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PROPOSED MEDICARE PLAN -  NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

I n t r o d u c t i o n

S5 e f k in £ . a ? th e  FetierB-1 “ P r ° v i n c i a l  C o n fe re n ce  in  Ottawa on J u l y  1 9 t h ,  
-1-У0 5 , Prime M i n i s t e r  P e a rs o n  i n t r o d u c e d  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  m e d ic a re  and
8 ? f u efv.t h a t  tk e  t im e  had come f o r  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent t o  c o - o p e r a t e  
w ith  th e  p r o v i n c e s  in making m e d ic a re  f i n a n c i a l l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a l l  
Canadians and t h a t  s u b j e c t  t o  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a p p r o v a l ,  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n -  
ment would su p p o rt  p r o v i n c i a l  m e d ic a re  p la n s  by means o f  a f i s c a l  con ­
t r i b u t i o n  o f  p re d e te rm in e d  s i z e .  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  
p e r  c a p i t a  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  vould  be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  th e  e s t i m a t e d  p e r  
c a p i t a  c o s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a e d i c a r e  p l a n .

P r o v i n c i a l  m e d ic a re  p l a n s  would have t o  meet th e  f o l l o w i n g  fo u r  
c r i t e r i a  in o r d e r  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  th e  f e d e r a l  g r a n t :

( l )  Scope o f  b e n e f i t s  s h o u l d ,  b r o a d l y  s p e a k i n g ,  in c l u d e  a l l  
s e r v i c e s  p ro v id e d  by b oth  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and 
s p é c i a l i s t e .

( 2 )  The P la n  should  be u n i v e r s a l ,  i . e .  co v t r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
th e  p r o v i n c e  on u n iform  te rm s  and c o n d i t i o n s .

( 3 )  The P la n  should  be p u b l i c l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  
by th e  p r o v i n c i a l  governm ent or  by a n o n - p r o f i t  p r o v i n c i a l  
governm ent a g e n c y .

U )  The P la n  should  p ro v id e  f o r  f u l l  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  of  
b e n e f i t s  when p e o p le  a r e  a b s e n t  from t h e  p r o v i n c e  or  
d u rin g  th e  i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  o f  a change o f  r e s i d e n c e  t o  
a n o t h e r  p r o v i n c e .

. ^  ^een proposed t h a t  th e  federal governm ent g r a n t s  in r e s p e c t
t o  m e d ic a re  would be a v a i l a b l e  as from J u l y  1 s t ,  1 9 6 7 .

P rop osed  P la n  f o r  th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s

Taking i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  Frim e M i n i s t e r ' s  s t a te m e n t  and th e  
f o u r  c r i t e r i a ,  th e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l s  on a M ed icare  P la n  f o r  th e  
N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  C o u n c i l .

Commencement Date

I t  i 6  p ro p o se d  t h a t  a M ed icare  P l a n ,  based  or. th e  recom m endations  
o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t,  be i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  th e  N orth w est  T e r r i t o r i e s  
on J u l y  1 s t ,  1 9 6 7 .

F i n a n c i n g  o f  P la n

I t  i s  p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  P la n  be t a x  s u p p o r te d  r a t h e r  th an  on a 
premium b a s i s .  T h is  i s  th e  o n ly  way t o  e n s u re  u n i v e r s a l  c o v e r a g e  in  
th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  where n e a r l y  7 0 *  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  u nab le  
t o  meet o r d i n a r y  m e d ic a l  c o s t s .

Un i v e r s a l  Coverage

I t  i s  p ro p o se d  t h a t  t h e  F la n  c o v e r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  who a re  c o v e r e d  
by th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  I n s u r a n c e  P l a n ,  i . e .  a l l  p e rso n a  who have  
r e s i d e d  in  th e  T e r r i t o r y  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  m o n th s ,  e x c e p t  th e  
f o l l o w i n g :

( a )  S e rv in g  members o f  th e  Armed F o r c e s  and t h e  Royal  
Canadian Mounted P o l i c e .

(b )  Workmen r e c e i v i n g  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  a com pensable i n j u r y  
under Workmen's C om pensation .



( c )  V e te ra n s  in  r e c e i p t  o f  a War D i s a b i l i t y  P en sion  
w h ile  u nd ergoin g t r e a t m e n t  a t  D epartment o f  
V e te ra n e  A f f a i r s ’ e x p e n s e .

(d )  Inm ates  o f  f e d e r a l  p e n i t e n t i a r i e s .

( e )  R e s i d e n t s  o f  Canada who have r e t a i n e d  r e s i d e n c e  in  
a n o th e r  p r o v i n c e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  w h ile  engaged in  s h o r t  
te rm  employment in  t h e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s .
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CaffiP e ® P l o y e e s ,  f o r  whom p h y s i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  em ployer under e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( P a r t  I I ,  P u b l i c  H ealth  
O rd in a n c e ,  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s )  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  i f  r e s i d e n c y  r e c u i r e -  

R e s i d e n t s  who change t h e i r  abode t o  a n o t h e r  p r o v i n c e  or  
t e r r i t o r y  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  months from d a t e  o f  
d e p a r t u r e  from th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s .

In o t h e r  w o r d s * i f  a p a t i e n t  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  b e n e f i t s  under  
t o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  In s u r a n c e  S e r v i c e s ,  he w i l l  a l s o  be e n t i t l e d  t o

t h Ü ” c d i f a r e  P lan  and v e r s a .  T h is  arra n g e m e n t a llo w s
sim p le  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

T e r r i -  
b e n e f i t s  

f o r

Scope o f  In s u r e d  B e n e f i t s

I t  i s  p rop osed  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  on ly  p h y s i c i a n s ' s e r v i c e s , both  
g é n é r a i  p r a c t i t i o n e r  and s p e c i a l i s t  s e r v i c e s ,  be c o v e r e d ,  i . e .  a c c o u n t s
ï i - 1 4 0 ^ : y i b e , a c c ! p te d  f r o n  V i l i f i e d  and l i c e n c e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and 
s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  where t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  r e n d e r e d .  N ursing  
e e r v  c e s  p ro v id e d  a t  n u r s i n g  s t a t i o n s  and h e a l t h  c e n t r e s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  
a t  p u b l i c  ex p e n se  t o  q u a l i f i e d  r e s i d e n t s  as w i l l  a l s o  be emergency  
t r e a t m e n t  p ro v id e d  by la y  o r  n u rse  d i s p e n s e r s .

. n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s t r i c t  c e r t a i n  n o n - e s s e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  t o
a v o id  a b u s e s ,  but p r o v i s i o n  w i l l  be made t o  p e rm it  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  w ith  
th e  p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  a Zone S u p e r in te n d e n t  o r  a named c o n s u l t a n t ,  e . g .  
p l a s t i c  s u r g e r y  f o r  a h a r e l i p  o r  s e v e r e  s c a r r i n g  would be i n s u r e d ,  but  
p l a s t i c  s u r g e r y  t o  remove " w r i n k l e s "  would not be a p p ro v e d .  I t  i s  p r o ­
posed t h a t  th e  fo l t o w i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  be c o v e r e d  o r  d enied  as  
f o l l o w s  :

( a )  C o sm etic  s u r g e r y  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  w ith  p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  
a Zone S u p e r in te n d e n t  o r  named c o n s u l t a n t .

(b )  R e f r a c t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  be c o v e r e d  w hether p erfo rm ed  by an 
o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  o r  o p t o m e t r i s t .

( c )  P r e v e n t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  ( n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  a c t u a l
n ot  be c o v e r e d ,  e . g .  r o u t i n e  im m u n iz a t io n s ,  

s e r v i c e s  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  a r e  a l r e a d y  p ro v id e d  a t  
e xp en se  in  th e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s .

(d )  R o u tin e  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  and c h e c k -u p s  w i l l  n ot  be 
c o v e r e d .  An i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  t h e s e  a r e  c o v e r e d  under  
th e  P u b i i c  H e a lth  Program .

( e )  P h y e i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  ir. r e s p e c t  o f  T u b e r c u l o s i e  and Mental  
D is e a s e  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  e x c e p t  where such e e r v i c e s  a r e  
r e n d e re d  in  T u b e r c u l o s i s  and M ental H o s p i t a l s  which have
an i n c l u s i v e  m e d ic a l  c a r e  and m a in te n a n ce  r a t e .  The normal  
r e s i d e n c y  re q u ire m e n t  o f  t h r e e  months may be waived t f  th e  
p a t i e n t  i s  n ot c o v e r e d  by one o f  th e  P r o v i n c i a l  M edicare  
P l a n s .

t r e a t m e n t )
Moat
p u b l i c
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( f )  P h y s i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  in r e s p e c t  o f  V e n e r e a l  D ie e a se  w i l l  
Ъе c o v e r e d  and i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  no r e s i d e n c y  
re q u ire m e n t  sh o u ld  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  such s e r v i c e s .  This  
would e l i m i n a t e  th e  need t o  submit th e  name o f  th e  p a t i e n t  
on th e  a c c o u n t  in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  d i s e a s e .
The c a s e s  w ould, h ow ever ,  be r e p o r t e d  in s e a l e d  " M e d i c a l -  
C o n f i d e n t i a l "  e n v e lo p e s  t o  th e  M ed ical  H e a lth  O f f i c e r  on 
th e  N o t i f i a b l e  D i s e a s e  R e p o rt  fo rm s .

( g )  D e n ta l  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  not be c o v e r e d  w h ether p erfo rm ed  by
a p h y s i c i a n  or  a d e n t i s t .  F r a c t u r e s  and t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r i e s  
o f  t h e  f a c e  and mouth w i l l  not be c o n s i d e r e d  as d e n t a l  
s e r v i c e s  from t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t .

(h )  O c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w i l l  n ot  be c o v e r e d .

( i )  Im m ig ra tio n  m e d ic a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  and exam inations*  t o  d e te rm in e  
th e  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b se n ce  o f  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  w i l l  not be 
c o v e r e d .

( j )  The p e r i o d i c  e x a m in a t io n  o f  food  h a n d l e r s  and o t h e r  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  by law w i l l  not be c o v e r e d .

(k )  E x a m in a tio n s  f o r  employment w i l l  not be c o v e r e d .

( l )  I n s u r a n c e  e x a m in a t io n s  w i l l  not be c o v e r e d .

In some p r o v i n c e s ,  n e c e e s a r y  X - r a y s  and l a b o r a t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  a re  
commonly p e rfo rm e d  in  th e  o f f i c e s  o f  r a d i o l o g i s t s  o r  p a t h o l o g i s t s  in  
which c a s e  th e y  c a n n o t  be c o v e r e d  by th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  In s u r a n c e  
P l a n .  M ed icare  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  c o v e r  such n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e d u r e s  when 
p erfo rm ed  by an a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l i s t  in  a n o r . - l i s t e d  f a c i l i t y .

P o r t a b i l i t y  ( T r a n s f e r a b i l i t y )  o f  B e n e f i t s

B e n e f i t s  w i l l  be p o r t a b l e  from p r o v i n c e  to  p r o v i n c e  w i t h i n  Canada  
and a l s o  t o  c o u n t r i e s  o t h e r  th a n  Canada w ith  th e  p r o v i s o  t h a t  th e  s c a l e  

f e e s  p a i d  t o  r e g i s t e r e d  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o u t s i d e  Canada would 
n ot e x c e e d  th o e e  which would be p a id  i f  th e  s e r v i c e s  were re n d e re d  in  
t h e  N orthw eet T e r r i t o r i e s .

T e r r i t o r i a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  P la n

As p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  th e  p rop osed  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  
M e d ica re  a r e  e x a c t l y  th e  same as  f o r  in s u r e d  h o s p i t a l  b e n e f i t s  and 
i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f e a s i b l e  and d e s i r a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  th e  P la n  th rou gh  
an e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  T e r r i t o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  I n s u r a n c e  agen cy  
( T . H. I . S . B . ) .  In  t h i s  way, th e  r e s i d e n c e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p e rs o n  
f o r  b oth  h o s p i t a l  and m e d ic a re  c o v e r a g e  can be checked  at. th e  same 
t i m e ,  t h e r e b y  e a v in g  b oth  t im e  and d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s .

S c a l e  o f  Fe e s  f o r  S e r v i c e s  Rendered

The s c a l e  o f  f e e s  p a id  t o  p h y s i c i a n s  must be c l e a r l y  o f  th e  
p r i v a t e  p a t i e n t  c a t e g o r y  and i t  Is  recommended t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Columbia fe e  s c h e d u le  be u sed  as a r e f e r e n c e  b a s i s .  I t  has been  
a c c e p t e d  f o r  many у е а г в  t h a t  th e  n o r t h e r n  f e e  s c h e d u le  should  be 
20% h i g h e r  th a n  s o u th e r n  f e e s  in  o r d e r  t o  c o v e r  th e  e x t r a  c o s t s  o f  
m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p r o p o s e d  t h a t ,  
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  t h i e  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  s c a l e  o f  f e e s  in  th e  N orthw est  
T e r r i t o r i e s  between th e  6 o th  p a r a l l e l  and th e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  be 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  ?.0% h i g h e r  th a n  t h o s e  which w i l l  be p a id  by th e  B r i t i s h  
Columbia Government f o r  s e r v i c e s  re n d e re d  under th e  P r o v i n c i a l  
M ed icare  P l a n ,  i . e .  i f  th e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Government o p ts  t o  pay  
90% o f  th e  B. C.  S c h e d u l e ,  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  P lan  w i l l  pay a p p r o x i m a t e l y
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1 . 0 8  t i n e a  t h e  B. C.  S ch e du l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  in t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  
by p r a c t i t i o n e r s  l i c e n c e d  in t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Fe e s  p a i d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
A r c t i c  C i r c l e  w i l l  be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 Ï  g r e a t e r  t han  t h o s e  p a id  by t h e  
B r i t i s h  Columbia Government.

The s c a l e  o f  b e n e f i t s  p a i d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
T e r r i t o r i e s  but  w i t h i n  Canada w i l l  be t h e  same as  t h o s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
i n t h e  h o s t  p r o v i n c e .  i f  t h e  h o s t  p r o v i n c e  does not  have a Me di car e  
Program as Buoh, i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  a p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  scheme,  
o f f e r e d  by appr oved c a r r i e r s  and p r o v i d i n g  s t a n d a r d  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  
e x i s t ,  and i n such c a s e ,  t h e  s c a l e  o f  b e n e f i t s  p a i d  by t h e  Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s  Me d ic ar e  P la n w i l l  be e q ua l  t o  t h o s e  p a i d  by t h e  s t a n d a r d  
c a r r i e r  s .

Where i n s u r e d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  r e n d e r e d  t o  a Nor thweat  T e r r i t o r i e s '  
r e s i d e n t  o u t s i d e  o f  Canada,  t h e  maximum r a t e  o f  payment w i l l  be t h a t  
v h i c h  would be c a d e  f o r  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t he  Nor thwe st  T e r r i t o r i e s  
s ou th  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .

S p e c i a l i s t  f e e s  w i l l  be p a i d  on ly  when t h e  p a t i e n t  has been 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  by a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  However,  t h e  
s p e c i a l i s t  t r e a t i n g  a s e l f - r e f e r r e d  p a t i e n t  w i l l  be p a i d  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p r a c t i t i o n e r  r a t e  f o r  t h e  same s e r v i c e .

L e g i s l a t i o n

In p r e p a r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  a T e r r i t o r i a l  Me d ic ar e  P l a n ,  i t  s houl d  
be n o t e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  amend P a r t  I I  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
Ord in anc e o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  and t o  i n c l u d e  wi thi r .  t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  a 
p r o v i s i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  companies  from c o v e r i n g  t h e  same 
b e n e f i t s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  P l a n .  P r i v a t e  companies  woul d,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s t i l l  
be a l l ow e d  t o  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  b e n e f i t s  n ot  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  
P l a n .

P r op os e d F i n a n c i a l  Arrange ment s

Me di ca l  c a r e  i n  t he  Nor thwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  d i f f e r s  from t h a t  o f  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  in t h a t  most p h y s i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  by s a l a r i e d  
employees  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  ( N o r t h e r n  H e al t h  S e r v i c e ) .  P r i v a t e  
p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  i n p r a c t i c e  in ï e l l o w k n i f e  and Hr.y R i v e r  w h i l e  a l l  o t h e r  
a r e a s  a r e  s e r v e d  by f e d e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s .  E x i s t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  t h a t  
t h e  c o s t  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r ov i de d  by  t h e  N o r t he r n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i s  c o s t -  
s h a r e d  between t h e  f e d e r a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  gover nment s  on a H ea l th  
D i s t r i c t  p o p u l a t i o n  r a t i o  whi le  f e e s  from p r i v a t e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  c r e d i t e d  
t o  e i t h e r  f e d e r a l  ( I n d i a n s  and Esk imo s)  o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  ( n o n - I n d i a n s , 
n o n - E s k i a o B ) f u n d s .  Thi s  a r r a ng e me n t  works e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  and i n v o l v e s  
a minimum o f  a c c o u n t i n g  and b i l l i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .

In p l a n n i n g  f i n a n c i a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a T e r r i t o r i a l  Me di car e  P l a n ,  
i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  s ho ul d f i t  i n t o  e x i s t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  and 
i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p r op os ed  as f o l l o w s :

( 1 )  The t e r r i t o r i a l  government  w i l l  r e c e i v e  from t h e  f e d e r a l  
government  an annual  p e r  c a p i t a  g r a n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
S l U , i . e .

2 5 , 0 0 0  x $ l k  » $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

Th is  g r a n t  i s  in r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  which 
c o n s i s t s  o f  5 0 . 2 %  I n d i a n s  and E sk imo s,  and h O. ô î  o t h e r s .
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( 2 )  The g r a n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  w i l l  be a l l o c a t e d
by t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  government  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Medi car e  
Agency ( T . H . I . S . B , )  which w i l l  a r r a n g e  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  and 
payment o f  a l l  a c c o u n t s  from p h y s i c i a n s  whose s a l a r i e s  o r  
s t i p e n d s  a r e  not  c o s t - s h a r e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  
g o ve r n m e n t s .  A c c u r a t e  r e c o r d s  w i l l  be k e pt  o f  a l l  funds  
p a i d  out  f o r  p h y s i c i a n  s e r v i c e s  t o  ( a )  I n d i a n s  and Eski mos,  
and ( b )  o t h e r s .

( 3 )  P h y s i c i a n s  who e s a l a r i é e  o r  f e e s  a r e  n ot  c o s t - s h a r e d  by 
t h e  two government s w i l l  submit  a c c o u n t s  monthly t o  
T . H . I . S . B .  f o r  a l l  i n s u r e d  m e d i c a r e  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  t o  
a l l  q u a l i f i e d  r e s i d e n t s .

( M  P h y s i c i a n s  whose s a l a r i e s  o r  f e e s  a r e  c o s t - s h a r e d  between  
t h e  two gove rnment s  w i l l  n o t  submit  any a c c o u n t s  t o  
T.H.I.S.B. i n r e s p e c t  o f  I n s u r e d  m e d i c a r e  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d ,  
N e i t h e r  w i l l  Nursing S t a t i o n s ,  H e a l t h  C e n t r e s ,  o r  Nurse o r  
Lay D i s p e n s e r s  submit  any a c c o u n t s  t o  T . H . I . S . B .  f o r  n u r s i n g  
o r  d i s p e n s e r  s e r v i c e s .

( 5 )  The c o s t  o f  d e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  N o r t he r n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be c o s t - s h a r e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  
and t e r r i t o r i a l  gover nment s  on a H e a l t h  D i s t r i c t  p o p u l a t i o n  
r a t i o .  T h i s ,  i n f a c t ,  w i l l  mean t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n ­
ment w i l l  be p a yi n g  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  m e d i c a l  c a r e  t o  
I n d i a n s  and Eskimos r e n d e r e d  a t  N or t h e r n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s .  However,  as  5 9 . 2 $  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Me di car e  Grant  
w i l l  be i n r e s p e c t  o f  I n d i a n s  and E s k im o s,  t h i s  amount ,  minus  
t h e  funds p a id  out  by T . H . I . S . B ,  t o  n o n - c o e t - s h a r e d  p h y s i c i a n s  
f o r  i n s u r e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  I n d i a n s  and E s k i m o s ,  w i l l  be r e f un d ed  
t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  go ve r nm en t .  I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  by addi ng same t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s h a r e  o f  t h e  
c o s t - e h a r e d  p rog ram.  I f  funds p a i d  out  by T . H . I . S . B .  a r e  in  
e x e e e s  o f  5 9 *2 $ o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g r a n t ,  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  would 
be b i l l e d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  same.

Th is  p r o p o s e d  a r r a ng e me n t  w i l l  f i t  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s ys tem o f  
f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  e l i m i n a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  b i l l i n g  ar.d a c c o u n t i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s ,  and w i l l  be e a s y  t o  a d m i n i s t e r .

Support by Medical Profession
The p r o p o s a l s  o u t l i n e d  in t h i s  P l a n  have been d i s c u s s e d  wi t h a l l  

p r i v a t e  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  now wor ki ng i n  t h e  Nor thwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
and t h e y  have s i g n i f i e d  t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t .

Views of Council
The Commissioner  e n d o r s e s  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  as  h a v i n g  i n e s t i m a b l evalue to the N.W.T. and would appreciate Council expressing its view

on t h i e  o u t l i n e  o f  a p rop os ed  Me d i c a r e  P l a n .


