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UNEQUAL APPLICATION OF THE EDUCATION TAX

At th e  3 0 th  S e s s i o n ,  C o un cil  d i s c u s s e d  a p e i n t  r a i s e d  by th e  
member f o r  M ackenzie S o u th ,  th e  unequal a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t io n  
t a x .  C o u n c il  c a a e  t o  no c o n c l u s i o n  but d i r e c t e d  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t  
be s t u d i e d  by th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

The s tu d y  has been done and th e  c o n c l u s i o n  re a c h e d  i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  has been no im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  d evelop ed  between c i r c u m s t a n c e  
as th e y  a r e  now and as th e y  were in  June 1 9 6 L when th e  Commissioner  
s u b m itte d  a R e f e re n c e  f o r  A dvice t o  C o u n cil  on w h eth er  a p o l l  t a x  
should  be implemented in th o s e  a r e a s  where th e  1 0 - m i l l  e d u c a t io n  
t a x  was n ot b e in g  c o l l e c t e d .  C o u n cil  d e c id e d  n ot  t o  impose a 
p o l l - t a x .

I t  i s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  normel t o  apply t a x e s  on a 
p hased  b a s i s  where t h i s  i s  th e  on ly  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p ro c e d u re  f e a s i b l e  
and e s p e c i a l l y  3 0  when th e  t a x  i s  b a se d  on a r e a l  p r o p e r t y  a s se s sm e n t  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s e s s i n g  s e r v i c e s  have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n ,  and 
c o s t l y .  The p r a c t i c e  has been f o r  th e  A l b e r t a  A ssessm en t Branch  
t o  p ro v id e  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  from t im e  t o  t i m e ,  a t  c o s t .  The s e r v i c e s  
o f  t h a t  B ranch  c o u ld  not be o b t a i n e d  as f r e q u e n t l y  as d e s i r e d  and 
th e  c o s t  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  th e  s t a f f  or. t r a v e l  s t a t u s  when th e y  cou ld  
be o b t a i n e d  was h i g h .  C o n seq u en tly  on ly  th e  m ajor s e t t l e m e n t s  have  
been a s s e s s e d .

The Commissioner has now in c lu d e d  funds in h i s  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  
1 9 6 6 - 6 7  f o r  th e  f u l l - t i m e  employment and t r a v e l  o f  an a s s e s s o r  and 
c l e r k - a s s i s t a n t .  The i n t e n t i o n  i s  th e  u l t i m a t e  im p o s i t i o n  o f  
t a x e s  based  on p r o p e r t y  on a T e r r i t o r i e s  wide b a s i s .  For  some 
a r e a s  t h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a lon g  t im e in th e  f u t u r e .  A s t a r t  w i l l  
be made w ith  th e  l a r g e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  in the Mackenzie D i s t r i c t  not  
now p a y in g  p r o p e r t y  t a x ,  and a s s e s s m e n t  and t a x a t i o n  w i l l  be e x te n d e d  
t o  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  as scon  as p o s s i b l e .


