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TPORT HUETING OF MUSKOXER QUEEN ELIZABETHE I3LANDS
Re: Item For Actionm No. 137

A the 33rd Session of the Northwest Territories Counclil,
Seselonel Paper No. 12, Sport Hunting of Muskoxen was comsidered
in committee. The Committee accepted the Administration's
recommendetion that they should continue to acquire the informetion
necessary %o provide a basis on which to make definite recommen-
dations to Counclil at & future session. Council requested that
this te treated as o matter of urgercs,

In compliance with Council's request, meetings were recently
held between the different Branches which would be involved in
tbls program and officials of the Canedien Wildlife Service to
fesclve the different, existing opinions. Ae & result of these
discussions, the Administration is now prepared to recommend that
sport hunting of muskoxen on the Queen Elizabeti Islands be
permitted according to the plan and specific recommendations
cutlined in this paeper. At the 3L4th Session of Council, the
Member for Eastern Arctic tebled a brief from the people of

Grise Fiord, concerning hunting of muskozen, a summary of which
1s attached e2s Appendix A.

ra) Quota System

Sport hunting for muskoxen will be on e strict quots basis.
Quotas will be established from year to year for certain locali-
ties on the Queen Elizabeth Isiands.

A 1968 quote of 32 muskoxen is suggested of which 16 would
be allotted to the Resolute Bay Co-operative and 16 to the Grise
Fiord group. This quota, representing legs than .05% of the
~2tal muskox population is considerably lower than the annual
herd increase and could be increased appreciably if the demand for
and practicability of muskox sport hunting should warrant a
bigher quota. A Canedian Wildlife Service survey of muskoxen

distribution in Cenada, taken 5 years ago, is attached es Appendix
B.

The quote of 32 muskoxen is also based on reasons of prac-
ticability end economics. It must be realized thet charter of
12cal aircraft is the most expemsive, individual item of the
2ntlre program. Consequently, every effort must be mede to
utilize flying hours imn the best interest of the Eskimo Co-
cperatives. It is therefore suggested that hunters be handled in
groups of eight who will simulteneously arrive at Resolute Bay;
either by Nordair from Montreal (weekly flight) of by charter
aircraft from Edmonton or Yellowknife. These eight hunters will
be 3plit up a2t Resolute Bay and four will hunt from there and
four of them will proceed to Grise Fiord. Four hunters can
tonveniently be handled by Otter or Beecheraft aircraft. Further-
more, vhen bringing hunters out, meat for the Eskimo can be
carried on the same flight.

{t) Meat Reteined by Co-operative

All of the muskox carcesses except the heads and hides shall
b2 retained by the Co-operative for the benefit of all members of
toe community.

(c) Open Sesscn

The open seeson for muskoxen will commence during the first
part of August and will terminate after five weeks. This season
coincides with the ice free period aend will make it possible for
hunters to participate in seal and beluge hunting.




The opering date will change from year to year depending oc
Nordalr flight schedules. The date closest to Auguat 5 is pre-
ferred. Despite the fact that hunters should have no difficulty
to bag *their muskox within a few days, it is suggested that
Bunters remain one week in the field to be replaced by other
hunters who will arrive by mainliner or chartered eircraft.

{41} Financiel and Legal Arrangements

It 13 proposed that the finencing and legal respomsi®»ility
for this operation be handled by the Grise Fiord and Resolute
Bay Cc-operatives. The Co-operatives concerned have expresaed
interest ip principle in carrying out these operations. Their
respective Boards of Directors, however, have not yet had time
to study the detailed feasibility of each program. In general
teras the economics of the proposal may be as follows:
Praospective hunters will be offered a package deal at a total

fee of $4,000. This amount will cover the following approximate
expegses:

L Airczreft fare per hunter from Montreal or Yellowknife to
Resolute Bay and return and to include shipment of trophies
(bead and hide) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00

=. Fees for Licences approximately -
i) Muskox (to include caribou end wolf) . . . $250.00

ii) White Whale . . . . v & v v 4 4 e ouu .. $ 40.00
1ii) Seel (except bearded seal) . . . . . . . . $ 25.00
V) ADGLINE . . . . 4 . i e 4 e e e e e . $ 2.00

3. Guides' Fees (including remtal of boats) . . . . . $700.00
~. Charter of Local Aircraft . . . . . « « - o . . $1,000.00
5. Co-operative Qutfitters Fee approximately . . . $1,500.00

According to information from the Departmernt of Fisheries,
beluga and seal (except bearded seel) hunting is now eauthorized
in all waters north of Latitude 60° north. In'this manner,
fullest utilization of eircraft can be obteined. The returning
bunters will spend approximaetely another week in the settlement
where they can engege in seal hunting, fishing, etc.

The licence fee of $250. may appear relaetively high, bhowever,
1t should be realized that the Territorial Government will be
confronted anaually by additional expenses which should be
defrayed by the revenues realized through licences.

(e) Bunting of Other Game P

Aa there are substantiel caribou populetions on some islands,
it is recommended that each hunter should be entitled to bag one.
caribou provided the meat remeins with the Eskimo. The taking of
wolves should be permitted. Eech hunter should obtain the other
epumerated licences in order to teke advantage of seal and beluga
hunting as well as of fishing whenever opportunities preegent
themselves. It may be possible that some local persons who own
aircraft would like to participate in muskox hunting. 1In such
instances it is suggested that their expenses should be reduced
by approximetely $1,500.00.

{f) Arctic District Tourist Development Officer

All hunters must make arrangements through the Arctic District
Tourist Development Officer acting on behelf of the Co-operataves.



(g) Licencing and Treining of Guides

Each hunter will be required to be eccompanied by a guide
licensed and appointed by the proper authority.

Despite the fact that preliminary guide training kas already
been conducted, it is strongly recommended that prospective guides
receive at least one week of additional intensive training prior
tc the commencement of the regulaer hunt. This will ensure that
& highly quaelified guide service be avellable within e few years.

As a relatively stiff price is being charged, hunters should
obtain first-class service.

As it will be again mandatory to kill one or two muskox for
the Resolute Bey as well as for the Grise Fiord intensive Guide
Treining Progrem planned for 1967, it is suggested that two
sports writers, (publicity men) could partake in this inmitial
phase. It is alsc very likely that museums will be interested
in obtaining specimens of muskoxen. Suck regquests could be
given favourable consideration. This too should be done under
supervision by the Game Manegement Service in order to provide
for an optimum of guide training. It is evident that the Game
Management Service must also take advaentage of ell opportunities
to gether deteiled informaticn for desligning a soumd sport
hunting program which would exclude as many detrimentel fectors
as possible. In co-operation with Vocetionsl Training, Guide
Treining will be provided by the Game Management Service who will
simulteneously assist the Egkimo Co-operatives throughout the
open season and will also engage in studying the posesibility of
expending the progrem as well as making further investigation
regarding localities where future years' quotes can be taken.
The collection of biological informatiom will be mandatory.

As discussed and egreed to during the meetings with the
Eskimo Co-operatives, each hunter will be accompanied by a
qualified guide. 1In addition, one apprentice guide, receiving
approximately half the pay of a reguiar guide, should be
essigned to each outpost camp to obtain on-the~-spct treining and
to assist in every way possible. Because some muskoxen may be
bagged miies away from cemp, selvaging the meat by Just one
guide may prove to be rather difficult. Any wvastage of mesat must
be avoided by edequate preceutions. After a yYear or two, the
epprentice guide will become e regular guide so that a qualified
guide service will elways be availeble.

(h) Business Manager

The Co-operatives will require assistance in orgenizing
hunts. Because neither of the Eskimo Co-operatives possesses
any experience in outfitting end both are in a disadvantageous
position because of their isoleted geographicel situation, to
correspond wilth prospective hunters or to make the final ar-

rengements, it is strongly recommended that one person be appointed

to act as & business menager and to co-ordinate and arrange all
details pertaining to this sport hunting project. This person
in conjunction with the other staff of the Arctic District
could assist the Co-operatives as follows:

1. Conduct all correspondence with enguirers.

2. Arrenge and confirm bookings for respective co-operatives.

3. Receilve deposits and/or advance paeyments in full.

L. Arrenge and confirm airline reservations.



5. Esteblish billing arrangements between airlines and co-
cperatives.

6. Ensure that the Gamse Management Service is kept informed.

7. Act as purchasing and shipping co-ordinator end expediter
for co-operative materials and supplies.

8. Arrange a tour by a reputable free-lance writer. It is
further suggested thet this officer should also proceed
to Resolute Bay just prior to the open seasons to assist
in arrenging the final phases of the hunt and to complete
the final business transaction (paying local air services,
guides and other persons rendering direct services and
ezking fipal payments to the co-operatives).

(i) English Speaking Eskimo Assistent

It will be necessary to hire one English speaking Eskimo to
assis® the Grise Fiord Eskimo Co-operetive for the duretiom of
its hunts. This person who will be required in the field because
there 1s no Eskimo at Grise Fiord with & sufficient command of
English. This can be arranged by the District Tourist i
Development Officer (funds are available for this purposz}.

Recommendations

The Commissioner recommends that muskox sport hunting on
Queen Elizabeth Islands be epproved for 1968 ip accordance with
the program outlined in this paper. It will have to be adver-
tised immediately to ascertain the number of prospective hunters
intending to hunt muskoxen im 1968. Preparations and ordering
of supplies and materials will require considerable time.




APPENDIX A

CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE STATISTICS ON MUSKOQOX
DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION IN CANADA
(Data obtained between 1960-1962)

Muskox

Area Population
Banks . . . ., . . . e e e e .. 100
Victoria . ., . e e e 670
Prince of Wales . .. 100
Somerset . . . . . . . . ., .. 100
Deven ., e e e e e . 200
Cornwallis . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Bathurst . . . . . . _ . . . . . 1,160
Melville . . . . . ., . . . .. . - 1,000
Amund Ringnes . . . , . . . . . . 10
Axel Heiberg C e e e e e e e e 1,000
Ellesmere . . . . . . . . . . . . L,000

Total - Arctic Islands e v e e e e e e e

Bluenose Lake . . . . . ., , . . . 1060
Paulatuk . . . . . . , . . . . .. 200
¥Thelon Game Sanctuary . . . . . . 700
Northeastern Keewatin . . . . . . 300
Northwestern Keewatin . . . . ., . 200
Total - Arctic Mainland Ce e e e e e e e

GRAND TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .

b e ——

* Revised estimate based on surveys in 1966.

. 8,390

1,500

|



AEFENDIX B

Sumzisy of s Brief from the Pecple of @rise Fiord on Huntipg of
Muskoxen

At the 34th Session of Council, the Membar for Eestern Arctic
tabled 2 brief from the people of Grise Fiord on hunting of
buskoxen. A summary of the recommendations in the brief follows.

(1) If muskox hunting is sllowed the Eakimo pecple should be
allowed to hunt thenm.

Very often Eskimos travel up to 400 miles sn hunts and may
6§e2€ only muskosx in their travels. Curibsu meat sad fish cannot
k2 bought at Grise Fiord and there 1s nd variety of food except
for sea animala. The Eskimcs are running sut =-f food 1m the
cold wiaters woea seals wre kard to 22t. Toe dogs alsz ueed
causkox meat.

(2) Both youag and old buils sksuld be nunted but females with
¢alves should be protected.

It is @ mis%ake to hunt only the old bulls who have the
€Xperieace t> proteet the youngzr muskzx from wolves.

(3) The hunting seascrc should start 1in September and end in Mey.

————

After May the seals are more plentiful and the muskox hide
ts in poor coadition.

(4) Hun-ing should stert in 1967.

(5} A quote of 16 muskdox is sufficlent for Grise Fiord.

{6) Each sport hunter should be limited to & gquot2a of one muskox.

(7) Beskinc Guidza.

There is nc ne=d fror ac Eskim: guide to take & Zocurse 1im
the south bec2usc Eskimc3 are experienced hunters, An older guide
wvho 1s experien:el should be trn sontroi =f ths gport hunter’'s
movements, A younger, less experienced guide, with a knowledge
cf English, shculd also be in the hunting party tc act as an
interpreter.

{8) Eskimos should be able to seal the skins and horns of muskox
that they kill.

(9) Ther= 13 a mneed ior a Game Officer 1p the Easterm Arctic -

60 that regulatioans can be properly enforzed aand chenges
ip reguleticos czn be -ommunicated to the Eskimos.




