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Review of 19б5 Mackenzie District
Activities for the Council of the

florthweat Territories_______/
/

A l l  th e  p u b l ic  se rvan ts  o f  th e  N orthern  A d m in is t r a t io n  Branch in  th e  
Mackenzie D i s t r i c t  extend t o  th e  C ouncil t h e i r  warmest g re e t in g s  and bes t  
wishes f o r  a s u c e s s fu l  S ess io n .

At th e  January 1966 Session o f  Council»  members expressed app ro va l  
o f  th e  re p o r t  from th e  A d m in is t ra to r  o f  th e  A r c t i c ,  p resen ted  as S e s s io n a l  
Paper No. 1 9 ,  and asked f o r  a s im i l a r  r e p o r t  from th e  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t .

Th is  R eport w i l l  undertake  t o  o u t l in e  some Of th e  a c t i v i t i e s  and events  
o f  th e  y e a r  1965 in  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  M ackenzie . I t  w i l l  not a ttem p t to  
cover subsequent events in  th e  f i r s t  two q u a r te rs  o f  1966 , both  because 
o f  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  d is c e rn in g  broad tre n d s  when much s i g n i f i c a n t  
in fo r m a t io n  is  not y e t  a v a i l a b l e ,  and because o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i ts  o f  
lo o k in g  a t  th e  t o t a l  y e a r ,  r e c e n t l y  p a s t ,  in  i t s  broad p e r s p e c t iv e .

A rem inder m ight be u s e f u l ,  from th e  o u t s e t ,  t h a t  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
h eadquarte rs  o f  t h i s  D i s t r i c t  i s  lo c a te d  a t  F o r t  Smith in  th e  N orthwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  A d m in is t r a t iv e  s e rv ic e s  are  p ro v id e d  t o  both th e  F e d e ra l  
and th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Governments in  the  c a r ry in g  out o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and to  t h i s  end f i e l d  s t a f f  a re  p ro v id ed  in  such d iv e rs  
areas as e d u c a t io n ,  w e l f a r e ,  game management, m u n ic ip a l  a f f a i r s ,  h o u s in g ,  
f o r e s t r y ,  e n g in e e r in g ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent. The D i s t r i c t  i t e e l f  
i s  d iv id e d  in t o  th r e e  R eg ions , w i th  O f f ic e s  lo c a te d  a t  F o r t  S m ith ,  
Y e l lo w k n i f e ,  and In u v i k .  S m a lle r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  u h i t e ,  A re a s ,  have o f f i c e s  
lo c a te d  a t  a number o f  s e t t le m e n ts  w i t h in  th e  D i s t r i c t .  The F o r t  Smith  
Rè'gion, f o r  exam ple, m a in ta in s  Area O f f ic e s  a t  Hay R iv e r ,  F o r t  Simpson,
Pine P o in t ,  and F o r t  Smith i t s e l f .

One o f  the  fu n c t io n s  o f  a p u b l ic  s e rv ic e  is  t o  l i n k  d ec is io n -m a k in g  
and p o l ic y  w i th  s p e c ia l i z e d  knowledge and s k i l l s .  As such, th e  p e rso n n e l  
o f th e  N o rth e rn  A d m in is t ra t io n  Branch, b e ing  T e r r i t o r i a l  as w e l l  as 
F e d e ra l  p u b l ic  s e rv a n ts ,  stand ready a t a l l  t im es t o  a s s is t  th e  C ounc il  
o f  th e  Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s  w i th  w hatever knowledge and s k i l l s  th e y  may 
possess, in  th e  prom otion and c o - o r d in a t io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and 
s o c ia l  development in  the  N o rth .

Education  f

The development o f  an advanced e d u c a t io n a l  system is  one o f  th e  m ajor  
p r e r e q u is i t e s  o f  s o c ia l  p rogress in  the  N o r th .  To t h i s  end, te a c h e r  
co n fe re n c e s ,  and p h y s ic a l  expansion o f  f a c i l i t i e s ,  th e  development o f  
programs and approaches geared to  N orthern  l i f e ,  and te a c h e r  r e c ru i tm e n t  
are  a l l  seen as e s s e n t ia l  to  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  g r e a t e r  e d u c a t io n a l  com­
petence in  th e  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t .

By the  end o f  1965 , 33 schoole were in  o p e ra t io n  in  th e  Mackenzie  
D i s t r i c t ,  o f  which 28 were F e d e ra l  Day Schoo ls . S tudent enrolm ent  
numbered U,867 ( c f .  3*-U75 in  1963 ) ,  and th e  breakdown in  terms o f  o r i g i n  
was as fo l lo w s  :

Eskimo -  891
In d ia n  -  1 , 2U8 
Other -  2.728
T o t k l  -  k .867

P u p i l  res idences  throughout th e  D i s t r i c t  were f i l l e d  t o  c a p a c i t y ,  
except in  F o r t  McPherson, and c e r t a in  a p p l ic a n ts  had to  be re fu s e d



adm ission because o f  la c k  o f  s p a c e .  In a l l  l , l U 0  s tu d e n ts  were l i v i n g  
in  h o s t e l s  by December. In a d d it io n  t o  r e g u l a r  sch o o l  s t u d e n ts ,  7 Eskimos,
2 I n d ia n s ,  and 85 o th e r  p ersons were ta k in g  a d u lt  academic corresp on d en ce
c o u r s e s .

Absenteeism continued t o  be a p e rp le x in g  q u estio n  f o r  th e  D i s t r i c t *
In c e r t a i n  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  r e g u l a r i t y  of  a tte n d a n ce  was comparable to  t h a t  
in  th e  South* In o t h e r s ,  however, a number o f  f a m i l i e s  provided c o n s ta n t  
problem s. For exam ple, te e n a g e  g i r l s ,  many w ith more than a grade 7 
ed u catio n  were kept home for purposes such as baby s i t t i n g .  M oreover, p u p il  
r e s id e n c e s  were s t i l l  fa ce d  w ith  a s i t u a t i o n  in  which some s tu d e n ts  vent  
home f o r  C hristm as and did  not r e t u r n .  I t  was noted t h a t  a t  F o r t  Simpson 
th e  most s e r io u s  a tte n d a n ce  problems in volved  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  Indian  f a m il i e s  
in  which th e  breadwinner was s t e a d i l y  employed* At Tuktoyaktuk a p.m.
curfew was e n fo rce d  during A p r i l ,  May, and J u n e ,  when th e  2U-hour d a y lig h t  
p e rio d  cau ses  sch ool a tte n d a n ce  to  f a l l .

E a r ly  in  19б5* te a c h e r  co n fe re n ce s  were held  in  th e  th r e e  R egione.  
S p e c i a l i s t s  in  f i e l d s : :o f  e d u ca tio n  r e l a t e d  t o  c o n d it io n s  ih th e  North  
a tte n d e d  th e  c o n fe re n ce s  and c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  d ls c u s s iô n a  and 
e v a lu a t io n s  o f  te a c h in g  problem s.1 M oreover, most o f  th e  s e n io r  o f f i c e r s  
o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  E d u cation  D iv is io n  a tte n d e d  Department&l Management co u rse s  
in  Ottawa and Edmonton e a r l y  in  th e  year»* These co u rse s  were thorough and 
p rovided a good o u t l i n e  o f  th e  D epartm en t's  management p la n s .

At th e  end of th e  sch o o l y e a r  in  J u n e ,  52 r e s i g n a t i o n s  from a t o t a l  
te a c h in g  s t a f f  o f  207 were r e c e i v e d .  Of t h e s e ,  31 were v o lu n ta ry  r e s i g n ­
a t i o n s  ten d ered  by th o se  wishing t o  le a v e  th e  D i s t r i c t  e d u c a t io n a l  system .
The others were.forced to leave for personal or health reasons. In a con­
sequent coast to ooast recruiting tour the District Superintendent held approximately 250 interviews with interested applicants. However, problems 
arose because candidates were interviewed prior to the adjustments affect­
in g  salaries and holidays which cAme into effect in July. At the time of 
recruitment salaries offered were not competitive with those of other school systems.

The Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s  T e a ch e rs '  A s s o c ia t io n  reach ed  a working 
agreement with th e  Department hy which th e  te a c h e r s *  r e g u la r  term  o f  duty  
was reduced from 12 months to  10 months ( 2 0 6  days) w ith no re d u c t io n s  in  
s a l a r y .  This brought them a s te p  c l o s e r  t o  th e  number o f  te a c h in g  days  
worked hy e d u ca to rs  a c r o s s  Canada. P r o v is io n  f o r  pay was made should  
t e a c h e r s  wish t o  work on s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  during th e  simmer, th e re b y  con­
t r i b u t i n g  t h e i r  e k i l l s  to  D i s t r i c t  developm ent•

In th e  c a s e  o f  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and expansion con­
t i n u e d ,  w ith a new sch o o l a t  Pine P o in t  being put i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ,  and 
e x t r a  classro o m  space being provided in  such s e t t le m e n ts  as Hay B i v e r ,
In u v ik ,  Coppermine, and F o r t  Smith. The new p u b lic  sch o o l  a t  Yellowknife  
was opened during th e  y e a r ,  and i t s  d e s ig n ,  which i s  v ery  modern, provided  
a co m p lete ly  new look in  sch o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  th e  n o r th .

V o c a tio n a l  E d u catio n  co u rse s  under te n  d i f f e r e n t  programs were a v a i l ­
a b le  t o  r e s i d e n t s  of  th e  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t .  In t o t a l ,  ap p ro xim ately  500 t 
r e s i d e n t s  underwent t r a i n i n g  during th e  y e a r .  Those a t  th e  p o s t -h ig h  
sch o o l l e v e l  a tte n d e d  co u rse s  In Armed F o rc e s  S c h o o ls ,  Trade S ch ools and 
T e c h n ic a l  I n s t i t u t e s  In  ; so u th e rn  Canada, w hile  th o se  below th e  high sch o o l  
g ra d u a tio n  l e v e l  took  t r a i n i n g  in th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  co u rsé e  a t  S i r  John  
F ra n k lin  S c h o o l ,  s p e c i a l  o c c u p a t io n a l  co u rse s  under th e  a u sp ice s  o f  th e  
sc h o o ls  in  Inuvik and F o r t  Smith and through s p e c i a l  s h o r t  co u rse s  arran ged  
a t  many s e t t le m e n ts  throughout th e  D i s t r i c t .  During th e  y e a r
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108 diffe r e n t  courses were off e r e d  in a d diton to N i ght Scho o l  courses 
a r r a n g e d  for adults in the various settlements.

S e l e c t i o n  and P l a c e m e n t  O f f i c e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  over 1,000 persons 
l o oking for empl o y m e n t  and w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  in o b t a i n i n g  w o r k  for over 
300. In a d d i t i o n , the S e l e c t i o n  and Placement Officers car r i e d  out their 
norm a l  duties of selecting 'residents for t r a i n i n g  courses and m a d e  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s  to p l a c e  t h e m  in e m p l o y m e n t  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  on graduation.

Over U0 app r e n t i c e s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  in the D i s t r i c t ,  a n u m b e r  w i t h  p r i v a t e  
.employers and the r e m a i n d e r  wi t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of n o r t h e r n  Affairs. All 
of t h ese a p p r e n t i c e s  were a s s i s t e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  to t a k e  T h e o r y  Courses in 
S o u t h e r n  C a n a d a  during the year. Also, d u r i n g  the y e a r  the 100th 
T e r r i t o r i a l  J o u r n e y m a n  C e r t i f i c a t e  was issued. T h ese c e r t i f i c a t e s  are 
i s s u e d  by means of e x a minations w h i c h  are d e v e l o p e d  by V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
Officers and a d m i n i s t e r e d  by District Vocation. Educa t i o n  Btaff. T h r e e  
a d d i t i o n a l  n o r t h e r n  o c c u p a t i o n s  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  and a d d e d  to the A p p r e n t i c e ­
ship P r o g r a m  and a fur t h e r  five are in process.

Small Bu s i n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  Courses we r e  c o n d u c t e d  for b u s i n e s s  me n  
in Fort S 0 i t h  and Inuvik, w i t h  a t o t a l  of Uo per s o n s  t a k i n g  part in the 
two courses c o n d u c t e d  at each place. F u r t h e r  courses are p l a n n e d  u n d e r  
this program.

A  C o m m e r c i a l  S p e c i a l i s t  wa s  h i r e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the C o m m e r c i a l 
T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the M a c k e n z i e  D i s t r i c t  and, as a result 
of this report, coursée in the t h ree Sen i o r  S e c o n d a r y  Schools have b e e n  
r e v i s e d  an d  a d d i t i o n a l  e q u i p m e n t  has been p u r c h a s e d .  The Sir J o h n  F r a n k l i n  
School is n o w  able to conduct a full C o m m e r c i a l  p r o g r a m  up to the Sen i o r  
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  level.

Most of the D i s t r i c t ' s  u n i v e r s i t y  students r e t u r n e d  N o r t h  in M a y  and 
all wh o  did so w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  in o b t a i n i n g  sum m e r  employ m e n t .  D u r i n g  
the s c h o o l ; y e a r  b e g i n n i n g  in S e p t e m b e r ,  38 stude n t s  (cf. 2 U in 1 9 6 3 ) w e r e  
in a t t e n d a n c e  at p r o v i n c i a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  All of these w e r e  a s s i s t e d  by 
grants.'for t u i t i o n  and o ther costs. Some r e c e i v e d  loans to aid t h e m  in 
p a y i n g  room and board.

Pr o j e c t s  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  in o t h e r  v a r i e d  and d i v e r s e  areas. F i s h i n g  
and h u n t i n g  g u ide courses, i n s t r u c t i o n  in t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of high qu a l i t y  
printB for H o l m a n  l e i a n d  craftsmen, and a labo u r  force survey dur i n g  the 
summer we r e  all c a r r i e d  out. The l a b o u r  force s u r v e y  a i med at h e l p i n g  
assess the effec t i v e n e s s  of p o e t - t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  at p r o v i d i n g  a 
guide to t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be u s e f u l  in p r e p a r i n g  r e s i d e n t s  for fore­
seeable Job opportunities.

E d u c a t i o n  in the N o r t h  implies the b r o a d e s t  k i nds of social d e v e l o p ­
ment. The e x t r a o r d i n a r y  scope is d i c t a t e d  hy e x t r a o r d i n a r y  needs.

Soc i a l  Conditions

Just as e d u c a t i o n a l  advance indi c a t e s  social d e v e l o p m e n t  in the N o r t h ,  
so the state of h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  a c t ivities p r o v i d e s  an index of the 
trends of Bocial cond i t i o n s  in N o r t h e r n  society. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
adequate f a c i lities for h e a l t h  services is s e c o n d  in i m p o r t a n c e  only to 
the p r o v i s i o n  of such services. At Aklavi-k, a ne w  N u r s i n g  S t a t i o n  was 
s c h e d u l e d  for c o m p l e t i o n  by 1 9 6 6 , c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m m e n c i n g  S e p t e m b e r  20,1965. 
This new, t w o — storey b u i l d i n g  was to serve the p u r p o s e s  of any m o d e r n  
Heal t h  Centre. At Hay River, c o n s t r u c t i o n  of»the n e w  Н.Я. W i l l i a m s  M e m o r i a l  
H o s p i t a l  was begun, wi t h  the op e n i n g  of the 22-hed h o s p i t a l  set for the
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f o r  th e  S p r in g  o f  1965 . The town was adv ised  t h a t ,  w i th  th e  new h o s p i t a l  
coming in t o  o p e r a t io n ,  p ro v is io n s  were b.ei8B made f o r  th e  h i r i n g  o f  a 
second d o c to r  f o r  th e  Hay R iv e r  A rea . I n  Y e l lo w k n i fe  the  town c a l le d ,  
f o r  Tenders f o r  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  a new 35*bed h o s p i t a l ;

s e rv ic e s  were p ro v id e d  in  a. v e ry  thorough fa s h io n  f o r  
Mackenzie r e s id e n ts  i n  most com m unities. In  many s e t t le m e n t s ,  r o u t in e  
p h y s ic a l  exam inations  werermade o f  a l l  school c h i ld r e n ,  x —ra y  surveys  
reached la r g e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  and th e  e f f e c t s  o f  v a c c in a t io n  
programs were f a r - r e a c h in g .  S p e c ia l  thanks a re  due, in  many in s t a n c e s . 
to  those Community Heal t h  workers who t i r e l e s s l y  canvassed g re a t  members 

homes in  t h e i r  a re a s .  A new program on m enta l h e a l t h  was i n s t i g a t e d ,  
and f u r t h e r  comments on i t  must a w a it  i t s  b e in g  worked out in  p r a c t i c e .

I t  must be m entioned , h o w e v e r , .  t h a t  h y g ie n ic  s tandards  o f te n  are  
not met in  many s e t t le m e n ts ,  and t h a t  ho u s in g , a p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  
problem in  th e  W orth , i s  o f t e n  a d e f i n i t e  h e a l t h  hazard  f o r  many o f  our 
In d ia n  and Eskimo péopjLès. The s tan d ard  o f  d e n ta l  h e a l t h  among th e  a d u l t  
p o p u la t io n  was s t i l l  v e ry  low in  1965 in  many a re a s .

Basic t o  th e  t o t a l  program o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  S e rv ic e s  was t h a t  o f  
S o c ia l  A s s is ta n c e ,  which c o n s t i t u t e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  work 
u n i t s  f o r  W e lfa re  p e rs o n n e l .  These work u n i t s  were expended, f o r  th e  
most p a r t ,  on a d m in is t r a t io n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t r a v e l  f o r  in t e r v ie w s ,  and 
l ia ison w i th  d is c ip l in e s  on a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  b a s is .  The two broad c a te g o r ie  
o f  th<^e receiving a s s is ta n c e  were th e  unemployed employables (on a s h o r t  
term  b a s is )  and th e  unemployed ипещр1оуаЬ1ев. (on a long  te rm  b a s is ) .

'tbe F o r t  Smith R eg io n , a s s is ta n c e  payments f o r  1 9 6 5  decreased  
by o l # , p r i m a r i l y  because off th e  in c re a s e  i n  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  
economic g ro w th , and th e  increase in tso-oper a t  i v e  p r o je c t s .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
i n  an a re a  e x p e r ie n c in g  a sudden t h r u s t  o f  economic exp an s io n , problems  
o f  in ad eq u ate  housing and in c re a s e d  l i v i n g  costs are  o f te n  a c u te .  Com­
m unity  development programs appeared t o  have been w o r th w h i le .

O ther aspects o f  th e  W e lfa re  program became in c r e a s in g ly  im p o rta n t  
in  t h a t  y e a r .  Much t im e ,  e f f o r t ,  and p la n n in g  was seen as e s s e n t ia l  fo r  
th e  development o f  adequate c h i l d  p r o t e c t io n  s e rv ic e s  and f o s t e r  care  
programs. There was an in c re a s e d  need f o r  ad o p tio n  homes because o f  th e  
r i s e  in  i l l e g i t i m a t e  b i r t h s  and c h i ld r e n  coming in t o  c a re .  Inadequate  
resources f o r  C h i ld  W e lfa re  S e rv ic e s  was a p p a re n t ,  and o f t e n  h o s te ls  
were ueed as a tem porary  re co u rce  f o r  c h i ld r e n  i n  e x tre m e ly  n e g le c te d  
c ircu m B tапсев. As w e l l ,  t h e r e  was a n -e v id e n t  n e e d ; fo r  in c re a s e d  casework  
services f o r  th e  unm arr ied  m other.

At. th e  h ead q u arte rs  l e v e l  encourag ing  progress was made in  the  de*- 
velopment o f  s e v e ra l  new or expanded w e l f a r e  programs in c lu d in g  th e  
T e r r i t o r i a l  A lco h o l E d u ca tio n  Program, a F iv e  Year Program f o r  th e  Ex­
te n s io n  o f  S e rv ic e s  t o . t h e  Aged and f i n a l l y ,  th e  development o f  Residences  
f o r  S in g le  Employable P eo p le .

A p art  from th e  appointm ent o f  a D i r e c t o r  to  head up th e  A lcoho l  
Education  Program th e r e  was n o - f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  under th e s e  new programs  
du rin g  t h i s  p e r io d .  A l l  th r e e  program s, however, a re  now a t  th e  p o in t  
o f  im p lem en ta t io n  and w i l l  be m entioned i n  th e  next r e p o r t  t o  C o u n c i l .
The f i e l d  o f  F am ily  W e l fa r e ,  to o ,  was in c r e a s in g ly  c a l l i n g  f o r  more 
a t t e n t i o n .  M a r i t a l  d is c o r d ,  c h i ld  n e g le c t ,  J u v e n i le  d e l in q u e n c y ,  
a lc o h o l is m , and community! u n re s t '  6ften>. develop  from s i t u a t io n s  i n  which  
g e n e ra l  fa m i ly  breakdown o ccu rs . Such a breakdown is  w e l l  known in



5

s o c i e t i e s ,  ana i s  l in k e d  to  such f a c t o r s  as economic growth  
and th e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a wage economy. The H orth  seemed t o  show, more
! ™ . BOr* , -,t h f  sy",I ,toes o f  such a s o c ie t y ,  and i t  became in c r e a s in g ly  

p p aren t l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  an in c re a s e  in  pe rso n n e l t o  p ro v id e  th e  necessary  
casework s e rv ic e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

A la c k  o f  t im e ,  p e rs o n n e l ,  and adequate f a c i l i t i e s  meant t h a t  th e  
c o r r e c t io n  Program co n tin u ed  t o  p re s e n t  th e  Department w i th  a d i f f i c u l t
+ 1П A c o m c t i o n  Program was p lanned  f o r  th e  f u t u r e ,  however,
t h a t  would c lo se  e x is t in g  gaps in  s p e c ia l i z e d  care  and caeework s e rv ic e s  

o v e v e r ,  so l i t t l e  t im e  has been a v a i l a b le  to  p re s e n t  perso n n e l t h a t ,  
?7r?-.W lth  e B a e a t ia l  o u ts id e  s e rv ic e s  s u p p l ie d ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  work saw 
l i t t l e  p rogress  in  1965 y e a r  i n  term s o f  o v e r a l l  adequacy.

S erv ice s

We a re  ab le  to  f u r t h e r  e v a lu a te  p re s e n t  s o c ia l  c o n d it io n s  in  th e  
M ackenzie by lo o k in g  a t  developments in  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
the. soex-dlcserTirices: p ro v id e d  to  th e  l o c a l  p e o p le .

In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  ed u ca t io n  
and h e a l t h ,  o th e r  community p r o je c ts  gave focus t o  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  
d iv e rs e  f a c i l i t i e s  p e rfo rm in g  a whole range o f  f u n c t io n s .  In  F o r t  L ia r d ,  
w ir in g  was i n s t a l l e d  in  th e  new Community H a l l ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  commenced 
in  t h a t  lo g  b u i ld in g .  C o n s tru c t io n  on the Community H a l l  a t  Cantung 
£ Tungsten) began, and t i e  1965 Chriatm as Concert was h e ld  in  th e  new 
b u i ld in g .  Rae a ls o  opened th e  doors o f  i t s  new and v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e  
r i g i d  frame Community H a l l .  The F o r t  Simpson C e n te n n ia l  Committee began 
to  drew up p lans  f o r  i t s  p a rk  and p layground  p ro J e c t ;a s  d id  Hahanni B u t te .

n g ineB ring  programs eav t h e  completion o f  new powerhouse and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
systems across th e  D i s t r i c t ,  new warehouse and s to re s  b u i ld in g s ,  w a t e r l in e  
and f i r e  h yd ran t  system s, road  m aintenance program s, W in te r  Works programs 
I such as th e  emergency a i r s t r i p  p r o je c t  a t  F o r t  Simpson), r e p a i r c o f  
s t r u c t u r a l  d e fe c ts  in  h o s te ls  and school complexes, as w e l l  as a host o f  
o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  One p a r t i c u l a r  s e r v ic e ,  th e  Eskimo Loan Fund, was used 
to  a l i m i t e d  e x te n t  f o r  such purposes as th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  low cost  
houses and the  purchase o f  equipm ent.

C o n s tru c t io n  was completed on th e  Dew L ine  in  th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f  
th e  y e a r ,  and th e  new communication network was t e s t e d .  Using T e r r i t o r i a l  
money, 3,T0D f e e t  o f  new road were carved  out in  T u k to y a k tu k ,  d o u b lin g  th e  
t o t a l  road fo o tag e  in  th e  s e t t le m e n t .  At A k la v ik  a p i l o t  Low Cost Housing 
P r o je c t  was i n i t i a t e d  to  t e s t  th e  f e a s a b i l i t y  o f  p r e c u t t in g  l o c a l  lumber  
t o  r e q u ire d  dimensions f o r  q u ic k  assembly. P lans were f o r  22 such u n i ts  
to  be erected! A t Y e l lo w k n i f e ,  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Medium S e c u r i t y  J a i l  was 
under c o n s tru c t io n  on th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  th e  town.

The go ld  mines o f  th e  Y e l lo w k n i fe  a r e a ,  a long w i th  income from o i l  
a t  Norman W e l ls ,  remained th e  m ajor d o l la r -p r o d u c e r s  in  th e  M ackenzie .
The b u lk  o f  th e o p o p u la t io n  rem ained supported  by a s u b s is ten ce  economy, 
p a r t i a l l y  dependent on w e l f a r e ,  h u n t in g ,  and t r a p p in g .

A s i g n i f i c a n t  even t i n  th e  m in e ra l  development o f  th e  Y e l lo w k n i fe  
Region occurred  e a r l y  i n  th e  y e a r  when Echo Bay Mines on G rea t Bear Lake 
shipped i t s  f i r s t  s i l v e r  concedhrate  south f o r  r e f i n i n g .  Reports  from  
th e  f i v e  producing  mines ( c f .  th re e  in  1963) shoved good r e s u l t s .  Gold  
p ro d u c t io n  and men employed (about 825) had in c re a s e d  s l i g h t l y ,  and 
a c c id e n t  s e v e r i t y  and frequency  were down, G ia n t ,  Con, T u n d ra , D is c o v e ry ,  
and Echo Bay a l l  p r e d ic te d  c o n t in u in g  success f o r  the  fo l lo w in g  y e a r .

... 6
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The la r g e s t  s ta k in g  rush in  many years  took  p la c e  in  the  Pine P o in t  
A re a ,  commencing about O ctober. The M in ing  Recorder's  O ff ic e  a t  Y e l lo v k n i f e  
was swamped by c la im s ,  and i t  proved necessary  t o  open a s u b - o f f i c e  a t  
Hay R iv e r .  Between October 1 and December 3 1 ,  1 1 , 69*» c la im s v e re  s taked  
and recorded  ( c f .  ap p ro x im a te ly  3 ,0 0 0  in  1 9 б З ) .  D uring  th e  same p e r io d ,  

c la im  tags  were sold,' E x t ra  s t a f f  vas engaged to  d e a l  w i t h  th e
ru s h .

The Canada Tungsten Mine began i t s  o p e ra t io n s  a g a in  in  1965 , and by 
•che f o u r t h  q u a r te r  o f  th e  y e a r  was producing  a t  f u l l  c a p a c i ty .  I t  was 
p ro cess in g  ap p ro x im a te ly  300 tons o f  o re -b e a r in g  rock  p e r  day , from v h ic h  
9 tons o f  c o n c e n tra te  could  be g le a n e d . The u n i t  p r ic e  f o r  Tungsten had 

* mmedi a'te  f u t u r e  f o r  t h i s  mine appeared v e ry  b r i g h t .
The F o r t  Simpson Area saw p re p a ra to ry  a c t i v i t i e s  by o i l  and gas companies 
in  th e  T ro u t Lake and F o r t  L ia r d  a re a s .  At l e a s t  fo u r  d r i l l in g  r ig s  ve re  
a n t ic ip a t e d  t o  be. in  o p e ra t io n  e a r l y  i n  1966 .

Judging by re p o r ts  from th e  Y e l lo v k n i f e  Region th e  P ro s p e c to r 's  
A ss is tan ce  Program vas v e i l  subscribed  to  d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  and found to  
°6 o f  Уа1ив ‘ However, bes ides  c e r t a in  m in e ra l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  such p laces  
as R ichards Is la n d  ( o i l  and g a s ) ,  th e  main hopes o f  many Mackenzie re s id e n ts  
remained dependent on t r a p p in g ,  h u n t in g ,  and f i s h i n g .

E a r ly  in  th e  season, p rospects  f o r  a good f u r  hunt were in  e v id en ce .  
B u t, as th e  w in t e r  p ro g ressed , i t  became obvious t h a t  the  economic con­
t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  would be l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than  in  p rev io u s  y e a r s .  
P r ic e s  shoved advances on some s p e c ie s ,  n o ta b ly  marten and ly n x .  In  th e  
f i n a l  a n a ly s is ,  though , th e re  vas seen to  be a g e n e ra l  decrease in  f u r  
reven u e , r e s u l t i n g  from bo th  a reduced h a rv e s t  and lo v e r  p r ic e s .  The y e a r  
1964/65 sav a n e t revenue o f  $ 1 ,5  0 0,00U g leaned from t r a p p in g ,  w h i le  1963/6U  
had n e t te d  $ 1 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  S ea l and p o la r  bear s k in  revenue in c re a s e d ,  w h i le ,  
f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  revenue on a l l  o th e r  spec ies  d e c l in e d .  T h is  meant t h a t  
t ra p p in g  income in  th e  A r c t ic  and c o a s ta l  areas remained r e l a t i v e l y  un­
changed, w h i le  such income in  f o r e s te d  areas was d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced.

In  o rd e r  to  pu t th e  t ra p p in g  e v a lu a t io n s  and s t a t i s t i c s  in  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  
i t  m ight be wise to  note th e  f ig u r e s  r e s u l t i n g  from a h a rves t  in  the  
A k la v ik  A rea . By December, 1*3 persons ve re  a c t i v e l y  t r a p p in g ,  a normal  
f ig u r e  f o r  th e  p as t few y e a rs .  Some o f  these  v e re  not o v e r ly  a c t i v e ,  though  
h ig h e r  p r ic e s  did. make th e  business more a t t r a c t i v e .  In  some cases , la c k  
o f  s u f f i c i e n t  and p ro p er t ra p s  posed a d e t e r r e n t .  M oreover, la c k  o f  la r g e  
t ra p s  prevented воте from ta k in g  any ly n x ,  r e l a t i v e l y  p l e n t i f u l  even on th e  
D e l t a  p la i n s .  The t o t a l  va lu e  o f  fu rs  so ld  approxim ated  o n ly  $ 7 ,9 0 0  f o r  
th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f  1965 .

Th is  would in d ic a t e  a d e c l in e  in  numbers and v a lu e  o f  sea ls  and mink  
from th e  p rev io u s  ye a r  vhen about 50 persons shared a t o t a l  t r a p p in g  income 
o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  $1*0,000. However, Im p o rta n t  t r a p p in g  may be t o  the  
Mackenzie economy, f ig u r e s  seem to  in d ic a t e  t h a t ,  by i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  not 
s u f f i c i e n t  to  support even a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  i n d iv id u a ls .

At c e r t a in  s e t t le m e n ts  c a r ib o u  w e r e : a v a i l a b le , and t h i s  meat proved  
o f  c o n s id e ra b le  v a lu e  to  th e  l o c a l  p e o p le .  To th e  n o r th ,  th e  run g f  
Char vas d is a p p o in t in g  d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  w h i le  income from W h i te f is h  was 
not l a r g e .  Commercial f i s h in g  was a ttem pted  by a Hay R iv e r  concern but  
was, on th e  w ho le , u n s u c c e s s fu l .  Income d e r iv e d  by l o c a l  f isherm en from 
t h i s  source vas s m a l l .  T h is  holde t r u e  f o r  in d i v i d u a l  f is h e rm e n ,  a lthough  
th e  company as a vh o le  d id  f in d  th e  o p e ra t io n  p r o f i t a b l e .

...7
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A n o n - re a iden t b ig  game h u n t in g  season vas opened on August 1 in  the  
M acken iie  M ounta ins , and a b ig  game gu ide  t r a i n i n g  course vas h e ld  in  vh ic h  
13 t r a in e e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  The season c losed  out in  O c to b er ,  th e  13 guides  
hav ing  been employed f o r  532 man—days a t  a t o t a l  s a la r y  o f ap p ro x im a te ly  
$ 7 »000. I t  vas e s t im a te d  t h a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  $100 ,0 00  vas p a id  by hunters  
i n  o u t f i t t e r  fe e s .  I t  vas a n t ic ip a t e d  t h a t  n o n -re s id e n t  b ig  game h u n t in g  
v o u ld  become an im p o rta n t  f a c t o r  in  the  Mackenzie economy.

Tourism 1965 -  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t

A h ig h l ig h t  vas th e  a d d i t io n  o f  s t a f f  t o  th e  N.W.T. T o u r is t  O f f i c e  
p ro v id in g  a S e n io r  T o u r is t  Development O f f i c e r r i n  Ottawa v i t h  D i s t r i c t  
O f f ic e r s  f o r i  the  M ackenzie and B a s te rn  A r c t i c .

O ther h ig h l ig h t s  were the  paseing  o f  th e  T r a v e l  and Outdoor R e c re a t io n  
Ordinance to  ensure an o r d e r ly  and s ta b le  development o f  th e  in d u s t r y ;  
opening o f  n o n - re s id e n t  b ig  game h u n tin g  in  th e  M ackenzie Mountains w i th  
a p p ro x im a te ly  75 Hunters ta k in g  t r i p s  to  th e  a re a .  The im p lem en ta t io n  of a 
T r a v e l  Development Survey focused a t t e n t io n  on th e  Mackenzie Highway-System  
because o f  a need f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  and a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  a u t o - t o u r i s t s .  The 
e s t im a te d  t o t a l  number o f  v i s i t o r s  to  th e  M ackenzie D i s t r i c t  in  1 9 6 5  was 
5 , 0 0 0 .

There were s i g n i f i c a n t  developments in  th e  a re a  o f  prom otion v i t h  th e  
T o u r is t  o f f ic e :  sponsoring two W r i te r s  Tours t V  th e  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t .
T o t a l  i n q u i r i e s  from p o t e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s  to  th e  N .W .T . processed by the  
N .W .T .T .O .  i n  19б5 was over 1 0 ,0 0 0 .  Our p ro m o tio n a l  pamphlets ( T r a v e l ЦЬП^З^п 
and I g l o o ,  H unting th e  F a r  Nobbh, A n g lin g  t o  the  A r c t i c )  have been re v is e d  
and r e p r in t e d .  The f i r s t  t r a v e l  p o s te rs  have been produced and th e  T o u r is t  
O f f ic e  has d is p la y s  a t  both  th e  Toronto  and O ttava  a i r  t e r m in a ls .  F in a n c ia l  
a s s is ta n c e  in  the  form o f  g r a n t s ,  have been g iv e n  t o  Y e l lo w k n i fe  and 
Hay R iv e r ,  f o r  t h e i r  t o u r i s t  prom otion e f f o r t s  and a g ra n t  o f  $500 was g iven  
to  th e  H .W .T .T .A .  f o r  use as s e c r e t a r i a l  s a la r y .

Timber u t i l i z a t i o n  in  Wood B u f f a lo  N a t io n a l  Park con tinued  f a r  ahead 
o f  t h a t  i n  th e  Mackenzie c h i e f l y  because o f  th e  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  and le s s  
i s o la t e d  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  t im b e r .  Sawlogs were processed in  o n ly  th r e e  
lo c a t io n s  -  A k la v ik ,  R e s o lu t io n ,  and Grand D e to u r .  None o f  th e  saw m ills  
were v e ry  l a r g e ,  the  b ig g e s t  exp e c t in g  to  cut l i t t l e  more than  tv o  m i l l i o n  
board f e e t .

I t  i s  a p p a re n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  th e  non—renewable m in e ra l  resource  
base o f  our economy con tinued  to  expand d u r in g  1965# w h i le  th e  income 
d e r iv e d  from renewable resources  shoved le a s  p ro g re s s .

Commercial and in ves tm en t t re n d s  in  th e  M ackenz ie ,  t h a t  i s ,  tren d s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  b u s in e s s ,  in d u s t r y ,  c o - o p e r a t iv e s ,  and c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n t ,  
w i l l  g iv e  f u r t h e r  c lues  on th e  s t a t e  o f  economic developm ent. In  the  
N orth  as a w ho le , h ig h  costs o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  and normal o p e ra t io n -c o s ts  
o f  sm all  businesses c re a te  a heavy burden f o r  those in v o lv e d ,  and p r o f i t s  
are  m a rg in a l .  In  many s e t t le m e n ts ,  r e t a i l  s a le s  i n  19^5 decreased because 
o f  g e n e r a l ly  u n fa v o u ra b le  economic c o n d it io n s  (as much as 20$ in  c e r t a in  
areas because of such handicaps as poor f u r  h a rv e s ts  and la c k  o f  lo g g in g ) .
In i  o th e r  s e t t le m e n t s ,  as has been noted f o r  F o r t  S m ith , a fa v o u ra b le  
economic c l im a te  p r e v a i l e d .  Throughout th e  e n t i r e  D i s t r i c t ,  l i q u o r  s a les  
co n tin u ed  h ig h e r  th an  a n t i c i p a t e d . On a h o p e fu l  n o te ,  th e  Y e l lo w k n i fe  
Board o f Trade re p o r te d  a r i s i n g  membership, and a t  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r  
s e le c te d  i t s  s la t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  1966.

C a p i t a l  investm ent in  many areas was d e r iv e d  l a r g e l y  from government 
fu n d s . A l lo c a t io n s  f o r  Community Development v e re  v e i l  re c e iv e d  in  many
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communities, the funds being spent on w o r t h w h i l e  p r o j e c t s ,  o f t e n  on the 
л ^ocal Ad v i s o r y  Councils or t h eir equivalents. The $ 1 1 0,000

c o m b i n e d  N u rsing Sta t i o n  and Public H e a l t h  Unit at A k l a v i k  cre a t e d  expect.
ions o a new era in area development. M e n t i o n  has al r e a d y  been m a d e  

of invest m e n t s  u n d e r t a k e n  in the field of m i n i n g ,  and these had their 
cour erpar m  the c o m m ercial field in the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and expan s i o n  of 
a c u i t i e s  such as stores, res t a u r a n t s ,  and sim i l a r  const r u c t i o n s .  The 

Hudson s Bay C ompany in Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  for example, opened a m o d e r n i z e d ,  
emo e e store and set the tone for a gr o w i n g  business community.

C o - o p e r a t i v e  D e v e l o p m e n t

C o n t i n u e d  activity in the c o - o p e r a t i v e  f i eld has re s u l t e d  in 
S S+ Ï P r o gress of e s t a b l i s h e d  c o - o p e r a t i v e e , e x p a n s i o n  of p l a n n e d  
ment t h r o u g h o u t  the district and a g r o w i n g  desire of the people to 

e m a t e r i a l  and social benefits of the c o - o p e r a t i v e  wa y  of life.

the
d e v elop-

enjoy

Some of the most i m a g i n a t i v e  and s k ilful E s k i m o  carvers are found in 
Copp e r m i n e  where the first c o - o p e r a t i v e  in the M a c k e n z i e  D i s t r i c t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in 19t>0. Sum m e r  t o u r i s t  faci l i t i e s  opera t e d  by the c o - o p e r a t i v e  
p r o v i d e  an outlet for t h e i r  carvi n g s  and h a n d i c r a f t s  and w i t h  a p r o j e c t e d  
t annery m  view, m e m b e r s  hope to create a m a r k e t  for fur garments made  
from l o c a l l y - t a n n e d  seal-skins.

About two h u n d r e d  m i les due n o rth of C o p p e r m i n e  on V i c t o r i a  Island, 
one c o - o p e r a t i v e  was formed at Holman in 1 9 6 1  and another,, at the same 
time, at Cambridge', Bay. H o l m a n  ÿriàté} s e d l a k i n l t s p e s t r i e e  a n d  tèxtile*. ; 
P ï i n î ln8S а г е . Ъ е с °т ^пв k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  the continent, largely because  
of the e f f e c t i v e  d i splay of the c r e ative arts and skills -of the Holman  
people at the 1 9 6 5  E x h i b i t i o n  at St. John, Hail.Brunswick. The waters of 
F e r g u s o n  Lake and W e l l i n g t o n  Bay have p r o v i d e d  the C a m b r i d g e  Bay f i s h e r ­
m e n  w i t h  a very s u c c e s s f u l  char fishing season.,

I n s p i r e d  by the 1 9 6 3  C o - o p e r a t i v e  C o n f e r e n c e  at F r o b i s h e r  Bay, me m b e r s  
of the then n e w l y - f o r m e d  Innuit C o - o p e r a t i v e  at I n u v i k  forg e d  ahead w i t h  
their h o u s i n g  program. This y e a r  they a n t i c i p a t e  b u i l d i n g  a nother te n  
houses and hope to develop in other directions.

C o ntracts entered into b e t w e e n  the T e r r i t o r i a l  G o v e r n m e n t  and the 
C o - o p e r a t i v e  U n i o n  of C a n a d a  p r o v i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of f i c e r s  for c o m m u n i t y  
and co - o p e r a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  at Fort R e s o l u t i o n  and Rae, and the Fort 
R e s o l u t i o n  sdv mi l l  and l u m b e r i n g  bu s i n e s s  and the p r o d u c t i o n  and m a r k e t ­
ing of Indian han d i c r a f t s  at Rae h a v e ' b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as co-operatives.  
The Great Bear C o - o p e r a t i v e  at Fort F r a n k l i n  was the first I n d i a n  co­
o p e r a t i v e  to be i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the North w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  and is b e ing 
m a n a g e d  by one of their own people. T h ese c o - o p e r a t i v e s ,  and the ambitious 
fur g arment industry at Aklav i k ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  the wide d i v e r s i t y  of a c t i v ­
ities carried on by c o - o p e r a t i v e s  in the district and the p e c u l i a r  a d a p t ­
abi l i t y  of this type of organization.

D e l e g a t e s  and other r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from all the district co­
o p e r a t i v e s  at t e n d e d  the second c o n f e r e n c e  of arctic c o - o p e r a t i v e s  held at 
P o v u n g n i t u k ,  Q u e b e c ,  in April 1965. T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to and p a r t i c i p ­
ation in the con f e r e n c e  p r o g r a m  r e f l e c t e d  their m a t u r i n g  o u tlpok and 
the values d e r i v e d  by Eskimo, Indian and Metis peo p l e  from i n v o l vement 
in c o n t r o l l i n g  t h eir own econo m i c  affairs. One of the d e l e gates, elected 
as co-cha i r m a n ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  ch a i r e d  most of the conf e r e n c e  sessions. A 
d e c ision made at that c o n f e r e n c e  will u n d o u b t e d l y  result in a fede r a t i o n  
all c o - o p e r a t i v e s  in the M a c k e n z i e  D i s trict and the ev e n t u a l  form a t i o n  
of a c e n t r a l i z e d  arctic c o — o p e r a t i v e  organization.



r*na n « 0ple P a ^ l a t u k > Sachs Harbour, Fort Simpson, Fort M c P h e r s o n  
in the 0 B B O r £ f n ? + ? er M a c k fnzie commun i t i e s  are sho w i n g  i n t e n s i v e  interest 
exist f orP the p r ® v i d e d  Ъ У co-opera t i v e s .  T r e m e n d o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s

or the f i s h e r m e n  s c o - o p e r a t i v e  at Ha y  R i v e r  w h i c h  should be
u i i o n y h a e tt Ï i n l e d d i t it h i \ t h e v,?eXt f *W m o a t h s  * The Y e l l o w k n i f e  Creditr pl à i? s m e m b e r s h i p  since 19Ô3 and a credit u n i o n  group has
of loans w i l i a d f v e i i k 4 b In t ? eee and otber centres t h r i f t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  
unions A n d  the t h r o u g h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  and steady g r o w t h  of credit
Hebe s p e c t a c u l a r  pr o g r e s s  m a d e  in a few yea r s " ,  to quote
T o d a y  P referrinflet o n ? W w i d i t i ° n ° f the C o “ ° P erfetive M o v e m e n t  in the W o r l d  t erring to E s k i m o  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  in the N o r t h w e s t  T e r r itories.
m a y  weli be s u r p a s s e d  w i t h i n  th e  nest two or t h r e e  years. The p resent
е ! к ь Г е о П P r o firam J u s t i f i a b l y  e n v i s a g e s  d o u b l i n g  or even t r i p l i n g  the
D i s t Ï i c t ' ° n r o v ï d I d 8 and ° ne credit u n i o n  n o v  o p e r a t i n g  in the M a c k e n z i e  D i s t r i c t ,  p r o v i d e d  m a n p o w e r  and o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  b e c o m e  available.

I n d u s t rial D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t я
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D elta L o g g i n g

ол A k l a v i k  l o g g i n g  and sawmill pro j e c t  c o n t i n u e d  its o p e rations
a c t i v é ?  T ® ?  8 ЪУ c o n s o l i d a t i n g  the f o r m e r  w i d e s p r e a d  logging

+ t h r e e  m a j o r  sites and the use of m o r e  m e c h a n i c a l  equip-
v b - n Z  +>,he l 0 S ? n ? g p b a s e  p r o v i d e d  empl o y m e n t  for an a verage of kQ men,

BaYm i 1 1  w b J ch p r o d u c e d  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  feet of r o u g h  and d i m e n s i o n ­ed l u m b e r  v a l u e d  at $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  em p l o y e d  1 1  men. d i m e n s i o n

n-p q tn o u t g r o w t h  of th e  A k l a v i k  s a wmill o p e r a t i o n  was th e  es t a b l i s h m e n t  
<l; 7  nnn P r e-cut h o u s i n g  f a c t o r y  a n d  the e r e c t i o n  as a p i lot pro j e c t  of 

~ +h°° p r e “ Jut h o u s e. The experiment was so s u c c e s s f u l  that plans call
Î?* e r f C t i ° n of 2 2  such bouses in 1 9 6 6 , and an i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  in

f o l l o w i n g  two years. It is a n t i c i p a t e d  this will le n d  to a co n t i n u -  
-ng e m a n d  for p r e - c u t  l i m b e r  for h o use c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e pairs w h i c h
w i n  call for the pre - c u t  f a c t o r y  to us e  upwards:- of 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  feet aDHUElJ.y «

E a r l y  in 1 9 6 6 , a Bur v e y  of the t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  in th e  d e l t a  area 
was u n d e r t a k e n  by th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s o n  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N o r t h e r n
w h i c h Л  R e s o u f c e B * T his lead to some i m p o r t a n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

=* b in th e  next ye a r  s h o u l d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m prove the h a r v e sting,  
und m a r k e t i n g  a s pects of this operation.

R e i n d e e r  Pro j e c t

it a D u r i ^S 19б5, th e  r e i n d e e r  h e r d  i n c r e a s e d  to n e a r l y  8 , 0 0 0  animals.
U n d e r  contract m a n a g e r s h i p  a p p r o x i m a t l e y  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0  of r e i n d e e r  pr o d u c t s  
w e r e  sold and a n u m b e r  of i m p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  to b u i l d i n g s  an d  corrals. 
D u r i n g  the y e a r  Btudies we r e  u n d e r w a y  to d e t e r m i n e  the economic v i a b i l i t y  
+ 5 5 e n^ i n d f er o p e r a t i o n  and the f e a s i b i l i t y  of i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  he r d  size 
o 30,000 animals. One of t h e s e  was c a r r i e d  out by the I n u v i k  R e s e a r c h  

tentre w i t h  a report to be p r o d u c e d  early ih 1 9 6 6 . The o t h e r  was c a r r i e d  
the C a n a d i a n  W i l d l i f e  Se r v i c e  an d  r e l a t e d  to the g r a z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  

o h e . p r e s e n t  range and b i o l o g i c a l  factors. A  report on the latter is 
not e x p e c t e d  u n t i l  1 9 6 8 .

F i sheries

p -*-sb i n g  p r o jects u n d e r t a k e n  by the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  c o n f i n e d  
to the w i n t e r  o p e r a t i o n  at F e r g u s o n  River. A n ew p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  was 
p o s i t i o n e d  in the C a m b r i d g e  Ba y  area to s u p e r v i s e  this pr o j e c t  and the

. . .10
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summer char f i s h in g  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  Eskimo c o - o p e r a t iv e .  Some 2 8 ,0 0 0  
f rozen  la k e  t r o u t  were produced f o r  l o c a l  s a le  and export t *  

+ь! j?d” ?nton m a rke t .  A c o n t ra c t  p r o je c t  o f f i c e r  was sent in  to  a s s is t  
th e  Eskimos o f  B a th u rs t  I n l e t  to  su p erv ise  th e  s e a l  f i s h e r y *  A f t e r  
spending p a r t  o f  th e  season th e re  th e  o f f i c e r  moved to  Cape P a rry  to  
c a r ry  on s im i l a r  o p e ra t io n s *

A rts  and C ra f ts

. .. f 13\ f q^ i p ? ent an<a 8UP P l*es  f o r  a new ta n n e ry  o p e ra t io n  were shipped
to  A k la v ik  du r in g  th e  sh ipp ing  season and p lan s  were made by the  

o c a t lo n a l  Education  s e c t io n  to  h i r e  an e x p e r t  ta n n in g  in s t r u c t o r  e a r ly  
m  ХУЬЬ. Once th e  ta n n e ry  is  in  f u l l  o p e ra t io n  and a f u l l  sc a le  t r a i n i n g  
program is  underway, i t  is  expected t h a t  th e  ta n n e ry  w i l l  supply  tanned  
skins f o r  th e  A k la v ik  Fur Garment C o -o p e ra t iv e  as w e l l  as f o r  o th e r  f u r  
garment and c r a f t  p r o je c t s  in  t h e  M ackenzie D i s t r i c t .

In  1965 a new A r ts  and C r a f ts  O f f i c e r  -was t r a n s f e r r e d  from Ottawa  
to  th e  Mackenzie D i s t r i c t .  A lthough the  i n i t i a l  d u t ie s  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e r  
were c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  r e - o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the  In u v ik  c r a f t s  c e n t r e ,  i t  
i s  a n t i c ip a t e d  t h a t  a g re a t  d e a l  o f  new development work w i l l  be undertaken  
in  o th e r  s e t t le m e n ts .  W ith t h i s  in  m ind, an a r ts  and c r a f t s  survey is  
planned to  be c a r r ie d  out e a r ly  in  1966 , by an Ottawa c r a f t s  s p e c i a l i s t .  
Th is  survey w i l l  examine th e  development p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and e s t im a te  th e  
p ro d u c t io n  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a la r g e  number o f  In d ia n  and Eskimo communities  
throughout th e  D i s t r i c t .

The T u k to y a k tu k  Fur Garment Shop co n tinued  to  be one o f  th e  most 
prom is ing  p r o je c ts  o p era ted  by th e  Department o f  N o rth e rn  A f f a i r s  and 
N a t io n a l  Resources. Under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  a p r o fe s s io n a l  f u r  garment 
i n s t r u c t o r  and a c o n t ra c t  manager, the  shop employed an average o f  12 to  
15 seamstresses and so ld  a t o t a l  o f  $ 5 0 ,00 0  worth  o f  goods d u r in g  the  
y e a r .

Area Surveys

An expanded program o f  Area Economic Surveys f o r  th e  N.W/Ei waff' carr ied  out 
w ith  a m ajor p a r t  o f  the  work done in  the M ackenzie D i s t r i c t  du r in g  1965 .
A complete survey o f  Banks Is la n d  was begun and completed du r in g  the  
summer and a r e p o r t  made ready f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  in  '2;9б6'. P r e l im in a r y
survey work was c a r r i e d  out in  the  D e l t a  a rea  w i th  th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  mounts 
ing  a f u l l  sc a le  summer f i e l d  o p e ra t io n  in  1966. D uring  th e  w in te r  p lans  
were fo rm u la te d  f o r  a complete survey to  be c a r r ie d  out in  th e  Rae -  Lac 
l a  M a r t re  a rea  as soon as f i e l d  o p e ra t io n s  cou ld  beg in  in  1966 . .

Loca l Government and P o l i t i c a l  Development

Hand in  hand w i th  the  concept o f  economic development goes t h a t  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  developm ent. I t  is  beyond the  scope o f  t h i s  Report to  d iscuss  
th e  p la c e  o f t h i s  D i s t r i c t  w i t h in  the  g e n e ra l  p o l i t i c a l  framework o f  th e  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  s ince  t h i s  D i s t r i c t ,  é i t h e r  as a sep ara te  
u n i t  or as p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  w h o le , w i l l  one day have much to  do w i th  the  
d ec is io n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  i t s  p e o p le s ,  some comment may be in< o rd e r  as to  
the  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  awareness and l o c a l  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  1965 re«  
f l e e t e d .

The o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  l o c a l  government v a r ie d  from Town Councils  to  
Community A s s o c ia t io n s ,  th e  ad v ie o ry  committees o f  unorgan ized  com m unities.  
Comment cannot be o f f e r e d  o n t h e  fu n c t io n in g  o f  l o c a l  goverment as a whole. 
In  c e r t a in  com m unities , th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f Development Committees
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p r o m i s e d  to provide an e f f e c t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  to i m plement the k n o w l e d g e  and 
i n i t i a t i v e  of the exist i n g  organs of l o c a l  govern m e n t .  P l a n n i n g  Committees,  
in such set t l e m e n t s  as T u k t o y a k t u k ,  p e r f o r m e d  the fu n c t i o n  of l o cal to w n  
p l a n n i n g , c o n s i d e r i n g  bu s i n e s s  and l a n d  applications* from r e sidents and o u t ­
siders. In other areas, the d e v e l opment of l o cal g o v e r n m e n t  appears to be 
retarded, p r o v i n g  • both u n i n t e r e s t i n g  an i n e f f e c t i v e  from the p o int of 
v i e w  of residents.

Two mo r e  poi n t s  m a y  be m a d e  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e  the ambiguous p r ospects  
of- p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the Mack e n z i e .  In the first case, m a n y  l o c a l ­
ities n o t e d  that the F e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  of 1 9 6 5  c r e a t e d  an i n tense interest 
among m a n y  local persons, to the extent that some w o u l d  say the interest 
was h i g h e r  than in the South. In Ak l a v i k ,  for example, over 90% of eligible  
v o t e r b cast t h eir ballots. H o w e v e r , t h i s  did not h o l d  true for all c o m m u n ­
ities, and t h ere ,is the e v e r - p r e s e n t  q u e s t i o n  of the a t titudes and i n terests  
of local Ind i a n  and E s k i m o  peoples.

In the seco n d  case, the C a r r u t h e r s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  elici t e d  v a r y i n g  degrees  
of interest across th e  M a c k e n z i e  . Fort S m i t h  dele g a t e s ,  for example, went 
to O t t a v a  and p r e s e n t e d  a b r i e f  on the q u e s t i o n  of a capital fdr th§ 
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .  V e r y  l i t t l e  re s p o n s e  was recei v e d ,  however, from 
m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i k h  the C o m m i s s i o n  its e l f  v i s i t e d ;  m a n y  s e eming to feel 
that t h e i r  pr o b l e m s  e x t e n d e d  no f urther t h a n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  boundaries.

The Distr i c t

On D e c e m b e r  15 of 1 9 6 5 , Mr. K.W. Haw k i n s  b e c a m e  the ne w  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
of the M a c k e n z i e ,  w h i l e  the former A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  in November, b e c a m e  of 
the n e w l y — e l e c t e d  M e m b e r  of P a r l i a m e n t  for t he Territ o r i e s .

Mr. A. Okpik, a m e m b e r  of the W e l f a r e  s t a f f  of N o r t h e r n  A f f a i r s  in 
Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  was a p p o i n t e d  to the T e r r i t o r i a l  Council, and Dr. L loyd P o w e l l  
°f Y e l l o w k n i f e  was e l e c t e d  to he a d  the n e w l y - f o r m e d  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
M e d i c a l  A s s o ciation.

Of the m a n y  d i s t i n q u i s h e d  visits to the D i s t r i c t  in the past year, 
p e r h a p s  the moBt important was the h i s t o r y - m a k i n g  to u r  of the U.S.S.R.  
del e g a t i o n s  a c c o m p a n i e d  by Mr. E.A. Cote, D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  of N o r t h e r n  
A f f a i r s  and N a t i o n a l  Resources.

In 1 9 6 5  s e veral con f e r e n c e s  we r e  h e l d  t h r o u g h o u t  the D i s t r i c t  and 
at all levels. The R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  in Y e l l o w k n i f e  from N o v e m b e r  
15 to 2 3  m a y  be d e s c r i b e d  as an illustation.

For the firet time, Indians and Eskimos from t h r o u g h o u t  the R e g i o m m e t  
w i t h  A r e a  and R e g i o n a l  s t a f f  in a d e t a i l e d  and serious attempt to do some 
e f f e c t i v e  e c o nomic and social p l a n n i n g  for t h e i r  communities. Deleg a t e s  
chosen by t h e i r  own p e o p l e  as eè^oquent and k n ô w l e d g e a b l e  s p o k e s m e n  for 
t h e i r  com m u n i t i e s  came from H o l m a n  Island, C o p p e rmine, C a m b r i d g e  Bay,
G J o a  Haven, P e l l y  Bay and Rae. Th e y  came to t e a c h  a n d  to learn. With- 
m u c h  of the drive, and almost all p f - the sug g e s t i o n s  s t i m u l a t e d  by the 
Indians and E s kimos t h e m s e l v e s ,  the C o n f e r e n c e  f o r m a l l y  a d o p t e d  over 
forty r e s o l u t i o n s ,  which, if i m p lemented, w o u l d  have a drastic effect on 
the entire economic and social p i c t u r e  of the Region.

La c k  of k n o w l e d g e ,  rese a r c h ,  and w r i t i n g  about the N o r t h  has p r o v e n  
a constant compl a i n t  for t h ose i n v o l v e d  w i t h  its develo p m e n t .  In F e b r u a r y  
of 1 9 6 5 , the Cou n c i l  m a d e  a d e c i s i o n  to b u i l d  the n e w  T e r r i t o r i a l  L i b r a r y  
in Hay River, thus giving the N o r t h  a centre for infor m a t i o n ,  research,  
and study.

. . . 1 2



12

Finally, we m a y  men t i o n  that only 9,000 acres of Crown Land were 
d e s t r o y e d  by fires last year, co m p a r e d  to an average of 1 3 2 , 0 0 0  acres
per y e a r  since 1 9 6 1 . In addition, a spread of anthrax among our buf f a l o  
herds did not recur.


