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PROPOSAL TO INFORM EASTERN ARCTIC 
RESIDENTS ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOVERNMENT

At t h e  3 0 t h  S e s s i o n ,  C o u n c i l  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  Commissioner  t o  have t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r e p a r e  a r e p o r t  about  s t e p s  t a k e n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an i n 
f o r m a t i o n  program f o r  Eskimos i n t h e  e a s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  A r c t i c  on гЬе 
n a t u r e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  T e r r i t o r i a l  Government as d i s t i n c t  from 
f e d e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ( D eb a te s  3 0 t h  S e s s i o n ,  Page 2 9 6 ) .  Th is  has  
been c o n s i d e r e d  under  two main h e a d i n g s .  A r ev i ew  was made r e s p e c t i n g  
what has been done a l r e a d y  in t h i s  f i e l d  and i n q u i r i e s  were la u n c h e d  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  what e l s e  c o u l d  be done.

A c t io n  A l r e a d y  Taken

Qau.j  i  v a a l l i r u t i s s  a t

The "Q-Book" c o n t a i n s  a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t o p i c s  o f  go ve r nm ent ,  law and v o t i n g .  These a r t i c l e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  
" C i t i z e n s " ,  " V o t i n g " ,  V o t i n g  in C an a da ' s  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n " ,  " C o u n c i l s " ,
"How C o u n c i l s  a r e  Set  Up" and "Law E n f o r c e m e n t " .  Under t h i s  s e r i e s  t h e r e  
i s  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government and l o c a l  C o u n c i l s  but o nl y b r i e f  
p a 3 3 i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Government o f  t he  Nor thwe st  T e r r i t o r i e s .

V o t i n g P r o c e d u r e  P a pe r s

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  " Q - B o o k "  a r t i c l e s ,  a p a p e r  on v o t i n g  i n  f e d e r a l  
e l e c t i o n s  was p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Eskimo p e o p l e  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  in June 1 9 6 2 . Thi s  s t a t e m e n t  was appr oved by t he  C h i e f  
E l e c t o r a l  O f f i c e r ,  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  s y l l a b l e s  and  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d .
I t s  c o n t e n t s  were a l s o  b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  CBC s e r v i c e s .

Sup pl ement ar y  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t a t e m e n t  were o t h e r  l o c a l  p a pe r s  
on v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  p r e p a r e d  a t  Rankin I n l e t  and Baker  Lake by d e p a r t m e n t a l  
o f f i c e r s .  The d e p a r t m e n t a l  p a pe r  was r e v i s e d  and updat ed and r e i s s u e d  
as a v o t i n g  guide p r i o r  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  hel d  on November 8 ,  1 9 6 5 .

Be c aus e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  mac h in er y  f o r  bot h  f e d e r a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  
e l e c t i o n s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  a l l  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  have a good d ea l  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  an e l e c t i o n  t o  e i t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body.  
However,  none o f  t h e s e  p a pe r s  a t t e m p t e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  
and e x p l a i n i n g  f e d e r a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  g o ve r n m e nt a l  f u n c t i o n s .

F i l m  S t r i p s

The E d u c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  has p ro du ce d t o  d at e  two f i l m  s t r i p s  on t h e  
g e n e r a l  t o p i c  o f  Government wi t h two more f i l m  s t r i p s  ir. p r e p a r a t i o n .
The f i l m  s t r i p s  now a v a i l a b l e  a r e  : -

( a )  "What  i s  G o v e r n m e n t "
-  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  b a s i c  government

( b)  " H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Government o f  t h e  Nor thwe st  T e r r i t o r i e s "  **■
-  t h i s  s t r i p  t r a c e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Government o f  t he  

Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  from i t s  e a r l i e s t  form up t o  w i t h i n  
t h e  l a s t  c o u pl e  o f  y e a r s .  A s up pl e m e n t a r y  manual p r o v i d e r  
e x t r a  d e t a i l s  f o r  a r un ni n g commentary.

The f i l m  s t r i p e  y e t  t o  be p rod uc ed  a r e  e n t i t l e d : -

( a )  " G o v e r n m e n t  i n  A c t i o n " ,  and

( b)  "The S t r u c t u r e  o f  Government ".

C i v i c s  I n s t r u c t i o n

The S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  Program f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  s c h o o l s  i n c l u d e s  formal  
s t u d i e s  on government and v e r y  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  government o p e r a t i o n s  
as t h e y  come i n t o  s t u d i e s  on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  c om m u n i c a t i o n s ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and so on.  T h is  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  suppl ement ed by much 
f i l m  f a r e  showing t h e  op e ni ng  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e  work o f  t h e  R.C.M.  P o l i c e  
and a g r e a t  many o t h e r  a l l i e d  s u b j e c t s .
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The fo rma l  s t u d y  program i s  s u p p o r t e d  and u n d e r l i n e d  by mock 
P a r l i a m e n t s  and by c l a s s  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  v a r i o u s  p ur p o s e s  and t he  
e n t i r e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  Program g i v e s  c h i l d r e n  i n n o r t h e r n  s c h o o l s  
t h e  same l e v e l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and backgr ound i n f o r m a t i o n  as i s  
a v a i l s b l e  i n o t h e r  Canadian s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .

There  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a f low i n t o  t h e  home o f  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  ar.d 
l e a r n i n g  and,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  u n s c h o o le d  p a r e n t s  a re  g e t t i n g  id e a s  o f  
Government a t  i t s  many l e v e l s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Adult  E d u c a t i o n  Program  
a l s o  i n t r o d u c e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  Government as p a r t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s  i n s t r u c t i o n  gi v en  but  t h i s  program does not  r e a c h  e v e r y o n e .

A d d i t i o n a l  A c t i o n  P o s s i b l e

By E d u c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n

The Adult  E d u c a t i o n  S e c t i o n  i s  p r e p a r e d ,  a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  t o  p roduce  
a s e r i e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  pamphl et s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w h e r ev er  r e q u i r e d .  
I t  would t a k e  a month t o  t u r n  t h e s e  out  in q u a n t i t y .  Upon d i s t r i b u t i o n  
t h e y  would be used by t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  t o  g i v e  a number o f  l e c t u r e s ,  
s l o w l y  i n t r o d u c i n g  i d e a  by i d e a  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  t o p i c s  o f  Government  
and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  g o v e r nm e nt a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  speak f e r  t h e  
p e o p l e .

By t h e  C anad ian  B r o a d c a s t in g  C o r p o r a t io n

The CBC w i l l  be p l e a s e d  t o  b r o a d c a s t  any i n f o r m a t i o n  fe d t o  them 
u s i n g  bot h  s h o r t  and l o ng  wave p r o p a g a t i o n .  S c r i p t s  would have t o  be 
p r e p a r e d  and t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  has promised h el p  h e r e .

The many a s p e c t s  o f  Government c o u l d  be t r e a t e d  a l s o  as p a r t  o f  a 
" forum" t y p e  o f  r a d i o  pr og r am .  Some agency would have t o  o r g a n i s e  a 
s e r i e s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h is  t y p e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  з с с т з  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  use by t h e  O t t a w a - b a s e d  Members o f  Co un c i l  as a ready-made p a n e l  o f  
e x p e r t s  on government  a t  many l e v e l s  and in i t s  many p h a s e s .

A t h i r d  program c o u l d  use t h e  e x i s t i n g  a rr a n g e m e n t s  whereby  
W.G. Erown,  fo r me r  Deputy Commissioner  o f  t h e  Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
b r o a d c a s t s  r e g u l a r l y  t o  t h e  North or. t o p i c s  c f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  ar.d 
he might  be asked t o  speak on some f a c e t s  o f  Government f o r  t h e  
Nor thwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  CBC has e x p r e s s e d  e n t h u s i a s m  in a i d i n g  in p u b l i c i t y  
o r  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  I n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  whole t o p i c  o f  Government  
f o r  t h e  Nor thwe st  T e r r i t o r i e s .

Ge n er al

The i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n - E s k i m o  A s s o c i a t i o n  in a l l  t h a t  i s  g o in g
on i n  th e  N o r th  and t o u c h in g  th e  n a t i v e  p e o p le s  makes t h i s  body a l o g i c a l
c h o i c e  t o  t a p  f o r  a i d  i n  p r o d u c i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  r a d i o  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  f e r  
s e n d i n g  o r  p a y i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  s e n d i n g  someone l i k e  Kr.  Okpik t o  speak t o  
t h e  Eskimo p e o p l e  on Government.  However,  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  a 
s p e a k e r  c o u l d  r e a c h  o nl y p a r t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  and t h e  onl y s u r e  way 
o f  c ommuni ca ti ng  t o  a l l  t h e  Eskimo p e o p l e  i s  by u s i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  and t h e  Canadian B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n .

The Commissioner  i n t e n d s  t o  a r r a n g e  a showing d u r i n g  t h e  J a n u a r y  
I 9 66  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  f i l m  s t r i p s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  used  by t h e  
s p e c i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n .  Thi s  would e n a b l e  t h e  c o u n c i l l o r s  
t.o r e a c h  t h e i r  own c o n c l u s i o n  as  t o  wh et her  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  would be u s e f u l .


