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A BRIEF FOR PRESENTATION TO THE JUNE 1965 SITTINGS 
OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES COUNCIL WITH REASONING 
SUPPORTING YELLOWKNIFE AS THE CAPITAL FOR THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

PREAMBLE

I t  i s  assumed th at the c a p ita l would be in the Mackenzie area  

as th is  area i s  p resently  the most highly developed and as i t  holds 

the most prord.se fo r  future development. I t  i s  fu rth er assumed th a t  

Yellowknife, Hay River and F o rt Smith would be the three lo c a l i t ie s  

under consideration because of e x istin g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  tran sp o rta tio n , 

development, e t c .  I t  i s  the purpose of th is  b rie f to  demonstrate 

th at because of i t s  superior development, f a c i l i t i e s ,  lo catio n  and 

other fa c to r s , Yellowknife i s  the lo g ic a l  choice as the location  fe r  

the c a p ita l .

Establishment of a ca p ita l i s  of great economic significance to  

the m unicipality concerned as well as to  various government departments 

planning adm inistrative and other expansion in  the north. Designation 

of a temporary ca p ita l a t  Fort Smith has resulted ir. the locatio n  of 

many government o ffice s  th ere . There would be no waste of these 

f a c i l i t i e s  due to  relo catio n  of the ca p ita l Ьесаизе these f a c i l i t i e s  

would presumably s t i l l  be required in  Fort Smith to  administer 

th a t area. The need for early  establishment of a permanent c a p ita l  

i s  without question. АЦ fa cto rs  must be considered and a wise

choice made
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ARGUMENTS SUP'ORTING YELLOWKNIFE AS THE TERRITORIAL СЛР1T/J.

1 . LOCATION. Yellowknife i s  more c e n tra lly  to  the Mackenzie

area than e ith er of the other m u n icip alities. I t  is  the present 

"jumping off" point fo r exploration in  the area and to  the north. 

Because of th is  l a t t e r  fre to r  the town's f a c i l i t i e s  to  supoort such 

a c tiv ity  are w ell developed.

2 .. ?  ‘,п  CC îgm C  .Т10Л Yellowknife has

d aily  service by scheduled a irlin e s  and also  to a s ts  the la rg e st  

ch arter a ir  base in  Canada, involving five d ifferen ct companies.

The a irp o rt i s  the b est in the T e rrito rie s  with a paved two way 

runway, navigational aide anJ rcort fo r expansion- 

The Mackenzie highway provides Лзг ground tra v e l by bus, car 

and tran sport tru cks. Yellowknife i s  a lso  serviced by Northern 

Transportation Co. Ltd. in  water tran sp o rt. These fa c to rs  

combine to  give Yellowknife su p erio rity  in the transportation  

f ie ld .

In the rad io , C .f.Y .X . serves as base sta tio n  fo r Fort Smith,

Hay River, Uranium City and Fort Sineson. Through th is  the 

C.B.C. has shown Yellowknife to  be i t s  choice as a focus for 

i t s  operations in the Southern Mackenzie and Great S l-ve Lake 

areas.

Canadian National Telecommunications provides good telephone, 

teletype and telegraph service to the area.

3 . ACCOFODATION. With three h ote ls  and two motels plus

restau ran ts , the E lk 's  H all, the Legion, e t c . ,  Yellowknife 

i s  best equipped to  hanile to u r is ts ,  conventions, and other 

a c t iv i t ie s  th at the cap ita l would be called  unon to  provide,

L . SERVICES. P rofession ally , Yellowknife has three d octors, 

one d e n tis t , five la-.yers, two accountants and a consultant 

engineering firm a l l  operating in  private en terp rise situ ation s  

to  serve the area . There are many other semi-professional 

people which provide the town with services reauired in  th eir



-  3 -

are a s . The town 1з large enough to  support more than or.e out

l e t  for each of the various c la ss if ic a tio n s  as in  hardware, 

foodstuffs, clothing, e t c , ,  and th is  is  of benefit to  the consuner 

because of competitive p rice s  being offered. A smaller community 

would not be able to  fupport nore than one r e t a i l  o u tle t in  each 

of the various fie ld s  and because of the nonocolies e x is te n t  

the co sts  to  the consuner would be h i^ .e r .

THE ECONOMY OF YJILLCWTKIFE. This i s  based nainly on the 

mines operating in  the area and secondarily on the to u ris t business. 

There are t r o  nines operating near town and two othen^ 50 and 

150 n i''es away. Many a n cilla ry  en terp rises are associated there

w ith, The value of the gold production in Yellowknife fa r exceeds 

th a t of any other natural resources or other production In the 

T e rr ito r ie s , I t  i s  inevitable th^t new mines w ill develop in  the 

area and continue to support the Yellowknife econory. I t  i s  

recognized th a t the present nines w ill eventually run out, but 

the many businesses and services already established would 

remain to  serve the c a p ita l ’ s needs. The presence of the nines 

has allowed for the development of f a c i l i t i e s  and services fa r  n.ore 

extensive than those in Port Smith or Hav River.

Tourism, i t  has been said , i s  the north ’ s best prospect fo r rapid  

development and economic advantage over the next ten  years, 

Yellowknife i s  not lagging in developing th is  industry, Hie town 

maintains one campsite and plans further development in th is  l in e .  

The Board of Trade operates an excellen t to u ris t  information 

centre and handled a tremendous amount of correspondence from 

would-be v is i to r s .  A rctic C ircle  cru ises ha.s th is  year re-lo cated  

to  Yellowknife as a base for operating i t s  pleasure and sporting  

excursion boats on Great Slave lake and up the Mackenxie R iver.

A nuriber of sporting anierprisos on GreH Slave, Great Bear and 

other lakes operate out of Yellowknife.
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6 .  GONSTR'ÆTION. Although construction co sts  arc s lig h tly  increased

the town offers superior construction s i te s  because of the a ra ila b ility  

of bedrock on which to  place foundations. The advantages of th is  over 

muskeg, e t c . ,  as in Hay River p a rticu la rly  are obvious. Further to  

th is , permafrost i s  not a problem in Yellowknife. We submit th at 

the s lig h tly  increased cost of construction would be well compens=ted 

fo r by the decreased maintenance associated with b e tte r foundations, 

e t c .

7 .  *ШЕ TOWN OF YELLOWKNIFE. Yellowknife as a municipal 

d i s t r i c t  i s  very capably administered by a fu lly  elected  town 

cou ncil. The town has water and 9ewer services plus e le c ti ie  

power from three sources supported by d iesel e le c tr ic  stand-by 

u n it. A new 35 bed hospital has been ancroved and w ill be under 

construction by August 1 s t .

The effectiveness of oar loca.l f iro  brigade is  evidenced by our 

re la tiv e ly  low f ir e  insurance r a te s .  The town has a pavement 

paving program outlined and as well as a sidewalk urogram.

The town has recen tly  purchased an asphalt plant which w ill  

f a c i l i ta te  the e x 1c u tion of th is  program. Yellowknife has a 

comprehensive master plan of development which w ill re su lt  

in  a step by step development of u ll  municipal serv ices and 

con trol thereof by zoning by-laws.

In the field  of education, the public and separate 

school boards administer two elementary and one secondary 

school. The federal school adequately provides fu rth er second

ary school education needs, A school fo r retarded children is  

being planned and should be constructed by the F a ll  of ’ 66 .

Seme years ago the town chose a s ite  fo r the 

location  of ca p ita l buildings in Yellowknife and th is  s i te  i s  s t i l l  

being reserved. The s i te  can read ily  be served with u t i l i t i e s ,  

i e  close  to the business centre of town and overlooks Frame 

Lake. The municipal council of Yellowknife would o ffer every
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co-operation in developing th is  s i te .

Some government departments have already seen the 

wisdom in establishin g Yellowknife as a base fo r th eir oper

a tio n s. A judge of the T errito ria l Court, a m agistrate and s ta ff  

ere a l l  based a t  Yellowknife. Dept, of Mines and Technical 

Surveys maintain in Yellowknife the only resident geologist in  

the T e rr ito rie s .

RESUME.

Frcri the foregoing outline i t  would appear th at 

Yellowknife is presently the best equipped munisia p lity  in the 

T e rrito rie s  to  provide the needs t in t  would be required for the 

c a p ita l . I t  would seem to  be good thinking t i n t  the ca p ita l should 

be in  such a location  ns to  be c lo se st to  the greatest population 

concentration in  the T e rr ito rie s . Yellowknife can c e rta in ly  c la ir , 

to  be such. The town's present and future development programs 

are compatible with the establishment of the ca p ita l here.

We re sp e ctfu lly  submit th at there i s  an urgent need 

fo r the establishm ent c f  a permanent capital of the Northwest 

T errito e is  and fu rth er submit tha.t Yellowknife i s  the lo g ica l  

choice fo r the cap ital*


