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SPORT HUNTING OF MUSKOXEN.

_ ^  * k i r t y - s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  C o u n c i l ,  J a n u a r y  2 U - F e b r u a r y  
.» 1 9 6 6 ,  C o u n c i l  a s k e d  t o  Ъе p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  p a p e r  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  a r g u m e n t s ,

. a r  an d  a g a i n s t  t h e  E s k i m o s  h a v i n g  a  d i r e c t  e k e  i n  "big game h u n t i n g  
o f  m u s k o x e n  and  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d .  ( R e f e r e n c e  p a g e  o f
Volume 1 o f  t h e  D e b a t e s ) .

B e c a u s e  o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g s  o f  m u s k o x e n  b y  w h i t e s  a n d  
E s k i m o s  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  h a d  
d e c r e a s e d  t o  a l a r m i n g l y  lo w  l e v e l s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  t h e i r  c o m p l e t e  
e x t i n c t i o n ,  m u s k o x e n  w e r e  d e c l a r e d  a s  " a  s p e c i e s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  e x t i n c t i o n ” 
an d  i n  1 9 1 7  t h e  t a k e  was s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  
c a r e f u l l y  o b s e r v e d  b y  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  N o r t h ,  b u t  a l s o  s t r i c t l y  
e n f o r c e d  b y  G o v e r n m e n t  A g e n c i e s ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .

A game s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  C a n a d i a n  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  
i n  1 9 d1  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7,500 m u s k o x e n  on t h e  
Queen E l i z a b e t h  I s l a n d s ,  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on  E l l e s m e r e ,
M e l v i l l e ,  B a t h u r s t  an d  A x e l  H e i b e r g  I s l a n d s .  The  s u r v e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
i»he m u s k o x  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  r e a c h e d  a  l e v e l  o f  a b u n d a n c e  t o  p e r m i t  a  
s m a l l  a n n u a l  k i l l .  Based'  on t h e s e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s ,  a  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  C o u n c i l  
was made  d u r i n g  t h e  J u n e ,  1 9 6 5  S e s s i o n  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  h o l d e r  o f  a  G e n e r a l  
H u n t i n g  L i c e n c e  t o  h u n t  m a l e  m u s k o x e n  on A x e l  H e i b e r g ,  B a t h u r s t ,
E l l e s m e r e  an d  M e l v i l l e  I s l a n d s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  d e t r i m e n t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  m u s k o x  p r o t e c t i o n  w e r e  
p o i n t e d  o u t ,  an d  an  a t t e m p t  was  made t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  e v e n  a d h e r e n c e  
t o  a  q u o t a  was  n o t  a d e q u a t e  f o r  a  r a t i o n a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  I t  
i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  t a k e  o f  c o r r e c t  a n i m a l s ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  
t h e  l o n e  n o n - h e r d  h u l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  q u o t a ,  h e  a s s u r e d .
C o n c e r n  was  v o i c e d  w h e t h e r  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  h y  t h e  
E s k i m o .  Mu ek o x en  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d s  a n d  t h e  t a k e  o f  
n o n - h e r d  b u l l s  m i g h t  r e q u i r e  a  h u n t e r  t o  t r a v e l  d i s t a n c é e  i n  e x c e s s  
o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  a  r e g u l a t e d  
k i l l  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  
a  r e s t r i c t e d  t ' a k ë  ■'o f  " m u s k o x e n  by  s p o r t  h u n t e r s  w o u l d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p r o v e  t h e  d e p r e s s e d  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  E s k i m o s ,  i t  was  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s p o r t  h u n t i n g  o f  m u s k o x e n  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  Queen* E l i z a b e t h  
I s l a n d s .

T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  was n o t  b a s e d  on  p u r e l y  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a l o n e  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  game m a n a g e m e n t .  By  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  o n l y  o l d  h u l l s  who h a d  o u t l i v e d  t h e i r  
p u r p o s e  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  
p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  s i n c e  s p o r t  h u n t e r s  
a r e  o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b i g  t r o p h i e s .  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o l d  b u l l s  
e x p f e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  h e r d s  w o u l d  d i e  b i t h i n  a  f e w  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  o r  i n c r e a s e d  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d a t i o n ,  no a c t u a l  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  a n n u a l  h e r d  i n c r e m e n t s  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d .  I t  w o u l d  b e  
s t r i c t l y  a  h a r v e s t  o f  t h e  s u r p l u s  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  ' - O t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  b e  
l o s t  w i t h o u t  a n y  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  E s k i m o  o r  t o  t h e ' h e r d  i t s è l f .
A c c o r d i n g l y  C o u n c i l  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e  a s k e d  t o  
p r e p a r e  a  p a p e r  o u t l i n i n g  a  p l a n  w h e r e b y  t h e  E s k i m o  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  
w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a  s t a k e  i n  t h e  m u sk o x  h e r d s ,  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m u s k o x  b y  s p o r t  h u n t e r s .

I n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Game 
s p e n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  w e e k s  o f  A u g u s t ,  1965 ,  i n  t h e  Queen  E l i z a b e t h  
I s l a n d s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m u s k o x  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  
s p o r t  h u n t i n g  p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
and  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n v o l v e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  E s k i m o s .

A s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  was  made t o  a v o i d  t h e  f o r c i n g  o f  a n  i m m e d i a t e  
d e c i s i o n  on  t h e  E s k i m o .  A f t e r  a  m e e t i n g  a t  R e s o l u t e  B a y ,  t h o s e  who 
a t t e n d e d  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  
a n d  t o  make t h e i r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  when t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w o u l d  r e t u r n  
a f t e r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  d a y s .  As s u c h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  w o u ld  n o t  p r e s e n t  
i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  G r i s e  F i o r d ,  t h e  R . C . M .  P o l i c e  C o n s t a b l e  
a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  was c o n t a c t e d  b y  r a d i o .  The a d v a n t a g e s  o f  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  w e r e  o u t l i n e d  a n d  h e  was a s k e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p l a n  w i t h  t h e  
E s k i m o s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  s o  t h a t  t h e  E s k i m o s
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d id  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  becoming f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s a l  and 
g i v i n g  i t  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The m e e t i n g  a t  G r i s e  F i o r d  was h e l d  
e i g h t  days  a f t e r  t h e  r a d i o  c o n t a c t .

A l l  Eskimos o‘f  b o t h  s e t t l e m e n t s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p l a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  
On h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Queen E l i z a b e t h  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  many r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a n p r o v i d e d  p r o s p e c t i v e  
g u i d e s  v i t h  a b a s i c  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  g u i d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and o b t a i n e d  
t h e  fun dam en ta l  d a t a  needed f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  and c o n d u c t i n g  a s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  p ro gr am .

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  i n c l u d e d  a p r o p o s a l  t o  p e r m i t  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a p l a n  whereby t h e  Eskimo, would p r o f i t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  and t h e  muskox p o p u l a t i o n s  would be s a f e g u a r d e d .  A s s i s t a n c e ,  
g u i d a n c e  and s u p e r v i s i o n ,  were t o  be p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Department  u n t i l  
t h e  Eskimos become r e a d y  t o  t a k e  o v e r  c o m p l e t e l y .

T h is  p r o p o s a l  was b a se d  on a g e n e m l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
f u l l y  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  more c o n c r e t e  f a c t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  r a t i o n a l  
s p o r t  h u n t i n g  prog ra m .  A c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  was t o  be made t o  o b t a i n  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a  from t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  p ro g ra m .

The c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  s p o r t  h u n t i n g  f o r  muskoxen problem and t h e  
d r a s t i c  change from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t s  o f  game management in  t h e  
N or th wes t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  s e e k i n g  t h e  a d v i c e  and and o p i n i o n s  
o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a n d / o r  B r a n c h e s ,  k n ow ledge able  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  so as  
t o  a r r i v e  a t  a d e f i n i t e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n .

A dvi ce  and o p i n i o n s  d i f f e r e d  g r e a t l y .  Al th ou gh  t h e r e  was g e n e r a l  
ag re em ent  on t h e  fu ndam en tal  p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d ,  c e r t a i n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
and c o n f l i c t s  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  and n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e y  
can be r e s o l v e d .

The main d i f f e r e n c e s  were as  f o l l o w s :

I n a d e q u a t e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  With Eskimos

As i t  has  been p o i n t e d  o u t ,  o n l y  Eskimos a t  R e s o l u t e  Bay 
and G r i s e  F i o r d  have been c o n s u l t e d .  T h e re  e x i s t s  a s t r o n g  
argument t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no need t o  c o n s u l t  Eskimos in  o t h e r  
a r e a s  b e c a u s e  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  does  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  
s p o r t  h u n t i n g  in  zones  o t h e r  t h a n  on t h e  Queen E l i z a b e t h  
I s l a n d s .  I t  sh o u ld  he born e i n  mini , h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
Eskimos unaware o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r r a n g e m e n t s  made f o r  t h e  
Queen E l i z a b e t h  I s l a n d s  c o u l d  c o n c e i v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on muskoxen have been a b o l i s h e d  and t h e y t t o o  would commence 
h u n t i n g  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  i s  e B B e n t i a l  t h a t  
a l l  Eskimos he a t  l e a s t  in f o r m e d .

I n a d e q u a t e  Game Management - S t a f f

Concern has  been e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  
Game Management s t a f f  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  pro p o sed  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t o  c o l l e c t  b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a  and t o  recommend a d e q u a t e  
q u o t a s  f o r  a s s u r i n g  a r a t i o n a l ,  c o n t i n u i n g  s p o r t  h u n t i n g  
p ro g ra m .  In c o n t r a s t  t h e  o p i n i o n  has  been v o i c e d  t h a t  i t  
would be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s t a t i o n  a few Game O f f i c e r s  a t  
R e s o l u t e  Bay and G r i s e  F i o r d ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two weeks  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  e e a s o n  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  gu id e  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  
and f o r  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  h u n t .  Game 
O f f i c e r s  would accompany h ù n t e r s  and g u i d e s : i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
and g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  recommending f u t u r e  q u o t a s .

The sec o n d  o p i n i o n ,  b a s e d  on eco n o m ic s  and f u l l  
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  manpower,  a p p e a r s  t o  be a  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t .  
However,  t h e r e  must be t h e  f u l l e s t  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  c^ " p r o j e c t  a r e  not  j e o p a r d i z e d .

I n s u f f i c i e n t  Res j •*- l~ Data  A v a i l a b l e

A u t h e n t i c  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  any  
m e a n i n g f u l  management p ro g ra m .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
Canadian W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  has .  c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  
b i o l o g y  o f  t h e  muskoxen on t h e  Queen E l i z a b e t h  I s l a n d s ,  
and t h a t  knowledge p e r t a i n i n g  t o  numbers ,  age and s e x  
c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  h e r d s  has  been a c c u m u l a t e d ,  i t  i s
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f e l t  t h a t  more r e s e a r c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  p e r m i t t i n g  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g .  The c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n i o n s  as  t o  w h e th e r  t o  go 
ahead o n l y  a f t e r  a d e q u a t e  r e s e a r c h  o r  t o  go ahead on a p l a n  
d e s i g n e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  t h r o u g h  s p o r t  h u n t i n g ,  
a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  r e c o n c i l e d .

Eskimos Are Wot Ye t  Ready t o  Look A f t e r  P r o s p e c t i v e  Big-Game
H unters  P r o p e r l y ________ _____________ • ■ ■ _____________________

T his  i s ; t r u e  and p r e s e n t s  an i n v o l v e d - p r o b l e m .  -A. . 
c e r t a i n  a l e r t n e s s  and memtal a t t i t u d e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u c c e s s 
f u l l y  a r r a n g e  h u n t s ,  c h a r t e r  a i r  c r a f t  and p r o p e r l y  c a t e r  t o  
and g uid e  h u n t e r s .  The Department  w i l l  have  t o  p r o v i d e  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  t r a i n i n g  and s u p e r v i s i o n .  I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  
a c a r e f u l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  many i n t r i n s i c  f a c t o r s  sh o u ld  
be made b e f o r e  a d e c i s i o n  can  be c o n s i d e r e d .

Only Eskimos Should Be Allowed To K i l l  Muskoxen

As o n l y  Eskimos have l i v e d  and hunted In t h e  Canadian Worth 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  c e n t u r i e s ,  and as  t h e i r  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  t o  k i l l  muskoxen has  sa v e d  t h i s  s p e c i e s  from 
e x t i n c t i o n ,  a  s t r o n g  p l e a  i s  made t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  s h o o t i n g  muskoxen e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  Es k im o s .  On t h e  o t h e r  
ha nd,  i t  i s  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h i s  would mean b u i l d i n g  in  s p e c i a l  
r i g h t s  f o r  Eskimos which would be c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  
t o w a rd s  i n t e g r a t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  put  f o r w a r d .  F u r t h e r 
mo re ,  depending on s u r p l u s  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a v e r y  r e s t r i c t e d  
t a k e  o f  muskoxen c o u l d  be a n n u a l l y  p e r m i t t e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
few i n d i v i d u a l s  would b e n e f i t .
By s p o r t  h u n t i n g ,  on t h e  o t h e r h a n d ,  most o f  t h e  Eskimos in  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  would s h a r e  in  t h e  c a s h  b e n e f i t s  as  w e l l  
as  in  t h e  m e a t .

Со_-орз Are Not R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Community As A Whole

I t  h a s  been p ro p o s e d  t h a t  Egkimo C o - o p e r a t i v e s  would be t h e  
l o g i c a l  a g e n c i e s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  p ro gr am .  The c o n f l i c t i n g  argument i s  t h a t  t h e  
C o - o p e r a t i v e s  a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  community.  As 
i t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  C o u n c i l  t h a t  t h e  maximum b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  number o f  Eskimos be a t t a i n e d ,  t h i s  argument must  
be o b j e c t i v e l y  e v a l u a t e d  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  a d e c i s i o n .

Other  C o n f l i c t i n g  Opinions

There a r e  n a t u r a l l y  o t h e r  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n i o n s  such a s :  open
s e a s o n ,  adequacy o f  h u n t e r s ’ ac co m m o d at io n ,  l i c e n c e  and 
t r o p h y  f e e s ,  e t c .  These c o n f l i c t s ,  a l t h o u g h  a g g r a v a t i n g  
t h e  e n t i r e  p r o b le m ,  a r e  o f  minor  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and can  be 
r e s o l v e d  be c o n s u l t a t i o n .  R e s o l v i n g - c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n i o n s ,  
which in  p a r t  may be b a s e d  on e m ot io ns  o r  on p u r e l y  f i n a n c i a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  b e c a u s e  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  
has become b i a s e d  a n d / o r  d i s t o r t e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  
p ro p o s e d  program must be c o m p a t i b l e  a s  f a r  a s  i s  p o s s i b l e  
w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  and economic  needs o f  t h e  Eskimo p e o p l e  
as  w e l l  as  w i t h  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  game management and c o n s e r v a t i o n .

C o n c l u s i o n

B e c a u s e  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  meaning  
and p u rp o se  of any p r o g r a m ,  t h e r e  exists t h e  g e n e r a l  consensus 
t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  muskox r a n g e  sh o u ld  be 
c o n s u l t e d  and info rm ed b e f o r e  i n s t i t u t i n g  a s p o r t  h u n t i n g  
prôgram for muskox. Consultation with Eskimos w i l l  always
be d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  many f a r - s c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t s .

As a  f i r s t  s t e p  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a p a p e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  I s l a n d s  P r e s e r v e  has  been d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  number o f  p e r s o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  The main e f f e c t s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  a b o l i t i o n  
were o u t l i n e d ,  and on an accompanying l e t t e r ,  i s  was r e q u e s t e d
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t o  g i v e  t h i s  p a p e r  w i d e s t  p u b l i c i t y .

As a f o l l o w - u p ,  a  p a p e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m u sk o x  
s i t u a t i o n  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  E s k i m o  l a n g u a g e  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  E s k i m o  S e t t l e m e n t s .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  p a p e r  e x p l a i n i n g  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  r e c o v e r y ,  
p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  and  e c o n o m i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  m u s k o x e n  
f o r  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  u n d e r  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  and  o u t l i n i n g  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t ,  b e n i f i t s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
S p o r t  h u n t i n g ,  e t c . ,  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
an d  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  k e e p  i n  c l o s e r  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  w h o se  w e l f a r e  t h e y  a r e  g r e a t l y  
c o n c e r n e d .

A f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be made t o  C o u n c i l  when s u f f i c i e n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  becomes a v a i l a b l e  upon which recom mendations  
f o r  a c t i o n  can be b a s e d .
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