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St. Joseph School feels the pinch 

Yellowknife Catholic School board trustees Amy Simpson, left, Tina Schauerte, John Dalton, Erin Currie and acting chair Miles Welsh discvssed the need for 
additional space at St. Joseph School in order to accommodate junior kindergarten students next year. 

With building at 90 per cent capacity, YCS wants N.J. MacPherson's portables 
by Kirsten Fenn 
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school board say~ ii cannot 
wait any longl!r 10 find ou1 
"'hethcr it will ha\'C addi1ion:1I 
spai.:r for student:\ at St. Joseph 
School next year when ju11ior 
kirn.lergartcn is implemen1eJ 
across 1hc territory. 

"Wi1 h junior I. inclcrgar1cn 
coming inlo pl;.1ce. we: \\ill nol 
ha,·c enough space." said board 
as~is1an1 supcnntcnden1 lor 
husinrss J;mct Toner following 
the board's Oct. 19 mec1ing. 

There are l'urren1ly 522 SIU· 
dents enrolled <ti Sc. Joseph 
for lhl' 2016·17 school yc;lf. 
Tha1's aboul 90 per ecru ol 1he 
s1.:hool's cap;.u.:ity, whil'h b 583 
scud~nt s. 

The board h:is met with 
the Dcpurlment of Edut'Jtiun. 

Cuhure and Employment st\'­

er.11 rimes lwer the past two 
years to discuss capi1ci1y i~sucs 
al Yellowknire schools. Toner 
said. but a solution ha ~ not 
been found 10 lhe mosl recent 
prcJica1nen1. 

The school board "as 
initially dircl·tcJ IU come up 
with ;.m internal solution to i1~ 
bur.i•t1ne enrolment numbers 
by mo;ing some student ~ to 
another school. she said. 

'"Two y¢ars a~o. we n1'wed 
our Grade 8 popula1ion fn)m 
St Joe's and from Welcdeh 
- whal we call our feeder 
schools - inlo (SI. Patrick I ligh 
Schoon: Toner said. 

Thr mow freed up spuls 
for JOO student!' at the two 
schuols in the firsl yc,1r :mJ 
another QQ this year. Toner 
~aid. 

Bui 1he mo1-e hasn'I heen 
enough to ease cap:tcit} pres· 
)l.UrCS for 1he lonr: term. 

"El'cn wilh )unior kindcr­
g:1rtcn not coming into place. 
we were "micipating ... that 
we were going 1u gmw. We'rr 
growing from the bottom 
grades up 10 the lop grades.'' 
Toner sa id. 

The board wanlS 10 acquire 
lhrer porlahl« from 1he Ykl 
cduca1ion district in (lrdcr to 
:.olvo us prohlem. 

Af1er a fire destroyed part 
of S1. Jo<eph School in 20()(\. 
Toner said lhe Catholic School 
Board and 1hc GNWT pur­
chasc-J a handful of pt1r1ahlcs 
to house students while the 
)l,L·houl was being repaired. 

"Afler our r~novation. the 
portables were mO\·ed from St 
Joe's campus 10 NJ, MacPhcr-
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DRIVE ACCORDING 
TO ROAD CONDITIONS 

Check the weather forecast before you leave. 
Plan your travel in advance. 
Carry an emergency kit $i 
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.!oOn." Toner said ... So one of 
1he ret)UCSIS lhal we\'e ma<ll" 
is 1ha1 we have thosi! ponablc.~ 
hroo•hl hack 10 SI. Joe's." 

Accordini to Ykl's 2015·16 
annual repon, N. J. ~facPher­
~Cln Sduol hatl an enrolnwnt 
ol' 282 siudent>. The school 
has a L0upad1y ol 615 students 
wi1h 1hc por1ablcs. and 585 
"i1hou1. 

Toner said 1he hoard Jurs 
not ha\'e extra funding in its 
hudgcl lor large e<1pital pro­
jects such as purchasing new 
por1able<. 

The <ehool hoard plans 
to wrlle to Education Min· 
bier Alfred M<>ses 10 ask if 
tile department will allow SI. 
Joseph to u~e th ree of the pun­
ahlcs currcn1ly at N.J. Mac­
Phcrson. 

"We're 1rying lo look al 

Go .. t rnmtmt of 

1he big piclure for the popu­
ltumn of Yellm"knift." Toner 
:.aid. ·oocs it make sense for 
us to buy additional !lpace 
when thcr< could polentially 
be space somewhere else in 
Ycl lowknifo'!" 

Ahhough Ton" said 1hc 
porwbles :ire currently heinl:! 
u.-,ctl h)' lhc uthl"r .~chool. she 
doe.,n't believe that school is 
under as much capacity pres· 
~urc 

"It'> something for the 
bcnefil of the whole popula­
tion." o::iid the board'~ acting 
chair Miles Welsh. "Th• space 
cxi:-.ts in Yellowknifo and to 
purchase new port:ibles is rwt 
r~ally. in nur opinion. a prac· 
tic;il .liol111ion." 

Thl' school hoard plans to 
send ;,1 letter 10 the department 
of cducution in the next mon1h 

Northwest Territories 

to find oul if lhe gol'crnment 
will allow lhe bo.trJ lo bring 
the por1ablcs 10 St Jn<cph. • 

The ho.rd Muld have to 
pay for !he moving expenses. 
Toner snid. 

She s;.iid boarJ members 
arc hoping 1hcy can work wi1h 
the mini.:;tcr to find a solution 
thal'.; ~~t for ;111 $!Udcnts in 
Yellowknife. 

"ll's a grc;il wonderful 
school. hu1 il's going 10 he 
cha llengrn~ movin~ for\loard 
with junior lim..ler~artcn." 
Toner said abou1 St. Joseph. 
" We "Jnl 10 make Mire that 
w.:'rc providing 1he hesl 
resources an~I the hcsl school 
for our kids." 

>'tlfmrJmifn was unable 
to rc;1ch Yk I ~upcrintcndcnt 
Mclro Huculak for rnmmr nt 
by press 1imc. 

COMMUNITY 
TOURISM 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Contribution Program 
Do you have a great idea to enhance tourism 
infrastructure in your community? 

The Community Tourism Infrastructure Contribution (CTIC) 
Program provides funding to community governments and 
non·government organizations to support new and innovative 

infrastructure projects that support tourism and promote nearby 

parks and natural attractions. 

Industry, Toorism and lnvestmr nt is now a«eptin~ Expressions oflntt rt"st rortoumm 
Infrastructure prolccts fnr 2017·1R. Dead lint Is Monday, Drccm brr S, 20 16. 

Regional Tourism Offices: 
Dehcho Region (A67) (i95·7500 North Slave Region 
lnuvik Region (667) 777·7 1% South Sl;we Region 

Sahm Region {867) 587·7171 

for more 1nform.111on v1\1t 

www.itr.9ov.nt.ca/tm/servtces 

(867) 920·A967 
(867) 872-0?t2 
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