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OBJeCtiVes

The objectives of the Law Foundation are to use the funds collected in this manner to provide 
funding in the following areas:

PurPOse

The Northwest Territories Law Foundation was established pursuant to Part VII of the Legal 
Profession Act for the purpose of receiving the interest which banks must pay on clients’ funds 
held by lawyers in mixed trust accounts. It is similar in form to Law Foundations established 
in most provinces.

• conducting research into and 
recommending reform of the law and 
the administration of justice;

• establishing, maintaining and operating 
law libraries;

• contributing to the legal education 
and knowledge of members and the 
people of the Northwest Territories and 
providing programs and facilities for 
that purpose;

• providing assistance to legal aid 
programs and programs of a similar 
nature;

• contributing to the Assurance Fund; and

• to do all other things that are, in the 
opinion of  the board, incidental or 
conducive to the attainment of these 
objects.
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adMiNistratiON

The affairs of the Foundation are conducted by a 
Board of Directors composed of five members, 
four being members of the Law Society and 
appointed by the Executive of the Law Society 
and one who is not a member of the Law 
Society and is appointed by the Commissioner. 
The Directors serve for a term of two years.

The Directors meet as required to decide on 
policy matters and to deal with the general 
administration of the Foundation including policy 
as to the collection and investment of funds. A 
“grant meeting” is held once a year to consider 
all requests for funding for that fiscal year.

Administration and management services are 
provided through an Executive Manager who is 
engaged on a contract basis.

BOard aNd 
MaNaGeMeNt  
2015 - 2016

CHAIRPERSON: MALINDA KELLETT

DIRECTOR: THOMAS DRUYAN

DIRECTOR: PAUL PARKER

DIRECTOR: MICHAEL WOODWARD

LAY MEMBER: DARRELL BEAULIEU

EXECUTIVE MANAGER: WENDY CARTER

JOhN u. BaYlY 
MeMOrial fuNd

The John U. Bayly Memorial Fund was 
established in the memory of the late John 
U. Bayly, Q.C., a prominent member of the 
Northwest Territories bar for 30 years, to 
encourage and facilitate the development of 
mediation skills to a resident member in good 
standing of the Northwest Territories Bar.  

sChOlarshiPs

The Northwest Territories Law Foundation/
Graeme Garson Bursary Fund has monies 
available to assist law students in pursuing 
their legal studies and to encourage Northwest 
Territories graduates of law school to return to 
work in the Northwest Territories after their 
law studies.  Qualified applicants are eligible 
for an award of $2,000 per year for three years 
while attending law school and this money is 
not repayable.  When the student secures an 
articling position in the Northwest Territories, 
and if they continue to work in the area of law 
in the Northwest Territories for an additional 
year after articles, the Fund will assist them in 
the amount of $7,000 per year for two years, 
for an overall commitment of $20,000 per 
student.

Scholarships for the 2015-2016 school year 
were awarded to, Alexandra Ballantyne, 
Aaran Ferguson, Brendan Bachand, and Donna 
Henderson totaling $8,000.00.
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GraNts awarded 

CANADIAN LEGAL 
INFORMATION INSTITUTE 
(CANLII) - $ 5,000
To provide funding for the CANLII project  
(a Virtual Law Library). CANLII is a not for profit 
organization created by the Federation of 
Law Societies of Canada. Their objective is to 
provide, by means of electronic access through 
the internet, free access to primary legal 
materials for members of the legal profession 
and the public. The project is funded based on 
the number of members of the bar in each 
province or territory.  This contribution covers a 
portion of the cost assessed for the Northwest 
Territories bar.

NATIVE LAW CENTRE – $2,500
To assist with core funding for the Program 
of Legal Studies for Native People (PLSNP), 
a long standing project at the University 
of Saskatchewan which serves Aboriginal 
students and law schools across the country.  
The PLSNP encourages law schools to recruit 
and retain Aboriginal law students and 
encourages Aboriginal students to consider 

careers in the law.  Each summer, it offers an 
8-week program which is recognized as the 
equivalent of the first-year property course 
by most Canadian law schools. Students who 
successfully complete this course are exempt 
from the first year property course. This gives 
the students extra time during the academic 
year to adapt to the demands of law school 
and enables them to transfer the skills they 
have developed in the context of property 
law to other areas of the curriculum.  Since 
its inception in 1973 the PLSNP has attracted  
31 Aboriginal Students from the NWT.

YELLOWKNIVES DENE FIRST 
NATION – $9,300
To increase awareness in and the education of 
the Yellowknives Dene First Nation Community 
Justice Committee on the justice system and 
to assist in the implementation of community 
justice hearings and the delivery of community 
justice programs.
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ChairPersON’s rePOrt
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fiNaNCial stateMeNt
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