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Letter to First Ministers from major business
and civil society leaders

Smart Prosperity Canada
November 23, 2016

Dear Prime Minister and Premiers:

Building a high performance, low carbon economy is a major economic opportunity and a vital
environmental responsibility for Canada. As a diverse group of leaders from different sectors and
regions across the country, we applaud your initiative in developing the Pan-Canadian
Framework for Clean Growth and Climate Change. And we offer our support in advancing smart
policies to help seize this opportunity — building on the momentum already mounting across the
country.

The world’s most advanced economic players are hard at work forging cleaner, more innovative
economies, fueled by a desire to compete in a changing global marketplace — one with huge
potential to spur growth in all parts of Canada’s economy. Clean technology companies can tap
into a fast-growing global market expected to exceed $2 trillion per year by 2020, while resource
and manufacturing firms can gain competitive ground by boosting their environmental
performance and using energy and resources more efficiently.

Canadians also understand they have a responsibility to future generations to do their part in the
global effort to fight climate change. And we have begun to make progress in reducing emissions
over the past decade, as our economy has grown. Across the country, initiatives by many
different governments, businesses and communities are driving a shift towards energy efficiency,
greener power, smarter transportation and cleaner production.

Now is the crucial moment to build on these successes and expand our efforts. We can meet our
Paris climate commitments, grow our exports of clean technologies, energy, resources and other
products, and position Canada to prosper in a changing world. “Made in Canada” can be a
global brand of clean performance and innovation across all economic sectors. With smart
government leadership, that supports Canadians’ sustainability efforts and catalyses private
initiative across the country, we can meet this dual economic and environmental opportunity.

To achieve these goals will require bold, timely action using a range of approaches. Putting a
price on carbon, to reflect the real environmental costs, is the most cost-effective way to reduce
emissions, stimulate innovation and drive energy efficiency. Several provinces are already
demonstrating that this approach can work for both the environment and the

economy. Coordinated Canada-wide carbon pricing, rising predictably over time, can do much
of the heavy lifting towards meeting our climate targets. What’s more, the revenues can be used
by provinces and territories to advance climate and/or economic goals, including helping
vulnerable households toadjust and businesses to remain globally competitive while making the
low carbon transition.

Equally important in this transition will be a major investment in clean infrastructure. The
critical investments we make now in energy, transportation, and urban systems will build the



foundation for Canada’s future prosperity. Targeted public funds are also needed to spur
breakthrough clean technology research, development and deployment across all sectors,
leveraging private capital. And a strong, transparent policy framework should include world
class standards for energy efficient buildings, appliances and vehicles; greening government
procurement (to lead by example); and training and immigration programs that build the skills
for an advanced, 21st century economy.

This mix of public policies (incentives, infrastructure and investment) must be ambitious, to
drive clean innovation — which is the key to generating climate solutions and securing Canadian
competitiveness and jobs in a low-carbon world. It must be inclusive, to ensure benefits accrue
to all Canadians. It must send long-term signals, to provide the predictability investors need. And
it must be coordinated across governments and Indigenous Peoples, to allow for regionally
tailored paths towards a common goal. All these efforts should come together in a national
strategy that sets a clear direction, builds on our strengths, and targets key areas of economic
opportunity across the country.

Canada has a history of taking far-sighted policy actions to capitalize on the opportunities
created by global economic change. The time is right for that same kind of bold leadership. We
encourage the First Ministers, through their continued collaboration, to forge an ambitious clean
growth and climate action plan. And each of us commits to join you, leading by example in our
own organizations and nétworks to accelerate this transition. Together, we can lay the foundation
for a cleaner, stronger economy, and a better future for all Canadians.

Sincerely,

Elyse Allan, President & CEOQ, GE Canada

Kathy Bardswick, CEO, The Co-operators

Dominic Barton, Global Managing Director, McKinsey and Company

Ross Beaty, Chairman, It_an American Silver Corp; Executive Chairman, Alterra Power Corp
Léopold Beaulieu, CEQ, Fondaction CSN

Tzeporah Berman, Adjunct Professor, York University; Co-Chair Oil Sands Advisory Group
Sophie Brochu, President and CEO, Gaz Métro

Neil Bruce, President and CEO, SNC-Lavalin

Chris Buckley, President, Ontario Federation of Labour

Vincent Chornet, President and CEQ, Enerkem

Guy Cormier, President and CEO, Desjardins Group

John Coyne, Vice-President, Legal and External Affairs, Unilever Canada Inc.

Michael Crothers, President and Canada Country Chair, Shell Canada

Arlene Dickinson, CEQO, Venture Communications

William Downe, CEO, BMO Financial Group



Stewart Elgie, Professor, University of Ottawa; co-Chair, Smart Prosperity
Brian Ferguson, President and CEOQ, Cenovus Energy

Phil Fontaine, Former National Chief, Assembly of First Nations

Pierre Gratton, President and CEQ, Mining Association of Canada

Steven Guilbeault, Cofounder and Senior Director, Equiterre

Robert Hardt, President and CEQ, Siemens Canada

Linda Hasenfratz, CEO, Linamar Corporation

Toby Heaps, CEO, Corporate Knights

Gordon Hicks, President & CEO Americas, Brookfield Global Integrated Solutions
Robert Hornung, President, Canadian Wind Energy Association

Jean-Francois Huc, President and CEQ, BioAmber

David Hughes, President & CEQO, The Natural Step Canada

Jacob Irving, President, Canadian Hydropower Association

Gervais Jacques, Executive Director, Atlantic Operations, Aluminium, Rio Tinto
Hector Jacques, Chairman, LED Roadway Lighting

Greg Kiessling, President, UpCapital Ltd.

David Labistour, CEO, Mountain Equipment Co-op

Alain Lemaire, Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors, Cascades

Monique F. Leroux, President of the international Co-operative Alliance and chair of the board
of Investissement Québec

Donald R. Lindsay, President and CEO, Teck Resources Limited

Charles Loewen, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Loewen Windows

Jim Lopez, President and CEQ, Tembec

John Lounds, President and CEQ, The Nature Conservancy of Canada

Ian MacGregor, Chairman and CEO, North West Refining Inc.

The Honourable John Manley, President and CEO, Business Council of Canada
Bill McFarland, CEQO and Senior Partner, PwC Canada

Sean McKay, President and CEO, Composites Innovation Centre Manitoba Inc.
Michael McSweeney, President and CEO, Cement Association of Canada

Andrée-Lise Méthot, Founder and Managing Partner, Cycle Capital Management



Lorraine Mitchelmore, co-Chair, Smart Prosperity; former President and Canada Country
Chair, Shell Canada

David Miller, President and CEO, WWF — Canada; Former Mayor, City of Toronto
Joe Nemeth, President and CEO, Catalyst Paper Corporation

Ken Neumann, Canadian National Director, United Steelworkers

Derek Nighbor, CEQ, Forests Products Association of Canada

Robert Niven, Founder and CEO, CarbonCure Technologies

Merrell-Ann Phare, Founding Executive Director, Centre for Indigenous Environmental
Resources

John Risley, Co-Founder, Chairman and President, Clearwater Fine Foods

Peter Robinson, CEQO, David Suzuki Foundation

Ron Seftel, CEO, Bullfrc_)g Power

Vicky Sharpe, Founding President and CEQ, Sustainable Development Technology Canada
Jean Simard, President, Aluminum Association of Canada; co-Founder and Director, SWITCH
Scott Skinner, Executive Director, Clean Foundation

Merran Smith, Executiv-e Director, Clean Energy Canada

Rick Smith, Executive Director, Broadbent Institute

John Stackhouse, Senior Vice-President, Office of the CEO, Royal Bank of Canada

Kali Taylor, Founding Executive Director, Student Energy

Lise Treunicht, CEOQ, MaRS Discovery District

Scott Vaughan, President and CEO, International Institute for Sustainable Development
Annette Verschuren, CEO, NRStor; co-Chair, Smart Prosperity

Tamara Vrooman, President and CEQ, Vancity

Galen Weston, President and Executive Chairman, Loblaw Companies Ltd.

Ed Whittingham, Executive Director, Pembina Institute

Steve Williams, President and CEO, Suncor

Mike Wilson, Executive Director, Smart Prosperity Institute

Mary Ann Yule, President and CEQ, HP Canada





