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RAE DEVELOPMENT OQKMITTEB

Rao, N*V,T, * 
February 1 s t ,

The Commissioner and Henbers of th e N.W.T. Council»

The following i s  a b rie f  submitted to  the N.V.T. Council by 
the Rae Development C am ittee concerning the e le c tr ic a l  power ra te s  
a t  Rae, N.W.T. This power i s  now being sold to  Rae resid en ts by 
the Department of Northern A ffairs & National Resources a t  the ra te  
of *12/  per KWH. Compared with the ra te s  being charged a t  Yellcw - 
knife, N.W.T.,  approximately 70 miles d ista n t, the ra te s  charged a t  
Rae are f e l t  to  be extremely excessive.

The Yellowknife ra te s  are :

F i r s t 25 KW/îonth C l.30
Next 25 KWH/Month 4 . 8 / per KWH
Next 50 KWH/Month 2 , 8 /  per KWH
Over 100 KWH/Mounth 2  /  per KWH
Minimum Monthly charge $ 2 .0 0

By way of comparing the ra te s  a t  Rae with the Yellowknife r a te s ,  the 
following i s  the actu al amount of e le c tr ic a l  power consumed r t  three  
separate residences a t Rae during the months of Ju ly , August, 
September, 1964.

House tfl -  2761 KWH a t 1 2 /  per KWH......................... $331 .32
House #2 -  2367 KWH a t  1 2 /  per KWH...;.............. 294.04
House #3 -  2326 XWH a t  1 2 / per K W H .. . . ; . . . . .  289.12

Total 7454 KWH $91A.48

By way of comparison, i f  these th ree houses had been situ ated  a t  
Yellowknife, the c o s t for each fo r e le c tr ic a l  power would have been;

House #1 -  2761 KWH;................................................... C 6 0 .9 2
House #2 -  2367 KWH.......................................................  52 .04
House #3 -  2326 KWH....................................................... 91 .22

•Я64.18

The difference between the costs  of operating these th ree houses 
could be 075 0 .3 0 , or ran average of C250.10 per house, between the
Rae p rices and those in  e f fe c t  a t  Y e llow kn ife ,

We fe e l  th at the ra te  a t  Rae of $914 .48  compared with the Yellowknife 
ra te  of O16 4 . I 8 i s  exorbitant to  the point of being rid icu lo u s. For 
the purpose of th is  b r ie f , these figures apply to  Government residences, 
the occupants of which ere  not required to  d ire c tly  pay the e le c tr ic a l  
b i l l .  By using the same reasoning i t  would n ecessarily  follow th a t the  
co st of power in  ALL p rivate  resid ences, white Metis and Indian, i s  
approximately 5 1 /2  times g reater in  Rae than in  Yellowknife, As the 
a v a ila b ility  of e le c tr ic a l  parer in  a residence is  e sse n tia l in the 
present day Canadian home, and as the onus of paying fo r the e le c tr ic a l  
wiring f a l l s  on the occupant, i t  n ecessarily  follows th a t the cost of 
wiring th e ir  house and paying fo r the pow r  in  th is  settlem ent i s  
completely out of the rerch  of a l l  M etis, White and Indian re sid e n ts . 
This excessive power co st would also  be a great d eterren t t o  any bus
iness or industry thinking of establishin g in  the Rae a re a . I f  a 
p rivate  corpany in  Yellowknife can s e l l  e le c tr ic a l  power a t  a  reasonable 
r a te ,  we fe e l  th at the Federal Government, who i s  not usually in  the 
power business,' could s e l l  power a t  Rae a t  a  p rice  comparable with 
Yellowknife, I t  i s  re sp e ctfu lly  requested th a t the co st of power be 
reduced to  a ra te , comparable to  Yellowknife, N.W.T. •

Tabled by Hr, P , Baker.


