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Februaryܹ24,ܹ2021ܺ
ܺ
ReܹۤIncreasedܹfundingܹforܹMidwiferyܹservicesܹinܹtheܹܹؿؿ0ؿ1۳ؿ0ؿbudgetܺ
ܺ
DearܹMinisterܹGreen,ܺܺ
ܺ
IܹamܹwritingܹtoܹyouܹtodayܹonܹbehalfܹofܹtheܹMidwivesܹAssociationܹofܹtheܹNorthwestܹTerritoriesܺ
MANWTܑ.ܹWeܹareܹwritingܹtoܹimploreܹyouܹtoܹsupportܹfundingܹforܹtheܹcontinuationܹofܹtheܹplannedܺܐ
expansionܹofܹMidwiferyܹservicesܹasܹlaidܹoutܹinܹlineܹwithܹtheܹrecommendationsܹofܹtheܹ2017ܹMidwiferyܺ
StakeholderܹEngagementܹReportܹܐMSERܑ.ܹFundingܹmustܹbeܹallocatedܹforܹthisܹinܹtheܹupcomingܺ
2021/2022ܹbudget.ܺ
ܺ
MANWTܹKeyܹRecommendationsܹbasedܹonܹtheܹ2017ܹMSERܹrelatedܹtoܹ2021/2022ܹbudget:ܺ

1. IncreasedܹadministrativeܹsupportܹforܹMidwiferyܹProgramsܺ
2. Continuedܹgrowthܹofܹtheܹmidwiferyܹservicesܹacrossܹtheܹterritory;ܹIncludingܹoperationalizingܺ

servicesܹinܹYellowknifeܹwithܹadditionalܹmidwives,ܹandܹadditionalܹmidwiferyܹandܹadministrativeܺ
positionsܹinܹHayܹRiverܹandܹFortܹSmithܺ

Asܹyouܹmayܹknow,ܹtheܹonlyܹtwoܹmidwiferyܹprogramsܹcurrentlyܹoperatingܹinܹtheܹNWTܹareܹlocatedܹinܺ
FortܹSmithܹandܹHayܹRiver.ܹEachܹhasܹtwoܹmidwivesܹensuringܹhighܝqualityܹservicesܹareܹavailableܹforܺ
parentsܹandܹbabiesܹbeforeܹandܹafterܹbirth.ܺܺ
ܺ
Asܹspecialistsܹinܹperinatalܹhealthܹandܹnormalܹbirth,ܹmidwivesܹdeliverܹtheܹfollowingܹkeyܹservices:ܺܺ

● Publicܹhealthܹinterventionsܹthatܹsecureܹbetterܹhealthܹoutcomesܹforܹpregnantܹindividualsܹandܺ
theirܹbabies.ܹIncludingܹinformationܹandܹcareܹrelatedܹto:ܹnutritionܹandܹhealthyܹeating,ܹlifestyleܺ
changes,ܹharmܹreductionܹstrategiesܹforܹsubstanceܹuse,ܹpelvicܹfloorܹintegrity,ܹinfectiousܹdiseaseܺ
screening,ܹneonatalܹscreening,ܹmentalܹhealthܹsupportܹandܹresilienceܹstrategies,ܹaccessܹtoܺ
immunization,ܹcontraception,ܹhealthyܹrelationshipsܹandܹpreventionܹandܹresponseܹtoܺ
genderܝbasedܹandܹintimateܹpartnerܹviolenceܺ

TD 334-19(2) TABLED ON MARCH 1, 2021



● Timely,ܹrelationshipܝbased,ܹselfܝdetermined,ܹevidenceܹandܹculturallyܹinformedܹsexualܹandܺ
reproductiveܹhealthܹinformationܹandܹcareܺ

● Primaryܹcareܹatܹhomeܹorܹinܝhospitalܹduringܹtheܹprenatal,ܹbirth,ܹpostnatalܹandܹnewbornܹperiodsܺ
● Breastfeedingܹandܹnewborn/infantܹcounsellingܹandܹeducationܺ
● Monitoringܹandܹcoordinatingܹclientܹcare,ܹincludingܹreferralsܹtoܹspecialistsܹasܹrequiredܺܺ
● 24/7ܹonܝcallܹavailability;ܹtoܹsupportܹclientܹneedsܹbyܹphone,ܹinܝclinic,ܹorܹatܹhomeܺ
● Provisionܹofܹcontinuingܹeducation,ܹskillܹandܹteamܹbuildingܹexercisesܹforܹmidwives,ܹnurses,ܹandܺ

physiciansܹtoܹsupportܹandܹmanageܹperinatalܹemergenciesܺ
● Facilitatingܹpersonܝcentredܹcareܹandܹaccessܹtoܹkeyܹservicesܹsuchܹasܹsocialܹwork,ܹhousing,ܹandܺ

incomeܹsupportܺ

SinceܹtheܹinceptionܹofܹtheܹfirstܹGNWTܹfundedܹmidwiferyܹprogramܹmoreܹthanܹaܹdecadeܹagoܹjustܹaܹfewܺ
midwivesܹinܹtheܹNWTܹhaveܹbeenܹprovidingܹthisܹhighܝqualityܹclinicalܹcareܹwhileܹalsoܹsupportingܹtheܺ
regulationܹandܹintegrationܹofܹtheܹprofession,ܹestablishingܹnewܹmidwiferyܹpracticesܹandܹsafeܹbirthingܺ
servicesܹallܹwhileܹmanagingܹtheܹprogramsܹandܹensuringܹtheirܹlogisticsܹandܹhiringܹaܹrotatingܹrosterܹofܺ
locumܹmidwivesܹtoܹsupportܹtheirܹunderܝstaffedܹprograms.ܺ
ܺ
AܹStrainedܹSystemܺܺ
ܺ
Justܹtwoܹmidwivesܹperܝprogramܹdeliverܹtheseܹservices.ܹTheyܹareܹstretchedܹbeyondܹtheirܹcapacity.ܺ
Performingܹallܹofܹtheseܹtasksܹwhileܹprovidingܹprimaryܹclinicalܹcareܹisܹnotܹsustainableܹforܹmidwivesܹandܺ
isܹnotܹfiscallyܹresponsible.ܹItܹisܹtakingܹaܹrealܹtoll.ܺ
ܺ
Overܹtheܹlastܹ5ܹyears,ܹbothܹprogramsܹhaveܹstruggledܹwithܹstaffingܹdueܹtoܹmentalܹhealthܹchallengesܹandܺ
burnoutܹcausedܹbyܹworkloadsܹandܹcallܹschedulesܹfarܹbeyondܹthoseܹofܹcounterpartsܹacrossܹtheܹcountry,ܺ
andܹotherܹprimaryܝcareܹhealthܹprofessionalsܹinܹtheܹNWT.ܹܐSeeܹMSERܹpgsܹ4445ܑܺߘ
ܺ
Theܹsolutionܹisܹincreasedܹadministrativeܹsupportܹforܹexistingܹprogramsܹandܹmoreܹfullܝtime,ܹpermanentܺ
midwifeܹpositionsܹinܹourܹterritory.ܺ
ܺ
AܹFiscallyܹResponsibleܹSolutionܺܺ
ܺ
Atܹfirstܹglance,ܹexpandingܹmidwiferyܹservicesܹmayܹseemܹlikeܹanܹaddedܹexpenseܹinܹanܹalreadyܹstrainedܺ
budget,ܹhowever,ܹincreasingܹaccessܹtoܹmidwiferyܹservicesܹwillܹbringܹcostܹsavingsܹinܹtheܹfollowingܹways:ܺܺ

● Fewerܹhospitalܹadmissionsܺܺ
● Increasedܹcareܹprovidedܹinܹtheܹcommunityܹandܹatܹhomeܺܺ
● Accessܹtoܹhomeܹbirthsܺ
● Earlierܹdischargeܹfromܹhospitalܹwithܹfollowܹupܹatܹhomeܺ
● Reducedܹhospitalܝreadmissionܺ
● Reducedܹburdenܹonܹnursingܹservices,ܹincludingܹfewerܹovertimeܹhoursܺ



● Fewerܹmedevacsܺ
● Reducedܹpretermܹbirthܺ
● Reducedܹcostܹoverallܹdueܹtoܹimprovedܹhealthܹoutcomesܺܺ

Forܹcontext,ܹtheܹcostܹofܹaܹhospitalܹstayܹforܹaܹpretermܹbabyܹinܹCanadaܹisܹapproximatelyܹ9ܹtimesܹmoreܺ
thanܹforܹaܹbabyܹbornܹatܹterm.ܹPretermܹbirthܹratesܹinܹtheܹNWTܹroseܹbetweenܹ2013ܹandܹ2015.ܹܹDataܹfromܺ
theܹFortܹSmithܹprogramܹdemonstratedܹlowerܹpretermܹbirthܹratesܹܹܝconsistentܹwithܹtheܹliteratureܹreviewܺ
ofܹMidwiferyܹoutcomes.ܺ ܺ
ܺ
Midwiferyܹcareܹimpactsܹotherܹimportantܹhealthܹoutcomesܹasܹwell:ܺ

● Increasedܹbreastfeedingܹratesܹandܹdurationܹܹܝbreastfeedingܹprotectsܹagainstܹdiabetesܹandܹobesityܺ
asܹwellܹasܹSIDsܹorܹcribܹdeathܺ

● Increasedܹattendanceܹtoܹprenatalܹcareܺ
● Reducedܹcesareanܹsectionܹratesܺ
● Reductionܹinܹbirthܹinterventions:ܹepisiotomy,ܹinduction,ܹinstrumentalܹbirthܺ
● Reducedܹoverallܹriskܹofܹinfantܹmortalityܺ

HealthܹEquityܺ

TheܹNWTܹconsistentlyܹhasܹhigherܹinfantܹmortalityܹratesܹthanܹtheܹnationalܹaverage.ܹOverܹtheܹlastܹ5ܹyearsܺ
theܹNWTܹhasܹaveragedܹ5.66ܹdeathsܹperܹ1000ܹliveܹbirthsܹwhileܹtheܹNationalܹrateܹisܹ4.5ܹinfantܹdeathsܹperܺ
thousandܹliveܹbirths.ܹThisܹisܹanܹunacceptableܹgapܹthatܹmustܹclose.ܹNWTܹresidentsܹareܹentitledܹtoܹtheܺ
sameܹhealthܹoutcomesܹasܹotherܹCanadiansܹandܹmidwivesܹdeliverܹimprovedܹhealthܹoutcomesܹalongܹwithܺ
increasedܹsatisfactionܹwithܹhealthܹservices.ܺ
ܺ
Thankܹyouܹforܹtakingܹtheܹtimeܹtoܹunderstandܹtheܹimportanceܹofܹmidwiferyܹservices,ܹtheܹlongܹandܹshortܺ
termܹimpactsܹourܹcareܹprovides,ܹandܹtheܹfragilityܹofܹourܹcurrentܹmidwiferyܹprogramsܹifܹcontinuedܺ
investmentsܹareܹnotܹmade.ܹWeܹwouldܹbeܹhappyܹtoܹdiscussܹthisܹfurtherܹorܹprovideܹyouܹwithܹanyܺ
informationܹyouܹmayܹrequire.ܹWeܹlookܹforwardܹtoܹhearingܹfromܹyou.ܺܺ
ܺ
Sincerely,ܺ
ܺ
ܺ
ܺ
HeatherܹHeinrichs,ܹRMܹIBCLCܺ
Presidentܺ
MidwivesܹAssociationܹofܹtheܹNWTܺ
Email:ܹnwtmidwivesߗgmail.comܺܺ
Ph:ܹ6478352ܺܝ462ܝ
ܺ




