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FUR BUYING IN THS NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

In t h e  r e p l i e s  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  openi ng a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  
J u n e ,  I 9 6 5  S e s s i o n  o f  C o u n c i l  i t  was r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Game
Management Branc h make a s t ud y o f  f u r  buy ing a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n t he  
Nor thwe st  T e r r i t o r i e s  and r e p o r t  back t o  t h e  C o m a i s s i o n e r .  This  
i s  t h e  r e p o r t .

1 .  The p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  o f  i s s u i n g  T r a d i n g  P o s t  L i c e n c e s  was 
i n s t i t u t e d  so t h a t  a s o u r c e  o f  me r c h a n d i s e  f o r  t h e  t r a p p e r  
would be a s s u r e d .  Ou tpo st  L i c e n c e s  a r e  i s s u e d  t c  h o l d e r s  
o f  T r a d i n g  F o s t  L i c e n c e s  and p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  s up pl y o f  
t r a d e  goods t o  s m a ll  groups  on t h e i r  t r a p p i n g  grounds  
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months.  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o u t p o s t s  
r e l i e v e s  t h e  t r a p p e r  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  l o n g  J o u r n e y s
t o  main c e n t r e s  f o r  h i s  s u p p l i e s .

2 .  Л T r a d i n g  and T r a f f i c k i n g  L i c e n c e  c a n  o n l y  be  p u r c h a s e d
by t h e  h o l d e r  o f  a T r a d i n g  P o s t  L i c e n c e .  The i s s u e  o f  
t h e s e  l i c e n c e s  e n s u r e s  t h a t  the  buyi ng and s e l l i n g  o f  f u r  
i s  c o n du c t e d  and r e c o r d e d  in an o r d e r l y  manner.

I t  i s  n o t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  T r a v e l l i n g  Cas h B u y i n g  L i c e n c e s  would 
k e e p  more  t r a p p e r s  on t h e i r  l i n e s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  an a d v a n t a g e ,  
s u c h  l i c e n c e s  c o u l d  wor k  t o  d i s a d v a n t a g e  In s e v e r a l  ways .  The 
money r e c e i v e d  f r o m  a t r a v e l l i n g  f u r  b u y e r ,  v i s i t i n g  a r e m o t e  t r a p -  
l i n e ,  s e r v e s  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e  u n l e s s  m e r c h a n d i s e  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  a t r i p  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  by t h e  t r a p p e r  t o  p u r c h a s e  s u p p l i e s  
wo u ld  s t i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  Л t r a v e l l i n g  f u r  b u y e r  w o u l d  a l s o  e x p e c t  
t o  r e c o v e r  h i s  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  f r o m  f u r s  p u r c h a s e d .  A l o n g  w i t h  
t h i s ,  h i s  normal  p r o f i t  might  l e a v e  t h e  t r a p p e r  w i t h  l e s s  money 
t h a n  he w ou ld  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .

A T r a v e l l i n g  Cash Buying L i c e n c e  c ou l d  mean t h e  abandonment  
o f  o u t p o s t s  now e s t a b l i s h e d .  W i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e s e  l i c e n c e s ,  
t h e r e  would t h e n be no n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a t r a d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a s t o c k  
o f  t r a d e  g o o d s .  O u t p o s t s  a r e  an e s s e n t i a l  t o o l  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  
t r a p p e r  t o  s t a y  on t h e  l a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  mor e  r e m o t e  a r e a s ,
and th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  more o u t p o s t s  s h o u l d  be a s s i s t e d  r a t h e r
t h a n  h i n d e r e d .

I n c r e a s i n g  amounts o f  f u r s  a r e  now b e i ng  s h ip pe d  by i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a p p e r s  t o  f u r  a u c t i o n  h o u s e s ; .  T h i s  i s  goo d  b u s i n e s s .  I t  b r i n g s  
t h e  t r a p p e r  more  mo n ey .  A C a s h 3 u y i n g  L i c e n c e  w h i c h  wo u ld  p e r m i t  
any p e r s o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  f u r s  f r o m  a d e s i g n a t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  would 
p e r h a p s  a l s o  b r i n g  t h e  t r a p p e r  more r e v e n u e ,  a l t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  
a s  much a s  he  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  r e a l i z e  f r o m  an a u c t i o n  h o u s e .

The  p r e s e n t  O r d i n a n c e  makes  a mp le  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a ny  p e r s o n  
who i s  f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a s t o c k  o f  t r a d e  goods and 
has a s u i t a b l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t c  o b t a i n  a T r a d i n g  P o s t  L i c e n c e  and 
s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  a T r a d i n g  and T r a f f i c k i n g  L i c e n c e .

While t h e  Commissioner  does  n ot  a d v o c a t e  t h a t  a Cash Fur  
B u y i n g  L i c e n c e  be c r e a t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  such a 
l i c e n c e  c o u l d  be o f  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  t r a p p e r  by s t i m u l a t i n g  c o m p e t i ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u r s  t h e  t r a p p e r  p r o d u c e s .  I f  a new t y p e  o f  l i c e n c e  
i s  c r e a t e d ,  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  i t  s h o ul d  be l i m i t e d  t o  
d e s i g n a t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  in t he  l a r g e r  s e t t l e m e n t s .

The C o m m i s s i o n e r  d o e s  n o t  rec ommend t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a new 
l i c e n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .


