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PLARS FOR THE
COMMEMORATION OF CANADA'S CERTENNIAL OF CONFEDERATIOR
IN THE FORTHWEST TERRITORIES

FLOATING EXHIBITIQNS

The flagship of the Northwest Territories in Centemnial Year will
uadoubtedly be Centeannial Barge Number 100, The 110-foot house barge
vill carry exhibits on the theme of "Canada 196T" to communities around
Great Slave Lake end down the Mackenzie River.

Its young Northern crew will provide commentary on the exhibits in
tie Indien end Eskimo tongues, and provide live enterteinment for
audiences at as many as 20 stops during the three-week voyage.

Organizations and authoritles representing meny facets of the
Cinaedian economy are providing exhibits, and the Canadlan Government
E¢hibition Commission will advise on presentation of the totel display.

For the Easstern Arctic, efforts are being made to move & similar dis-
blay toc remote communities aboard the Esstern Arctic Patrol vessel "C. D.
Howe," although available space will require that it be somevhet smeller.

Both of these Territorial Goverament projects are expected ta
include eppropriate film fere asnd slide presentations, and the Centennieal
Barge mey carry a ferris wheel or other entertainment ride.

The Centennial Barge and Arctio Patrol displays will parallel the
Confederation Train end Carevan projects of southerp Cenade, which
are to travel to every accessible town end village. The Nationel Caravan
project will have Confederation Ceravan No. 7 visit Hay River,

Fort Providence, Rae, Yellowknife end Fort Smith, As necessery,
parking sites and access roeds for the big trpctor-trailer units are
being improved or installed and administrative arrangements completed.

INFORMATION AND PROMOTIOR

As the examples above indicate, special Centennial projects
ere being developed to suit Northern conditions and interests, At the
s5ame time, the North is sharing with otkher parts of Ceneda in all the
Capitul programs end as far as possible in the National projects of
Centennial Year,

Thus the Government of the Northwest Territories is building e
Confederation Memorial, participating in the Centenniel Granis Program,
and operating its own Territorial Grants Progrem., Territorial
paddlers eare part of the Voyageur Canoe Pageant, Other Naﬁional
Centennial Projects are belng edepted and promoted,

The job of getting information on rll these undertakings to the
people of the North is being stepped up. It includes stress on the |
purpose and significance of the "big birthday perty,” and encouragement
to all Northerners to join in, as well as a clearcut explenetion and

suggestions on how to do so.

This information and publicity will reach the people by way of
rudio progrems, newspaper press releases end & Northern Centennilal
Bulletin, as well as though the channels elready in use, such as mail
end personal contact with Centennial organizetions,

CTHER TERRITORIAL PROGRAMS |

Community Festivals

Smaller communities, especlally the more 1solated omnes, will be
irvited to organize & community festivel on en appropriate day of their
ck.oice in 1967.

The festivel would be locally named in the language of the people
o the reglion, and offer them an opportunity to commemorate the
Centennial with a feast or celebration in their own tradition. It mey
irclude e religious observance, probably an eat~-toethe=full meel of
meat, and treditionel dencing, singing or games.,

The program 1s up to the celebrants, They will be offered help
to organize, where required, and provide with sufficient meat for their
benquet.

More sophisticated communities are eligible to use their Territorieal
Centernnial Grant toward community festivals also, teking whatever form
they desire.
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Territorial Centennial Grants Program.
—_————===c rrhtein’al Grants Program

Under this scheme shared by the Territorial Government end the local
settlemente, financiasl aid for Centenniel observances is eveilable
on the basis of a $2.00 Territorial contribution for every $1.00
reised locelly to the limit of the community population total. For this
purpcse, an area populetion may be counted towards finencing a €entennial
eveut centered in one Place for the whole region, or the population
of two or more communities mey be combined to finance a joint program.
Spending under this scheme can be applied to any form of observence or
celebration honouring Centennial Year.

Approved projects within this program include proposals for new or
improved community homes, curling end skating rinks, improved or expanded
Playgrounds, a handicraft centre, workshops, a laundry bath-house, the
purchese of books, documents, movie screem and pProjector, and a number
of other recommendations.

A majlor project finenced on this basis is & proposal of 100 Egkimo
children from Frobisher Bey to spend a holiday in southern Canada in
1967. The Department of National Defence is studying now what it cen do

to provide eir tranmsportation between Frobisher Bay and southern destinetsz
ion for the selected holidey period.

Northern Tour of R.C.M. Police Band

A iimited northern circuit by the R.C.M. Police Band is plenned for
early May, 1967, with calls at major centers only beceuse of the size

(LO men) of the Band. It is expected that trensportation will be
provided by the R.C.A.F.

CONFEDERATION MEMORIAL PROJECT

Like the Provinces, the Norhtwest Territories has & Rajor Centennial
of Confederation Memorial epproved for the whole Territory. The contract
has been let and work hes started on a Regional Library Building at Hay
River. It will function es a headquarters for the Libraery System serving
ell the Northwest Territories. Completion is set for mid-1967,

CENTENRIAL GCRANTS PROGRAM

Under this Federel-Territorial program, the Federal grant is $2 .00
a resident toward projects 6f a lasting nature forcevery matthing $1.00
put up by the Territorial Government. Together, these total about $72.000
the sum will be shared.by lerger centres such as Inuvik, Yellowknife,

Fort Smith end Frobisher Bey.

Inuvik has used the Centenniel Grants Progrem to finance the
construction of a library and reading room, with construction well
under way.

Fort Smith has used this program elso, as & means to plan for a
gatellite library unit complementary to the Hey River heedquarters building.
Comstruction has been deferred untii 1967 tecause of competition
from other local programs. '

Yellowknife's initial plans for an outdoor swimming pool have been
cancelled and the local Centennial Committee 18 now planning an
eddlition to the Museun.

The Frobisher Bay Centennial Committee is still considering

vhether to use the progrem to finance a library unit or a recreation
building.

FATIONAL PRCGRAMS

Youth. Traveél Exbhaqﬂg

v It 18 expeeted that two groups of Northwest Territories students,
cne from the Eastern Arctic and one from the Meckenzie, will again visit
other parts of Canade in 1967. The Exthange Program has taken T2
students and six escorts onm visits to southern: Canaede elready.

In 1965, 24 youngsters from the Mackenz?e Velley exchanged visits
with e student group from St. Catherines, Ontario. In1966. two
Western Arctic groups traded visits with students from Montreal and
Campbell River on Vancouver Islend.

The Federel Government is now aessessing whether it should continue
the exchanges after Centennial Yeatr 88 e permanent program under

seeee



the Citizenship Branch.

Voyageur Canoe Pageant

A Northwest Territories canoce christened "Alexander Mackenzie"
will join others from the Yukon and the Provinces for the 3,500cmile
Centennial Pageant from Rocky Mountain House, Alta., to Expo 67 at
Montreal. Training for the big show begen in 1965 with & test run in
Ontario Waters following Champlain's route of 1615. Two territorial
teams participated. In 1966, the training progrem was run in two
sections, one along the Fraser River system to Vancouver and Victoria
and the: second from hear Montreal to New York City, Each Jurisdication
was alloved one team only.

In 1966 the Territorial team was & mixed Indian-Eskimo crew from
the Mackenzie Delta and it found the compétition from the provincilal
paddlers stiffer than last year.

Commemorative Tree and Shrub Plenting

In the spring of 1966 a number of shrubs and small trees were
obtained for plainting on school grounds in the Mackenzie Velley,
including Tuktoyaktuk, Wehanni Butte, Hay River, Fort Simpson and Fort
Smith. This progrem is confined, of necessity, to the Mackenzie
Dlstrict and even there the climatic conditions present meny planting
problems.

Community Improvement and Rural Beautification

This progréam, whHich depends on volumtary efforts, has had & mixed'
reception, varying with the enthusiesm of the local community leaders.
Nevertheless, the annuel spring clean-up is getting more emphkasis
in most communities through leadership from the Department of FRorthern

Affairs and Netlonal Resources. Civic authorities, community associations
end branches of Rational fervice-Clubd are-befng urged to ‘push thisg.program.

Youth Participation

School Involvement Progrem _

The Norbhwest Territories will take advantage of the Centenmniel
Commission’'s School Involvement Program, for use by teachers everywhere.
This comprehensive project is designed to reach the youth population and
stimulate the interettof femily units in Centenniel events.

A teacher's menual suggests how school praograms can be organized,
and contains suggestions monthly Centennial observances in the clessroom,
the home and the community. Reference and other resource materials are
provided to gulde the teachdr in school activities related to Canade
and Centennial Year.

Supplementary aids include a Centennial newspaper In the format of
1867 and a Centennial Culendar as a daily reminder of national, regional
and local Centennial observances. This material will be distributed soon.

Athletic Program for School Children.

A progrem of standard: athletic tests developed by the Centenniel
Commission with the help of experts in physicel education, is directed
at mass participation in the fitness prbgram by school children, eged
slx to elghteen years. Achievement in these tests, comprising e total of
4 (3 compulsory and 1 of 3 optional tests) will be recognized by the
issue of embroidered Centennial badges in severel colours. The teachers
will pgey a major role in the fitness program. They will coach
participants, arrange testing end maintain-records..

' "Teachers -have beén alerted to thé program and most have received

some material, with mdére to fpllow shortly.

Centennisl) Medallions

A bright alloy medallion commemorating the Centennial of Confederation
is to be issued in 1967 to every school child im Cenade im Grades 1 to 13.
Generel distribution will commence shortly, using scheduled and courtesy
eirmail services, and the ceremonial issue to individual students is .
plenned for next spring on a day yet to be selected-and posgible stendard-

ized throughout the country.
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National Programs for Communities

InterfaitﬁiProJects

Cenadian churches of almost every denomination, through the Camada
Interfaith Comference, have endorsed a number of Centennial projects
of which the proposals for reciprocal church visits, interfaith services
end combined choral groups appear most appropriate for northern conditions
end have the support of the Territorial Government. Many of the churches
in the North have responded encouragingly.

Symbolic Projects .

The suggestion that Centennial Year be proclialmed at midnight,
January 1, 1967 and also on July 1, 1967 by "Fires of Friendship"
and "Wild Bells", has been generally adopted. Many northern communities
and stockpiling inflammable rubbish or acquiring fireworks to give

Centennial Yeer g bright and warm wvelcome, and most settlements will
elso ring church or school bells.

Gifts to Public Libraries Program

Under this program the Centemnial Commission, in co-operation with
the provinces and territories, will give to Canadian Public Litraries
Canadian books in English and French or the arts, social sciences, and
humanities. Working with a budget of $150,600, it is proposed to allot
$10,000 to each province and territory, with the balance distributed on
a per caplita basis. Libraries benefiting under this program will choose
books from a mester list being compiled now in colloboration with the
provinces and territories by & special SBelection Gommittee.

Scripts for Centennial Plays

Teams of nationally known playwrights have written historical pageants
in English and French for indoor and outdoor presentation, to be staged as
part of local community Centennial observances. Copies of the final
scripts are to be digtributed within the next few weeks.

Hospital Training

The Territorial Government is participating with provinces and
& Montreal hospital specializing in child care in a two-year Centemnial
project tec train young girls as nursing specialists. Three young
girts from the Mackenzie District are receiving imstruction.

Isolated Communities Program

ThAis progrem is proposed by the Centennial Commission to provide
entertainment to those isolated communities in the territories and
provinces not covered by the special touring programs. Consideraticn
is being given to sending small entertaipment troups on regional
territorial toure from convenient northern bases, such as Frobisher
Bay, Churchill and Cembridge Bay. The problems of tramnsportetion and
selecting suitable enterteinment are being studied. One possibility
is tours by popular comncert parties or variety shows but the size of the
companies evailable is an importent.limitetion on any tour plans.

The Centennial Commission has a small budget for this total
program which will provide some help with the costs.



