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OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
Re: Jtem for Action No. 51

The last Session of Council edopted a motion for the payment
of 0l1d Age Assistznce toc be based on medical evidence, at least
until such time zs the <vidence ms to years was sought out.

The 01d Age Assistance Act and Reguletions meke no provision
for accepting medical evidence of age until attempts to obtain
documentary evidence have been completed. Thus the Territorial
Government cannot grant 014 Age Assistance on the basis of
medical evidence until documentary evidence is obtained.

The 014 Age Assistance Act and Regulations make provision
for medical evidence, as well as any ot»=2r evidence that is
available, to be taken intc account i. aetermining the age of
an applicant after a reasonable search for documentary evidence
has been made and has failed. In the great majority of cases
the existence of documentary evidence can be determined within
2 month of receipt of the application and s delay of more than
two months would te most unusuel. Experience in cbtsasining
medical evidence for Disabled Persons Allowance has shown that
medical evidence cannot be obtained more quickly.

Although the Territorial Government cannot ckange the
criteria of eligibility for 014 Age Assistance, it may introduce
a nevw program in which medical evidence can te considered before
documentary evidence is sought. The new program would not de

0ld Age Assistance and the costs would not be sharesble with the
Department of National Health and Welfare.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Commissioner therefore recommends:

(1) that the Territorial Government not develop a progranm
of its own:

—
n
—

that the present criteris for payment of Cld Age
Assistance, as provided bty the 0ld Age Assistance
Act and Regulations, be accepted.



