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SHOOTING OF BEAVER AND 
INCREASING BEAVER QUOTA

At t h e  3 0 th  3C3sion  o f  C o u n c i l ,  th e  member f o r  M acXentie  D e l t a  
asked " t h a t  th e  re q u e s t  o f  th e  T r a p p e r s ’ C o u n cil  t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i n  
b e a v e r  be p e r m i t t e d  in t h e  s p r i n g  and t h a t  th e  q u o ta  be i n c r e a s e d  . 
(R eq u est  by Mr. T r i m b l e ,  Page 2 8 8 . )  C o u n c il  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t s  
be implemented by th e  Com m issioner.

This  re q u e s t  c o v e r s  two i t e m s ,  th e  s h o o t i n g  o f  b e a v e r  and 
ch an gin g  th e  b e a v e r  q u o ta .  The f i r s t  i te m  v a s  ta k e n  c a r e  o f  a t  
th e  J u n e ,  I 965  s e s s i o n  o f  C o u n cil  when th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  
Mackenzie D e l t a  B e a v e r  S a n c tu a r y  was a p p rove d .  This  was th e  only  
a r e a  where th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  b e a v e r  a p p l i e d .

At p r e s e n t ,  t h e  b e a v e r  q u o ta  i s  one b e a v e r  f o r  ea ch  o c c u p ie d  
l o d g e .  T h is  q u o ta  a p p l i e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
r e g i o n a l  v a r i a n c e s  in b e a v e r  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y .  In c e r t a i n  a r e a s  
where b e a v e r s  a r e  num erous, a  q u o ta  o f  two o r  even t h r e e  b e a v e r  
f o r  each  o c c u p ie d  lodge would be in th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l .
In e t h e r  a r e a s  where b e a v e r  a re  l e s s  numerous th e  q u o ta  should  
be re d u c e d ,  and i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  se a so n  c l o s e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  
p e rm it  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e .  In o t h e r  a r e a s  such as t h e  Mackenzie  
D e l t a  where J n many i n s t a n c e s  b e a v e r  occup y dens and ca n n o t  be 
foun d , a q u o ta  system  based  on a lod ge count can be t o t a l l y  un
r e a l i s t i c  . These exam ples  a r e  m entioned  t o  d e m o n s tra te  th e  
d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  an i n f l e x i b l e  q u o ta  a p p l i e d  t o  a v a s t  a r e a  where  
many v a r i a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t .

The Canadian W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  s u p p o r ts  th e  i d e a  o f  a b o l i s h i n g  
th e  p r e s e n t  q u o ta  system  and o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  q u o ta s  on a r e g i o n a l  
b a s i s .  The S e r v i c e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  more e f f i c i e n t  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  
b e a v e r  should  r e s u l t .

The Commissioner t h e r e f o r e  recommends t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b e a v e r  
q u o ta  s y s t e m ,  as p ro v id e d  f o r  in  S ch e d u le  A, I tem  10 o f  th e  
Game O r d i n a n c e ,  b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  and t h a t  h e a v e r  q u o t a s  b e
e s t a b l i s h e d  on a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o c m i p s i c a e r ,  
I f  C o u n c il  a c c e p t s  t h i s  recom m en d atio n ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  amend
S ch edu le  A, S e c t i o n  1 0 ,  w i l l  be i n t r o d u c e d .
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