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PAYMENT FOR PUPIL MAINTENANCE IN
PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS

1. Introduction

Puplls from small settlements attending schools in the larger
centres of the Territories are housed usually in pupil residences
provided by the Federal and Territoriel Governments. These pupii
residences are located at Inuvik, Fort MacPherson, Yellowknife and
Fort Smith in the Mackenzie Distriect and Chesterfield Inlet, N.W.T.
and Churchill, Manitobe,in the Eastern Arctic. Smaller residences
for 8-12 puplls ere loceted at Baker Leke, Eskimo Point, Cape Dorset,
Pangnirtung, Broughton Island, Pond Inlet, Igloolik and Cambridge
Bey. With the exception of Akaitcho Hall, Yellowknife, the residence
at Churchill and the small pupil residences which are owned and
operated hv the Federsnl Government, all residences ere owned by the Federal
Government and .operated by either the Anglican or Romen Catholic Church.

A number of pupills elso live end boerd iz private homes and a
local boarding payment is made by the Government to the boarding house
opcrator for the board and lodging of eack tupil. Living and boarding
costs in all residences are peid for by tie Territorial Goverament

on behalf of white pupils and by the Federal Government on behalf
of Indien and Eskimo pupils.

In 1964 Grandin College, Fort Smith, wes opened as & residence
for about 40 high school pupils, The college is owned and operated
entirely by the Roman Cetholtic Episcopal Corporation of the Mackenzie,
and the puplls enrolled sttead the Jocseph Burr Tyrrell School in Fort
Smith. The existence of a privately owned pupll residence whose pupils
attend a school under Federal-Territorial Jurisdiction raises the
question of Government payment for pupil meintenance in privaete institutionms.
If such paynents are approved, there remeains for consideration the
matters of retes of peyment and the eligibility of private institutions
to qualify for paymenpts,

I1. Beckground

In a letter to the Commissioner in September 1964, Bighop Piche
requested finenclal essistance for board and lcdglng of Grendin Ccllege
puplls from the Territorles who were ettending the Joseph Burr Tyrrell
8chool. At its November 1964 session, Council discussed Bishop Piche's
request end agreed that a policy regarding the eccommodation of pupils
at Territorlal Government expense in institutions operated by religious
organizations wes required before requests of this nature could be
properly deelt with.

Since thst time, & thorough investigation of the problem has been
conducted by the Commissioner and the officers of the Depertment of
Northern Affairs and National Resources. The principle of payment
for pupil meintenence in private institutions was agreed to end conditionms ‘
were proposed as a basis for a policy which would be gemeral throughout
the Northwest Territorles and appliceble to any group who were prepared
to provide residentiel facilities of an appropriate calibre. The
involvement of both Federal end Territoriel Governments made 1t necessary |
to seek mutual agreement as to the besis of payment for pupils' board
end living eccommodation.

To ascertain wheither a private authority would actually be interested
in entering into an agreement based on the proposed conditions of
peyment, Blshop Piche was asked for his views on the proposals. At
e meeting iy Fort Smith with the Administrator of the Mackenzie and
the Distriet Superintendent of Schoqls, Bishop Piche expressed his
agreement with the proposed conditions and confirmed his view in e
subsequent letter to the Department.

At present Grandin College is the only privately-owvned pupil |
residence in the Territories, Most of the puplls enrolled imn the i
College eare either Eskimo or Indian. In 1965-66 there were 9 Eskimos,

35 Treety Indians and 19 others.




Payment for the melntenance of Eskimc and Indian residents of the
Territories attending schools awey from their home settlements is

the responsibility of the Department of Northern Affeirs end Netional
Resources, The Department has indiceted that, subject to the conditions
set out in the following recommendation, it is prepared to share pupil
meintenence costes at Grandin College, by paying for the board and
lodging of Eskimo and Treaty Indien puplls who reside at the College

end vho ere enrolled at the Joseph Burr Tyrrell School, Fort Smith,

on condition thaet the Territoriel Government make similer payments

for non-Eskimo and non-Indian pupils attending the College.

Recommendation

The Commissioner recommends that Council adopt the principle of

§&Yment for pupll melntenmnce 1n private institutions subject to the
following conditions:

1. Payments will be mede only in respect of pupils who would be
eligible for edmissifon to a government pupil residence and whose
rarents or legal guerdians have given their consent.

2, Selection of pupils to attend the Federal School adjacent to the
privetely owned pupil residence is to be approved by the District
Superintendent of Schools three months prior to the opening of
school in September, subjJect to such flexibility in the matter
of dates gs the District Superintendent is able to use, in view
of the probeble variety of circumstences.

3. When a pupil is admitted to a residence, the orgamizetion operating
the residence must acogpt a commitmept to provide accommodation
for the full school year to assure schooling without interruption,
provided the pupil®s vparents are in agreement.

L, Pupils must be ecxemined medically prior to admission to the pupil
residence,

5. The District Superintendent of Schools must be advised in advance
of the suspension or expulsion of & child from the residence.

6, The Residence Administrator will emsure the regular attendance
at school of all pupils in the residence and will act as e parent
would to assist the school and the mcademic progress of the chilagd.

He Medical and nursing attention must be provided for pupils in
eccordance with regulations for government pupil residences operated
by the Churches.

8, All gtaff members who are inm contact with the children must undergo
medicel and psychological examinetion.

9. The bullding used as a residence must be satisfactory im respect
of heeting, plumbing and sanitary facilities, and must meet fire
and generel safety standards prescribed for public buildings in
the Northwest Territories,

10, Payments will be on the same scale as the per pupil allowence
for local boarding in the Territories, The Territorial Government
vill be responsible for white and Metis children and the Federal
Government for Indian ana Eskimo children who ere residents of
the Northwest Territories.

1ll, Payments will be made for that period of time that the pupils
ere in regular attendance at the Federal School adjacent toc the

privately owned pupll residence,




