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A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE LIBRARY

During Septem ber and O c t o b e r ,  th e  n e w ly -a p p o in te d  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l ic  
L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  f o r  th e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  v i s i t e d  B a f f i n  I s l a n d  
and th e  main p l a c e s  in  th e  M acken zie .  She th en  went t o  th e  Yukon 
where a new and v ig o r o u s  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  has had c o n sp ic u o u s  s u c c e s s .
I t  was a t  once c l e a r  t h a t  th e  Yukon e x p e r i e n c e  and methods cann ot  
t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  N.W.T. b e ca u se  c f  d i f f e r e n c e s  in th e  two t e r r i t o r i e s  
—  m o stly  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,

She t h i n k s  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L i b r a r y  with ICO,COO books a f t e r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b u i l d i n g  up. A t r a v e l l i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  w i l l  be 
s e t  up t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  
by w h a te v e r  means o f  t r a n s p o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e .

I t  i s  p ro p o s e d  t o  b u i l d  up as soon as p o s s i b l e  the  p u b l i c  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  I n u v i k ,  Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  F o r t  Smith and F r o b i s h e r  
Bay. Some o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  w i l l  r e m a i n  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  t h o s e  
r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  books w i l l  be exchan ged  r e g u l a r l y  
under th e  t r a v e l l i n g  l i b r a r i e s  scheme.

The r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e s  w i l l  n ot  be a b le  t o  r e l y  or. unpaid'  
v o l u n t e e r e .  The in v e s tm e n t  and th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  s e r v e  th e  
p u b l i c  c o n t i n u o u s l y  demand a p a id  p a r t - t i m e  p e rso n  a t  each  
r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e ,  V o lu n te e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  l i b r a r y  work can h e l p .

A l o c a l  l i b r a r y  in each  s m a ll  community I s  e n v i s i o n e d .  Where 
t h e r e  i s  a community a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a r a c t e r  t o  ta k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i t  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a book c o l l e c t i o n  
t h a t  w i l l  in c l u d e  some books on permanent l o a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e f e r e n c e  
b ook s .  V o l u n t e e r s  can c a r r y  on th e  work.

I n d i v i d u a l s  in th e  more 
a s s o c i a t i o n  has been formed w

i s o l a t e d  com m unities  where no community 
i l l  be o f f e r e d  a m ail  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e .

Book p u r c h a s i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be 
c e n t r a l i z e d  a t  Hay R i v e r .  P ro b a b ly  F r o b i s h e r  B ay ,  In u vik  and 
p erh aps  B aker Lake o r  R a n k i n  I n l e t  w i l l  in due c o u r s e  become sub­
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e s .

C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g - u p  o f  t h e  b oo k  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  i t  I s  
p rop osed  as f e a s i b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  such as p a m p h le ts ,  
p e r i o d i c a l s ,  f i lm s  and m u sic .

In t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  1 9 6 6 ,  th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e s  w i l l  s t a r t  p u r c h a s in g  books and s t o r e  them in Edmonton 
u n t i l  th e  b u i l d i n g  in Hay R iv e r  i s  c o m p le te d .  L a te  In 1 9 6 6 ,  
i t  i s  i n te n d e d  t o  send ou t d i s p l a y s  t o  each  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  main 
l i b r a r i e s .

A l s o ,  p e r i o d i c a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be s t a r t e d  to  each  o f  th e
main l i b r a r i e s .

In 1 9 6 'f, e x c h a n g e s  t o  th e  m ajo r  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  commence and 
t o  th o s e  o t h e r  com m unities  v h e re  a l i b r a r y  i s  a l r e a d y  in  e x i s t e n c e .  
As soon as p o s s i b l e  t h e r e a f t e r ,  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be o f f e r e d  to  
t h o s e  com m unities  where t h e r e  i s  an i n c o r p o r a t e d  s o c i e t y  and a 
s t a r t  made or. b u i l d i n g  up th e  perm anent c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  th e  main 
l i b r a r i e s .  C o n c u rre n t  w ith  th e  a b e v e , th e  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  
by n a i l  w i l l  be o f f e r e d .



C o - o p e r a t i o n  i s  th e  e e s e n c e  o f  good l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  on any l e v e l ,  
but th e  s m a l l e r  th e  comm unities ar.d th e  mere e x t e n s i v e  th e  a r e a ,  
th e  g r e a t e r  th e  d e g re e  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  r e q u i r e d .

The Commissioner has asked t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e s  to  r e c e i v e  s u g g e s t i o n s  ar.d r c q u e 3 t 3 from a l l  N.W.T.  
p e r s o n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  - -  t o  meet th e  needs ar.d w ish es  o f  th e  
p eop le  i n s o f a r  as p o s s i b l e  and c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  b u i l d i n g  up a 
good l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .

I t  i s  a p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  t h a t  th e y  a re  
f o r  a l l  p e o p le .

L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  form th e  framework o f  th e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  
f o r  t h e  N.W.T. i s  d e s i r a b l e .  T h e r e  i s  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t.he 
p r o v i n c e s  and some f i r s t - c l a s s  p r e c e d e n t s  and a d v ic e  a re  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  gu id a n ce  in th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  An o rd in a n c e  i s  
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  and i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  J u l y  S e s s i o n ,

Your Commissioner o b s e rv e s  t h a t  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i s  not a 
f r i l l  upen th e  e d u c a t i o n  f a b r i c ,  n o r  i s  i t  a d i s p e n s i b l e  a m e n ity .
I t  i s  an a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  i f  th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  t o  have  
c i t i z e n s  who ( a )  a re  inform ed c o n c e r n i n g  th e  w orld  and what p e o p l e  
a l l  o v e r  i t  have done and a re  d o i n g ,  (b )  a r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
s t i m u l a t e d  tow ard  th e  development o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p a c i t i e s ,
( c )  can t a k e  p a r t  e f f e c t i v e l y  in t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s ,  (d )  
l i v e  by p r i n c i p l e s  and law r a t h e r  than  e x p e d i e n t s  and narrow  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s ,  ( c )  can a c q u i r e  s k i l l s  m a r k e ta b le  in t o d a y ' s  
economy.

A s u c c e s s f u l  l i b r a r y  a l s o  g i v e s  p l e a s u r e .


