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ORGANIZATION OF YOUTH CLUBS IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

At t h e  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 5 , s e s s i o n  C o u n c il  h e ld  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  on 
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p rom otin g  a Youth Club Program  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s .  Some members th o u g h t  t h a t  a " t e e n  town" ty p e  
o f  o p e r a t i o n  where th e  youth  th e m s e lv e s  o r g a n i z e d  and d i r e c t e d  t h e  
Club p ro g ra m , would g iv e  young r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  
a s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and d ev e lo p  l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  would 
go a lo n g  way t o  re d u ce  problems e n c o u n t e r e d  by young p eop le  d u r in g  
l e i s u r e  h o u r s .  The Youth Club a t  F r o b i s h e r  Bay was c o n s i d e r e d  th e  
kind  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  meets t h i s  n e e d .  (P age b 3 3 ) .

E x i s t i n g  Programs

T h ere  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a number o f  n a t i o n a l ,  f r a t e r n a l  and r e l i g i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p ro m o tin g  yo u th  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h t  Canada. B ecau se  t h e s e  
programs a re  o f f e r e d  on a wide s c a l e  th e y  a re  r e g u l a t e d  and r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h e y  do not meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  s e t  down by C o u n c il  t o  
p e rm it  th e  members o f  t h e  yo u th  c lu b s  t o  o r g a n i z e ,  p la n  and a d m i n i s t e r  
t h e i r  own p ro g ra m s .  These l a r g e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have a l s o  f a i l e d  in  
e n r o l l i n g  many o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d e l i n q u e n t s  who rem ain o u t s i d e  th e  
c lu b  and do n ot  e n jo y  i t s  b e n e f i t s .

I t  a p p e a rs  most o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ty p e  e n v i s i o n e d  by C o u n cil  
owe t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  t o  a s i n g l e  d e d i c a t e d  p e r s o n ,  o r  s m a l l  group  
o f  p e r s o n s ,  who a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  d e v o te  t i m e ,  e f f o r t  and a b i l i t y  t o  
t h i s  k in d  o f  a c t i v i t y .  The c lu b  ebbs and flow s w ith  t h e  e n e rg y  
o f  t h i s  p e rs o n  and when he o r  she l e a v e s  t h e  c l u b ,  i t  u s u a l l y  
c o l l a p s e s .  T here  i s  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h i s  development in some 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w ith  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e c r e a t i o n  program s where  
gu id a n ce  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  yo u th  c lu b s  i s  under th e  g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  a community r e c r e a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  While t h i s  ty p e  o f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  u s u a l l y  o f f e r s  more c o n t i n u i t y ,  t h e  m u n ic ip a l  a u t h o r i t y  
muet s e t  out c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  not alw ays  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  youth  groups and in  any e v e n t  l i m i t s  t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .

F r o b i s h e r  Bay

The Youth Club a t  F r o b i s h e r  Bay i s  a  good example o f  t h e  ups 
and downs e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e s e  c l u b s .  Although e n co u ra g e d  by th e  
s e n i o r  B a f f i n  Club a t  F r o b i s h e r  B a y ,  th e  youth  group made l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  
u n t i l  an employee o f  C .B .C .  j o i n e d  I t  t o  g iv e  l e a d e r s h i p  and some 
d i r e c t i o n .  When t h i s  young man t r a n s f e r r e d  out o f  F r o b i s h e r  B a y ,  
t h e  Club more o r  l e s s  c o l l a p s e d .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  months o f  s i l e n c e  
th e  Youth Club has n o t  shown\‘e i g n s  o f  r e j u v e n a t i o n  and has a l i m i t e d  
program  in  e f f e c t .  One o f  th e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h i s  
Club i s  making i s  in  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  w h ite  and Eskimo  
young p e o p l e .  I t  i s  an example f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  A r c t i c .

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has n ot been a b le  t c  g iv e  gu id a n ce  and 
l e a d e r s h i p  t o  yo u th  c lu b s  a t  F r o b i s h e r  Bay ar.d o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  
b e c a u s e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and d e p a r tm e n ta l  o f f i c e r s  
who may be c a p a b l e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  have had t o o  many o t h e r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  However, th e  g r e a t  v a l u e  in  t h i s  kind  o f  
development f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  has  been r e c o g n i z e d  in  t h e  new 
c o n c e p t s  o f  community d e v e lo p m e n t . Under program s now b e in g  p lann ed  
by b oth  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  and N orth ern  A f f a i r s  B ra n ch e s  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i l l  be f o s t e r e d  by p l a c i n g  more a u t h o r i t y  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w ith  th e  r e s i d e n t s .  Taken on th e  b r o a d e r  a s p e c t
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o f  community l i f e ,  th e  aims o f  th e  
a re  s i m i l a r  t o  C o u n c i l ’ s o b j e c t  o f  
and d evelop  t h e i r  own c lu b s  and i t  
w i l l  be g e n e r a t e d .

R e s o u rc e s  A v a i l a b l e

new Community Development program  
e n c o u r a g in g  youth  groups t o  o r g a n i z e  
i s  e x p e c t e d  many new l o c a l  p r o j e c t s

In t h e  m eantim e, t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  
prom ote t h i s  k ind  o f  program  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  F i t n e s s  D i r e c t o r  a t  
F o r t  S m ith .  Although he has  n o t  a t te m p te d  t o  o r g a n i z e  o r  prom ote youth  
c l u b s ,  he w i l l  a s s i s t  in  any s o c i a l  or  r e c r e a t i o n a l  program  a youth  
c lub  may wish t o  c a r r y  o u t .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  w i l l  be h i r e d  in  th e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r  and l o c a t e d  a t  F r o b i s h e r  
Bay. These two o f f i c e r s ,  w orking p r i m a r i l y  w ith  young p e o p le  and 
v i s i t i n g  most o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  in  t h e  A r c t i c  and Mackenzie D i s t r i c t ,  
a re  t h e  most l i k e l y  p e rs o n s  t o  e n c o u ra g e  t h e s e  s e l f - c o n t r o l l e d  youth  
c l u b s .

Recommendation

The C o m m ission er,  t h e r e f o r e ,  recommends t h a t  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
R e c r e a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  be d i r e c t e d  t o  f o s t e r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  youth  
c lu b s  in  t h e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  by

( a )  h e l p i n g  t o  p la n  and f i n a n c e  f i t n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  and

(b )  develop  a sy s te m  o f  g r a n t s  t o  yo u th  c lu b s  b a se d  on 
membership and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l  
and e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .


