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AHCTIC  ISLANDS SAME

( a )  Game B ird s(b) Muskox
( a )  Gaae B ird s

At th e  J u n e ,  1 9 6 5  S e s s i o n ,  t h e  Member f o r  Mackenzie D e l t a  
p ro p o s e d  t h a t  h o l d e r s  o f  Gaae B i r d  L i c e n c e s  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  hunt  
n i g r a t o r y  and n o n -n ig r« v to ry  game b i r d s  in  t h e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  P r e s e r v e .  
C o u n c il  asked t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  be s t u d i e d ,  and an a p p r o p r i a t e  amend­
ment t o  th e  Game O rd in ance  be p r e p a r e d  i f  t h a t  a p p e a re d  w a r r a n t e d .  
( D e b a t e s ,  3 0 th  S e s s i o n ,  Page 3 0 2 ) .

To p e rm it  h o l d e r s  o f  Game B i r d  L i c e n c e s  t o  s h o o t  m i g r a t o r y  
and n o n - m i g r a t o r y  game b i r d s  in  th e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  P r e s e r v e  would 
r e q u i r e  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s e r v e ,  which was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
r e s e r v e  t h e  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  use o f  r e s i d e n t  E sk im o s.

I t  has been s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  low f u r  p r i c e s ,  e l i g i b i l i t y  re q u ire m e n ts  
f o r  a G e n e ra l  H unting L i c e n c e ,  and t h e  assig n m e n t o f  t r a p p i n g  a r e a s  
may combine t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  t o o  many h u n t e r s .  T h e r e f o r e  
th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  P r e s e r v e  nay have become o b s o l e t e .  I t  i s  a l s o  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  s m a l l e r  game management zones  
e n a b le s  t h e  Game Management S e r v i c e  t o  recommend and en gage in  
management program s aimed a t  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  in d ig e n o u s  p e op le  and 
a t  f u l l e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  game r e s o u r c e s .  T his  w i l l  
depend a lm o st  e n t i r e l y  upon sound b i o l o g i c a l  d a ta  about game 
p o p u l a t i o n s ,  d a t a  which a re  n ot y e t  a v a i l a b l e .

A b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s e r v e  would p e rm it  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  b i r d s  
by h o l d e r s  o f  game b i r d  l i c e n s e s .  However th e  on ly  b i r d s  t h e r e  
a r e  p t a r m i g a n ,  -  e x c e p t  f o r  n i g r a t o r y  b i r d s  and t h e y  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  
u n t i l  Septem ber 1 ,  by which d a te  e v e r y  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d  has gone 
s o u t h .  T h is  d a te  i s  s e t  by a Canada -  US T r e a t y  and e n f o r c e d  by 
a F e d e r a l  l a v .

P ta rm ig a n  a r e  n o t  p l e n t i f u l  enough in  some y e a r s  t h a t  e x p o s in g  
i t  t o  i n c r e a s e d  h u n t in g  would "be w a r r a n t e d .  . a measure which  
c o n t e m p l a te s  d im in is h in g  p ta rm ig a n  c o u ld  have u n f o r t u n a t e  e c o l o g i c a l  
e f f e c t  i n c l u d i n g  i n j u r y  t o  Eskimo h u n t e r s .

The Eskimos f o r  whose b e n e f i t  t h e  P r e s e r v e  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  have  
n ot been c o n s u l t e d  about th e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a b o l i s h  i t .  I t  would seem  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  do t h i s  w ith o u t  f i r s t  o b t a i n i n g  t h e i r  v ie w s .  F u r t h e r  
th e  c o n t i n u i n g  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s e r v e  i s  ta k e n  by o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  
as e v i d e n c e  o f  C a n a d a 's  gen u ine c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  n a t i v e  
p e o p l e s .  The a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s e r v e  might w e l l  a l t e r  t h i s  v ie w ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  were done w ith o u t  p r i o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .

The Canadian W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  th in k s  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  
e x e r c i s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  l e t  a lo n e  e n fo rce m e n t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e sig n e d  t o  
p r e v e n t  e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  u n l e s s  s t a f f s  a r c  much i n c r e a s e d .  That  
S e r v i c e  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  would be w ise  t o  c o n s i d e r  
a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  P r e s e r v e  on ly  a f t e r  th e  development o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
game managment program s f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  back ed  by a d e q u a te  r e s e a r c h .

( b ) Мивкох

During th e  Ju n e  1 9 6 5  S e s s i o n  a t  Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  C o u n c il  e x p r e s s e d  
i t s  deep c o n c e r n  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  game in  t h e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  on 
t h e  o c c a s i o n  when a p r o p o s a l  came b e f o r e  them t h a t  would p e rm it
s h o o t i n g  male muskox. C o u n cil  asked  t h a t  Eskimos be c o n s u l t e d  and 
t h a t  a  p la n  be d e v i s e d  whereby any p ro p o s e d  k i l l i n g  o f  muskox would  
be c o n f i n e d  s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  o l d ,  l o n e ,  n o n -h e rd  b u l l s  by s p o r t s



h u n t e r s  f o r  t r o p h y  p u rp o se s  in  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  would p r o f i t  
t h e  Eskimos o f  th e  r e g i o n .

The S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Game v i s i t e d  R e s o l u t e  Bay and G rise  
F i o r d  l a s t  August f o r  a s h o r t  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  s u b j e c t .  The 
Commissioner has re a d  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  Jo u rn e y  and has re a d  a l s o  
th e  views o f  t h e  Canadian W i l d if e  S e r v i c e .  A d v ic e ,  o p in io n s  and 
even d a t a  from t h e s e  two s p e c i a l i s t  s o u r c e s  a re  c o n f l i c t i n g .  In  
such c i r c u m s t a n c e s  y o u r  Commissioner a d v i s e s  c a u t i o n .  C au tion  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  when th e  s u b j e c t  i s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  
t h i n g s .  T his  North American c o n t i n e n t  has seen  much k i l l i n g  
f o r  use o r  f o r  s p o r t  o f  w i ld  a n i m a l s ,  b i r d s ,  f i s h  and w h a le s .
Many o f  t h e  forms o f  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  make th e  la n d  s c  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a re  s a d l y  d im in ish ed  and some a r e  gone f o r e v e r .

Recommendat  i  on

Your Commissioner h a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e a c h e d  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  and 
recommends t h a t  t h e r e  should  be no change or  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  th e  
p r o t e c t i v e  m easures  c o n c e r n in g  w i l d l i f e  in  th e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  
u n t i l  ad equ ate  r e s e a r c h  p u ts  us in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  th e  r e l e v a n t  
and n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  make us f e e l  s u re  t h a t  we know 
what we a re  d o in g .  T h is  i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  any s i g n i f i c a n t  
change t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e  o t h e r  two c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a s s u r e d  game mangement 
s t a f f  t o  s u p e r v i s e  w h a te v e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  engaged in  and c o n s u l t a t i o n  
w ith  t h e  Eskimo h u n t e r s ,  some hundreds o f  whoa s t i l l  depend on 
w i l d l i f e  f o r  fo od .


