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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

'VKEREAS

THEREFORE

there is an urgent need for a drastic improvoraont of 
dental services in the Fort Smith area, and 
the Fort Smith Chamber of Comcrco fools that this 
iroprovemont mainly should bo brought about in the 
fields of education and prevention, and 
the sotting up of adequate facilities and equipment for 
and the recruitment of para-dental personnel, preferably 
a dental hygionist, would greatly inprove the prosont 

situation -oncerning dontal services in Fort Smith, 
be it repolved that the Fort Smith Chamber of Cortnerce 
respectfully urge the Northern Health Services Branch 
of the Federal Department cf National Health and helfaro 
together with the Commissioner and Council of the North
west Territories to alleviate the critical dental sorvioes 
Mt.'iior ;*,n the Fort Smith area.



APPENDIX

There is a serious inadequacy in dental health services 
available in tho Port Smith region, despite the full-time work 
of a highly qualified and experienced dont1st employod by the 
northern Health Services Branch of tho Department of National Health and Welfare.

The nature of the problem and suggested solutions are 
contained in tho foregoing Hesolution and this Appendix.
PART 1. "HEALTH CARE IH THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES"

The Hall Royal Comission on Hoalth Services makes a 
strong ploa for bettor health services in Canada's vast northern 
regions. Tho Hall report in Volume II devotos 22 of tho 56 
recommendations to the betterment of health services in Canada's North.
Recommendation No. 40i "That provision be made for regular 
periodic visits to  N o rth e rn  s t a t i o n s  by dentists and dental auxiliary personnel",
Recormendation No. 56: "That tho Contonnial Commission as a 
contennial project survoy tho possibility of adopting tho im
plementation of a demonstration project, in two northern 
locations, of com»:unity development including adequate housing, 
proper sanitation services and essential education, health and 
other facilities." The Comission urges that "we must plan 
now and act as soon as possible."

To meet health needs in the Northwost Territories the 
Comission said it is necessary to secure the required personnel, 
oquipment and facilities, in addition to making theso resources 
physically available when and where thoy are needed.

Standards of medical care are constantly improving in 
Canada, but there may bo a ooncorn about theso standards in 
aroas where tho Doctors' time is overtaxed. Tho solution ad- 
voentod by the Comission is that paramedical personnel be 
allowed to play an essential role in maintaining quality hoalth cure. J

Conditions for medical pra.bice in the Northwost Territories 
a ro  d i f f e r e n t  from  th o s e  in  S o u th e rn  C an ad a;

1) Tho isolation of the communities makes it impossible 
for the professional m n  to associnto with hi3 peers;

2) Tho average Southern Canadian Community may have an 
incidence of medically indigent people'of Ъ% to 5#;
in some northern communities it nay bo as high as 90#;

3) Fe e s  f o r  m e d ica l s e r v i c e s  to the m e d ic a lly  in d ig e n t  
aro paid out of public funds and hence are assured.

PART 2. "FORT SMITH REGION DEtîTAL (3ERVICFS) SITUATION"
The Fort Smith region includes the sottlomonts of Fort 

Chipewyan, Sv/eetgrass Landing, Fort Fitzgerald and Fort Resolution.
'■•ithout considering the outlying districts, the Fort Smith 

area has approximately 300 school children. Studies have shown 
that the average Cantr'Ian child develops 2 to 4 new cavltiou 
por year. Thi3 applied to the Я00 Fort Smith children means a 
minimum of 1,600 now cavities per year.
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A year contains approximately 240 working days, which means 

that one dentist would be occupied eight hours a day with the 
task of keeping tho yearly increase of cavities undor control 
for the children alonei In addition there Is a backlog of 
dental work and the emergency service to adults. Dental services 
also ineludo dental examinations, which would bring to light 
signs of systemic disorders and anomalies. These examinations 
include the taking of radiographs where necessary.

To carry out examinations on the school children and initiate 
preventive treatment at tho rate of 15 to 20 pationts per day 
would take approximately three months. At the present time no 
examinations are done nor are preventive treatments administered, 
•”o do not take into consideration the orthodontal work found 
necessary as a result of the examinations.

Extensive studies in Canada have shown that certain measures 
can bo taken to attack these problems.

"Proper oral hygiene will roduce tho incidence of new 
cavities by 30$, Topical applications reduce tho number of 
now cavities by 50# and the procedure of cleaning and the 
application of prephyaste twice a year will have the effoct 
of a 70# reduction in new cavities.”

Tho ideal dental program today should placo emphasis on 
p r e v e n tio n  and e d u c a t io n .

PART 3 .  " RECOMMENDATIONS”

To provide the same financial incentives for furnishing 
professional services to tho residents of northern Canada, 
arrangements for medical professional and para-medical pooplo 
should be set up so as to equalize tho incomes of the northern practitionors with comparable groups in the south, thereby 
allowing for differences In oosts of living and transportation.

While treatment and roliof-of-pain dental services will 
still be nocossary for many years to come, consideration should 
bo given to implement tho education and provontion phases of the 
dental program in the Fort Smith region.

Also, the terms of reforonce for the dentist should bo changod 
to read "all dental enre be his responsibility" instead of the 
present "emergency or rolief of pain only" referoncc.

Thoro is a socond dental unit in storage in Fort Smith.This unit should be set up and put into service as soon as possible to assist in patient flow and appointment planning.
In addition there is a fairly wo 11 equipped travelling kit on hand In Fort Smith for field use.

PORT SMITH CHAMBER OP COMMERCE


