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MAR 2 9 2017 

Oral Question 651-18(2): Arsenic Levels in Kam Lake 

This letter is in response to the Ora l Ques tion you ra ised on Fe brua ry 28, 2017 
regarding concern fo r arsenic leve ls within the r esidentia l a r ea of Ka m Lake. As 
stated in the House, the Chief Publi c Health Officer re leased a Pub li c Health Advisory 
on a rsenic in 2016. This ad visory was based on da ta fro m a numbe r of recent 
reports prepared by different orga nizations tha t had done e nvironmenta l 
assessments on those la kes. 

We have since fo und som e o lder da ta sp ec ific fo r Kam La ke, dating back from 1989-
91, w hich indicated high leve ls o f arsenic in wa ter, but n ot in fi sh. As we receive 
new da ta, t he Office of the Chie f Public Health Office r w ill contin ue to upda te the 
ma p of affected lakes and the ir associated health advice. The public will be notifi ed 
of a ny changes in warnings. 

The De partm ent of Health a nd Socia l Services and the Depa r tm en t of Environment 
a nd Na tura l Reso urces are explori ng ways in w hich information on enviro nmen tal 
conta mina n ts a nd the ir corresponding health m essaging m ay be better and m ore 
e ffectively presented to the public. Please note tha t it is recommended not to dr ink 
un t rea ted water fro m any body of water in the Northwes t Terri to ri es, primarily due 
to the p resen ce of harmful m icroorganisms. Residen ts m ay occas io nally bo il wa te r 
taken fro m la kes fo r persona l use, however, it is a lso recommended to avoid wate r 
located n ear areas of histo rica l ind ust r ia l acti vity, s uch as Kam Lake. In addition, 
boiling d rinki ng water, w hil e e ffective in killing harmful m icroorganis ms, does not 
re move contaminants s uch as arseni c. 

Tha nk yo u. 

Gle n Abernethy 
Minister o f Hea lth and Socia l Services 

c. Mr. Tim Mercer 
Clerk of the Legisla ti ve Assembly 

Mr. David Has tings 
Legislative Coordinato r, Executive 

P.O. Box 1320. Ye l lowknife NT XlA 2L9 www. gov.nt.ca C. P. 1320, Yellowknife NT Xl A 2L9 

TABLED DOCUMENT 348-18(2) TABLED ON MAY 25, 2017




