public expense.

Mse there ore dances, and these have commitices, decorntiones, enter-
tainment, supp r renus, tickets, doornrizas, and drinks, Some parties are
staped with magazine food, people in proper proportions and plenty of booze,

But being somewh-t at loose ends st the and of the world, U's tand also
to be impromptu partiers: atopping in to say Hello onn m~an the beginning
of a drinking bout lasting for severnl days, ranging 211 ever Toy To‘m, ‘te
the bar, th: Legicn and the Gurling “1nk, paining and losing personse as it
gdos. The talk is loud, the reecard playsrs deafening.  lecessories in senson,
such as cars, honts and skiddoos — and once en Otter aireraft —- may be
commandeered te enliven the ocersicn. Fiphts and accidents happan, but rarely
is police notice attracted. After it's over, thess people speak of having
been hammered right out of thair minds,

Typically, U's are an unsettled element; they seem to be souls attached
to nowhers, nomade driving caresrs from onn government oasis to another,

Somg kind of brainwashing Qutsicde has convinced t-em of their own suprriority
to other mortals, smi they believe trey are in the north as an example of
right living for the benighted inhabitants, They hope to infect others with
their own strident ambitiousness,

Infeotion actually runs mors in the line of VLo "That disease” is kapt
current by the constant turnover of government and mi'.litary personnel, as well
as by bargs crews in sumwr, Some Il's attribute the wide incidence of clap
to low morals among the n-tive populntion, They are unaware that it 13 the
White Man's continuing pift to the North, and the first case of it in the Delta,

as near as 6an be deternined, can be credited to Sir John Franklin's crew,

The Navy is still in action today.




In the big cltics of Canadg, Uts wers »ble to avnid the sight of raw

1ife , and to hide their own raw liveliness frow nriphbors and friemis, perhaps
pretending to suppress it ia themselvere In Inuvik, nothing wuch cean ba
hiddene U's profess to be horrificd by what thry see — people acting like
people do everywhere, Her; U wives discover whnt their husbands have always
been up toy ~nd vice versa, '

The revelation only deepens the hypocrisy, iecau~e non-U's are not so
pretentious about humar nature, U's feel suspicious of them, even afraid,

They balieve non=U's naed to be "suparviard™ more than ordinary people, Worse,
native northerners, n~arly all non=U, are reparded by aquite a few U's as
unsavory, probably dangernus, usually drunk, mast likely stiftless and obviocusly
stupid and immoral. People with these opinions don't hesitates to express them,
sometimas in public. They try to indoctrinite newcomers with these notions,
imnoring that the description fits lots of U's.

There is also a sanctimonlous nosiness or the part of certain U's about
racisl mixinge 1Ihis hahit is inkerited from the Pritish. Since the people of
the Telta ara pretty thorourhly "mixed," tiey are subjccted to some ruce
scrutiny and prssipe The term halfehrecd (or metis] still exists officially,
though what it's supposed to connote is anybcdy's puess. Some people think
tho sarme insulting meaning. -

Bad manners of the invading U's could be described endlessly. Pushiness
and belittling are com~on. Some hive a vay ef referring to the ™astive problem®
= whatever that is = in the sam® tone used by an up=river NAT Councillor
on the radio last year. Shoula some native=born Nirtharners latch on to a

\

it means helfehuman, "Whitc status™ is a newar nicor oxpresssicn, with about
|

|

\
microphcne they would be xithin rights tc talk about the ¥h:te “an Problec.
|

|

|

\
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Native Northerners arc well aware of these Ustyp2 opinions of therselves,
and they aron't choerod by them. In this repard tho Utilidar is worse than
a publie nuisances It so sets spart and shelters a privileped class that
they con't anpreciate the fnhabitants of the territory thoy are tnvading,

The harsh jucparent of the elite underwines the pride ond self-respect of

a proud and respectnbla_people who are living in hone territory, their ancestral
land., So is raised thk~ question of what is merality anyway, end whe is
qualified to judge it in others.

Some of the warst offenders are toachers. Mlthough they have the bast
opportunity to ba friends with an intoresting, resourcaful and hardy people,
they are likgly to ba the rost vigorous expounders of moral bunkum outside
the chureh, ¥With a few excenticns thoy do not intercst therseslves in the wayas
of tha families of their pupilg-s ~ except to condemn them by implication and
direct remarks, Nor have they my knowledpe cf the history of the couniry
where £hey find ¢ .ems~lves, although every native child is prrsonally relatad
to that history. lMost of the teachers arrived hnre complets, culturally
spraking, and have nothing to learn themselvez. They may dabble in certain
cultursl quaintn=ases, but their ijob is to manipula’e others during school
heurs and to amuse t-emselves the rest cf the timm, Quitc a few of those
gthers, bless ‘em, stiil stubbornly resist being manipulated.

Still, a couple of tencrers should be included anong the Fistful U's,
Cne, an energetic young science teacher, says he conslders his first year
hers a failure, "I didn't reach a single notive kid," he explains, “¥hy?"

It could be the social system that segregrntes hin frem the very kids who

night £ind kitchen sink scienca fascinating,




is independent of materidl goodss Here, the family is usually larger and

more inclusive than Qutsiders »re used to, p-rhaps eambracing grendparents,

an uncle or aunt, a daughter's boyfriend, adopted chil&mn, as well a3 the
mother, father and their own kids. f amily ties »re for stronger than Outsider's
presure, and for more coharant than among U's where the snall family frequently
serves as a vehicle for chasing success.

It is true thai some famnilies are plagued by overcrowding, psverty and
periodic drunkenncss as théy are anyrhere, Tven so the membars moy be strongly
tound by affection and loysltye The family hare is still a rema¥rkably staunch
bastion apainst the intrusions and disruptions of rutside influernces on
traditional ways, Tt's a pity the school is sabotaging this main strength of
the people whj.ch cnuld be so useful to the tenchers,

Most of the folks in Tent Yown have kinship connections in Aklavik, Fort
“acPherson, Tuktoyaktuk, Sichs Harbour, etc, Since Inuvik is a medical and
educ»ticnal centﬁr, the traffic to anr’ fron these points ia considerable, and
long visits from relatives or friends are important sceial events, People
speak sincercly of missing someone who has just left tovm, or of baing lonely
for a person they haven't seen for a lonz tima,

138
Social Life of a People at Hone _
"Taxation without representation is tyramny,
but representaticn without taxation is worsc,"
~fbsentee “hief an an Arctic Tour,
Social 1ifo amont non=Uts is that of a pronle 4t home. Elite views to
the contrary, family life here has a private warmth amnd wholesomennss one
rarely finds Outside anymrre except in country places, This wholescmeness

Sere of the restlessness dispariged by imp:tient U's results from the

" new co.~ritions of 1life Inuvik is imposing on people, Those who were brought

up in sanll settlements frem which they mrved out seasonally to hunt or camp

Yearn to be traveling in certain westher, For many the best home was in ihe
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bush, not in tom, The bast life was on the move, on tha trapline, hunting,
fishing, ratting, ‘he loneliness of nany ncrsons for the hush and rivers
is acute, now that they aro tied to jobs in Inuvik or under pressure to find
wige work horss Fhythms of the seasons, months, dark days and lisht niphts
always affect them profnundly, md it is painful not to be abdble to respond,
Other non-U's have compromised with the conditions of the country and
have committod themsalvas to it by marrisge or permonent settlement. Their
hops is to hang cn here thro'wh hard tiras ss well as good, althourh the
Fovernmant monopoly of opportunity, the snarl of red tape, and the gaping
L Ta by et sy e U By e i cmdiimarg gl oA
volds of nrecedent often conspire to drive t’wm outs’ {r native poirnt out
to me that a whito man without povernment connections is "pratty much lest"
in these parts, not even hawing trapping to fall back one Even 80, an
easier feeling exists among all non=lfs than does among U's, Almost all have
known each other more or less well for ysars. Lthey know what to expact of
each other, and they are usually easy going snd tolerant,

Trore being no noightorhood me-ting place as yet, the plain old-time

dances with jips, reels and squares that enliven holidays in Tuk and ¥acPherson

their own kind of dances, Fventually they will get ons on their own, even if
they can't count on supnort from the rest of Inuvik, Veantime, the occasional
oldwtinme dances at Paffer's Fack Hall dewntown have to serve, though they are
considered nut cf the way, not quite to the people's taste, overorowded, and
often snolled hy boisterous cut-ups and teen-npe twisters,

Anyway, musicians seek each other out when they are in town, There are
nmore pood fiddlers, guitar playars ancd harmonlca artists in Tent Town than

|

\
don't ocour in Inuvik, Psopls say they want their own neirhborhood hall for ‘
in any neighborhood of i%s sizs Qutside, ‘imoszt every man and boy ean play l



something, and most of the accomplished musicians h-ve played togeth-r so
ofton thoy know each otherts style colde Impromptu dances are apt to go on
all night in soneﬁody's hous2, and birthdays an? weddings »re good oxcuses
for a dances Litnly, privote drum dances have been rovived, Thess are
entirely differont in atmosphcre from the exhibitiosns stoped in the .school,
for which drummers now demand payment — a shocking show of commercialism
to the Uts,

There is much cnsual visiting in Tent Tomn. “uring visiting hours the
hospital, particularly the TB ward, swings with sociability and music.
Strolling is a heppy pasttime in good weather; even Uss have plcked up the
hahit,

Parties are always spantaneous, and a prrason who buys a case of beer
or a bottle usually foes tn a friond's house to share ite, NoneU's nlso- g0
on binges and end up fighting, but they worry mcre than U's about petiing
picked up by police, Somc complain of bheing arrested, without warrant, in
their own hous~s and yards, and of heing handled with undue roughness. The
Jail s occupled almast sololy hy natives. There is no reliable lawyer handy
to look into theses matters.

Social 1life among non=Uts has a refreshing spontaneity, They know how
to enjoy each otherts éompany without the help of liquor, althourh they
drink their share of it, They have a pocd ‘:,../ne when they feel like it — not
necessarily when they are supposed toe "Fu:,“ doesn'% require elaborate
rituals or equipment,

Since the first missionaries appeared in the Delca Country ahout 100
years ago there have always been moral advocates on hand to teach ff‘.g people
to be ashamed of themselves., Ifore lately in Tnuvik, this scrt of sressure

has been stappsd up, Both by omission and by direct instructlon the teachers

and the curriculum itself imply that the old ways, the old folks, even the
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children's parents have no valus at all. The lesson goes home with the kids,

For the first time in tﬁe hiatery of tha North, the children hers
have a chance at a decsnt education -~ one they need for sal.f-detense and
self~respect, Some of them are getting it, in spite of the competition frem
Qutsider's kids for schogal spaco and the teacher!s attention. Put others
are not getting it at all «= children handicapped by effects of long 4llness,
others by personalities or cireumstances with which the school is anot sympathetie,
Many ndults who could pick ﬁp reading md arithmetic ckilh badly neéded for
better jobs find the teachers unapproachable under the going system,

The Education Yivision's reeruiting program is partly to blame, emphasizing
status, pay md working conditions, md so attracting too many teachers for
whem these professionsl "standards™ are of first importanes, But the, sccial
structure of Inuvik enforces these at.f.itudea, and destroys the good intentions
of ethers for whom teactlina could be a way of 1ife, Teachers live in a
differsnt world from the people who need then most, That they even avoid
visiting their pupils homes is a hurtful comment,

Toytown and the Utilidor also stard as powerful comments. Stiil I havs
never heard a non=U speak of ""oy Town with envy, though some speak of it
with scorn. Somebody, trying to be good-minded s said of Toy Town peopls,
"(ee, they must be really ciean;"

Siven th_eir style of life, the ‘l.:r'nditinr.a of quiet settlement and bush
life, and knowing the pressures on them, it should be plain to all why many
non-<''g feel uncomfortable in the company of U!'s and are apathetic about
U-dominated organizations such as Home and‘ Sohool,

The newness of Inuvik as a settlament and the irrelevance of organized
effort to their foraer life is also explanation far thw slowmness of non-U

organizations to appear.' Rut these are coming. Two already have taksn hold,



the Wornen's Inubitute md Innuit Coopor-tive, the latter founded for mutuAl
help in house~buiidinge. An embryo town council, based cn the permanent
residents ané property ownars, is Jjust emerging afier nurturing by an
unususrlly sensitive administrator, T.Hs Butters, |

These groups have no interest in mere busy work. Thoy concentrate on
providinr the coeaperative strength and wisdom nceded to deal with changed
conditionse They'll likely ba arcund for a while, regardless of how slomly
they gice or how cautiously they move, ' e e PR 7;\'.'. -

Lmasl T

Toward UJ's and other visitors, native=horn non-ite are Ar_zenerally reserved
~ and dignified, partly because of shyness, and portly because of custom, They
. are distinctly more sensitive to the moy?ds and feelings of others than are
Uts, Thouch hurt many times over, most manage not to betray their feelings,
although drinking can bring the resentments to the surfacey Other non=U's
ars not so stoical and are apt to sound off in defense of themselves,

. % #

The Utilidor at very least is a symbol of separation betwesn Uts and
non=Uts, It distinguishes the kinds of people who are sociasble in different
ways for differeht reascns, One group is on hows territory, their minds full
people, places and events with which they have rapeated contacts; nmany of them
are struggling to mnstb:r new conditions of life imposed upon them by others »
and a few have compromised with conditions for the ;;rivil_ege of living hers,
On the other side are the :Lntrudera', reople with no connections at all, but

impatiently riding herd on tﬁe reat, and trying to fill up a time md a place

with a social life of some sort.




The Renl Inuvik
Gene kheaume, Northwest Territories M.P. once said he was aware that

tha North's only really vast undiscovernd rasource is the tourist from

l
1
\
l
Outside. Voll, the iravel posters are up aslroady. WNore tourists come to
the Delta Country and the coast each year, winter and summer. The hotel, which
has begun to deteriorate again after a long season of middling good ménagomnt.,
sometizes can't handle the trade. U's have io take in visiting Lions and
curlerss Non=Uts should be doing soe !é cruld meas a resl continuing income ‘
for the people here in many kinds of tourisi services,
Befors we gtart losing business s the Btilidor ousht to be declared the
dinosaur it is, and plans to extend it should be sbandoned. It is too long
now, It serves the essential oprrations it ocusht to serve — hospital,

school, hostels, laundry, etc. But it serves a lot of people it shouldnft,

hundreds of soft~living Uts.
Instead, Inuvik's non=Yy sanitation anc water system must be modernized - 1
=~ and soon, if early opnortunities to cash in on tourists are not to be
misseds Small inexpensive tourist accomedations and cafes are more apt to
apnoar if the water and sanitary service could be n.xlied one Other towns
without plped services accomodate tourdsts very well, but they have efficient
cheap public service, Of course there will arise that tired old argurment
from the U's: "But we shouldn't give it bo thex, They*ll have to earn it,"
Vhat about the other Therms who never enmed U status at all — at least not
in this ecountry,

What's more s the litilidor is more than a symbol of social differente, In

some ways it represents a vieious division between people living in the sams

town, It's risky these days to be snooty about race, and strained relations
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hatwern U's and non-Uts have been 17t ro too long. They could ba a
menace to the touriat industrye

‘pparently U people balirve they APE Inuvik, :nd that their opinions
are valid and their flapdocdle matters., It is essentinl for good will that
tourists avoid these people as thoy danage the roputation nnti pride of the
true Kortherner and distract the visitor with a phoney view of life in the
Arétic.

The Northerner loves his part of the country, he is proud of it, he
knows it better than anyone else, and can met along in it more efficiently
and cheaply than any Outsiders. He is hspy to show it off %o visitors, to
recount its history and hi:g part in it, and display hi; remerkable personality
== he wants Lo be seen at hiS best,

But he cannot be at “iis best when his pride is ‘uniemim-d by goverment
pollicy that coddies the short-term oéinlnnated "vigiting resident®™ who tuns
hinm down behind his backe Civil servants have built careers on the nesds
of Northerners — a f:mc;! %y of exploiting others in the name of doing
goods nd Northerners still need johs, houses, and cheap water = not to
mention their eelf-respect md w voice in their own destiny,

As a native-born Nertharner said whon he heard a pclitician discussing
the "native problem:” "If it wasn't for us They wouldn't have anything te
de,"

So far =8 ‘he was concerned gx_e_[, with a1l the flap and publicity, radn't
done a thing to improve his lot, M had only pgiven him a defensive attitude
about his own ways, new wounds to his 'nride, rore conplioations %o fuss with,

and a firmer than ever helief that the Outsider will never be as food as

the Northerner at managing to survive in the frctice




It's my conviction thot Tay Town on the Utilidor will never be the

real Inuvik, thourh our abacntee chiefs may find that bone hard to swallow,
Faw of t.hc U'a stay around long enourh to bother with, Those who choose to

stay manage to ampntnto.thnmselvea from the Utilider, jump the barriers and
!

find a new neighborhood and sense of community mong the ron-Ufe.

Here, the purpose of povernment sactivity is clear -~ thoush 1t always hns
been muddled in the Ottewa minds It is this: that a hardetimes port of
Canada needs help te become '\E.;nnomically md politically solf-gufficiente
That doesn't mean placing & population of independent and unique human
.beinga at the mercy of a herd of sanctimonicus civil servants and dry~ice

sailers who can't pee in anything but a flush toildt, And it doesn't mean

selling out the few regources of this hard=times country to predators from
Outside who will only use the people as flunkies, It doesn't mean belittling

the people, their hisbory and their ways so that the young people ars anxinus

|
only to clear out for goods

The Federdi Covernment oculd help by combing the hair out of its eyes |
to see where the cmphasis belonga. Sore pointed questions ought to be asked

of the Navy, The RCVP should be required to clarify its anbignons attituce

toward certain Canadim citizens here in the Delta Country, and to get

serious 9bout training a native police forge. The Postoffice should institute

house~to~house mail delivery‘ Every agency, in fact, including the Crown

corporations and private business, s'ould be scrutinized for Job-qaking

arily for Yefficiency®,
Certainly the deadwood should be pruned from all Fovernment '

Posaibilities == for the sake of Northerners and not necess

Outside~style,
departrents represented hore, Teachers snd social workers should have their
brains rewashed; they should be moved inte enall housss in Tent Town e for ‘

their omn good and the good of the many pcople who need them as nairhbors, !
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The rest of thn Urs in Inuvik should be downgraded sccially, simmly by sonding our

absentcse chiefs here inconnito with instruocticns to find ac-omodations

‘a8 bost they oan in Tent Yown only,

v ¥hnt a nico lot of spare housing would aopears. This housing could de
converted to justifiable uses, such as twc; Yts, a recrivict heme for
children, a now modicel iransit centor, and a hore for the chroniecally 111,
Offices for visitinsm snecialists and the dentist are needed somewhere besides
In the oversronded hespitals A couple of public bsthas would be handy about
where the downtown NCMP nesiciencea ares Tont Town, meanwhile, could use som
simple subsidized hmum siroup housing for younp peaple ~= a setilement house,
maybe, to be rum by the Szlvation Army, md a co-op dorm for c£irls, supervised
by a conmittee of permanent residents. These would help sop up the floating
population ef single young J;b-ceek-r: and casual vorkers whe drift in and
out of town and never land anywhors long enourh to be counted, Bsyond that,
loan torms should be revised %o encourage all kinds of people from Toy Tomn
to settls in Tent Town,

There arc plbnty of vways to meke a desent reality out of our screwy
Utopia, But the cockeyed "system" can best be rcformed by imposing a

modernized honey-bucket culture on as many "visiting residents” ss possidle,
They might find real 1ife pungent, but rewarding,
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