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BRIEF TO THE COMMISSIONER AND 
MEMBERS OF THE KGSTHYEST TERRITORIES 
COUNCIL FROM THE COUNCIL OF IKS TOWN 
OF HaY'RIVER WITH REGARD TO REGULA' : 0 GOVERNING GRANTS TO COMMUNITIES FOR CON­
STRUCTION OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

In 1962 the town of Hay River undertook the building of a 

community cen tre , consisting of an arena, centre co re , and a 

cu rlin g f a c i l i t y  a t  an estimated cost of $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 . A grant of 

$ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  was received from the T e rr ito ria l  Council to  defray h alf  

the co st of the ca p ita l expenditure. The $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  remaining was 

raised  by a debenture of $ 3 1 ,2 5 0 .0 0  and lo ca l subscriptions of  

$ 1 8 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 .

With the funds availab le , the town of Hay River has man­

aged to  con stru ct the arena and some m aterials are on hand to  

p artly  complete the centre co re . I t  w ill be impossible to c a rry  

out th is  p roject as orig in ally  planned under the present plan of 

financing. The reasons for finding ourselves with in su ffic ie n t  

funds are as follow s: ( l )  Although estim ates were obtained from

a reputable firm of a rc h ite c ts , i t  is  new obvious th a t the estim ate  

of costs  made by th at firm  of a rch ite c ts  was too low. (2 ) The 

actu al construction  was considerably delayed by the Hay River flood 

v&ich made i t  necessary to relo cate  the community centre a f te r  the 

foundations had been constructed. During th is  period of approx­

im ately two years, the cost of m aterial and labour increased con­

siderably and although the Terri*; o ria l Government very generously 

reimbursed tho town of Hay River for i t s  I03S due to  the flood, the 

loss of m aterial and labour could not be replaced fo r the same 

p rice a t  the la te r  d ate .

Hay Ri'-er has ce rta in ly  received fu ll  value fo r th e money 

sper.; on the recreatio n  centre p ro ject to  d ate . Both in  the amount 

of the physical plant th at has been completed and in  the e ff e c t  th at 

the arena has had on the l i f e  of th is  community. The arena building 

proper was completed to  the exten t that i t  could be put in to  use by 

Jaummry 1 5 th .,  1965. The attached e x tra c t  from the rep o rt of 

Mr, Mansell, Chairman of the Hay River Recreation Board, to  the



D irector of Recreation a t  Fort Smith shows the exten t to  which th is  

arena was used by the people of the community. I t  i s  the consensus 

of opinion among school a u th o ritie s , service groups and the R.C.Î1.?»  

in  the town th at the re cre a tio n  afforded by the arena has had a 

marked e ffe c t  on the conduct and attitu d e  of the people of Hay River as 

whole and on the young people in  p a rticu la r . I t  i s  obvious th a t  

i f  we are able to complete the community centre  as origin ally  

planned, i t  w ill have an e ffe c t  on th is  conr.unity far in  excess of 

the co st in  d o lla rs . Unfortunately, under the present T e rr ito r ia l  

grant s tru ctu re , i t  v d ll be impossible to  complete th is  p roject as

planned.

Vie therefore requert th at the T e rr i to r ia l  Grants Regulations 

be amended to  make provision for increased grants fo r la rg e r p rojects  

as follow s:

Total Outlay T e rr ito r ia l  Grant Local Share
_____________  ______________ • non-debenture Debenture

$100,000.00 $ 50,000.00 $18,750 pledges $31,250.00

$200 ,000 .00  $100 ,0 0 0 .0 0  $ie>750 pledges $ 62, 500.00
$18 ,750  Kin. funds

$300 ,000 .00  $150 ,0 0 0 .0 0  :U e ,?5 0  pledges $ 9 3 ,7 5 0 .0 0
$37 ,500  Mun. funds

Ув submit th a t th is  new schedule of grants would have a 

number of advantages.

1 .  the co st in  grants to .th e  T e rr ito ria l  Government, although 

larg er a t  the ou tset, would not be la rg e r in the to ta l  grants  

over a period of fif te e n  y e a rs , fo r a p ro je ct costing  

0ffO,QOO.QO, b u ilt in stages. For example, should i t  be nec­

essary for Hay River to  wait five years for the second grant 

of $50 ,000 .00  and another five years for the third  grant of 

$ 50, 000. 00, the community cen tre , vhich is  required now, w ill 

be in a constant, s ta te  of construction and vd ll not fu lly  

serve the purposes fo r which i t  i s  being constructed. We 

re a liz e  th a t , i f  th is  suggested plan is  adopted, further 

grants for recre a tio n a l purposes would only be available



- 3 -
a f te r  a period of fif te e n  years.

Although our arena, as we have pointed out, has been of 

immense benefit to  the to rn , i t  lo se s  some of i t s  value be­

cause the dressing rooms, waiting rooms, e t c .  which were 

planned fo r  the centre core , are not yet av ailab le . The 

lim ited f a c i l i t i e s  of the arena, without the centre core, 

have been taxed so g reatly  th at i t  became a matter o f  ronl 

concern to  the Recreation Board th is  past w inter.

2 . The suggested schedule of grants leaves the amount to  be 

pledged lo c a lly  a t 3 1 8 ,7 5 0 .0 0 . V/e contend th at th is  i s  the 

maximum which a small corrunity nay lo g ica lly  be expected to  

ra ise  by lo ca l subscription. Tt amounts to  $10 .00  per head 

for every man, woman and child  in  the community and would be 

comparable to  an amount of four m illion d o lla rs  fo r a c i ty  the 

si*e of Edmonton. Such an amount, we b elieve , would present 

quits challenge to  such a corru n ity , even though i t  would 

have la rg e r com ercin l and in d u strial resources to c a l l  on 

.-nd we fe e l th-’t  the record cf Hay River in  regard to  ra isin g  

funds fo r th is  p roject i s  as good as can be expected.

The people of Hay River are en th u siastic  about th is  

recreatio n  centre p roject and are convinced th“t  i t  i s  and w ill  

f u lf i l  a.n e sse n tia l requirement and need in th is  community. The 

consideration which Hay River h-аз always received from the 

T e rr ito ria l Council i s  g ra te fu lly  aclaowledged auvi i t  would 

lead us to  believe th at carefu l and sympathetic consideration w ill 

be given to  th is  b rie f .

Hespectfully submitted,
THi Hi'.YOIl Л Ш  CORPORATION 
OF ш  W ill OF KAY А1Ш

per.
(D.K, Stewart) Mayor
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C rest

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

o ffice  of
Regionnl Co-ordin-tor of Recreation  

Hay R iv er, N.W.T.

May 2nd,, 1965.

ifr. J .  van P e lt ,  
D irector of Recreation, 
P ort Smith, N.W.T.

Dear Jacks

Re? Recre.-tlon -  Hay, R iver.

As you are aware, re cre a tio n  in Hay R iver, from 
the standpoint ctf the Recreation Eo-rd, i s  s t i l l  predominately 
concerned with hockey and baseball. We hope to  get som e'activity  
going next f e l l  in badminton and in basketball but th ese , too , are  
in  the lin e  of sport and the other side of the re cre a tio n a l f ie ld  
has not progressed very fa r  as y e t .  Reviver, we fe e l t h 't  i f  v« 
c.an get a few a c t iv i t ie s  organized and properly a c tiv e , we are on 
the rig h t tr -e k .

You arc fam iliar with the hockey a c tiv ity  during the 
past w inter. I  have a copy of the report of Mr. 1 .  Makepeace 
to  the Hay River Community S ociety  on the w in ter's  operation .and 
you might be in terested  in  the s t a t i s t i c a l  information:

PROGRAM
1« G irls "_gure Skating 16 years and under
2 , G irls  Hockey 1A years and under
3 .  G irls  Hockey over 2A years  
A. Boys Hockey A to  7 years  
5i Boys Hockey 8 to  10 years
6 .  Boys Hockey 11 to  1A years
7 .  Boys Hockey 15 to  18 years
a '•---- —

NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
26 
22 
A2 
32 
36 
60 
30 
A5

Tot-1 293

9 . Public Skating -  estimated maximum attend-.nce 
in  one day- 375

In addition to  tho above s t a t i s t i c s ,  I  might add th a t over 
30 people gave freely  of th e ir  time and energy to  coach the teams 
l is te d  above. #3 above includes quite a number of married and 
single women who were in terested  in g ettin g  out fo r a l i t t l e  
ccmpetetive sport and i b is  a c t iv i ty  created much in te re s t .  I  
think th at the most serious hockey of a l l  was played by the boys, 
aged A to 7 y e a rs . These l i t t l e  fellow s, as did every other 
group, showed amazing improvement in th e ir  a b il ity  to  skate and 
drew constant crowds cf sp e cta to rs . The re su lt of the a c tiv ity  
in  the t r ~na th is  w inter was th a t i L became the centre of convnunity 
.activ ity  .and there was a noticeable lesserin g  of other, le ss  
savory, a c t iv i ty  in  the town. By and la rg e , the conduct of the public 
a t  the arena vc.3 exempt cry and i t  was possible for fam ilies to
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send th e ir  children to  the ere nr. without fe " r  of th e ir  gettin g  
in to  troub le.

Our native children were included in  the arena a c t iv i t ie s  
to  v&r.tever exten t they themselves desired without any discrim ination. 
However, X think there wr.s some reluctance on the part of core of 
the Indian children to  get involved, whether because of lack  of 
funds tc  buy equipment or other reason, I  don't know* Ihe 
Recreation Board w ill h.ave to look into this aspect this coining 
f a l l .  The natural a th le tic  a b i l ity  of the Indian people is  recognized 
and i t  i s  one w»y in  which th is  group of our people can secure 
the песеэзагу sense of achievement.


