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REPORT OU HEALTH CONDITIONS IN THE ГОГНШБТ Т Е Ш Ш |0?тк.д< 196$

SUMMARY

1» The population of the Territories increased by i*.17# during 196$ 
•and no1.! stands at 25,995» The estimated populations of the three 
ethnic groupa ara: bicUans - 6,076 (23,1*2), Eskimo» - 9,382 (36.I#), others 10,537 (1*0.5̂ ).

2« ihe overall birth rate was 1*6 0 8 per 1000 population compared to 
ôhe national figure of 2i*a6. The percentage of births taking 
place in hospitals and nursing stations is inoreasing steadily every j'oar « 11* *6$» of births were illegitimate*

3 • The crude death ra te  of 7 »2 per 1000 population is the lowest ever 
recorded, and U3o52 of the deaths occurred in children under 5 years of age.
The average ages at death were* Indians - 36*1 yrs, Eskimos —
1908 yrs*, Others — 1*5.J* years»

\1H1en deaths under one year of age are ex cluded the figures ares 
Indians - 51*2 years, Eskimos - 38*8 years, Others — 51*8 years»
An infant death rate of 59*5 per 1000. live births was recorded»

U» The major causes of death were -

5» Tho incidence of insured hospitalization in 1961* va3 lower than 
that recorded for 1963, and tlie diseases responsible for most 
hospitalization were:

Diseases of Respiratory System - 28,6$ of patient days 
Pregnancy and childbirth - 13 «32 of patient daysDiseases of Digestive System - 10clgS of patient days

6* There were no serious outbreaks of notifiable diseases during 
1965» Measles vaccination is now being offered to all children who have not had this disease and we hope that its incidence will be reduced considerably*

7 • The incidence of Gonorrhoea doubled during the year*
8» There were 90 cases of new active tuberculosis discovered as com

pared to 119 in 196L* and 261 in 1963*
9» The new nursing stations at Aklavik and Fort Franklin have been 

completed and a three trailer nursing station wa3 placed at Rankin Inlet*

Pneumonia
Injuries and violenco 
Cardiovascular disease

20,2^ of all deaths 
19 •!% of all deaths 
lh»9% of all deaths
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la comparing vital statistics rates for 1965 with previous 
years, it should be noted that the 1965 rates are based on birth ат>д 
death certificates for 1965 whioh hove been received up to 17th March 
1966* Other 1965 certificates will be arriving from isolated areas 
up to about September 1966 so that the 1965 rates as shown are slight
ly lower than the true rates* The 1961* rates which were shown in the 
1961*. report have been amended to include certificates received after publication of that report•
POPULATION:

The Estimated population of the Northwest Territories in1965 wasa
Indians Eskimos Others Total

Number 6,076 9,382 10,537 25,995
Percentage of Total 23.1# 36.Д# 1*0.52 1002

These figures were estimated by adding the natural increase for the year 1965 to the estimated figures for 196Ц. No allowance 
has been made for immigration or emmigration as no data are available 
on the movement of population in and out of the Territories* An interim census is due in 1966 and w m i q the figures in-this census will 
not be broken down into ethnic groups they should enable us to check 
an the change in total population between 1961 and 1966.
VITAL STATISTICS x
BIRTHS -

Birth rates (per 1000 population) over the past six years
were as followst

I960 1961 1962
Indians 1*8 1*2 1*1
Eskimos 56 6k 61
Others 33 1*2 39

TOTAL* 1*9.7 1*6.6 1*7-3
The ratio of male to female 

has been as follows:

til Р-апЫд
1963 1961* 1965 (1963)
37.5 39.1 37.5
59*8 61* .5 59.8
1*1.0 1*5.0 1*1.0
1*8.1* 50.6 1*6.8 21i.6

births over the past three years

R atio  of Male B irth s to  1000 Female B irth s

All Canada
1963 1961* 1965 (1963)

Indian 1.163 1,000 1,030

Eskimo 1,016 989 1,270
Others 1,069 1,137 1,188
All Groups 1,057 1,01(3 1 ,1 7 5 1,053
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.•л. j i i  . f  marked change i n  th e  Eskimo r a t i o  s in c e  196Ц a id
ï - t 'J? 11 rulli‘ir33f1' in ^ t o  se e  i f  t h i 3  co n tin u e s  i n  i 960.  Nine -twin 
, ? !  T f143 V o i d e d  a id  p rem ature b i r t h s  w ere r e p o r te d  i n  k . k %  In d ia n .
7.h* Eskimo, and 11$ other births. No triplets were reoorded.

!
Place of Birth;

The percentages of births occurring in  hospitals and nurs
ing stations over the past three years were»

A ll  Canada
J2Ê3. i96U 19§â C1963)

Indians 70$ 77.3$ 89.1$

Eskimos 39$ 35.1$ б2 .Ц$

Others 9i$ 95.1*2 97.3$

A ll  Groups 65$ 6U.9$ 79.72 - 98.32

It  is  gratifyin g to  note the steady increase in  the percen
tages o f births occurring in  hospitals and nursing stations — th is  i s  
no a great extent duo to the increase in  f a c i l i t i e s  available in  our 
isolated  areas.

Kedical Attendance At Birth:

Indian Eskimo Other
A ll

Groups

Doctor present 68.5$ 37$ 90. 8$ 62 .u$

Nurse only present 25. 6? 26.92 7.72 19.62

Lay person only present 5.9$ 36,1$ 1.52 18.0$

Idle g it  jinate B irth s:

2huS/o of a l l  births were i l l e g i t  imat e, but the TntHan percen
tage was 30.5$ which i s  s ix  times the national average. Table 3 shows 
that there i s  a steady increase in  illegitim acy in  a n  gvnwpp, y» 
i s  r e a lly  a so cial problem due to  an increasing lack of morals combin
ed with a lack o f knowledge by our young people of the principles of 
birth control.

S t i l l b i r t h s  t

This rate for a l l  groups was 1Ц.0 per 1,000 liveb irth s  
which approximates to  the national figure o f 12*3 ,

liv e  births by Age and Ethnic Origin of Mother:

Table 1  gives d e ta ils  on th is s ta t is t ic  дпД as-expected we 
find that Eskimo women produce children at an e a r lie r  age than the 
other groups but a surprising fa c t i s  that the percentage of Indian 
births to  mothers under 19 years i s  much lower than both other groups.

Birth Order by Ethnic Origin of Mother:

Table 2 shows that $0.k% of births ware in  fam ilies o f lees  
than two ch ild ren, end that 78$ were in  fam ilies o f less than fiv e  
chi ldren. 12.9$ of Indian births weio to  mothers who had previously  
borne at lea st nine children as compared with 10.2$ fo r Eskimos and 
3 . 8$ for others.



Table 1

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

L lv a b ir t h s  by Age o f  M other 

1 9 6 5

Age of Mother

INDIANS ESKIMOS OTHERS ALL GROUPS ALL CANADA 1963

Number % % Number % % Number

LU % Nuinber % % %

12  -  Щ years 2 0.9 - - - 1, -
I

- 2 0.2

15  -  16  years 3 1 .1» 10 1 .9 3 0.7 16 1 .U

17 -  19 years 1h 2.0 U.3 67 12.8 Hi .7 l»l 9.9 10.6 122 10.7 12.3 8.9

20 -  2k years 59 29.2 121 23.1 129 31.2 309 27.0

25 -  29 years 38 18.9 H5 21 o9 128 30.8 281 2Ц.6

30 -  3U years Ц2 20.7 107 20.5 73 17.6 222 19 J»

35 -  39 уеагз 26 12.9 81.7 5 o 9 .5 75.0 32 7.7 87.3 108 9-5 80.5 87.3

liO -  hk  years 18 8.9 J*2 8.0 8 1.9 68 5.9

I»5 -  1»9 years 1 0*6 9.5 10 1 .9 9.9 1 0.2 2 ,1 12 1 .1 7.0 3 .5

Age not stated 2 0.1» - - 2 0.2 --

j TOTALS 203 100 |100 521* 100
------—
100 1*15 100 |

100 J
l l i»2 100 100 1



Table 2

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

B i r t h  O rder (L iv e b l r t h s )  

1 9 6 $

—
INDIANS

...... . . . i »
ESKIMOS OTHERS ALL GROUPS ! . ALL CANADA

Number % % Number % % Number £ % Number % % * %

1 s t .  Child 3U 1.6.7 66 12.6 106 25.5 206 18.3 25.9

2nd. Child 2U 11.8 66 12.6 112 27.0 202 17.6 23.2

3rd. Child 23 11.3 39.8 71 13.5 38.7 72 17.3 69 .8 166 Hi 3 5o .1; 17.8 66.9

Uth. Child 2k 11.8 63 12.0 la 9.9 128 11.2 12.1

$th. Child 17 8.$ $1 9.7 25 6 .1 93 8 .1 7 .5

6th. Child 20 9.8 30.1 58 11.2 32.9 16 3.8 19.8 9k 8.2 27.5 U.7 2U.3

7th. Child 17 8.U 35 6.7 Hi 3.5 66 5.8 2.9

8th . Child 11 $.u 32 6.2 7 1.7 50 li.l» 1.9

9th. Child
7 3.U 17.2 28 5.3 10.2 6 1.1* 6.6 hi 3.6 13.8 1.2 6 .0

10th. Child 11  ' 5.U 22 k .2 5 1 .2 38 3.3 o • vo
.;

11 th . Child 8 3.9 17 3.2 3 0.7 28 2.6 0.6

12th. Child 2 1.1 10.Ц 6 1 .1 8.5 2 o.5 2.Ц 10 0.8 6.7 o.U 1 .9

13th. Child or $ 2 .$ 2.$ 9 1.7 1.7 6 1 . 1» 1 . 1» 20 1.6 1.6 0.9 0.9
ДОГ0

........ 1

ÏOTAIS J 203 100 100 $21* 100 100 ld5 \ 100 100 100 100
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DEATHS:

Table 3 gives d etails of the various m ortality rates and 
compare.s them with the rates of the preceding two years.

Crude D eath  R ate  (T o ta l  d e a th s  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  p o p u la tio n )

The 196$ rate of 7 .2  i s  the lowest ever recorded and i s  even 
lower than the 1963 rational rate of 7*8. The Eskimo rate 1 b s t i l l  

the highest at 1 1 .1  while that of the non-Indian non-Eskimo population 
is  only 3*8. However, we must remember th at very many of th is  popula
tion group are not permanent residents of the Northwest Territories  
and leave fo r the south a t an ea rly  age or i f  they are not in  good 
health, -  th is  figure i s  therefore u n rea listic.

The percentage age distribution of deaths was as follows:

I t  w i l l  be n o te d  th a t  •while 29 »6% of In d ia n  and UB% o f  .
jEukimo deaths occurred in  C h ild ren  under ora year o f age, o n ly  
;12.5# of non-Indian non-Eskimo deaths were in  th is  age group. The 
inigh death rate in  native children of 1 -  Ц years should a ls o  be noted.

Average Age a t  D e a th :

The av erag e  a g e s  o f  d e ca d e n ts  o v e r t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a rs  
have been as fo llo w s:

A ll Decedents Indians Eskimos Others A ll  Groups A ll  Canada (1963)
1963 33.16 15.05 31.Ü 22.0

1961* 29.9 19.3 3h«3 2U.5

1965 3 6 .1 1 9 .8 \6.h 29Д 62.3



T ab le  3

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

m a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1 9 6 5 ^

INDIANS
(196S Population 6,076)

ESKIMOS
(1965 Population 9,382)

OTHERS
(1965, population 10,5321

ALL GROUPS
(1965 Population 25.995)

ALL
CANADA

1965 196U 1963 1965 196U 1963 1965 1961t 1963 1965 196Ц 1963 1963 •
Number Rate Rate Rate Number Rate Rate Rate Number Rate Rate Rate Number Rate Rate Rate Rate

livebirths (a) 203 33 .U 39Д 37.5 52ii 55.8 6k .5 59.8 U15 39.lt U5.o la .o 11142 Ц3.9 50.6 U8.U 2lu6

Illegitim ate Births (b) 62 30.5 28.2 27 5k 10.3 d .h 7.9 51 12.2 11 .9 8 167 H i.6 13.3 12.3 5.3

S tillb ir th s  (c) 2 9.8 18 23 8 15.3 18.0 10.2 U 9.6 11.0 13 lit 12.2 15.5 111.6 12.3

livebirth s born in  
Hospitals and Nursing 
Stations (e)

181 89.1 77.h 70 327 62.k 3U.0 39 1»03 97.1 914.9 9lt 911 79.7 63.9 65 98.3

Maternal Deaths (d) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 6.6 3 .5

Perinatal Deaths ( f ) 
(5-7 days)

7 3U.1 38.5 i*l 13 2U.U 29.0 5k 5 11.9 30.Ц 56 25 21.6 31.2 36.5 15.8

Neonatal Deaths (c) 
(0-28 days)

6 29 .5 3U.7 18.7 22 111 .9 27.7 61» .5 i 2 .k 21.9 l47.lt 29 25.1» 26.9 U6 18 .1

Infant.Deaths (c) 
(Under 1  year)

13 61wO 73.9 65.5 50 95 A 92.1 157 5 12.0 3 5 .1 60 68 59.5 68.1 10Ц 26.3

TOTAL DEATHS (a) 
(Crude Death Bate)

kk 9.7 6.6 7.5 10U 1 1 .1 Щ.8 17.1» Uo 3.8 U.8 5.9 188 7 .2 8.8 1 1 .1 7.8

Deaths in Hospitals and 
Nursing Stations (e) 19 U3.2 h9 1*0.5 37 35.6 30.3 29.6 Hi 35.0 53.1 58.7 70 37.2 38.6 36.8 6Ц.9

Natural Increase (a) 159 26.2 32 A 30 U20 UU.7 U9.7 li2.li 375 35.5 Ц0.1 35.1 95U ltl.7 li0.6 37.3 16.8

( a )  B a te  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  p o p u la t io n , (b )  H ate i s  p e rce n ta g e  o f  t o t a l  l i v e b i r t h s .  ( c ) 'R a t e  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  l i v e b i r t h s .  (d )  R ate  p e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  
( e )  Cage column shows p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  l i v e b i r t h s  o r  d e a th s  o c c u r r in g  in  H o s p ita ls  o r  N ursing S t a t i o n s .  l i v e b i r t h s .
( f j  P e r i n a t a l  D eath R ate  i s  S t i l l b i r t h s  (2 8  weeks +) p lu s  in f a n t  d ea th s  under 1  week p e r  1 ,0 0 0  t o t a l  b i r t h s  ( l i v e  and s t i l l b i r t h s ) ,  
( g )  B ased  on c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e c e iv e d  up t o  17 March 1 9 6 6 .
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Decedents Over 
1  yr of age Indians Eskimos Others A l l  Groups

1963 U7.U8 35.9 S3.0 ?

196U 52.5 32.2 50.8 Uo.i

1965

Place of Death:

5 l.2 38*8 51.8 h5.8

37 .22 o f  a l l  d e a th s  o ccu rre d  i n  h o s p i t a l s  o r n u rsin g  
s t a t i o n s ,  th e  n a t io n a l  f i g u r e  b ein g 6^*9%.

M atern al D e a th s :

T here w ere no m a te rn a l d e a th s  d u rin g  th e  year#

P e r in a ta l  D e a th s  -  ( 0  -  7 d a y s)

The o v e r a l l  r a t e  was 2p .U  p e r  1 0 0 0  t o t a l  b i r t h s  a s  compared  
w ith  31*2 i n  196U, and a  n a t i o n a l  r a t e  o f  15. 8 ,

N eo n ata l D eath s -  ( 0 - 2 8  d ay s)

T h is r a t e  f o r  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  w as s l i g h t l y  lo w er th a n  
1961; b u t th e  Eskimo r a t e  jumped from  2 7 .7  i n  1961; t o  Ц 1.9  t h i s  y e a r *

In fa n t D eaths -  (0 -  3 6 5  d ay s)

T h is r a t e  co n tin u e s  t o  d e c l in e ,  b u t we would lj-ka t o  se e  a  
more ra p id  f a l l  in  th e  Eskimo r a t e  which i s  s t i l l  3 C6  tim e s  t h a t  o f  
th e  a l l  Canada r a t e  o f  2 6 * 3 *  The In d ian  r a t e s  s ta n d s  a t  61; p e r  1 0 0 0  
l iv e b ir b h s  w hich i s  2*1;  tim e s  th e  n a t io n a l  r a t e *

N a tu ra l I n c r e a s e  ( b i r t h s  minus d e a th s )

The n a t u r a l  in c r e a s e  c o n tin u e s  a t  a  h ig h  l e v e l  and s ta n d s  
a t  U l .7  p e r  1 0 0 0  p o p u la tio n  o r  2 * 5  tim e s  th e  n a t i o n a l  r a t e .  T hia i s  
one o f  t h e  h ig h e s t r a t e s  i n  th e  w orld  and a s  p re v io u s ly  s ta t e d  i t  
means th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  w i l l  d ouble i t s e l f  w ith in  th e  n e x t 18 y e a r s *

M ajor C auses o f  D e a th ; (T a b le  k)

These w ere a s  f o l lo w s :

Pneumonia -  38 deaths - 20.22 of to ta l

Injuries & violenoe -  37 deaths - 19.72 of to ta l

Cardiovascular disease -  28 deaths - 11;.92 of to ta l

Unknown causes & s e n ility -  19 deaths - 10 .12  of to ta l

Malformations & Diseases of 
infancy -  17 deaths - 9.02 of t o t a l

Neoplasms (Tumours) -  11; deaths - 7 .U2 of to ta l

TOTAL . . . . 81.32  of to ta l



Table It
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

C auses o f D eath  b y  E th n ic  Group and S e le c te d  Age Groups, (a)

Numbers of Cases

1
GRAND

INDIAN.3 ESKIMOS I OTHERS
inlands rro Sch loung Adult Eld infants Pro Sch loung Adult Eld infants Pro Sch xoung Adult Eld

TOTAL
woo. sch Adult "Neo.. Sch Adult Woo. sch Adult

Causes of Death 0-2d 29- 5-14 Т&Ш 35-64 35+ Total 1 - 2S 1-4 5-14'15=35 3 3 ^ 4 6j?+ Total 29- 3=4 35=34 ■55+ Total
Croup days yrs yrs yrs yrs yrs days 3$£ yrs yrs . yrs yrs yrs days yrs yc b yrs yrs yrs

Pneumonia (B31) 38 1 5 1 1 2 10 6 8 6 1 1 1 23 1 2 2 5
Injuries & Accidents 37 1 1 1 3 1 1 8 4 1 6 2 2 15 1 7 5 1 14

‘ (BEU7-50)
Cardiovascular 28 1 5 6 2 5 5 12 1 6 3 10
Diseases (B24-29)

S e n ility  & Unknown 19 1 1 5 3 1 1 3 2 15 1 2 3
Causes (B45) 

Diseases of Infancy & 17 4 1 1 6 10 10 1 1
Malformations (B41-44) 

Neoplasms (B18-1?) Ш 2 3 5 1 3 1 5 1 2 1 . 4
Gastrointestinal 8 2 2 1 4 1 6
Diseases (B33-36)

In fective & Parasitic  
Diseases (B3-17)

Diseases of Nervous

7 - 6 1 7

System (B22-23) 7 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 2 2

Tuberoulosis, A ll 5 1 1 1 1 2 4 ~
Forms (Bl-2)

Nephritis & Nephrosis Î* 3

\
1 1 2 1 1

Cirrhosis of liv e r  
(B37-38)

Other Respiratory 
Diseases (B30 & B32)

2 - 2

г
A ll  Other Diseases (Bitf>) 3 1 1 1 3 1

TOTALS J 186 1
‘ 1 *

u 1 3 9 1
? 1 ÏS 3 “ M

7 9 19 10 104 | 1 3 - - 9 20 7 40

(a) Based on c e r tific a te s  received up to



The percentage of deaths due to in juries and violence has 
dropped s lig h tly  from 196ii but i t  is  s t i l l  a cause fo r concern, A 
breakdown of these deaths gives the following information:

Cause

Crownings

Suffocation

Burns

Gunshot

Fractures & haemoiThage 

Exposure

Poisoning (Methyl alcohol) 

Totals

HOSPITALIZATION:

ju rie s and V io len ce  196? .

In d ian  Eskimos O th ers A ll  Groups

2 h k 10

2 3. 3 9

1 1 1 3

1 - 1 2

1 2 ? 8

1 1 - 3

- 3 3

8 1 9 1U 37

Table 5 shows the incidence of hospitalization of T erritor- 
i a l  residents in 196Ц broken down into age and ethnic groupings» The 

continuing high rate of hospitalisation of the younger age groups 
w ill  be noted. I t  should also be noted that the numbers recorded fo r  
patient days are insured days, and that there are many more non
insured days paid out of Medical Services and T errito rial Health funds*

A comparison of figures over the past three years shows the 
following picture:

c ..  (a) (a) (a)
S e p a r a tio n s ' P a tie n t  Days A verage S ta y

1962 1963
1 1 
196U [ 1962 1963 196U 1962 1963 196U

Indians 1507 1618 13.569 ! 19,298 16,819 15,093 10.1 10 .U 9.6

Eskimos 2306 226U |2099 28,390
I 26,993 21, 28U 12.3 11.7 10 .1

Others 2923 2672 12571< 19,1*33 22,196 19,028 7.7 8.3 7.U

Total 63h6 659U |б239 63,121 69,928 99,1:05 8.7 10.0 8.8

(a) Excluding newborns.

There was a reduction of insured separations and patient days 
from 1963 to 196Ц and the average stay has also reduced. Taking the 
I96I4. population as 2h,9k3, insured hospitalization was 2,221 patient 
days per 1 0 0 0  population* H ospitalization in  tuberculosis and mental 
hospitals are not included in  the above figures as these are not insur
ed services.

Table 6 shows that the diseases responsible for most 
hospitalization are:



Table 5
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Insured Hospitalization by Ethnic Origin and Age Groupings 1961) (T.H .I.S.)

SEPARATIONS 1 РАТЗЖГ DATS AVERAGE STAY
Age Group Indians Eskimos Others Total Indians Eskimos 1 Others Total Indians Eskimos j Others Total

Newborn 178 30Ц k3k 916 1,275 1,919 2,729 5,923 7.2 6.3 6.3 6.5
Under 1 2S5 I|3U 250 939 2,890 5,600 2,035 10,525 11.3 12.9 8 .1 11.2

H i 261 385 331 977 2,705 ij.,108 2, 1*01 9,213 10.1* 10.7 7.3 9.1*

5 - 9 123 22i* 203 550 91*7 1,816 91*7 3,710 7.7 8 Д 1*.7 6.7
10 -  U; 76 92 9k 262 552 8I 7 528 1,897 7.3 8.9 5.6 .7*2

15 -  19 82 lh2 163 З87 607 1,568 1,035 3,210 7 .U 11 oO 6.3 8.3
20 -  2l* 115 182 3hB 61*5 750 1,150 2,108 14,008 6.5 6.1* 6 Д 6.2

25 -  2 9 117 156 302 575 799 1,373 1,782 3,951* 6.8 8.8 5.9 6.9

30 -  3h 109 117 21*2 1*68 8 96 716 1,6U2 3,251* 8.2 6.1 6.8 7.0

35 -  39 lOU 115 189 1*08 812 936 1,21*5 2,993 7.8 8.1 6.6 7.3
1*0 -  Щ* 53 79 13** 266 665 aw* 1,276 2,785 12.5 10.7 9.5 10.5

1*5 -  1*9 25 53 79 157 326 732 798 1,856 13.0 13.8 10 .1 11.8

5o -  51* 37 1*0 68 11*5 1*39 531* 802 1,775 11.9 1 3*1* 11,8 12.2

5 5 - 5 9 ko 16 50 106 1*79 279 691 1,1*1*9 12.0 17.1* « , 8 13.7
6o -  61* 3k 16 1*3 93 1)56 191 821 1,1*68 13.1* Uo9 19 Д 15.8

65 -  69 36 21 23 80 1*75 211* 307 996 13.2 10.2 13.3 12.5
70 -  7k 23 17 19 59 391 2ljl 213 81*5 17.0 11*.2 11.2 11» .3

7 ” -  79 ’ 37 5 17 59 № 100 212 753 12.0 20,0 12 .5 12.8

8C » 81* 28 2 9 39 312 21 112 10*5 11.1 10.5 12ol* U.1*

85 + 1U 3 . ... 7 - à -

6,239

151 Ы* 7l* 269 3.0.8 _ jU u 7 _ 10.6 1 1 .2 _ |

ТОТДТЯ
i (Exclo Newborn)

1,569 2,099 2,571 15,093 21,281). 19,028 55,1*05 9.6 10.1
_ .

7Л* 8.8

i ~W .i% 3 Ï M 100% 27 Л% 38.1*Jg 3h№ 1002 ______ .._
1963 T0TAI5 
(EkcI .  Newborn) 1,618 2,261* 2,67? 6,55U 16,819 26,553 22,156 65,528 10.1) 11.7 8.3 10.0
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Table 6

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES -  T errito rial Hospital Insurance Services -  1961*

Separations, Pationt Days and Average Stay by Ethnic Grouping and Major Disease Categories -  Adults & Children *

INDIANS ESKIMOS OTHERS

Disease Category Separations
Patient
Days

Average
Stay Separations

Patient
Days

Average
Stay Separations

Patient
Days

Average
Stay

CLASS 1  Infective & Parasitic Diseases 1*6 689 15.0 91 1,689 18.6 1*7 331 1U.7
CLASS 2 Neoplasms 15 302 20.1 23 1*5L 19.7 52 661* 15.7
CLASS 3 Allergic,Endocrine System, Metabolic & Nutritional 16 307 19.2 19 20$ 10.8 55 619 12.7
CLASS h  Diseases of Blood & Blood Forming Organs 7 80 1 1 J* 10 230 23.0 8 ‘ 1*8 1U.3
CLASS 5  Mental, Psychoneurotic & Personality Disorders 7 20 2.9 19 107 5.6 60 686 9.5
CLASS 6 Diseases Nervous System & Sense Organs 9h 975 10.3 183 2,088 ll.l* 126 1,1*27 1 1 .1
CLASS 7 Diseases of Circulatory System $0 621 12.1* h9 7I1I 15.1, 102 1,009 11.8  *
CLASS 8 Diseases of Respiratory System 552 M 9 U 8.9 702 7,036 10.0 577 3,976 8.7
CLASS 9 Diseases of D igestive System 150 1,585 10.6 220 1,709 7.8 328 2,1*78 8.3
CLASS 10 Diseases o f Genito-Urinary System 82 918 H .2 60 !(92 8.2 158 1,067 8.3
CLASS 11 D eliveries & Complications of Pregnancy, 237 i,!*5U 6 .1 Ц0 9 2,386 5.8 626 3,536 5.8

Childbirth & the Puerporium 
CLASS 12 Diseases of Skin & Cellular Tissue 81* 761 9 .1 $1 528 10.1* 60 1*69 9.0
CLASS 13 Diseases of Bones & Organs of Movement 27 1*57 16.9 16 620 38.8 50 1*61 16.8
CLASS ll* Congenital Malformations 6 91 1 1 . Ц 18 359 19.9 11* 231 17.0
CLASS 15> Certain Diseases of Early Infancy 7 269 38.1* 17 21*1* 1U.U 10 . 73 17.2
CLASS 16 Symptoms, S e n ility  & Hi-Defined Conditions 51* k$0 8.3 82 51*9 6.7 90 / • " 1*37 6.1*
CLASS 17 Accidents, Poisonings, Violence 122 1,168 9.6 115 1,670 U*.5 202 1 , 1*80 7.3
CLASS T Supplementary C lassification  for Special 7 35 5 .0 21* 181 7 .5 5 11* 2.8

Unspecified âdniesicme h 17 1*.2 2 87 1*3.5 2 8 l*.o

ALL DIAGNOSES (Excluding newborns) 1,569 15,093 1 9.6 2,110 21,375 10 .1 [ 2,572 19,03U 7.1*

1963 TOTALS (Excluding newborns)L. - Ч .  1 . .. —------ -f-C . . !.. ,■ ■ !■ 1,619 10 .U 1 25,81h „ „ ü ï L j ! "2,679
'~m r u .1.  -*j

22,226 8.3

Newborns

CLASS 9 Diseases of D igestive System - - D '1 ---------S' 670- - - -
CLASS 10 Diseases of Genito-Urinary System 1 7 7.0 Ц 1 L 1*.0 2 17 8.5
CLASS li* Congenital Malformations 1 2 2.0 H 1 2 2.0 - - »
CLASS 15 Certain Diseases of Early Infancy - - -  u 2 1*2 21.0 2 29 il*.5
CLASS l6  Symptoms, S e n ility  & Ill«=*Defined Conditions - - -  ! - - - 1 1 1 .0
CLASS Y Supplementary C lassification  for Spec .Aim!salera 176 1,266 7 .2 11 299 1,865 6.2 1*29 2e680 6.3 _

ALL DIAGNOSES (Newborns) ] 178 1,27$“ 301* 1,919 6.3 Ü3Û 2,729 6 .3 ' 1

1963 TOTAIS (Newborns) 1,075 297 2^239 7.5 U29 . A ^ i .  6 -8 1
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C lass  8 D is e a s e s  o f  r e s p i r a t o r y  system

C la ss  1 1 D is e a s e s  and c o n d itio n s  o f
p regn ancy and c h i ld b ir t h

C la ss  9 D ise a se s  o f  D ig e s tiv e  System

C la ss  6 D is e a s e s  o f  N ervous System
and S ense Organs

C la ss  17 A ocid en ts ., P o iso n in g  and v io le n c e

C la ss  1 In fe o tiv o  and P a r a s i t i c  D ise a se s

26,6% o f  p a t ie n t  d ays  

13 »3% o f  p a t ie n t  d a y s

10. 1$  o f  p a t ie n t  d ays  

8 . 0£  o f  p a t i e n t  daye

7 .Q% o f  p a t ie n t  d ay s  

h»9% o f  p a t i e n t  d ays

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES:

T here w ere no s e r io u s  o u tb reak s o f  n o t i f i a b l e  d is e a s e s  
d u rin g  th e  y e a r .  N o t i f i c a t io n s  w ere a s  f o l lo w s :

Goimmmicable D ise a se  R e tu rn st 196$
(B ased  on r e p o r t s  s e n t  t o  D .B .S .)

D ise a se  C ases R oported

G onorrhoea 6 6 1

In flu e n z a 3 7 1
R u b ella 161
Chicken Puk 119

D y sen try  (u n s p e c if ie d ) 6U

D y sen try  ( b a c i l l a r y ) 8
I n f e c t io u s  H e p a t i t is h8

S tr e p to c o c c a l  I n f e c t io n s Uo
M en in g itis  (u n s p e c if ie d ) 3 6

M en in gococcal I n f e c t io n s 7

M easles 2$

G a e t r o -E n te r i t i s 6
Mumps h
S y p h il is 3

B r u c e l lo s i s 1
V e n e re a l D ise a se

G onorrhoea i s  c o n tin u in g  t o  in c r e a s e  and th e  r a t e  now s ta n d s  
a t  2,$ ij2  p e r  100,000 p o p u la tio n  oonpared t o  th e  n a t io n a l  r a t e  o f  102,  
i * e .  2$  tim e s  th e  Canadian r a t e .  A t o t a l  o f  6 6 1  c a s e s  w ere r e p o r te d  
i n -1 9 6 $  com pared t o  3 7 3  in  196Ц -  an  in c r e a s e  o f  71%» The d i s t r i b u 
t i o n  o f  o a s e s  was a s  f o l lo w s :
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Vo n e ro a l D is e a s e f N.W .T. 1 965  

L o c a tio n , hex cjid Ago Grouping

Oar P ab 3ic H ealth  n u rse s  have sp e n t a  l o t  o f  tiros on th e  
fo llo w -u p  and c o n ta c t  t r a c i n g  o f V e n e re a l .D is e a s e  ami l e c t u r e s  and 
f i lm  shows on th e  s u b je c t  have been a rra n g e d  and in fo rm a tio n a l b o o i-  
l c t s  have been d i s t r i b u t e e • 7 3 $  o f  our G onorrhoea c a s e s  can e from
th e 20 -  39  age group, but 1 $ .2 $  o ccu rre d  amongst te e n a g e rs *  Ih e re  
i s  no doubt t h a t  a  more e x te n s iv e  e d u c a tio n a l  program  i s  re q u ire d  ind  
we w i l l  re q u ire  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t e a c h o r s ,  s o c i a l  w orkers and s e r v i c e  
c lu b s  in  t h i s  m a tte r*  The p ro b le n  i s  o f  co u rse  c l o s e l y  lin îœ d  w ith  
a lco h o lism  ami -he la c k  o f a l t e r n a t i v e  p astim es and p le a s u re s  -  more 
w i l l  be s a id  on t h i s  frab joct l a t e r  in  t h i s  r e p o r t .

T u b e rcu lo s is  ;

The in c id e n c e  o f  t h i s  di se a se  h as red u ced  a g a in  t h i s  y e a r  -
i . e ,  a  t o t a l  o f 90 now a c t i v e  c a s u s  a.s a g a in s t  1 1 9  in  1961* and 261 in  
1963  » T h i r ty  f o u r  r e a c t i v a t e d  c a s e s  Wei's h o s p i ta l i z e d  *md i t  i s  b e -
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conrüjg in c r e a s i n g l y  e v id e n t t h a t  i f  th e  in c id e n ce  o f  th e  d is e a s e  i s  
t o  be red u ced  much f u r t h e r  we must red u ce th e  number o f . r e a c t i v a t i o n s  
a s  th e s e  a r e  o f te n  th e  c a s e s  w hich a re  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d iagn ose  and which  
a r e  a  prim e cau se  o f  sp read  o f  th e  i n f e c t i o n .  The fo llo w -u p  o f  a l l  ex  
tu b e r c u lo s is  p a t i e n t s  w ith  x - r a y ,  sputum and g a s t r l o  wash exam in atio n s  
r e q u ir e s  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n .  4

N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  

T u b e rcu lo s is  C o n tro l 1963-65

I iуИапя Eskimos O th ers A l l  Croups

1963 196U 1965. 1963 196b 1965 1963 196k 1965 1963 196Ц 1965

P o p u la tio n 57Ш 5885 6076 8565 8928 9382 9789 ЗД30 1СЙ7 2Ц066 о д з 5995

No. o f  new
a c t i v e  o a s e s 35 31 23 212 68 50 lk 20 17 I 261 119 90

In c id e n ce  o f  new
a c t i v e  c a s e s  in 0.6 о.5з 0.37 2j|fl 0.76 0.53 0.1U 0.2 O .ld } 1.08 o.U о .з5
p o p u la tio n  {%) i

No. o f  r e a c t i v a t e Ji  16 i i n 37 23 21 2 3 • 2
Î

55 37 3Uc a s e s

No. o f  tu b e rc u lo s is 2095 5266 1666 9027
t e s t s  c a r r i e d  on

1
No. o f  B .C .G . vac- З Д 1561 721 3U26

Q in a tio n s  performa-

“  1

D ENTAI, HEALTH

We a re  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  p ro g re s s  we a r e  making in  
t h i s  program  -  we need many more d e n t i s t s  and u n t i l  we can  e n t ic e  
some i n t o  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  we oannot do much about i t .  T here i s  a  
s c a r c i t y  o f  d e n t i s t s  in  so u th ern  Canada and we re q u ir e  h ig h e r  s a l a r y  
g ra d e s  t o  e n t i c e  them to  th e  n o r t h .  We h ave had some s u c c e s s  i n  en
co u rag in g  p r iv a t e  d e n t i s t s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  Hay R iv e r , F o r t  Sm ith and 
F o r t  Sim pson. In  th e se  a r e a s  we h ave re n te d  ou r c l i n i c  sp ace  t o  
p r i v a t e  d e n t i s t s  a t  $3*00 p e r  s q .  f t .  p e r  y e a r  ( in c lu d in g  h e a tin g ,  
l i g h t in g  and c le a n in g )j  lo an ed  o u r equipment a t  no ch a rg e  and gu aran teed  
work on th e  s c h o o l d e n ta l  h e a l th  p rogram  and on in d ig e n t p a t i e n t s .  We 
h ave a l s o  su cceed ed  i n  o b ta in in g  p e rm issio n  from  T re a su ry  B oard  t o  sub
s id iz e  th e  accom m odât!cn o f  th e  d e n t i s t  a t  F o r t  Sm ith end a t  th e  tim e  
o f . w r i t in g  th e  r e p o r t  we a re  en deavorin g t o  do th e  same f o r  th e  d e n t i s t  
i n  F o r t  Sim pson. I n  th e  p roposed H ealth  S e r v ic e s  P lan  1 9 6 7 -7 2  we have  
recom mended a  s p e c i a l  I s o l a t i o n  and R e s p o n s ib il i ty  a llo w an ce  f o r  
d o c to r s  and d e n t i s t s  in  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  and i f  t h i s  i s  approved we 
should b e t t e r  be a b le  t o  en courage th e  n e c e s s a ry  d e n ta l  s t a f f  t o  s e rv e  
i n  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s .

I
I
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MENTAL HEALTH

We a re  now s t a r t i n g  t o  make in ro a d s  i n t o  t h i s  p rob lem . We 
have su cceed ed  In  o b ta in in g  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f P r o v in c ia l  C hild  Guidance  
team s t o  h o ld  o l i n i c s  a t  Y e llo w k n ife , In u v ik , and th e  C e n tra l  and 
E a s te r n  A r c t i c  and arran gem en ts a r e  b ein g  made w ith  th e  P s y c h i a t r i c  
D epartm ent o f  tn e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A lb e r ta  t o  have p s y c h i a t r i s t s  to u r  
th e  m ajor c e n tr e s  on a  r e g u la r  b a s i s .  We have a l s o  su cceed ed  i n  r e 
c r u i t i n g  a  m e d ica l o f f i c e r  w ith  e x te n s iv e  p s y c h i a t r i c  e x p e rie n c e  who 
h as worked w ith  th e  U nited  N a tio n s  f o r  th e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  on th e  
p s y c h i a t r i c  problem s o f r e f u g e e s , and w ith  h is  a s s i s t a n c e  we hope t o  
i n t e n s i f y  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  ou r m en tal h e a lth  p rogram .

Many o f  our m en tal h e a l th  problem s i n  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  stem  
from  i s o l a t i o n  and boredom and i t  i s  su g g ested  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  should be g r e a t l y  in c r e a s e d . The lo n g  cold  d a rk  w in te rs  
o f  th e  A r c t i c  a r e a s  n e c e s s i t a t e  in d oor r e c r e a t i o n  and i t  i s  recommend
ed  ̂uhat f a c i l i t i e s  such a s  in d o o r swimming p o o ls , t e n n i s ,  badminton  
ana b a s k e tb a ll  c o u r t s ,  c u r l in g  and s k a tin g  l i n k s  b e p ro v id e d  in  a n  
m ajor p o p u la tio n  c e n t r e s .  More u se  co u ld  p o s s ib ly  be тпдНя o f  r e c r e a 
t i o n a l  sp a ce  in  s ch o o ls  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o ses* Most n o rth e rn  com n u n itiee  
a r e  e i t h e r  p o o r o r  t r a n s i e n t  and can n o t be e x p e c te d  t o  c o n tr ib u te  
much t o  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  such f a c i l i t i e s  and i t  i s  su g g e ste d  th a t  th e  
t o t a l  c o s t  o f th e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  be boiue by th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  and F e d e r
a l  G overnm ents. T h e ir  p ro v is io n  would c e r t a i n l y  a s s i s t  th e  H e a lth  
D epartm ent i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  red u ce  th e  v e ry  g r e a t  m en tal h e a lth  
problem  in  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s •

RADIATION FALL-OUT STUDIES

These s tu d ie s  w hich  w ere r e p o r te d  in  th e  196Ц r e p o r t  a re  
co n tin u in g  and a t  th e  tim e o f  w r it in g  t h i s  r e p o r t  a  te c h n ic ia n  from  
th e  R a d ia tio n  P r o te c t io n  D iv is io n  i s  to u r in g  th e  E a s te r n  A r c t io  w ith  
a  p o r ta b le  body c o u n te r  e s tim a tin g  th e  amount o f  Caesium 137 i n  th e  
l o c a l  p o p u la t io n s .

GUIDE TO TREATMENT FOR NURSES AND LAY DISPENSERS

T h is Guide t o  tre a tm e n t which i s  in ten d ed  f o r  th e  u se  o f  
n u rse s  and l a y  d is p e n s e rs  in  i s o l a t e d  s t a t i o n s  h as been produced  
d u rin g  th e  y e a r  and h a s  b een  d i s t r ib u t e d  t o  th e  f i e l d .  T his was one 
o f  th e  recom m endations o f  th e  R o y al Commission on H ealth  S e r v i c e s .

HOUSING

The need f o r  im proved h ousing  f o r  a l l  e th n ic  grou p s i n  th e  
T e r r i t o r i e s  was s t r e s s e d  in  th e  196Ц r e p o r t ,  and i t  was g r a t i f y i n g  
t o  h e a r  th e  r e c e n t  announcem ents b y  th e  F e d e r a l  Government t h a t  i n 
c re a s e d  funds w ere b ein g  s e t  a s id e  f o r  th e  p r o v is io n  of b e t t e r  hous
in g  f o r  b o th  th e  In d ia n  and Eskimo p o p u la tio n s . However, th e r e  i s  
an e q u a l need f o r  im proved h o u sin g  f o r  th e  n o n -In d ian  non-Eskim o  
p o p u la tio n  and i t  i s  su g g e ste d  t h a t  u rg e n t a c t i o n  sh ould  be ta k e n  t o  
p ro v id e  funds f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se .

STAFF HOUSING:

I  am p2s ased  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  F e d e r a l  Housing Committee 
h ave a l t e r e d  th e  r u l i n g  on th e  p r o v is io n  o f  q u a r te r s  f o r  s in g le  
d o c to r s  and d e n t i s t s .  I t  i s  now ag reed  t h a t  where s e l f -c o n ta in e d  
one-bedroom  b a o h e lo r  ap artm en ts  a r e  n o t a v a i l a b l e ,  su ch  s t a f f  may be 
a l l o c a t e d  m a rrie d  q u a r t e r s .  T h is amendment h a s  removed one s e r io u s  
impediment t o  th e  re c ru itm e n t o f  d o c to r s  and d e n t i s t s .  Our th an k s
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f t nh9 Сотт1зз5-опег anü C o u n cil o f th e N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s  
#and to  th e  Departm ent o f  N orth ern  A f f a i r s  and N a tio n a l R esou rces who 
s^ v ^ r-o e a  u s in  p re se n tin g  ou r c a s e  to  th e  Housing C e w a tte e *

NEW FACILITIES

. . P 1® nQV n u rs in S s t a t i o n  a t  F o r t  F ra n k lin  h as been com pleted  
and is  m  f u l l  o p e ra tio n  w h ile  a  new f a c i l i t y  h a s  a ls o  been e r e c te d  
bo le p la c e  th e  o ld  n u rsin g  s t a t i o n  a t  A k la v ik .

A ^ b r e a - t r a i l e r  n u rsin g  s t a t i o n  h as been p la ce d  a t  Rankin  
ла 0 -. t o  re p la c e  th e  o ld  un s 'i l  t a b le  bunk-house accom m odation in  th a t  

ev, em on t. These t r a i l e r  n u rsin g  s t a t i o n s  a r e  p ro rin g  v e r y  s u i ta b le
i Sâ: t i eaieSt e  W itb ^  u n c e r ta in  f u tu re  and two such com p lexes a re

planned f o r  Pond I n l e t  and I g l o o l ik  in  1 9 6 6 .

r



VITAL STATISTICS. N.W.T.
: r r  T.~~ C . 7 , iy r ; ^ Z Z S .^ r r g "  *v t .  '* r / L * r >

FIVE YEAR RUNNING AVERAGE .

34  38 42 46 50 54  58 62 66
W»

YEAR
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TUBERCULOSIS. N.W.T.
NEW ACTIVE CASES
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