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FCRT SMITH COMMUNITY SOCIETY

Mr. S,A; Dedds, May 26, 1965.
Chairman, .

Fort Smith-Village Council,

Fort Smith, NW.T.

Dear M-, Dodds:
Territorial F Assis - jci o} Ce s

Rccently the costs of providing adequate social and physical community
recreational facilitics on a scale sufficient for the minimum year-
round needs of our larger incorporated communities has for a muber
of reasons grown beyoni the grant system founded to assist in their
construction. This has created a barrier to the compietion of inte-

grated miti-purpose facilities on a joint, or at least, an accelerated
basis,

The program in its present concept calls for re-eligibility for grants
up to the 350,000 maximum at the emd of any glven period of § years.

The result has been a bottlencck in the completion of comprehensive -
facilities have a broad appcal to the entire familv in tke community,
While it is possible, for exariple, to bulld a skating arena for just
under the meximum eligible costs of $100,000, or a Comrunity Centre-
Core containing ¢lub rooms, meeting rooms and social facilities or,

to com~lete a suitsble thrce to five sheet curlirg rink, it is
impossible under the present grant system to complete 2ll of theso
facilities at tho same time and still opersto under full hYenefit of
the program. Incorporated cormunitios have the recossary populrtion
and ad>qunte potential with respect to finencing a fair pronortion of
costs ot rcasonzble dohenture rates not availsble to other commurd ties, ‘
and it is for this reason that this bricf is submitted with respect

to communities who are now; or who subscquently bescome incorporated.

For a number of rcasons it is therefore suguested thot: (a) 2he
presant rostriction of a 5 year waiting period now in farce befars
further grants can be applicd far be revoked., Also (b) that the
grant maximum, or ceiling, as presently constituted, be rcplaced by
a Tigurc based on an cquivalent number of reoncwable periods of
eligibility cqual to the allowable length of term of the debenture
portion of the cost - provided of course that the ostimeted 1ife of
the centre equels or excoeds the term of the debenture.- The present
maximun debenture period ~llowable is 15 years, however, it may be . |
changed, A 15 year-debenturc period equals 3 x § years; or 3 perixds. |
Thus grants of $150,000 would be proposed on projects proposed, g |
In recognition of th: vital position of the ratepayers of the community,

it is further suggested that {c) the portion of costs to be raised

from locAl contribution permit a dircct contribution out of the

revenucs of the municipality for the local sash portion in excess of

the prescnt program maximum requirement of «"318,750 for ary amount of

total cost in excess of thc present program maximum., This is further

illustrated in the following table:
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Total Outlay Territarial Grant Local Sharo
ron-Debenture Debenture
$100,000 $ 50,000 $12,750 pledges 331,250
200,000 100,000 18,750 pledges 62,500
! 12,750 Mun, funds -
300,00C 150,000 18,750 pledges 93,756

37,500 Mun. funés

While the prosont program dees not specify the source of local
coxtributicns and re~definitior is not sought; aprroval in principle
to the abeve method of financing is suggested to assure both a
realistic local campaign and prectical assurances that the integrated
facilitics proposed can in fact be programmed for completion within a
reasonable and economisal period of timc. It is hoped thereby to avoid
a crippling pledge campaign, or onc whosc total requisition would make

impossible the proposcd concentration of prograns which we have set out
herc,

The rapid rate of growth of our northern corrunities, the necessity to
overcome isolati~n boredom and the awloiard barriers against proper
and dosirable social integration of all the pooplcs of the north, the
need to attrrct a more responsible type and a more permancnt stable
scmi-siilled and professional elerent--all these reasons in tho
emerging strong free north meke facilities for the social and recrea-
tlion needs of tho families of all the poople essential for positive
develcpment of our orgerized cormunities., This will allow community
development to occur in a way which allow our local and our native®’
pecple especially to participate more fully, decently, and equally.
To do this competently recuires community planning in the senso of
building the services of cach comrunity phase by phase beginning

with the simple urgent requirements. These include shelter, utilji-
ties, commnity services, employment and, not least, good wholcaame
recreation, We are concorned with recr:ation as a key to better,
more stable cormunity life,

Living as wo do in a territory which "boasts" onc of ‘he highest
venereal diseeses rates in Canada, as well as an alecholic consump-
tion that is estronomical as well as "High", and with the highest

dozth rate from the exhaustion diseasos of the unfit--including
mmewmonia~-we have cause to view with scrious concern tha lack of
cuitable and enjoyable as well £s adequate socisl and sports recreation
facilitics to mako our cormunities healthy, physicelly fit, morelly

end socinlly well adjusted. Wo knew of no other way by which this end
counld be better achieved than as proposed.

It is therefore submitted to the Members of the Territorial Council
that present legislation be amended to permit maximim development of
long~-term multi-purpose local recreation facilities to take plece as
outlined above ovor a remsonably short period of time,
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To ensure maximum use and minirym nct opersting costs to the comrunitics,

it is further recormended thet (d) communitics which agrec to oraect 2
rulti-purpose recrention centre be made eligible for receipt of physienl
fitness dircctorate greants for 508 of the cost of hiring adequnte, qualificd
recrertion managers. There would be no objection if it were mrde a requirement
of the capital construction gront thrt an approved recrestion Menager be
erployed to encure meximum return for the investment of the people of

Connda ond of the Territorial Council in the future and well being of its
people.

Finally, it is rccommended that to implemcrt the proaram, (e) funds be
epproved in prineiple for projects now proposed or which could be com-
picted ~s ander tho cnlarged terms of the program at Hay River and

Fory Smith, respectively. For construction as soon as acceptable plans rnd
firancing proposcls are obtrined; together with the aporoval of loc~l
ratepayers,

Yours sincerely,

.

P. Fcrgu!ton,
President, )
Fort Smith Comunity Society.




