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To the Commissioner and Members
of the Northwest Territories Council

From the Council of the Town of Hay River

With regard to Regulctions

governing grants to communiiies for

construction of Recreational Facilities.

Hay River, N.V.T.
June 12, 1965.



BRIEF TO TH& COMMISSIONER AND

MEMBERS OF THE NOXTHVSST TERRITORIES
COUNCIL FROM THE COUNCIL OF THE TCWN

OF HxY RIVER WITH REGARD TO REGULAT: 13
GOVERNING GRANTS TO COMMUNITIES FOR CON.
STRUCTION OF RECREATIONAL FACILITISS.

In 1962 the town of Hay River uﬁdertook the buil:iing of a
comwnity centre, consisting of an arena, centre core, ard a
curling facility at an estimated cost of $100,000.00. A grant of
$50,000.00 was received from the Territorial Council to defray half
the cost of the capital expenditure. The $50,000.00 remainirg was
raised by a debenture of $31,250.00 and local subseriptions of
318; 750,00,

With the funds available, the town of Hay River has man-
aged to construct the arena and some materials are on hand to
partly complete the centre core. It will be impossible to carry
out this project as originally plemmed under the present plan ef
financing, The reasons for finding ourselves with insufficient
funds are as follows: (1) Although estimates were obtairied from
a reputable firn of architects; t is now obvious that the estimate
of costs made by that firm of architects was too low. (2) The
actual construction was considerably delayed by the Hay River flood
vhich made it necassary o relocate the community centre after the
for ndations had been constructed. During this peried of approx-
imately two years, the cost of material and labour inereased con-
siderably and although the Terr::orial Goverrment very generously
reirbursed the town of Hay River for its loss due to the flood, the
loss of material and la’i_aonr could not be replaced for the same
price at the later date.

Hay Ri--er has certainly received full value for the money
spert on the recreation centre project to date, Both in the amount
of the physical plant that has been completed and in the effect that
the arena has had on the li_.fe of this community. The arena building
proper was completed to the extent that it could be put into use by
Jaunuary 15th., 1955, The attached extract from the report of

¥, Mansell, Chnirman of the Hay River. Recreation Board, to the
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Director of Recrestion at Fort Smith shows the extent to which this
arena wzs used by the people of tha commnity. It is the consensus .
of opinion amonz school authoritiss, service eroups and the R.C.M.P,

in the town that the recreation afferded by the arena has had a

merked effect on the conduct and =ttitude of the people of Hay Hiver as a

whole 2nd on the young peorle in particulzr, It is obvious that
if we are zble to complete the community centre as originnlly
planned, it will have an effect on this comunity far in excess of
the cost in dollars. Ur.fortunatel:,-; urder the present Territcrial
grent structure, it will be impossibdle to complete this project as
planned.

Ve therefore request that the Territorial Grants Regulations

be emended to meke provision for increzsed grants for larmer projects

as follows:
Totel Outlay Territorial Grent Loorl Shere
non-debenture Deventu-e
$100,000,00 % 50,000.00 $18,750 rl=dees $31,250.00
$200,000,00 $100,000.00 $18,750 pledzes  $62,500.00
$18,750 tun, funds
$300,000.00 $150,000.00 18,750 pledzes $93,750,00

537,500 Mun. funds
"o submit that this new schedule of grants would have a
nurher of advantages,

1. The cost in grants to the Territorial Gevernment, although
larger at the outset, would not be larger in the tctal grants
over a period of fifteen years, for 2 project costing
.300,680.Q0, built in stages. For example, should it be‘ nec-
essory for Hay River to wait five yecrs for the second grant
of 350,000.00 and cnother five yesrs for the third gramt of
$50,000.00, the comrmnity centre, vhich is required now, will
be in a constant stcote of construction and will not fully
serve the purposes for which it is being constructed. We

reelize thet, if this suggested plan is adopted, further

grants for recreztional purposes would only be availzble
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after a period of fifteen years.

Although our arenz, as we have pointed out, has been of
immense benefit to the town, it loses some of its value be-
cause the dressing rooms, w'f\iting rooms, etc. which were
planned for the centre core, are not yet available, The-
linmited facilities of the arena, without tae centre core,
have been taxed so greatly that it became a matter of rorl
cthefn to the Recreation Board this past winter,

2. The suggested schedule of grants leaves the amount to be
pledged locaily at 318,750.00, We conterd thot this is the
maximum which a small corrunity may logically be expected to
raise by local subscrintion. It amounts to $10.00 per head
for every man, woman and child in the commnity and would be
comparable to 2n amount of four mdllion dollars for a city the
sine of Edmontor. Such an smount. we ‘believe, would presend
quitz ~ chrllenge to such » corunity, oven though it weuld
‘hove 1rrger cormereicl and industri~l resources to call on
#rd we feel th-~t the record o Hay River in reg-rd to raising
funds for this project is as good ~c e~n be expected,

The people of Hay River ore enthusi~stic sbout this
reorohtim centre project ~nd ~re convinced th-t it is ~nd will
fulfil an essenti-1 requirement ~nd need ir this comrunity. The
consider-tion which Hny River hns ﬂw~ys received from the
Territorinl Council is gr-tefully ~ckaowledeed and it would
le~d us to believe that coreful and symp-thetic consider~tion will
be given to this brief.

Respectfully submitted,

T3 M.YOR AND CCRPOR.TION
OF THE TOWN OF HAY RIVER

pe

.
(DN, Stew-rt) Hoyor
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Crest
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

office of
Regional Co-ordin~tor of Recre~tion
Hay River, NeW.T.

M~y 2rd,, 1965.

Mr, J. van Pelt, .
Director of Recre~tion,
Fort Smith, N.W.T.

Derr Jrekt
‘ He: Regrer ~ Hay Rive

As you scre erwore, recrention in Hay River, from
the st ndpoint of the Recrention Bo-rd, is still predominately
ccncarned with hockey nnd baseball., Ve hope to get some’nctivity
going next foll in badminton and in b-sketbzll but these, too, are
in the line of spor: and the other side of the recrentioncl fleld
has not progressed very far as yei. Hewover, we feel th-t if we
can get a few activities orgonized and properiy nctive, we cre on
the right tr-ck.

You arc familisr with the hockey ~ctivity during the
pist winter. I hove o copy of the report of Mr. L. Makepeace
to the Hay River Comtmnity Society on the winter's aperation and
you might be interested in the statistical inform-tion:

PROGR!M i NUMBERS OF PEOPLE
1. Girls “_gure Skrting 16 years ~nd under 2%
2, Girls Hockey 1k years znd under 2
3. Girls Hockey over 14 years 42
4, Boys Hockey 4 to 7 years 32
5. Boys Hockey 8 o0 10 years 36
6. Boys Hockey 11 to 14 years 60
7+ Boys Hockey 15 to 18 years 30
8 Moollley 45

Tot-1 29

9. Public Sk-ting - estimrted mximum attend-nce
in one day 375

In nddition to the above statistics, I might add thot over
30 people gave freely of their time ~nd energy to co~ch the teoms
listed above. #3 rbove includes quite a munber of married amd
single women who were interested in getting out for a little
campetetive sport and 47is netivity created much interest. I
think that the most serious hockey of ~11 wns ployed by the boys,
aged 4 to 7 years, These little fellows, ng did every other
group, showed am~zing improvement in their nbility to sk~te and
drew constant crowds of spectrtors. The result of the nctivity
in the r~na this winter was thnt i* becrme the centre of community
~ctivity =nd there wns n noticenble lessering of other, less
sovory, activity in the town., By ~nd l~rge, the conduct of the publie
at the arenn vog exemplory end it wns possitle for families to
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send their children to the crena without fesr of their getting
into trouble. _

Our nntive children were included in the arena cctivities
. to whatever extent they themselves desired without any discrimin~tion.
However, I think there wns some reluctonce on the part of some of
the Indicn children to get invnlved, whether becouse of lack of
funds tc buy equipment or other renson, I don't imow. The
Recreation Borrd will have to look into this aspect this coming
£f211, The natural athletic ability of the Indinn people is recognized
and it is one wxy in which this group of our people c¢an secure
the necessary sense of achievement,




