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SHOOTING OF BEAVER AND
INCREASING BEAVER QUOTA

At the 30th session of Council, the mexber for Mackenzie Delta

esked "that the request of the Trappers' Council that the shooting of
beaver te permitted in the spring and that the gquota de increased™,

(Request by Mr, Trimble, Page 288.) Council directed that the requests

be implemented by the Commissioner.

This request ccvers two items, the shocting of teaver and
ckanging the beaver guota. The first item was taken care of at
the June, 1565 session of Council when tkhe adolition of the
Mackenzie Delta Beaver Sanctuary was approved. This was the only
area wvhere the restrictions on the shooting of beaver applied,

A%t present, the beaver quota is one beaver for each occupled
lodge. This quota applies thrcocughout the Territories, regardless of
regional variances in beaver population density. In certein areas
vhere beavers are numerous, & quota of two or even three beaver
for each cccupied lodge would be in the best interests of all.

In cther areas where bLeaver n~re less numerous the quota should

be reduced, and if necessary, the season closed tezporarily to
perxit populaticrn ircrease. In other areas such as the Mackenzie
Delta where 'n many instances teaver occupy dens ané cannot be
found, & quota system based on a lodge count can bde totally un-
realistic . These examples are nentioned to demonstrate the
disadvantages of an inflexitle quote applied to a vast area where
many variable ccnditicns exist.

The Canadian Wildlife Service supports the idea of atolishing
the present quota system and of establishing quotas on a regional
tesis. The Service believes that more efficient harvesting of
beaver should result.

The Comnissioner therefore recommends that the present deaver
quota system, as provided for in Schedule A, Ttem 10 of the
Game Ordirance, te discorntinued and that teaver quotas be
established on a regional basis by regulation of the Commissicaer,
If Council accepts this recommendation, legislation to amend
Schedule A, Sectizsn 10, will be introducead.




