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A BRIEF FOR PRESENTATION TQO THE JUNE 1965 SITTINGS
OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES COUNCIL WITH RE..SONING
SUPPORTING YELLOWKNIFE 4S THE CAPITAL FOR THE
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

PRE/MBLE

It is assumed thet the copitel would be in the Mockenzie area
as this area is presently the most high}.y developed end as it holds
the most promise for future development. It is further assumed that
Yeliowknife, Hay River and Fort Smith would be the three localities
under consideration because of existing facilities, transportation;
development, etc. It is the purpose of this brief to demonstrate
thrt because of its superior development, f:-.cilities; loc>tion and
other factors, Yellowknife is the logical choice as the location far
the capital,

Establishment of a capital is of gren:t economic significance to
the nmunicipality concerned as well as to various government departments
planning administrative and other expension in the north, Designztion
of a temporary capital at Fort Smith has resulted in the loeation of
many government offices thcre, There would be no woste of these
facilities due tc relocrtion of the canital because these facilities
would presumably stiil be required in Fert Smith to administer
that area. The need for early esteblishment of a permanent capital
is without question. r"tll factors mst be considered and a wise

choice made, .
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ARGUMENTS SUP ORTING YELLCWEKNIFE AS THT TERRITORIAL CAPITAL

1.

LOCATION. Yellowknife is more centr2lly te the Mockenzie

area than either of the other municinalities. It is the present

"jumping off" point for exvlorstion in the arez ani to the north.
unp

Because of this latter fector the tovn's facilities to support such

activity are well developed.

IorT om0 CGIUNIC \TI0F,  Yellovimife has

daily service by scheduled airlines and ~1so boasts the largest
charter air bese in Canadn, involving five differenct comparies.
The airport is the best in the Territcries with a paved two way

runway, navigational aide an? reom for expsasion.

The Mackenzie hichway provides “or ground travel by bus , car

and transpert trucks. Yellowknife is 2lso serviced by Northern

Transportation Co. Lti. in water transport. These factors
corbine to give Yellewknife superiority ir the tronsportotion
field, |

In the redio, C.F.Y.K. serves as base strtion for Fort Smiih,
Hay River, Uranium City and Fort Sirpson. Through this the
C,B.C. has shown Yellowknife to be iis choice as A focus for
its operztions in the Southern Mackenzie and Grest Slave Lake
areas,

Can~dian National Telecommunicaticns provides good telephone;
teletype and teleeraph service to the area,

HCCOMOD.ATICN. With three hotels and two ~otels plus
restaurants, the Elk's Ha.ll; the Legion; etc., Yellowknife
is best equipped to hanile tourists, conventions, and other

activities thet the capital would be called umon o provide,

SERVICES. Professionally, Yellcwknife has three doctors,

one dentist, five laJers, two accountants and a consultant
engineerinz firm all operating in private enterorise siturtions

to serve the arvea, There are many other semi-professional

people which provide the town with services resuired in their
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areas. The to;cn is large encugh to support more thaon ore out-
let for ench of the verious cliassificstions as in hardware,
foodstuffs; clothing; etc., and this is of benefit to the consurmer
because of c@etitive prices teing offered, A smnller corrunity
would not be able to rupport more than one retnil outlet in each
of the various fields and because of the monorolies existent

the costs to the consumer would be higher,
THE ECONOMY OF YILICWINIFE. This is based mainly on the

mines operating in the area and secondariiy on the tourist busiress.

There are two mines operating near tewn and two othery, 50 and

150 nmi‘es awnay., Meny ancillary enterprises are associnted there-

with, The value of the gold productirn in Yellowknife far exceeds
that of any other natural resources or other production in the
Territories, 1t 1s inevitable th-t new mines will develop in the
area and continue to support the Yeilowknife econormy. It is
recognized that the present rines will eventually run out; tut

the many businesses and services already established weuld

remiin to serve the capitnl's needs. The presence of the mines
has ~llowed for the developnent of facilities and services far more
extensive than those in Fort Smith or Hav River.

Tourism, it has been said, is the north's best prospect for rapid
development and eccmomic advantage over the next ten years,
Yellowknife is not lagging in developing this industry, The town
maintains one campsite amd plens furiher development in this line.
The Board‘of Trade operates an excellent tourist information
centre and handled 2 trememdous ameunt of correspondence from
would-be visitors, sretic Circle cruises has this year re-located
to Yellowknife &s n base for cperating its plessure and sporting
excursion toats on Great Slave lake and up the Mackenzie River.

A nurber of sporting nnterpriscs on Grest Slave, Great Besr and

other lakes operate out of Yellowknife.




6.

-4 -

CONSTRUUTION. Although construction costs are slishtly increased

‘the town offers superior constructinn sites because of the arailability

of bedreck on which to place foundations, The ndvantages of this over
ruskeg, etc., as in Hay River particularly are cbvious, Further to

this, permafrost is not a problem in Yellowicdfe, We subrdi thot

~ the slightly increased cost of construction would te well compens=ted

for by the decrensed maintennnce associnted with better foundations,
etc.

THE TOWN OF YELLOWKNIFE. Yellowknife as a rmnicipal

district is very capably administercd by a fully elected town
council, The town has water ané sewer services plus electile
puwer from three sources supported by dicsel electric stand-by
unit, 4 new 35 bed hospit~l has teen arcroved and will be under
construction by fugust lst. k
The effectiveness of our lecal firs brignde is evidenced by our
relatively low fire insurance rates, The town has 2 paverent
paving progrcm outlined and as well a2s a sidewalk orogrom,
The town has racently purchased an asch»lt plant which will
facilitate the ex:cution of this preogrom, Yellowknifs has a
comprehensive master plan of development which will result
in & step by step developrent of ull municip~l services and
control thercof by zoning by-laws.
In the field of education, the public and separate
school boards administer two elementary and one secondery
school. The federal school ad-guately provides further second-
ary school educntion needs. A school for retrrded children is
being planned and should be ceonstructed by the Fall of ‘46,
Same yerrs ago the town chose a2 site for the
loc~tion of capital buildings in Yellowknife and this site is still
being reserved. The site can readily be served with utilities,
1e close to the business centrz of town ani overlooks Frare

Lake, The municipal council of Yellowknife would offer every
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co-oper?tion in developing this site,

Some government departments h=ve alreadv seen the
wisdom in eétablishing Yellowknife as 2 base for their oper-
ations, & judge of the Territorial Court, a magistrrie and stoff
are 21l bosed at Yellowknife, Dept. of Mines and Technical
Surveys maintain in Yellowknife the only resident geologist in

the Territories.
RESUME.

From the foregoing outline it would anperr that
Yellowknife is presently the best equivped municiaplity in the
Territories to provide the necds th~t would be required for the
capital, It would seem to be good thinking that the enpitzl should
be in such a locrtion as to be closest to tha grentest pepulation
concentration in the Territories, Yeilowknife can certainly clainm
to be such. The town's present and future develobment prozrams
are compntible with the estzblishment of the cepitsd here,

We respectfully submit that there is an urgent need
for the establishment of a permanent capitsl of the Northwest
Territoeis and further submit thoi Yeliovxlmife is the logical

choice for the capital,




