
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

5th COUNCIL, 30th SESSION

TABLED DOCUMENT NO. 1-30 

TABLED ON JUNE 23, 1965



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

TA3 LED DOCUMENT NO. 1

I table the attached brief recardinc the social systen of the 
Northwest Territories, especially Tnuvik, which was submitted 
to me by P.S. Barry, a citizen of Tnuvik. This brief is 
addressed to the Council cf the Northwest Territories and 
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Mr, B. Sivcrtz
Commissioner, Northwest T erritories  
Fort Smith, N.W.T.

Dear S ir :

Imrrik, N.W.T. 
May 15 , 1965

This b rie f barely touches on p o litic a l  and economic a f f a irs , I  must 
leave those subjects to somebody else — hoping thnt somebody e x is ts*

In the depnrtmant of p o li t ic s , NftT is  in end shrpe being a oolonial 
holding of federal government agencies and the vested in terests  they choose 
to  favor* I t  is  also an entertaining laboratory of so cial experiment for  
th eir consultants* Perhaps the federal government is  reluotant to loosen 
i t s  d ictatorship  of MWT because the statu s quo is  so profitable and so much 
fun fo r so many Outsiders*

YTe are served the crumbs of democracy here. This is  the tine when the 
№VT Council should be packed with native representatives of the people —  at  
the very le a s t ,  two Councillors per settlement and town —• and they ahould 
be permitted re a l power to  control the destiny of th e ir  own land* Right now 
they ahould be drawing up a b i l l  of social and private rights that would be 
an example to a ll*  These are the things colonial people a l l  over the world 
are struggling for* Why should they be withheld from Canadians?

The excuse we're given for our p o li t ic a l  bondage ia th at we c a n 't  yet 
afford tru ly  representative government: the expense would be toe high)
distances are too great* Strangely, we can afford the large entourages ef 
absentee chiefs on tou r, we can afford the repetitious "surveys" that 
gather dustJ we can afford to move whole households of people in and oat 
ef the country on a rotation-&-vaoation basisj we can afford to f ly  badminton 
players hither and th ith er fo r tournaments*

The NWT i s  not even allowed an accounting of i t s  own revenues much of  
which is  pocketed by the federal government and redistributed as "p ro je cts ,"
We are ruled by absentee chiefs and th eir puppet oouncil of yea-cssn* Our 
privacy is  invaded year afto r year by care e ris ts  on oontract who pretend to  
c o lle c t  our opinions nrri then d raft up programs th at are good for us* Some 
of us are s t i l l  second class^ or n o-class, citizen s by virtue of an antique 
so cia l system in modern dress* I t  is  th is  social system, a t  le a s t  as i t  
e x is ts  in  Inuvik, th a t ia the chief concern of my b rief*

I t  ought to be remembered by a l l  who tinker with th is country th at th is  
is  a land that is  se n sitiv e , though b it te r  and hardj i te  wounds heal slowly, 
i t s  s c a n  are permanent. I t  should also be kept in  mind th at i t  ia  inhabited 
by human beings who like anybody else are capable of both Buffering and 
happiness, and who have only one l i f e  to  live*

As a c itiz e n  and a voter I request th at th is report and l e t t e r  be treated  
as a b rie f intended fo r the ed ificatio n  of our p o litica l masters, federal » d  
t e r r i t o r i a l ,  and th at i t  be given an o ff ic ia l  reading aloud and be entered in te  
the public records* -,

Respectfully, r r •}

P.S.Barry
c o / Rheauae, Slvertz, 

V allee, Trimble, 
Lynch, H ill , e ts



Tableddocum ent No. 1

UTOPIA IH THE ARCTIC

A b r i^ f  addressed te  the 
Mnmbers I чгИtungnt of Canada and the 
Council of the Northwest TbrrAteries by 

a C itizen  of Inu v ik , Н.И.Т*
P«S*Barry

T« eld-tim eгэ in the Mackenzie Delta, Inuvik is  Toy Town* And eo i t  

eeems to have been planned: a toy town fo r toy people. The d o ll mother and

d o ll fa th er w ith  three or four d o ll children  l iv e  in  a cute d e l l  house " in  

the f i r s t  community north of the A rctic Cirele b u ilt to provide normal 

f a c i l i t ie s  of a Canadian town." The dolls are kept functioning, like "normal," 

by an im itation aastro-in testin n l system —  the U tilid or.

Utopia in  the Arctic —  a t lean t by engineering standards* Nice end tid y»

The trouble is  Inuvik fille d  up with re a l people.

□enuine human beings of a l l  kinde who quarrel, geesip, boss each other 

around, s te a l  things, drown th e ir  ж»ев or boredom in drink. IWenty-five 

hundred liv e  souls who l e t  th e ir  dogs and kids go a stray , beet th eir wives, 

put up buildinge where they shouldn't, burn holes In fu rn itu re, get fire d , 

have sex with the wrong people, snub the old folks* Real people, like you 

meet everywhere, who moonlight, moonshine, and bootleg booze —• who ease the 

cops, overdraw bank accounts, throw wild p a rtie s , and tear up U tilld ar steps 

for stov e wood. Honeet—to**god humans who break windows, jam the t o i l e t a  with 

diapers and Kotex, freeze to death when drunk, spread Vli, and play loud 

e le c tr ic  guitars*

People —• who c a n 't  find jobs, lock th eir husbands out, s tick  knives into  

each othor, cheat th e ir  customers, l i e ,  pray and beg. They run the usual gamut 

from sa in t to sinner, without regard for race , relig ion  or upward mobility*



2

Braine are randomly d istrib u ted , despite education. Be are w it, e n terp rise , 

ingenuity, courage and ocmpassion.

n The engineers be damned, Inuvik is  a town f u l l  of l i f e .

I t  could even be described as a microcoan, except fo r one thing. I t 1a 

a l i t t l e  world of liv e ly  human beings, a l l  r ig h t, but they’ ve been shaken up 

and poured out according t o  no system a t  a l l ,  or a t  bent a burlesque of 

system. The abcentpminded geniuses who knew a lo t  about ground slspo and 

permafrost sure drew a blank on human n ature. In the "w orld's f i r s t  tru ly  

modern A rctic town" they  c re a te d  a sooial monatcrt the compound, grand eld  

r e l i c  of B ritish  oolonialism , is  eimply jazzed up by modern engineering and 

tuned in  loud to  the competitive ruckus Outside,

In dressing up a jaded antique,  the master planners endowed Inuvik with 

a s o c ia l and physical shape in  which statu s is  based on accident and lu ck , 

while natural values are irre le v a n t, ch ief relevancy here is  the U tilid or 

~  do you have i t  or don’ t  you?

I t  w ill take some time Cor ornery human nature to  undo the damage.

Because of the U tilid or and the obsolete compound theory i t  d isgu ises, the 

town’ s awkward layout w ill la s t  fo r  a long tin e . The h osp ital is  farthent 

away from those most apt to  be p a tie n ts . The school is  handier to the hostels  

and to Toy Town.than to  the re a l townspeople. Old lad ies on welfare have to  

crawl on th e ir  hands and knees to  spend th e ir  checks a t  the Bay, The two 

h o ste ls , p a rticu la rly  the P.C h o ste l, are situated  in  a f i r e  tra p , a long detour 

fo r the f ire  truck — and there are no f ir e  hydrants in the west end. Two of 

the three ohurches are located in  the center of town instead of in  neirhborhoods 

near th e ir  people. So f a r ,  only one neighborhood store e x is ts ,  and no neigh

borhood coffee shop or other gathering p lace. Social l i f e  is  e ith e r uptown
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I I t  ie  against these d is to rtio n s , physical and s o c ia l , th at Inuvik as 

n livo  toT.n is  novf stru gglin g . This painful struggle is  in  addition to  the 

c o n fllc v between people of two d ifferen t ways of l i f e ,  one group assigned t«  

manipulate ttio re s t  "fo r th eir own good," and the ren t try ing  to  make a livin g  

as best they can in a hard country*

The struggle is  not made any e a sie r by the fa c t  th rt those e n title d  to  

manipulate are temporary residents —  mere v is i to r s ,  whose аррэагапсе hore is  

•fton Ju st another wayatop in a c a re e r, while many of the r e s t ,  the native-

born and other permanent resid en ts , happen to be persons who are e a s ily  ou t- 

shouted by intruders witli a moral mission*

On one side are the self-assu red , superior beings who have advantages and 

p rivileges the others don’ t ,  These are tho U’ s noted by Kepsrter Charles 

Lynch, the supposedly d oll pooplc in  the d oll houses on the U tilidor» The tru th  

i s ,  they’ re Ju 3t as human ns tho r o s t ,  although they lik e to  pretend otherwise* 

Cn tho other side i s  everybody e ls e , tho non-'J’ a^who liv e  in  tired  old 

512’ s hauled from Aklavik years ago or l o f t  from construction  days, in  remodeled 

combinations of 5 1 2 's  and new lumber, in plywood-pasteboard combinations in  

zones forbidding a proper ro o f, cabins known as lcw -cost homes, frase te n ts , and 

a few tra ile r s »  !'ore recen tly  have been added several model b u ild -it-y o u rse lf  

"id e a l" bungalows which weren’ t  so easy to assemble anti pay fo r as the sales

pitch  would have i t ,

S ig n ifican tly , non-U’a usually speak of excrement by i t s  f i r s t  nans* U*s 

tend to  use the word to re fe r  to  everything else  b ut, because they hardly ever 

see the re a l  thing*
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dinosaur with a CorroRated Hide

?he U tilid or i s  by fa r  the n eirdest sigh t in town. I t  outshines the 

midnight eun and the RC igloo church an a subject for v is i to r s ' photos* I t  

is  ju s t as foreign to the inhabitants es i t  In to to u r is ts .

Mounted on p il? 3 , i t  s tru ts  s t i f f l y  among th« build in ça of h alf tNs town, 

c a rry in g  b o a t and w ater t o ,  and the crap  f r o .  You can e i t h e r  craw l under i t ,

find sons steps over i t ,  or tare  the long way around. i»teps and easy crawling  

places must bo searched cut before the dark days begin. Also the places where 

a vicious dog might be staked ju st on the other sid e .

u tilid o r pipes art* insulated and covered with a correlated  notai g lin ting  

bleakly in  the sun and looming darkly in the dark* I t  la wrong to throw stones 

a t  i t *  The le a s t  the engineers could have done w-,s to have rende the casing 

so people who d on 't likn i t  oould e a s ily  write "oown with the U tilidor" and 

other pertinent g r a f f i t i  on the s id e s , but the U tilid or ie not the s o rt  of 

thing to  yield minor s a tis fa c tio n s .

I don't know how much the U tilid o r has co st the government, A person

could fine out, I suppose, by 4 «sking .iorthvrn (-;nrwda Power C«rtnission which 

b u ilt  i t  and operates i t .  I t ' s  enough tc  say i t  was —— and continues to be —  

fabulously expensive. I t ' s  incredible th at the i'edoral Government would allow 

HSPC and i t s  consultants, Montreal Engineering ^ р ап у^  to e re c t  such a dinosaur 

fo r the benefit of these whose in te re s t in the feltA  °ountry averages two years*  

l’he litllio o r is  a public nuisance. ЦяуЪе a public sp irited  hero w ill 

blow i t  up. I t  is  d ire c tly  related to most of Inuvik's growing pains, and 

i t  profoundly aggravates a l l  the rest, ’̂h a t 's  because some people haw i t  

nnd some people don’ t ,  Ind the true геязопз fo r the différence don 't add up to 

sense in  th ie  country. The U's have i t  because, with & handful of exceptions,
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The U'e are teach ers, engineers, clerks» n a ln tcrs , carp en ters, repairmen, 

mechanics, b io lo g is ts , boilom en, ty p is ts , s e c re ta r ie s , tech n ician s, ?C\rp, 

e bo.atbuildor, f ir e c h ie f , d octors, nurses, в осЫ  workers, radio men, and 

adm inistrators, assistan te  and caretakers of th is  and th a t , АЦ am here 

keeping Inuvik going as a medical, educational and adm inistrative c e n te r ,  

although the e ffo r ts  of many keep Toy *'own i t s e l f  going. O fficers and men 

of tho HUGS Inuvik, aid th eir fam ilies, account fo r roughly one-fourth the 

population of Toy ToWn. You natural ly  wonder whet the M Navy is  doing h ere , but 

tho Navy keeps i ta  mouth shut* The answer may be "nothing."

The S tilid o r  is  a physical barricade amongst the IT's themselves. Probably 

Inuvik is  the only town with "normal f a c i l i t i e s "  in Canada where people must 

crawl to  v i s i t  the neighbors. Some people never do pet to know the neighbor* 

because they in stin ctiv e ly  avoid craw ling. Not th at i t  m atters: the neighbors

may bo gone in two weeks or two months. Mint m atters is  that a l l  along the 

lin o the U tilid o r is  democratict i t  gives the same overheated service year 

round to  one and a l l ,  boss ami b ootlick er — from ou tside, th a t i s .

The Goal of I.ife

I'v e  hoard U tilid or l i f e  described as tho goal te  which Northerners eught 

to asp ire • I t ' s  something to be worked fo r , earned, deserved* How? ûasy .

By shaping up to  the "standards" of those who occupy the d o ll houses, improving 

yoursolf u n til , a t  l a s t ,  you qualify fo r a c i v i l  service  job th a t w ill get 

you " i n ."  Rome people actu ally  believe this myth, Vost who do liv e  on the 

^ Ш В о г  already. Hut when non-U people do by chnnco qualify fo r U jobs 

and housing, a new rule is  su usually invoked} you can’ t  be born here —  you 

have to be hired from Outside.

they were hired Outside end prosumahly can’ t  survive in the Arctic without it*

They need "normal” life*  The non-U'a don't have i t  — and eurvivn.
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You would think th " t  In view of Ottawa's nubllclty «bout tho ourposes 

of government n c tlv ity  In thr North» i , e .  to  promote progress in  thèse 

innospitable m pions» tV- bureaucrats would lik 0 to make n rood show» nnd 

get NorthernnrF into those modol A rctic-proof homos.

But i t  Ju st i s n 't  so* To ottawp'H old A rctic hands who dish out the 

advice fron denp in tho plush comfort of the A rctic ^lrole Club «11 Northerners 

are retarded children who must tx* miraed slowly away from stone-agehood* The 

image of c iv iliz e d  Canadianisn s e t  bofore them is  the showered, Insured sob riety  

of the middle class  c i v i l  servant» the only people f i t  to  occupy Toy Town» Anybody 

liv in g  in Inuviic ought t# know th is  image is  p'nsney# But no variation s are 

admitted by Ottawa —  a t  le a s t  th a t 's  the way i t  works out.

Meanwhile, many ,1obs th at could be handled by Northerners with on-the—Job 

train in g a re thoughtlessly automated, as with the telephone system. Cr are 

f ille d  by personnel hired in Vancouver, Cal gary, Winnipeg, anti so on, as with  

numerous c le rk , technical nnd mechanical positions under high-flown q u alifica 

tions» Or the work is  contracted to Outside firms who bring In workers, fe r  

the sake of e ff ic ie n cy , and h ire  Northerners only .as casual labor —  as Is  

threatened by the Industrial d ivision ’ s plan fo r guide serv ice  in  the МЯТ.

Cr U wives are hired in preference to  native g i r l s .  And th e re 's  not much else  

here fo r people who want to  "get ahead” or even e .tn  a liv in g .

So Outsiders get the Jobs, tho houses and the 0 , Thin ia  only ons of the 

ram ifications of the U tilld or and the s o c ia l ’’system" i t  imooses. The fancy 

plumbing seems to  back v- on i t s e l f .

How to be a Non-U

The only q u alifica tio n  fo r being a non-U is  th *t you don 't have U tilldor 

service —  hence these ncople are w ildly and d elig h tfu lly  assorted , ^hey don 't
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have the U tilid or becnuga*

1« ^hoy were born here end can’ t  afford i t ,  or c a n 't  pot i t  even i f  they 

Could afford I t ,  Somo with government jobs d on 't have U housing became the 

allotment of apartments fo r th e ir  apency la used up by the bigwigs,

2 ,  1’hey came North on th e ir  own hook, c a n 't  afford i t ,  c a n 't  get i t ,

3, They don't want it.
Among the non-U'a are the adm inistrator, who liv e s  where he does by 

personal ch oice, There are also  trap p ers, ta x i-d r iv e rs , bush p ilo ts , garbage 

men, truck d riv e rs , wage workers, denning la d le s , radio announcers, a nurse, 

j a i l  matrons, airplane nochm ics, laundry workers and w aitresses, ^lse, baby 

s i t t e r s ,  small businessmen, the t e r r i to r ia l  l iq u o r d ea lo r, bush workers, an 

airlin e s  agent, casual lab orers, s-am streasoa, a riraglino op erator, pdnters, 

c a t-d riv e rs , fre ig h t handlers, prospectors, a fur tra d e r, carpenter’ s helpers, 

meter reader, barber, th eater attendant and cooks. There nre a few ehesrful 

p ro s titu te s , the managers of a boarding place for medical cases in tr a n s it ,  

a b io lo g is t, a candy s e l le r ,  and the unemployed, indigent and aged* I t ' s  

rumored the school principal is  trying to Join usj the CBC sta tio n  manager 

has already,

Many non-U's have d ifferen t jobs a t d ifferen t seasons, sometimes no income 

at a l l  fo r several seasons, '^hey take whatever turns up, and "manage” ,  as 

Northerners do, the re s t  of the t in e , ■ good many live  out in the bush p art 

of the year, a few having camps in the ^ elta  and cn up-country lakes and streams 

th a t are th e ir  b est, fav orite  or only homes, f . t i l l  others have no home a t  

a l l ,  but camp a day. hero, a week there with re la tiv e s  and friend s; these form 

a flo atin g  population hard to count, ôme take baby s i tt in g  jobs ju s t to get 

a home.
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Ahe condition o f  l i f e  in Tent Town̂  as the school kids c a l l  norv-U neigh

borhoods, is  that everybody has a honey-bucket t o i l e t ,  or a t  le a s t  a Klim 

can. Some people dump th e ir  honey in the nearest vacant l o t .  Other* c o lle c t  

i t  in  p la s tic  bacs and leave i t  in a beerbox by the road u n til i t  disappears} 

presumably the garbage men trice i t .  P la stic  bags co st 1 9 / esch a t  the Bay —  

such is  the price of san itation  in  the 'r e t i e  th--t the trade in  them is  not 

very b risk . They are a luxury for a family of 1 2 . I f  a fouT'-bucket beerparty  

develops of an evening, use of p la s tic  baps ie  plain squandering. People 

are also in the habit of .just stepping outside — to  save themselves and 

others trou b le.

The original plan for Tent Town had " j "hon*=y houseseach a tall building 
with a formidable height of steps lending to tv>o doorsi one door to dump the 
honey, the other to get water. The two little rooms were foulj the step* were 
foul and slippery, »'P Gene Kheaume had something to do with petting them 
locked up for health reasons for a while last winter, Then three or four 
big gas barrels were placed at the bottom of the steps, Ca a warmish day a 

bag of honey makes quite a splash as it drops into a half-filled barrel.
Those who have water b arrels  and can afford the fee ( 5 l ,? 5  nowj a t  

mid-winter i t  was G1.$0 a b a rre l i f  you csuld get i t ) ,  have water d elivered , 

once a week i f  a l l  goes w ell. Some government agencies do th is  f o r  th e ir  

employees. A few people have rigged running water system*. Others take shower* 

a t the laundry. Some people cut Ice a fte r  the Paekenzie runs cle*- in la te  

Some simply fetch water in  5^'povind milk cans or buckets as they need 

i t .  I t ’ s avouching sipht during the dark days to see the lonely souls with 

buckets s cu ttlin g  about looking fo r w ater.
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h ater can be gotten from the laundry — i f  the outdoor tap i s n 't  

broken or frozen» Thoro i s  also water a t  the honey houses, such ar Lt is*  

People who have to  ro t water th a t wry are p re tty  carefu l wh t  they ti0 with 

i t *  Tou have to pack a l o t  of water to  wash clothes for a family o f  nine or 

ten* The only othor choice fo r "cheap" wasl'ini» are four leaking, cranky 

machines a t the town laundry —• 30# a load , Wash day usually usais older t 

stay  home from school to  help .

Tho U tilid or M entality

A few hirfwminded U’ s would lik e  to ere the U tilid or extended to  the 
are

поп—U's .  These/waywout typee who’ ve discovered th a t non-0'a * .y  be a 

reasonably decent people even i f  they haven't got flush t o i l e t s .  T . th e ,  

the element of luck in  being U or non-U is  p re tty  obvious. These U»s are 

very generous about bath and laundry privileges fo r  th e ir  few non-U 

acquaintances. They themselves are dependent on t*e  U tilid o r, something lik e  

unborn pigs depend on th e ir  um bilical cord s. Maybe, lik e  the p igs , they a re  

cheerfu lly  confident everybody should bo tho am * to  be happy. They aee the 

U tilid o r as i t  now is  to  be undemocratic.

U's are not the only onas tied  to tho U tilid or as a way of A rctic  

l i f e .  Absentee government chiefs su ffe r f r : c  U tilid or m entality a ls o . They 

*re evidently committed to  i t  as a main fa c to r  in  town planning. *hey con

tinue to  develop tho U end of town, building d o n E ever more U tilid o r b o p .  

ever more houses to  accomodate over more p e rso n a l from Outside to  service  

ever more othor personnel from Outside.

Inuvik badly needs, among many things, inexpensive group housing fo r  

some of the "flo a tin g " popul, tien  of young working people. A YWCA survey almost 

« yeer age urged th a t some such f a c i l i t y  be b u ilt a t  once. But Ottawa ch iefs  

•annat comprehend anything but an elaborate Outside-type Y on the U tilid o r.
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The co st of such build inn's is  formid&hlSj and budgeting beyond the routine 

always takes years of maneuvering* I t  w ill be a long time before Inuvlk pets 

a Y, i f  ev'ir* L a te st word is  th at a X w ill be b u ilt  in  Yellowknife instead* 

Those good grim vision aries  are so hung up on the U tilid o r they c a n 't  

figure out how to  give the kids & break* They h int th a t the "community" help ' 

i t s e l f  in  th is  regard* But the "community* with enough feelin g  to  tackle a 

p ro ject of th is  s o r t  amounts to  the same handful who are always reaching in to  

th e ir  pockets to finane-* th is  and th at*  They a re n 't  rich  and they are beginning 

to  fe e l bled* The ren t are too poor or d on 't give a damn*

Meanwhile* well—meaning Ii*s suggest th at the kid a "do something foS* them— 

selves i?like we did when we were th e ir  age*" They forgot there were more oppor

tu n itie s  available Outside, th a t they had more md b e tte r  education to  begin 

with them selw a, and th a t conditions were not so hard* fthy others should be 

required to  be more ingenious than the U's i s  hard to see* Moat of the flo a te rs  

would be happy with a l i t t l e  more privnoy than they have, and a place to  caoho 

th e ir  belongings s a fe ly . They a re n 't  above heating wash water in  a te a k e ttle  

—  they always did anyway when they w eren't liv in g  in  the hostels*

■̂ he U tilid o r hang-up is  also responsible fo r the d isgracefu l and expensive 

service system in the non-U neighborhoods* Had Ottawa sunk h a lf i t s  U tilid o r  

money into a dem ocratic, everybody's equal water d elivery and garbage pickup 

system, backed by e ff ic ie n t  garage f a c i l i t i e s  to  handle inevitable mid-winter 

breakdowns, Inuvik would now be a town to  be proud o f . In stead , water and 

ice  are d ear, when and i f  d elivered . Honey is  irre g u la rly  co llected * The town 

stinks of burning garbage and rubbish} dogs and ravens s c a t te r  refuse i f  i t  

i s n 't  burned. This is  san ita tion  in a region whore public health is  supposed 

to  be of paramount importance and in  a town where the goverraient has financed 

a "normal" w ater and sewage system*
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Two Scenes

U'в and non U'a are separated from each other by the downtown seotlon

which includes tho great spread of the federal school, l ta  two h ostels and

th e ir  attending re lir io n s  f a c i l i t ie s *

«J*e are n ecessarily  grouped in  one big  ghetto straddling the main drag,

Mackenzie Road, between down-town and the h ospital* There bulldozers have

created a le v e l wasteland where once was muskeg and tn ig a , АЦ the people

ere equipped with clothes d ryers, so i t ’ s hard to  t e l l  wind d ire c tio n , summer

or w inter, by looking out the window* 
a

• The houses and partments s i t  on p i le s ,  hence Try Town's Joking name,

Hemorrhoid H ill* Pet dogs are chained to the s<eps or to  U tilid o r p ile s .

Shortcut paths are detemlnad by location  of U tilid or s te p s .

Evidently buildings wore painted by a progressive kindergartner, with each

fourplex in  four co lo rs , s trip e d . Reason fo r  the c o lo r ' carn ival i s  to  "re liev e

the monotony of the country" —  which includes ro llin g  spruce-covered h ills

snuggling the town, the bush-lined waterways o f the D elta, and glimpses of

the Richardson Mountains beyond in the ftest. Kven so , there i s  a lurking

in h o sp ita lity  about the enclave th a t slacks of Toronto or —dmonton* Steps

to  the doors are somehow not in v itin g , and not Ju s t because of the dogs. They

are slip p ery  and too high. The second s to ry  windows glare down d isd ain fu lly .

Whole buildings seem about to walk away on th e ir  many stumpy le g s . The place 
desolate

is  p a rticu la rly  desolbe-in w in ter.

Non-U's in th e ir  down to  earth  cottages and cabins are scattered  over 

h i l l  and dale among willows, spruce and b irch , seemingly enjoying the disorderly  

v a rie ty  of themselves and th o ir s itu a tio n . Except in  deep midwinter, the 

cloth eslin es flap  with worn, washed and nonded merchandise from Eaton's and
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the Bay* Slod dor,8 зго staked to one aide or in  vacant lo ts  near hone*

Shortcut paths l i e  close by the houses* Yc- cnn hear people talking together 

as they p ass, and they can hear the thump* laughter and music of l i f e  inside*

In summer* washing machines* washtubs, stoves and water b arrels are 

moved outdoors to make more room* Children liv e  outdoors day and night in  

the yards, s tre e ts *  puddles* hushes and trees*  Here aid there is  the spicy  

odor of honey*

In w inter,yards accomodate s led s, toboggans, sawed ic e ,  perhaps a wood- 

p ile  and sa7<horse* c ra te s  of possessions th at d on 't f i t  indoers* Some belong

ings are kept on the roof -*• fish * tools* snowahoes* maybe a caribou head —  

within easy reach* but out of tho way of dogs and kids* Some people build a 

snow porch i f  they can find the rig h t snow* During dark days the frosted  

tre e s  glow amongst the h o lto r*«k eltcr squares of home lig h ts*

S ocial L ife in  Utopia

"Here in  the North, tho fan cier you get the more 
you got to  lose*" —  An O ld-tinor*

I t ' s  suspected there may be an exclusive camaraderie developing among 

non-U'e, embracing a l l  those who empty th e ir  own honey buckets and scrounge 

fo r  w ater. U'e and non-U1 s liv e  so fa r  f r  m each other i t ' e  hard fo r  the 

U’ s to  keep track  c f  .just what is  p.oing on down in  Tent I'own* For a l l  th e ir  

aloofness, th e ir  habits of over-organizing everything th°y do* th e ir  wealth 

of belongings aid advpntares, U's are one and a l l  fascinated by non-U^s*

There i s  no more in trigu ing sub ject of gossip than the comings and goings* 

red. and imagined* of those strange souls " a t  the other end*" There's even 

a w istfulness about some U 's , as i f  they wished they belonged* The w ietfulness 

grows upon them tho longer they stay  in town*



13

Л few IPs sense th e ir  own futLle irap'-rmanonce h ere, and some may even

fe e l they’ re missing something —  the r e a l  l i f e  of the town, maybe, or even

re a l l ife »  Pr rhars deeper, more la s tin g  friendships» Or the chance of

knocking some shape into th is  shapeless town. 'îhege peopl** are noticeable

boosters of Inuvik’ s p ro lifera tin g  clubs which are always looking for Rood

works to  accomplish, or a reasonable facsim ile .

ïru ly  they can accomplish l i t t l e  in  the way of profound improvement.

Л f lu t t e r  a t  Brownies or some such mickeytnouse p ro ject is  about p ar. F i r s t

o f f ,  tho town is  so ensnarled in the cnnflictinR  red tape and empire buildinR

of agencies having a stake h«re th a t nothing serious can be done unless a
я

couple of remote chiefs ehooee to move. The various head o ffice »  bestowing 

thoughtful change on inuvik -re  located in Fort Smith, i^monton, Vancouver, 
Calgary, Ottawa, London and Njme. I t ’ s not known whether the brass in these 

places communicate with each oth er. Nor ie  i t  certa in  th at Inuvik is  more 

than a soeck on th e ir  o ffice  maps. Absentee chiefs who do chance to tour 

th e ir  holdings in the -*rotic are impressive fo r th e ir  obtuseness and the sise  

of th e ir  retinues of press and radio nen.

Secondly, when there i s  a p ro ject in  the wind, the de-goodniks from 

Toy Town dominate the p olicy , inspire the a c t iv i t i e s ,  de a l l  the ta lk in g .

Some fe e l  ju stifie d  because they’ ve had "more experience." Others see i t  

to bo th e ir  duty to  "improve the n a tiv e s ,"  The projects usually fade when 

the moving s p i r i t  moves on, Non-U’ a having a healthy wish not to  be improved 

s ta y  away. A few content themselves with token p articip a tio n , or ju s t  send 

the kids i f  i t ’ s th a t s o r t  of th ing, U’ s fe e l  outraged when th e ir  earn est 

e ffo r ts  are unappreciated, I t  doesn’ t  occur to them th at non-U’ s may fe e l  

they haven’ t  a voice or choice in U-inspired a c t iv i t ie s ,  or th a t many projects  

aren’t  to  th e ir  ta s te .  Besides, a person may bo tire d  a f te r  sh iftin g  tubs 

of washwator on and o ff  the stove.
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Curling is  thought to  bn a storming success among both U's and noiw-U's.

4 i t  curling na the town's nain recreation  (and preoccupation) was dacidedcn 

by U 's . Oniy  a few non-U»a take part* Most non-U»a c a n 't  afford cu rlin g  and 

the heavy expenditure fo r a o cia l drinking i t  involves. S t i l l  other* c a n 't  

Juggle th e ir  work like U'a can to a u it the re le n tle ss  curling schedules.

Curlers loudly d eclare th at the rink ia a big step  along Progress Road, 

but there s t i l l  i s n 't  any neighborhood recreatio n  building for n on -cu rlers. 

rthen a group of native peoole proposed th is  winter th at coswnmity recreation  

money be invested in  a n ttive h a ll  in  Tent ^own they were angrily shouted 

down by U's who saw the proposal ns biased, unfair and urvlemocrtitit.

Jside from the PC and Anglican church groups, the only other organizations 

with more than token mixing are fo r child ren . The hostels supply much of the 

captive membership.

Obout the only other so cia l mixing of adults is  in  the h o te l, where the 

co ck ta il lounge i s  dominated by U's and the beerparlor is  the p recin ct of 

non-U»s. Many natives fe e l  d elib erate ly  excluded by the emphasis on dress 

i n t  ' e dining room.

Toy *own'e s o c ia l  s ty le  is  f a i r ly  f r a n tic ,  geared to  keeping U's busy 

in  ways they are used to ,  and to keep them from missing TV. There are 

tupperware p a rtie s , important meetings, coffee gossips, farew ell w assails, and 

fund-raising a ffa irs  including w aistline te a s , ra f f le s ,  and what a non-U 

described eu ccin stly  as "baked elephant s a le s ."  L ately , the T e rr ito ria l  

government has been investing some of i t s  meager public moneys in  recreatio n  

clubs p is to l aheoting, cross country sk iin g , wis w eig h t-liftin g , badminton, 

±k e t a . ,  these involving competition on a l l  le v e ls , with winners gettin g  trip s  

here and there to  compete with ether com petitors. The a ll -o u t  emphasis on 

recreatio n  new in te rfe re s  with serious school work - -  and probably with work
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of other so rts *  People ве'чп to  bo nlaylnp л11 the t in e , o r getting ready 

to  piny something, nt public expanse*

л1е* them  ere dances, and these have committees, d ecorations, e n ter

tainment, snpp-r menus, t ic k e ts ,  doornrizos, nnd drinks. Some p arties are 

staged with magazine food, people in  proper proportions and plenty of booze.

But being somewh-t a t  loose ends a t the end of the world, U’ s tend also  

to be impromptu p a rtle rs i stopping in to say Hello onn meai the beginning 

of a drinking bout la s tin g  fo r  several days, ranging a l l  over TQy ^own, t*  

the b ar, thv legion and th~ Curling uink, gaininpend losing personae ss i t  

goes, ^he ta lk  i s  loud, the reoord players deafening. Accessories in  season, 

such as o ars, hosts and skiddoos —  and once an O tter a i r c r a f t  —  may be 

commandeered t*  enliven the occasion. Fights and accidents happen, but ra re ly  

is  police notice a ttra c te d . A fter i t ' s  over, these people speak of having 

been hammered rig h t out of th Sir minds.

Typically, U» s are an unsettled eletwmt; they seem to  be souls attached  

to  nowhere, nomads driving careers from one government oasis to another.

Some kind o f brainwashing Outside has convinced t-em of th e ir  own su p eriority  

to  other m ortals, and they believe they are in the north as an example of  

rig h t liv in g  fo r  the benighted inhabitants. They hope to  in fe c t others with 

th e ir own s trid e n t ambitiousness.

Infeotion a c tu a lly  runs more in the lin e  of VE. "That disease" i s  kept 

current by the constant turnover of government and m ilita ry  personnel, as well 

as by barge crew* in summer. Some II» s a ttrib u te  the wide incidence of clap  

to  low morals among the n -tiv e  population. They are unaware th a t  i t  1 .  the 

White Man's continuing g i f t  to the North, ami the f i r s t  case of i t  in  the D elta, 

as near as can be determined, can be credited to S ir  John Franklin 's crew.

The Navy is  s t i l l  in action today.
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In tho b is  c i t i e s  of Canada, U's wore ?b!o to avoid thn sigh t of raw 

l i f e ,  and to hide th o ir own raw liv e lin e ss  from nniphbors a nd friend s, perhaps 

pretending to  suppress i t  in themselveH* In InuvLk, nothing T3’»oh c«n he 

hidden# ll*a profess to  he horrified  by what they see —  p»*oplo acting like  

people do everywhere. Hero U wives discover what th e ir  husbands have always 

been up to* and vice  versa.

The revelation  only deepens the hypocrisy* Because nozv-U's are not so 

pretentious about humar nature* U's fe e l  suspicious of them* even afraid*

T’hey believe non-U's need to  be "supervised" more than ordinary people* Worse, 

native northerners, nearly a l l  non—U* are regarded by quite n few С 's as 

unsavory, probably dangeroue,  usually drunk, mont lik e ly  s h if tle s s  and obviously 

stupid and immoral* People wj.th these opinions d on 't h e sita te  to  express them* 

sometimes in public. Thoy try  to  indoctrinate newcomers with these notions, 

ignoring th a t  the description f i t ?  lo ts  of U 's .

There is  also a sanctimonious nosiness or. the p art of c e rta in  U's about 

r a c ia l  mixing* This habit is  inherited from the B ritish * Since the people of 

the Delta are p retty  thorourhly "mixed," t>ey are subjected to  some rude 

scru tin y  and gossip* The term half-breed (or m etis} s t i l l  e x is ts  o f f ic ia l ly ,  

though what i t ' s  supposed to connote i s  anybody's puess. Some people think  

i t  moans half-human, "White s ta tu s" is  a newer n icer oxprssssion* with about 

tho same in su lting  meaning*

Sad manners of tho invading U's could be described endlessly* Pushiness 

and b e l i tt l in g  are common. Some have a ray of referrin g  to  the "native problem" 

—• whatever th a t i s  —  in  the same tone used by an u p-river NWT C ouncillo r 

on the radio le s t  year. Should some native-born Northerners la tch  on to  a 

microphone they would be within rig h ts  to ta lk  about the Wh*te '*an Problem*
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Native Northerners arc well aware of thane t:*typa opinions of themselves, 

md they n ron 't chocrod by then. In th is  regard tho U tilid o r is  worse then 

n public nuisance, I t  so sots r.pnrt and sh elters  л privileged class  th at  

they c a n 't  appreciate the inhabitants of tho te r r i to ry  thoy ere invading,

1'hn hsrch judgement of tho e l i t e  undermines tho pride end s e lf -re s p e c t  of 

л proud end respectable people who лге liv in g  in hone t e r r i to r y ,  th e ir  an cestral  

land. So is  raised th~ question of whet is n cra lity  anyway, and who is  

qualified to judge i t  in others*

Some of the worst offenders are teach ers. ''lthouph they have the t e s t  

opportunity to bo friends with an in te re stin g , resourceful and hardy people, 

they are lik e ly  to  be the most vigorous expounders of moral bunkum outside 

the church, With a few exceptions they do not in te re st themselves in  the ways 

of the fam ilies of th e ir  pupilfs —  except to  condemn them by im plication and 

d ire c t remarks. Nor have thoy any knowledge c f  the h isto ry  of the country 

where they find themselves, although every native child is  personally related  

to th at h istory* Most of tho teachers arrived here complete, cu ltu ra lly  

speaking, and have nothing to l°nrn themselves. *hey may dabble in certa in  

cu ltu ral qunintneasoe, but th e ir  job i s  to  manipulate others during school 

hours and to  amuse t'-emselves the re s t  c f  tho tim e, Quito a few of those 

oth ars, bless 'em, s t i l l  stubbornly r e s i s t  being manipulated.

S t i l l ,  a couple of teachers should be included among the f i s t f u l  UTs*

One, an energetic young science teach er, says he considers his f i r s t  year 

her® a fa ilu re . nI d id n 't reach a single nctivn k id ,n he exp lains, "Mhy?"

I t  could be the s o c ia l system th a t segregates him from the very kids who 

might find kitchen sink sciencn fascin atin g .
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S ocial L ife of a People a t  Home

"Taxation without representation ia  tyranny, 
but representation without taxation  i s  worse*"

•—Absentee ühief on an A rctic  Tour.

S ocial l i f o  among non—U's i s  th at of a people it homo. fc»lite views to  

tno con trary , family l i f e  here has a p rivate  warmth and wholesomeness one 

ra re ly  finds Outsidn anymore except in  country places* This wholescneness 

i s  indefx*ndent of maWinL foods* Here, the family is  usually larg e r and 

more inclusive than Outsiders *re used t o ,  perhaps embracing grandparents, 

an uncle or aunt, a daughter*s boyfriend, adopted child ren , as w ell as the 

mother, fath er and th e ir  own kids* fam ily t ie s  ore fa r stronger than O utsider's  

presume, and fo r more coherent than among IPs where the sn a il  family frequently  

serves as a vehicle fo r chasing success*

I t  i s  true th at some fam ilies are plagued by overcrowding, peverty and 

periodic drunkenness as they are Rnywhere, Лгаг. so the members may be strongly  

bound by a ffectio n  and loyalty* The family hare ie  s t i l l  a  remarkably staunch 

bastion against the intrusions and disruptions of rutside influences on 

tra d itio n a l ways, Tt«s a p ity  the school is  sabotaging th is  main strength of  

the people which could be so useful to  the teacher::.

Host of the folks in Tent ôwn have kinship connections in Aklavik, Fort  

“McPherson, Tuktoyaktuk, R tchs Harbour, e t c .  Since Inuvik is  a medical and 

educational cen te r , the t r a f f i c  to  and. from these points i s  considerable, and 

long v is i t s  from re la tiv e s  or friends are important s o c ia l  events* People 

speak s in cerely  of missing someone who has Ju s t l e f t  town, or of baing lonely  

fo r a person they haven't seen fo r a long tim e.

^ome of the re stlessn ess  disparaged by impatient U's re su lts  from the 

new conditions of l i f e  Inuvik is  imposing on people. Those who were brought 

up in  small settlem ents from which they moved out seasonally to hunt or camp 

yearn to be trav elin g  in  ce rta in  weather. For many the b est home was in  the
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bushy not in  town* The b ast l i f e  was on the move, on tha trap lin e  y hunting,

fish in g , rattin g» The loneliness of many rersons fo r th e  hush and riv or*

is  sa u te , now th s t  they sro tied  to  Jobs in Inuvik or under pressure to  find

wage work here* Rhythms of the seasons, months, dark days and l ig h t  n itfits

always a ff e c t  them profoundly, md i t  i s  painful not to bo able to  respond.

Other hon-U’ s have compromised with the conditions of the country and

have committed themselves to  i t  by narringe or p«rmpnent settlem ent. Their

hope is  to  hang on here through hard tir.as as well as good, although the

govornrent monopoly of opportunity, the sn arl of red tape, and the gaping
E 4 f ‘v  ......  (<„•• ■ -  .'м '-.'.утЛ  ^

voids of precedent often conspire to  drive them ou t, { A native point out

to  mo th a t a whito man without government connections i s  "p re tty  much l e s t"

in  these p a rts , not even having trapping to f a l l  back on, Sven s o , an

e a s ie r  feelin g e x is ts  among a l l  non-Ш s than does among U 's , Almost a l l  have

known each other more or le ss  well fo r yaars. xhey know what to expect of

each o th er, and they are usually easy going and to le ra n t.

There being no noighfcoriiood me-ting place as y e t ,  the plain  old-time

dances with j i g s ,  re e ls  and squares th at enliven holidays in  Tuk and «acPherson

don’ t  occur in  Znuvik. People say they want th e ir  own neighborhood h all fo r

th e ir  own kind o f dances. Eventually they w ill  get one on th e ir  own, even i f

they can’ t  count on support from the re s t  of Inuvik, Meantime, the occasional

old-timo dances a t P effer’ s Peck R ail downtown have to se rv e , though they are

considered out c f  the way, not quite to  the people's t a s te ,  overorewded, and

often spoiled hy boisterous cut-ups and teen-nge tw iste rs .

Anyway, musicians seek each oth er out when they are in  town. There are

more good fid d le rs , g u itar players and harmonLca a r t i s t s  in Tent Town than

in any neighborhood of i t s  s irs  Outside, 'lmoct every man and boy can play
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something, and most, of the accomplished musicians h-.ve played together so 

often they know each other’ s s ty le  cold* Impromptu dances are apt to go on 

a l l  night in somebody’ s house, anti birthdays and weddings are good excuse* 

fo r a dance, L ito ly , private drum dances have been revived. These are 

e n tire ly  d iffe re n t in  atmosphere from the exhibitions staged in the school» 

fo r which drummers now demand payment —  a shocking chow of commercialism 

to  the U’ s*

There is  much casual v is itin g  in  Tent ^оип. buring v is itin g  hours the 

h o sp ita l, p a rticu la rly  the 7B ward, swings with s o c ia b ility  and music, 

s tro llin g  is  a happy papttine in good weather; even У’ з have picked up the 

h ab it.

P arties are always spontaneous, and n person who buys a case of beer 

or a b o ttle  usually goes to a friond’ s house to share i t .  Nona’ s also  go 

on binges and end up fig h tin g , but they worry more than U’ s about getting  

picked up by p o lice . Some ccnplain o f  being a rre ste d , without w arrant, in  

th e ir  own houses and yards, and of being handled with undue roughness. The 

J a i l  is  occupied almost aololy by n ativ es . There is  no re lia b le  lawyer handy 

to  look in to  these m utters.

S ocial l i f e  among non-U's has a refreshin g spontaneity* They know how 

to  enjoy each o th er's  company without the help of liq u o r, although they

drink th e ir  share of i t .  They have a good time when they fe e l  llk f i t  — not*» /V'
n ecessarily  when thpy are supposed to* "Fun," doesn’ t  require elaborate  

r itu a ls  or equipment.

Since the f i r s t  missionaries appeired in the Delui Country about 100 

years ago there have always been moral advocates on hand to  teach thç people 

to  be ashamed of themselves. More la te ly  in  Inuvik, th is  s o r t  of oressure 

has been stepped up. Both by omission and by d ire c t  in stru ction  the teachers 

and the curriculum i t s e l f  imply th a t the old ways, the old fo lk s , even the
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ch ild ren 's  parents hnve no vaLue a t  a l l .  Thn lesson Roe a hone with the k ids.

*or tho f i r s t  time in  the h ia te ry  of the North, the children here 

have a chance a t  a decent education — one they need fo r self-defense and 

s e lf -re s p e c t . Some of them are gettin g  i t ,  in  epite of the competition fren  

O utsider'a kids fo r school space and the te a ch e r 's  a tte n tio n . But others 

are not gettin g  i t  a t  a l l  <— children handicapped by e ffe c ts  of long i l ln e s s ,  

others by p erson alities  or circumstances with which the school is  not sympathetic, 

Many adults who could pick up reading and arithm etic s k i l ls  badly needed fo r  

b e tte r  jobs find the teachers unapproachable under the going system.

1’he Education d iv isio n 's  recru itin g  program is  p a rtly  to blam e, em phasizing 

s ta tu s , pay «id working conditions, aid so a ttra c tin g  too many te a c h e r s  fo r  

whom these professional "standards" are of f i r s t  importance. But the. so cial  

struoture of Inuvik enforces these a ttitu d e s , and destroys th e  good In te n tio n s  

• f  ethers fo r  whom teaching could be a way of l i f e .  Teachers liv e  i n  s  

d iffe re n t world from the people who need then most. That tliey even avoid 

v is itin g  th e ir  pupils homes is  a hurtfu l comment,

Toytown and the ^ tilid o r also  stand as powerful comments. S t i l l  I  have 

never heard a non-U speak of Aoy Town with envy, though some speak of i t  

with scorn . Somebody, try in g  to  be good-minded, said of Toy Town people,

"Gee, they must be re a lly  c le a n ."

Given t h e i r  s t y le  o f  l i f e ,  tho t r a d it io n s  o f  q u ie t  se tt le m e n t and bush 

l i f e ,  and knowing th e  pressures on them, i t  should be p la in  to n il  why many 

non--11*3 f e e l  u ncom fortable in  th e  company o f  U 's and are  a p a th e tic  about 

U-dominated organizations such as Home and Sohoal.

The newness of In u vik  as a s e tt le m e n t and the ir r e le v a n c e  of organized 

e ff o r t  to  th e ir  former l i f e  i s  also  explanation fa r  thw slowness of norv-U

o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  ap p ear. But th e se  are  com ing. Two a lre a d y  have tak en  h o ld ,
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the Women's In s titu te  and Innuit Cooperative, the l a t t e r  founded fo r mutual 

holp in house-building. An embryo town cou ncil, based cn the permanent 

residents and property owners, i s  ju s t  emerging n fte r nurturing by an 

unusually sen sitive  adm inistrator, T.H* B u tters.

Th ese groups have no in te re s t  in  mere busy work. Thoy concentrate on 

providing the cooperative strength and wisdom needed to deal with changed 

conditions* TheyTl l  lik e ly  be around fo r  a while, regardless of how slowly 

th«y grow or how oautiously they move, . —,

Toward IJ«3 and other v is i to r s ,  native-born non-U1 в агедцепегаИу reserved

and d ign ified , p artly  because of shyness, and p artly  because o f custom* They
o

are d is t in c tly  morn sen sitive  to  the mojjris and feelin gs of others than are 

Urs* Though hurt many times over, most manage not to  b etray th e ir  fe e lin g s , 

although drinking can bring the resentments to  the surface* Other non-U's 

are not so s to ic a l  and are apt to  sound o ff in defense of themselves*

*  *  «•

The U tilid o r a t  vory le a s t  is  a symbol of separation between U’ s  and 

non-U’ s .  I t  distinguishes the kinds of people who are sociable in  d iffe re n t  

ways fo r d iffe re n t reasons. One group is  on hone te r r i to r y , th e ir  minds f u l l  

people, places and events with which they have repeated co n ta cts ; many of them 

are struggling to master new conditions of l i f e  imposed upon them by oth ers, 

and a few have compromised with conditions fo r th e  p rivilege of liv in g  h ere.

On tho other side are the in tru ders, people with no connections a t  a l l ,  but 

impatiently riding herd on the r e s t ,  and try in g  to  f i l l  up a time md a place 

with a s o c ia l  l i f e  of some so rt*
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The Real Inuvik

Gene ^heaume,  Northwest T e rrito rie s  M.P, once said ho was aware th at 

the North's only re a lly  v ast undiscovered resource is  the to u ris t  from 

Outside, Y.'oll, the tra v e l posters are up already* More to u ris ts  come to  

the D elta  Country and the coast each year, winter and summer. The h o te l, which 

has begun to  d eteriorate  again a f te r  a long season of middling good management, 

sonotirÆs c a n 't  handle the trade* UTs have to take in v is itin g  Lions and 

cu rlers* Non-U*s should be doing so* I t  could me® a re a l continuing income 

fo r the people here in  many kinds of to u ris t  se rv ice s .

Before wo s t a r t  losing business, the U tilid or ought to  be declared the 

dinosaur i t  i s ,  and plans to  extend i t  should he abandoned. I t  is  too long 

now. I t  serves the e sse n tia l operations i t  ought to serve —- h o sp ita l, 

school, h o s te ls , laundry, e t c .  But i t  serves a lo t  of people i t  shouldn't, 

hundreds of s o ft-liv in g  U’ s .

Instead, Inuvik's non-U san itation  and water system must be modernized 

—  and soon, i f  e a rly  opportunities to cash in on to u ris ts  are not to  be 

missed* Small inexpensive to u ris t  accomodations and cafes are more ant to  

apnoar i f  the water and san itary  serv ice  could be relied  on. Other towns 

without piped services accomodate to u ris te  very w ell, but they have e ff ic ie n t  

cheap public se rv ic e . Of course there w ill a rise  th at tire d  old argument 

from the U*s: "But we shouldn't give i t  to  them.  They*11'have to earn i t , "

What about the other Thens who never earned U statu s a t  a l l  —  a t  le a s t  not 

in  th is  country*

V/h a t's  more, th« U tilid or is  more than a symhol of s o c ia l  d iffe re n te . In 

some ways i t  represents a vicious division  between people liv in g  in  the same 

town. I t ' s  risk y  these days to  be snooty about ra ce , and strained  rela tio n s
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botwnon U»s nnd non-U' a have boon l ' ' t  go too long. They could bo a 

menace to  the tou rin t industry.

Apparently U people believe they /'PR Inuvik, ;nd th a t th e ir  opinions 

are valid  and th e ir  flapdoodle m atters. I t  i s  e ssen tia l fo r good w ill that 

to u ris ts  avoid these people as thoy damage the reputation and pride of the 

tru e Northerner and d is tra c t  the v is i t o r  with a phoney view of l i f e  in  the 

A rctic .

The Northerner loves his p a rt o f the country, he i s  proud of i t ,  he 

knows i t  b e tte r  than anyone e ls e , and can get along in i t  more e ff ic ie n tly  

and cheaply than any O utsiders. He is  hgipy to  show i t  o ff  to  v i s i t o r s ,  to  

recount i t s  h isto ry  and his p art in  i t ,  and displgp his remarkable personality  

—  he wants to bo seen a t  his bent.

But he cannot be a t  his b est when his pride is  unSermined by government 

policy th a t coddles the short-term  opinionated "v is itin g  resid ent" who funs 

him down behind his back. C iv il servants have b u ilt  aareera on the needs 

of Northerners —  a fancy way of exp loitin g  others in the name of doing 

good. Northerners s t i l l  need Jobs, houses, and cheap water —  not to

mention th e ir  s e lf -re s p e c t  md a voice in  th e ir  own d estin y.

As a п-ïtive—born Northerner said when he heard a p o litic ia n  discussing  

the "native problem:" " I f  i t  w asn't fo r us They wouldn't have anything ta  

d »."

So f a r  re he was concerned they ,  w ith  a l l  the f la p  and p u b lic ity ,  hadn't 

done a thing to improve his l o t .  They had only given hire a defensive a ttitu d e  

about his own ways, new wounds to  h is p rid e , more conplioations to fuss with, 

nnd a firm er than ever h e lie f  th a t tho Outsider w ill never be as good as 

the Northerner a t  managing to survive in  the A rc tic .
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I t ’ s my conviction th * t  Toy Town on the O tilldor w ill never bo the 

r e a l  Inuvik, though our absentee ch iefs may find th at bone hard to swallow.

Few of tha U'n s tay  around long enough to bother w ith . Those who choose to  

s ta y  manage to  amputate.themselves from the U tilid o r, jump the b a rrie rs  and
I

find a new neighborhood and sense of community anong the non-U’ s .

Here, the purpose of government a c t iv i t y  i s  c le a r  —  though i t  always has 

been muddled in the Ottawe mind, i t  is  th is t  th a t a hard-times p ert of 

Canada needs help te  become economically aid p o li t ic a l ly  e o lf -a u ff ic le n t.

That d oesn 't mean placing a population of independent and unique human 

beings a t  the mercy o f a herd of sanctimonious c i v i l  servants and dry—ice  

s a ilo rs  who can’ t  poe in  anything but a flush t o i l t t .  And i t  doesn’ t  mean 

se llin g  out the few resources of th is  hard-times country to  predators from 

Outside who w ill  only use the people as flu n k ies. I t  doesn’ t  mean b e littlin g  

the people* th e ir  h isto ry  md th e ir  ways so th a t the young people are anxious 

only to  c le a r  out fo r  good.

The F ed e r4  Government c<uld h e lp  by combing the h a ir  o u t o f  i t s  eyes 

to  see  where th e  emphasis b e lo n g s . Some poin ted  questions ought to  be asked 

of tlw Navy. The RCv? should bo req u ired  to  c l a r i f y  i t s  ambiguous a t t i tu d e  

toward c e r t a i n  Canadien c i t i s e n s  hers in  the D e lta  C ountry, and to  g e t  

s e r io u s  about t r a in in g  a n a tiv e  p o lic e  f o r c e .  The P o s to f f ic e  should i n s t i t u t e

house-to-house mil delivery. Every agency, i„ f«t, Including the Cram 
corporations and p rivate  business, s>ould be scrutinized  fo r  Job-making 

p o s s ib ilitie s  —  fo r the sake of Northerners and not necess -a r ily  fo r  « e ff icie n cy *, 

O utsid e-sty le . C ertainly  the deadwood ehould be pruned from a l l  government 

departments represented h ere. Teachers and so cia l workers should have th e ir  

broins rewashed; they should bo moved in to  email houses in Tent Town —  fo r  

th e ir  own good and the good of the many people who need them aa neighbors.
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Tl» re s t  o f tho U* s in  InuYik should be downgraded s o c ia lly , s Lm ly by Bonding our 

nbsentce chiefs here incognito with in stru ction s to find ac-omod.itions 

as host they oan in  Tent ôwn only,

Whnt a ni.co l o t  o f spare housing would aopear, This housing could be 

converted to  ju s tif ia b le  u ses, such ns two Y *s, a recelvinji heme fo r  

child ren , a now nodical t r a n s it  ce n ter, and n hore fo r the ch ron ically  i l l .

O ffices fo r  v is itin g  sn e c in lis ts  and the d en tis t are needed somewhere besides 

in the oversrowded h o sp ita l, A couple of public baths would be handy about 

where the downtown ЮФ residences are* Tent Town, meanwhile, could use eoce 

simple subsidized ham group housing fo r young people —  a settlem ent house, 

maybe, to  be run by the Salvation Army, and a co-op dona for g i r l s ,  supervised 

by a committee of permanent resid ents* These would help sop up the flo atin g  

population s f  single young Jsb -seek sr* and casual workers who d r i f t  in  and 

out of town and never land anywhere long enough to  be counted. Beyond th a t ,  

loan te rra  should be revised to  encourage a l l  kinds of people f r e e  Toy Town 

to s e t tle  in  Tent Town,

There are рЪ nty of ways to raske a decent r e a l i ty  out of our screwy 

Utopia, But the cockeyed •’system" can b est be reformed by imposing a 

modernized honey-bucket culture on as many "v is itin g  resid en ts" as p ossib le.

They might find re a l  l i f e  pungent, but rewarding*
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