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PROPOSED EXTENSION- TO THE COMMUNITY CENTRES 
_______ _ _ _ _ _______GRANTS PROGRAM

B r i e f s  w ere t a b l e d  a t  th e  3 0 th  S e s s io n  o f  th e  C o u n cil h e ld  in  
Y e llo w k n ife , J u n e ,  19<>5, r e q u e s t in g  an e x te n s io n  t o  th e  g r a n ts  
p r e s e n t l y  p a y a b le  under th e  Community C e n tre s  P ro g ram , C opies o f  
th e  b r i e f s  a re  a t t a c h e d . ■

1 . P r e s e n t  Terms o f  th e  P rogram

The Community C e n tre s  G ran ts  Progratp  p ro v id e s  a s s i s t a n c e  to
th e  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  o f  ap proved  community c e n t r e s  e r e c t e d  by
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r  i n c o r p o r a te d  community s o c i e t i e s  on th e
following basis «
( a )  The T e r r i t o r i a l  Government p ro v id e s  m atch in g  g r a n ts

towards th e  first $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  in  cost o f  an approved 
p r o j e c t .  The maximum T e r r i t o r i a l  g r a n t  now p a y a b le  
i s  t h e r e f o r e  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .

(b )  No community o r  s o c i e t y  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a g r a n t  under  
th e  p rogram  f o r  a p e r io d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  a g r a n t  
h as been m ade, e x c e p t  w here a p r o j e c t  i s  s p re a d  o v e r  
more th a n  one y e a r .  The f i v e  y e a r s  would th e n  be 
co u n te d  from  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  in  which a g r a n t  i s  made,

( c )  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  p ro v id e  by d i r e c t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a s h ,  la b o u r  o r  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  a 
co m b in a tio n  o f  t h e s e ,  a t  l e a s t  1 2 - 1 / 2 Я o f th e  f i r s t  
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  o f  s h a r e a b le  c o s t  and 2 5 % o f  any e x c e s s  o f  
s h a r e a b le  c o s t  o v e r th e  f i r e t  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  and up t o  
$1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

(d )  The b a la n c e  o f  th e  5 0 j  b h are  o f  a m u n ic ip a l i ty  can  
be f in a n c e d  th ro u g h  lo a n s  s e c u re d  by d e b e n tu r e s .  
D eb entu re f in a n c in g  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n ot a v a i l a b l e  t o  
s o c i e t i e s  e x i s t i n g  o u ts id e  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  
in c o r p o r a te d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

2 .  Summary o f  Hay R iv e r  R eq u est

The Hay R iv e r  b r i e f ,  ta b le d  аз Document N o ,11 a t  th e  J u n e , 196 5  
C o u n cil S e s s i o n ,  r e q u e s ts  t h a t  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  g r a n ts  under th e  
p rogram  be in c r e a s e d  f o r  l a r g e r  p r o j e c t s  as f o l lo w s :

L o c a l  S h are
T o ta l  O u tlay T e r r i t o r i a l  G rant Non^Debenture D ebenture

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 $ 1 8 , 7 5 0 p le d g e s $ 3 1 ,2 5 0 .0 0

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 01 $ 1 8 ,7 5 0
$ 1 8 , 7 5 0

p le d g e s  
Mun. fu rd s

$ 6 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

$ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 $ x 8 ,7 5 0  
$ 3 7 ,5 0 0

p le d g e s  
Mun. funds

$ 9 3 .7 5 0 ,0 0
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3 . Summary o f  F o r t  Sm ith R eq u est

The F o r t  Sm ith r e q u e s t ,  ta b le d  as Document No. 6 a t th e  Ju n e ,
19б5 C o u n cil S e s s io n ,  se n te d  s i m i l a r  term s t o  th o s e  r e c e iv e d  
from  Hay R i v e r ,  w ith  t ; . *  e x c e p tio n  t h a t  th e  b a s ic  p h ilo so p h y  
o f  ap p roach  was b r o a d e r . The r a t i o n a l e  s u p p o rtin g  th e  re q u e s t  
f o r  in c r e a s e d  g r a n ts  was b ased  on a c o n ce p t o f  "telescoping" 
th e  f i v e - y e a r  w a itin g  p e r io d s  betw een p r o j e c t s  w hich now form  
a p a r t  o f  th e  community c e n tr e  p rog ram . I t  i s  f u r t h e r  keyed  
to  th e  maximum d eb en tu re  p e r io d  allo w ed  f o r  m u n icip a l b orrow in g  
under th e  M u n icip al O rd in a n ce . The M u n icip al O rd in ance p r e s e n t ly  
a llo w s  f i f t e e n - y e a r  d e b e n tu r e s , and th e  F o r t  Sm ith r e q u e s t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  c a l c u l a t e s  th e  maximum 5C$ g r a n t  f o r  a p r o j e c t  a t  
th r e e  " u n i t s ” o f  f iv e  y e a r s ,  o r  $ 1 JC ,0 C 0 . T h is  would a llo w  a 
maximum ap proved  p r o j e c t  o f  $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  Under p ro p o sed  chan ges  
t o  th e  S ch o o l and M u n icip a l O rd in a n c e s , h ow ever, l o c a l  d eb en tu re  
b orrow in g  c o u ld  be e x te n d e d  to  a maximum o f  tw en ty  y e a r s .  I f  
th e  F o r t  Sm ith b r i e f  was a c c e p te d  in  p r i n c i p l e ,  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  r e v i s e  te rm s o f  th e  O rd in an ce  w ou ld , t h e r e f o r e ,  a llo w  a 
maximum p r o j e c t  o f  $ 1*0 0 , 0 0 0 , upon which a 5 0 $ g r a n t  would be 
p a y a b le .

• P r o v i n c i a l  A s s is ta n c e  Program s o f  a S im ila r  N a tu re . Where E x i s t i n g

The fo llo w in g  a re  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  program s c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r e d  fo r  
s i m i l a r  p u rp o ses  in  th e  P r a i r i e  P ro v in c e s  and O h ta r io :

( a )  A lb e r ta  -  The P ro v in c e  o f  A lb e r ta  p ro v id e s  up t o  fo u r  
g r a n ts  a n n u a lly  th ro u g h o u t th e  p r o v i n c e ,  t o  a maximum
o f  $ 7 ,0 0 0  each  t o  a s s i s t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in  th e  c o n s t r u c 
tion of swimming pools. There ia  no continuing program 
f o r  o th e r  community r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a lth o u g h  a 
"one s h o t"  $ 1 0 . 0 0  p e r  c a p i t a  g r a n t  was p a id  in  i 960 to  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in  A l b e r t a ,  o th e r  th an  th e  o i t i e s  o f  
Edmonton and C a lg a ry .

(b )  S ask atch ew an  -  The P ro v in c e  o f  S ask atch ew an  does not 
make g r a n ts  a v a i l a b l e  under any p rogram  s i m i l a r  to  
th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  Community C e n tre s  P rog ram .

( c )  M anitoba -  The P ro v in c e  o f  M an itob a does n ot make 
g r a n ts  a v a i l a b l e  under any program  s i m i l a r  t o  th e  
N orth w est T e r r i t o r i e s  Community C e n tre s  P rog ram .

(d )  O n ta rio  -  The P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta rio  p ro v id e s  25$  g r a n ts  
to  a maximum o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  c a p i t a l  c o p ts  o f  approved  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The g ra n t nay be r a i s e d  to  
a maximum o f  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  when b oth  a community h a l l  and a 
swimming p o o l ,  o r  s k a t in g  a r e n a ,  a re  in v o lv e d .

I t  i s  seen  from  th e  above t h a t  th e  p re s e n t  maximum g ra n t o f  
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  u nd er th e  N .W .T. Community C e n tre s  Program  i s  te n  tim e s  
as g en ero u s as O n ta r io , th e  on ly  p ro v in c e  w hich h as a c o n tin u in g  
p rogram  o f  & s i m i l a r  n a t u r e .

5• L o c a l  I m p lic a t io n s  o f  I n c r e a s in g  th e  Maximum S iz e  o f  P r o j e c t s

S in ce  no one has q u e s tio n e d  th e  50$ b a s is  upon w hich c o s t s  a re  
sh a re d  u nder th e  Community C e n tre s  P ro g ra m , c u r  o b s e r v a t io n s  
a re  b ased  on th e  assu m p tion  t h a t  t h i s  c o s t  s h a r in g  arran g em en t 
would co n tin u e  i f  th e  a llo w a b le  c o s t s  o f  a l o c a l  p r o j e c t  were 
i n c r e a s e d .  The im p lic a t io n s  o f  any i n c r e a s e  from  th e  l o c a l  
s ta n d p o in t  ap p ear to  be as fo l lo w s :
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( a )  U n in co rp o ra te d  S e t t le m e n ts

Any upward revision in the size o f  projects and maximum 
g r a n ts  a llo w a b le  would have v i r t u a l l y  no e f f e c t  on 
u n in c o rp o ra te d  s e t t l e m e n t s  s in c e  such  s m a ll s e t t l e m e n t s
cannot afford projects of the magnitude contemplated in
th e  Hay R iv e r  and F o r t  Sm ith b r i e f s .

(b )  Towns and V i l la g e s

( i )  A lthough we a g re e  t h a t  o v e r a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s ta  
c o u ld  be le v e r e d  somewhat by a llo w in g  l a r g e r  
maximum p r o j e c t s  ( o r  abandoning th e  f i v e - y e a r  
w a itin g  p e r io d  as s u g g e s te d  by F o r t  S m ith ),  th e  
d an g er would th en  a r i s e  t h a t  l a r g e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  would be c o n s tr u c te d  w hich would 
p rov e to  be "w h ite  e l e p h a n t s " .  T h is would p a r 
t i c u l a r l y  ap p ly  a t  F o r t  Sm ith u n t i l  su ch  tim e as 
th e  c h o ic e  o f  a c a p i t a l  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  
s e t t l e d .  W hile th e  p re s e n t  f i v e - y e a r  w a it in g  
p e rio d  m ight be c r i t i c i z e d  as i n h i b i t i n g  l o c a l  
a s p i r a t i o n s  and ad d in g t o  th e  u l t im a te  c o s t s  o f  
l a r g e  p r o j e c t s ,  i t  p ro v id e s  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a 
p ro v in g  p e r io d  in  w hich l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  can  
v e r i f y  th a t  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  b e in g  c o n s t r u c t e d  
w i l l  in  f a c t  be f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  and t h a t  th e  
community can su p p o rt th e  c o s t s  o f  o p e ra t io n  
and m a in te n a n ce .

( i i )  D ebenture b orro w in g  —  T.arge p r o j e c t s  o f  a 
m agnitude c o n te m p la te d  by F o r t  Sm ith and Hay 
R iv e r  co u ld  t i e  up m u n icip a l d e b e n tu re  funds 
on se co n d a ry  needs and m ight J e o p a r d iz e  p rim a ry  
d eb en tu re  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  e s s e n t i a l  m u n icip a l  
s e r v i c e s ,  such as w a te r -s e w e r ,  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
town h a l l s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  e d u c a t io n ,  e t c .

( i i i )  In s p i t e  o f  th e  comments ir. ( i )  and ( i i )  ab o v e , 
h ow ever, th e  p r e s e n t  h igh  c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u e .i o n  
co u p le d  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n t t o  p ro v id e  ad eq u ate  
community r e c r e a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
o f  a s u i t a b l e  and modern a p p e a ra n ce  would s u g g e s t  
th e  advisability of a com prom ise proposal. B e
ca u se  o f  th e  need to  e n su re  communal p a r t i c i p a 
t i o n  and p re v e n t la v le h n e s s  i t  i s  n ot f e l t  t h a t  
a g r a n t  o f  more th a n  5 0 $ o f  c o a t  would s e rv e  t h i s  
p u rp o s e .

The com prom ise would be t o  in c r e a s e  th e  a llo w a b le  
amount o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  th e  f i v e - y e a r  p e r io d  
t o  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  from th e  p r e s e n t  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ith  th e  
same te r m s , i . e .  a 5 0 $ g r a n t ,  n ot e x c e e d in g  
$ 7 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  ap p roved  p r o j e c t s  d u rin g  th e  f i v e -  
y e a r  p e r io d .

6 . F i n a n c i a l  I m p lic a t io n s  from th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  G overn m en t's  
V iew point________

( a )  The p r e s e n t  term s o f  th e  Community C e n tre s  P rogram  a re
t i e d  t o  th e  1 9 6 2 -6 7  F e d e r a l - T e r r i t o r i a l  F i n a n c i a l  Agreemen 
and any upward r e v i s i o n  o f  g r a n ts  would have t o  be ap prove  
by T re a s u ry  Board u n le s s  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Government co u ld

p,
 «

»
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f in d  e x t r a  c a p i t a l  funds w ith in  i t s  f i v e - y e a r  b u d g e t.

(b )  I f  th e  com prom ise n o ted  in  5 ( i i i )  i s  a c c e p t a b l e ,  i t  i s
l i k e l y  t h a t  w ith in  th e  p e r io d  1 9 6 7 - 7 2 , o n ly  th r e e  l o c a t i o n s  
would be in  a p o s i t io n  t o  u n d e rta k e  such  a p r o j e c t ,  n am ely , 
Hay R i v e r ,  F o r t  Sm ith and Y e llo w k n ife . T h is  would in c r e a s e  
th e  amount o f  g ra n t funds by $ 7 5  ,0 00  o v e r  th e  te rm  o f  th e  
A greem en t.

Recom m endations

(i) No change be made in the matching grant o f  50X towards 
th e  c o s t  o f  an ap proved  p r o j e c t .

( i i )  The t o t a l  c o s t  o f  a l l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  any one l o c a l i t y  under 
th e  p rogram  d u rin g  th e  fo rth co m in g  F e d e r a l - T e r r i t o r i a l  
F i n a n c i a l  A greem ent be $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  w ith  th e  m atch in g  g r a n t  
n o t e x c e e d in g  5 0 Jt o r  n ot more th an  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  in  th e  f i v e -  
y e a r  p e r i o d .
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ïho attached brief regarding Territorial Financial Assistance -  
Municipal Corminity Centres is  submitted by the Fort S^dth Conrrunity 
Society.



FÜHT SMITH С0КМ1ШП SOCTETY

Hr. S.A; Dodds, Hny 26, 1965.
Chairman,
Fort Smith'Village Council,
Fort Smith, N.W.T,

Dear ïîr. Dodds*.
T e r r i t o r i a l  f inanci al  Assistance -  Municipal Community Centres

Recently the cost9 of providing adequate social and physical comunity 
recreational facilities on a scale sufficient for the minimum year- 
round needs of our larger incorporated communities has for a number 
of reasons grown beyond the grant system founded to assist in their 
construction. This has created a barrier to the completion of inte
grated multi-purpose facilities on a joint, or at least, an acceloratcd 
basis.
The program in its present concept calls for re-eligibility for grants 
up to the «50,000 maximum at the end of any given period of 5 years.
The result has been a bottleneck in the completion of comprehensive ' 
facilities have a broad appeal to the entire fnmil’* in the comunity. 
While it is possible, for example, to build a skating arena for just 
under the maximum eligible costs of $100,000, or a Community Centre- 
Core containing club rooms, meeting rooms and social facilities or, 
to complete a suitable three to five sheet curling rink, it is 
impossible under the present grant system to complete all of these 
facilities at tho same time and still operrts under full benefit of 
ths program. Incorporated communities have the necessary population 
and adequate potential with respect to financing a fair proportion of * 
costs at reasonable debenture rates not available t.o other communities, 
and it is for this reason that this brief is submitted with respect 
to communities who are now; or who subsequently become incorporated.
For a number of reasons it is therefore suggested that! (a) tho 
present restriction of a 5 year waiting period now in force before 
further grants can bo applied for bo revoked. Also (b) that the 
grant maximum, or ceiling, as presently constituted, be replaced by 
a figure based on an equivalent number of renewable periods of 
eligibility equal to tho allowable length of term of the debenture 
portion of tho cost - provided of course that the estimated life of 
the centre equals or exceeds tho term of the debenture,' The present 
maximum debenture period allowable is 15 years, however, it may be 
changed. Л 15 year'debenture period equals 3 x 5  years; or 3 periods. 
Thus grants of $150,000 would bo proposed on projects proposed.
In recognition of the vital position of the ratepayers of the cotnmmity, 
it is further suggested that (c) the portion of costs to be raised 
from local contribution permit a direct contribution out of the 
revenues of the municipality for the local cash portion in excess of 
the present program maximum requirement of $18,750 for any amount of 
total cost in excess of the present program maximum. This is further 
illustrated in the following table:
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Total Outlay Territorial Grant Local Share
non-Lebonture Debenture

Ol00,000
200,000

300,000

% 50,000
100,000

150,000

$18;750 pledges $31;250 
16,750 pledges 62,500 
IS;750 Muo. funds •
18,750 pledges 93,756 
37,500 Mun. fluids

While the present program does not specify the source of local 
contributions and re-definition is not sought; approval in principle 

the above method of financing is suggested to assure both a 
realistic local campaign and practical assurances that the integrated 
facilities proposed can in fact be programed for completion within a 
reasonable and economical period of time. It is hoped thereby to avoid 
a crippling pledge campaign, or one whose total requisition would make 
Impossible the proposed concentration of programs which we have set out 
hero.
'lho rapid rate of growth of our northern coimunities, the necessity to 
overcome* isolation boredom and the awkward barriers against proper 
and dosirabls so cia l in tegration  of all the peoples of the north ; the 
need to attract a more responsible typo and a moro permanent stable 
soni-skilled and professional element— all these reason» in the 
emerging strong free north make facilities for the social and récréa» 
tion needs of the families of all the people essential for p ositiv a  
development of our organized communities. TVile will allow community 
development to occur in a way which allow our local and our native * 
people especially to participate more fully, decently, and equally.
To do this competently requires community planning in tho sense of 
building the services of each community phase by phase beginning 
with the simple urgent requirements. lh*jse include rhelter, utili
ties, community services, employment and, not least, good wholesome 
recreation. We are concerned with rserjation as a key to better, 
more stable cormunity life.
Living ns wo do in a territory which "boasts" one of the highest 
venereal diseases rates in Canada, as well as an alcoholic consump
tion that is astronomical as well as "High", and with the highest 
death rate from the exhaustion diseases of tho unfit— including 
rnctmonia— wo have cause to view with serious concern the lack of 
suitable and enjoyable as well as adequate social and sports recreation 
facilities to mako our comuni ties healthy, physically fit, morally 
and socially well adjusted. Wo know of no other way by which this end 
could be better achieved than as proposed.
Tt is therefore submitted to the Members of the Territorial Council 
that present legislation bo amended to permit maximlm development of 
long-term multi-purpose local recreation facilities to take place as 
outlined above over a reasonably short period of time.
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To cnouro maximum use and minimum net operating cost.» to the eenrunUJes, 
it In further recomendedi th-t (d) comrunUies which Agree to er^ct л 
multi-purpose recreation centre bo made eligible for receipt of physical 
fitness directorate grants for 50% of th .’ cost of hiring adequate, qualified 
recreation managers. There would be no objection if it were made a r_quirencnt 
of the capital construction grant th- t an approved recreation Manager be 
employed to ensure maxirua return for the Investment of the people ef 
C-viatln and of the Territorial Council in the future and well being of its people.

Finally, it is recommended that to impl*,m.nt the program, (e) funds be 
approved in principle for projects now proposed or which could be com
pleted as tinder the enlarged tom s of the program a t Hay River and 
Fort Smith, respectively. For construction as socn as acceptable plans and 
financing proposals are obtained; together with tho approval of local 
ratepayers.

Tours sincerely,

P, Fcrguaen,
President,
Fort  Smith Community Society,



BRIEF

To the Oomdssiener and Members 

of the Northwest Te rrito rie s Council
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With regard to Regulations 

governing grants to eonurunitieg fo r 

construction of Recreational Fa c ilitie s*

Hay R iv er, H.W.T#
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BRIEF TO THS COMMISSIONER AND 
MEMBERS OF THE NCRTHMST TERRITORIES 
CO'JKJIL FROM THE COUNCIL 0? THE TOWN 
OF HAY RIVER WITH REGARD TO REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING GRANTS TO COMMUNITIES FOR CON
STRUCTION OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

In 1962 the town of Hay River undertook the building of a 
cosmunity centre, consisting of an arena, centre core, and a 
curling facility at an estimated cost of $100,000.00. A grant of 
$50,000.00 was received free the Territorial Council to defray half 
the cost of the capital expenditure. The $50,000.00 remaining was 
raised by a debenture of $31,250.00 and local subscriptions of 
$18,750.00.

With the funds available, the town of Hay River has man
aged to construct the arena and some materials are on hand to 
partly complete the centre core. It will be icpossible to carry 
out this project as originally planned under the present plan of 
financing. The reasons for finding ourselves with insufficient 
funds are as follows: (l) Although estimates were obtained from
a reputable firs of architects, it is new obvious that the estimate 
of costs made by that firs of architects was too low, (2) The 
actual, construction was considerably delayed by the Hay River flood 
which made it necessary to relocate the ccnenurity centre after the 
foundations had been cons time ted. During this period of approx
imately two years, the cost of material and labour increased con
siderably and although the Terrlv.orial Government very generously 
reimbursed the town of Hay River for its loss due to the flood, the 
loss of material and labour could not be replaced for the same 
price at the later date.

Hay River has certainly received fu ll value fo r the money 

spent on the recreation centre project to date. Both in  the amount 

of the physical plant that has been completed and in  the effect that 

the arena has had on the life  of th is  ccraunity. The arena building 

proper was completed to the extent that i t  could be put into  use by 

«ïaunuary 15th., 1965. Ihe attached extract from the report of 

Hr, Mansell, Chairman of the Hay River Recreation Board, to  the



Director of Recreation at Fort Srith shews the extent to which this 
arena was used by the people of the community. It is the consensus 
of opinion among school authorities, service eroups and the R.C.l'.P. 
in the tom that the recreation afforded by the arena has had a 
narked effect on the conduct and attitude of the people of Hay River as 
whole and on the young people in particular. It is obvious that 
if we are able to complete the community centre as originally 
planned, it will have an effect on this ccmunity far in excess of 
the cost in dollars. Unfortunately, under the present Territorial 
grant structure, it will be impossible to complete this project as 
planned.

We therefore request that the Territorial Grants Regulations 
be amended to melci provision for increased grants for larger projects 
as follows:
Total Outlay Territorial Grant

$100,000.00

$200,000.00

$ 50,000.00

$100, 000.00

Local Share
non-debenture Debenture

$300,000.00 $150 , 000.00

$18,750 pledges

$18,750 pledges 
$18,750 Mun. funds
$18,750 pledges 
$37,500 Mu r. funds

$31,250.00

$ 62, 500.00

$93,750.00

We submit that this new schedule of grants would have a 
number of advantages.
1. The cost in grants to the Territorial Government, although 
larger at the outset, would not be larger in the total grants 
over a period of fifteen years, for a project costing 
•|'ЗОТ,О0О«СЮ, built in stages. For example, should it bo nec
essary for Hay River to wait five years for the second grant 
of $50,000.00 and another five years for the third grant of 
$50,000.00, the community centre, vhich is required now, will 
be in a constant state of construction and will not fully 
serve the purposes for which it is being constructed. We 
realize that, if this suggested plan is adopted, further 
grants for recreational purposes would only be available
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after n period of fifteen years.

Although our arena, as we have pointed out, has been of 
immense benefit to the town, it loses some of its value be
cause the dressing rooms, waiting rooms, etc. which were 
planned for the centre core, are not yet available. The 
limited facilities of the arena, without the centre core, 
have been taxed so greatly that it became a matter of reel 
concern to the Recreation Board this pa3t winter.
2. The suggested schedule of grants leaves the amount to be 
pledged locally at 518,750.00. We contend that this is the 
maximum which a small comunity may logically be expected to 
raise by local subscription. It amounts to $10.00 per head 
for every man, woman and child in the community and would be 
comparable to an amount of four million dollars for a city the 
si*e of Edmonton. Such an amount, we believe, would present 
quite a challenge to such r corrunity, oven though it would 
have larger conmerciai and industrial resources to call on 
and we feel that the record cf Hay River in regard to raiding 
funds for this project is as good as can be expected.

The people of Hay River axe enthusiastic about this 
reoreation centre project and are convinced that it is and will 
fulfil .an essential requirement and need in this corcrunity. The 
consideration which Hay River has always received from the 
Territorial Council is gratefully acknowledged and it would 
lead us to believe that careful .and sympathetic consideration will 
be given to thi3 brief.

Respectfully submitted.
THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION 
OF THE TOW! OF HAY RIVER

per. (b.M. Stewart) Mayor



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

office of
Regional Co-ordin*tor of Recreation 

Hay River, N.V.T.

Kay 2nd., 1965.

ft*. J . van Pe lt, 
Director of Recreation.
F o rt Smith# N.W .T.

Dear Jacks

Rei Recrertion - Hr.v River.
As you ere aware, recreation in Hay River, from 

the standpoint of the Recreation Bo-*rd, is still predominately 
concerned vdth hockey and baseball. We hope to get eone'activity 
going next fall in badminton and in basketball but these, too, are 
in the line of sport and the other side of the recreational field 
has not progressed very far as yet. Hcw*ver, we feel th"t if we 
can got a few activities organised and properly active, we are on 
the right track.

You are familiar with the hockey activity during the 
past winter. I have a copy of the report of ft. L. Makepeace 
to the Hay River Community Society on the winter's operation and 
you night be interested in the statistical information:
PROGRAM NUMBERS OP PEOPLE
1. Girls Figure Skating 16 years and under 26
2. Girls Hockey 14 years and under 22
3: Girls Hockey over 14 years 42
4. Воуз Hockey 4 to 7 years 32
5 • Boys Hockey 8 to 10 years 36
6. Boys Hockey 11 to 14 year's 60
7. Boys Hockey 15 to 18 years 30

In addition to the above statistics, I night add that over 
30 people gave freely of their tine and energy to coach the teams 
listed above. #3 above includes quite a number of married and 
single women who were interested in getting out for a little 
competetive sport and this activity created much interest. I 
think that the most serious hockey of all was played by the beys, 
aged 4 to 7 years. These little fellows, as did every other 
group, showed amazing improvement in their ability to skate and 
drew constant crowds of spectators. The result of the activity 
in the fr«na this winter was that it became the centre of community 
activity and there was a noticeable leasering of other, less 
savory, activity in the town. %  and large, the conduct of the public 
at the arena was exemplory and it was possible for families to

Jd
293

9. Public Skating - estimated maximum attendance 
in one day 375
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send their children to the arena without fe-r of their getting 
into trouble.

Our native children were included in the arena activities 
to whatever extent they themselves desired without any discrimination. 
Howeverj I think there was some reluctance on the part of sono of 
the Indian children to get involved, whether because оГ lack of 
funds to buy equipment or other reason, I don't know. The 
Recreation Board will have to look into this aspect this cooing

^Ье natural athletic ability of the Indian people is recognized 
and it is one wiy in which thi3 group of our people can secure 
the necessary sense of achievement.


