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PURPOSE

The Northwest Territories Law Foundation was established pursuant 

to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act for the purpose of receiving 

the interest which banks must pay on clients’ funds held by lawyers 

in mixed trust accounts. It is similar in form to Law Foundations 

established in most provinces.
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OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Law Foundation are to use 
the funds collected in this manner to provide 
funding in the following areas:

•	 conducting research into and 
recommending reform of the law and the 
administration of justice;

•	 establishing, maintaining and operating 
law libraries;

•	 contributing to the legal education and 
knowledge of members and the people 
of the Northwest Territories and providing 
programs and facilities for that purpose;

•	 providing assistance to legal aid programs 
and programs of a similar nature;

•	 contributing to the Assurance Fund; and

•	 to do all other things that are, in the 
opinion of  the board, incidental or 
conducive to the attainment of these 
objects.

policy as to the collection and investment of 
funds. A “grant meeting” is held once a year to 
consider all requests for funding for that fiscal 
year.

Administration and management services are 
provided through an Executive Manager who is 
engaged on a contract basis.

ADMINISTRATION
The affairs of the Foundation are conducted by a 
Board of Directors composed of five members, 
four being members of the Law Society and 
appointed by the Executive of the Law Society 
and one who is not a member of the Law 
Society and is appointed by the Commissioner. 
The Directors serve for a term of two years.

The Directors meet as required to decide on 
policy matters and to deal with the general 
administration of the Foundation including 

BOARD AND 
MANAGEMENT

2013-14
CHAIRPERSON, Sheldon Toner

DIRECTOR, Thomas Druyan	

DIRECTOR, Malinda A. Kellet

DIRECTOR, Paul Parker	

LAY MEMBER, Darrell Beaulieu

EXECUTIVE MANAGER, Wendy Carter
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SCHOLARSHIPS
The Northwest Territories Law Foundation/
Graeme Garson Bursary Fund has monies 
available to assist law students in pursuing 
their legal studies and to encourage Northwest 
Territories graduates of law school to return 
to work in the Northwest Territories after their 
law studies. Qualified applicants are eligible 
for an award of $2,000 per year for three years 
while attending law school and this money is 
not repayable.  When the student secures an 
articling position in the Northwest Territories, 
and if they continue to work in the area of law 
in the Northwest Territories for an additional 
year after articles, the Fund will assist them in 
the amount of $7,000 per year for two years, for 
an overall commitment of $20,000 per student.

Scholarships for the 2014-2015 school year 
were awarded to Daniel T’Seleie, Alexandra 
Ballantyne, Arend Hoekstra, Shad Turner, 
Brendan Bachand and Aaran Ferguson totaling 
$12,000.  

JOHN U. BAYLY 
MEMORIAL 
FUND
The John U. Bayly Memorial Fund 
was established in the memory of the 
late John U. Bayly, Q.C., a prominent 
member of the Northwest Territories bar 
for 30 years, to encourage and facilitate 
the development of mediation skills to 
a resident member in good standing of 
the Northwest Territories Bar.  

Nick Leeson was awarded $2,000 to 
attend the Stitt Feld Handy Group four 
day workshop in Advanced Alternative 
Dispute Resolution. 
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GRANTS AWARDED 

CANADIAN LEGAL INFORMATION 
INSTITUTE (CANLII) - $ 15,055.04
To provide funding for the CANLII project (a 
Virtual Law Library). CANLII is a not for profit 
organization created by the Federation of Law 
Societies of Canada. Their objective is to provide, 
by means of electronic access through the 
Internet, free access to primary legal materials  for 
members of the legal profession and the public. 
The project is funded based on the number of 
members of the bar in each province or territory.  
This contribution covers the cost assessed for the 
Northwest Territories bar.

GNWT – COURT LIBRARY -  
$ 50,000
To assist in the acquisition of both print and 
electronic resources materials for the M.M.de 
Weerdt Law Library. The Court Library is open to 
the public and members of the bar.

NATIVE LAW CENTRE - $10,000
To assist with core funding for the Program 
of Legal Studies for Native People (PLSNP), 
a long standing project at the University of 
Saskatchewan which serves Aboriginal students 
and law schools across the country. The PLSNP 
encourages law schools to recruit and retain 
Aboriginal law students and encourages 
Aboriginal students to consider careers in the 
law.  Each summer, it offers an 8-week program 
which is recognized as the equivalent of the first-
year property law course by most Canadian law 
schools. Students who successfully complete this 
course are exempt from the first year property law 
course.  This gives the students extra time during 
the academic year to adapt to the demands of 
law school and enables them to transfer the skills 
they have developed in the context of property 
law to other areas of the curriculum.  Since its 
inception in 1973 the PLSNP has attracted 31 
Aboriginal Students from the NWT.

FOUNDATION FOR 
ADMINSTRATIVE JUSTICE - 
$15,000
To assist in FOAJ’S e-Learning project to 
produce  online courses in Decision Making and 
Interpreting Legislation.  These online courses 
are designed  to assist tribunal members, staff 
and advocates to competently perform their 
roles.  E-learning also assists in the development, 
delivery and participation for administrative 
justice training in the NWT. FOAJ offers the only 
Certificate in Tribunal Administrative Justice in 
Canada.

TLI CHO GOVERNMENT - 
$9,307.34
To assist in  providing a legal information session 
for the public in Wills and Estate Planning for 
Elders (60 years and older) in the communities 
of Behchoko, Gameti, Wekweeti and Whati.

YELLOWKNIVES DENE FIRST 
NATION - $30,000.00
To increase awareness in and the education of  
the Yellowknives Dene First Nation Community 
Justice Committee on the justice system and 
to assist in the implementation of community 
justice hearings and the delivery of community 
justice programs.

YWCA - $11,500	
To assist with the research, writing, publishing 
and distribution of a plain language manual 
about the legal options for women who are 
experiencing family violence.

LSNT 37th Annual General Meeting 135



Northwest Territories Law Foundation – 2014 Annual Report

5

LSNT 37th Annual General Meeting 136



Northwest Territories Law Foundation – 2014 Annual Report

6

STRATEGIC PLAN  2014-2017

The Northwest Territories Law Foundation 
marked an important milestone in 2012:

30 continuous years serving the people of the 
Northwest Territories.  Since inception, the Law 
Foundation has awarded close to $3.08 million 
dollars in grants, and $255,000 in scholarships.   
Recognizing the significance of this anniversary, 
the Directors of the Law Foundation initiated 
discussions on the future of the organization, 
culminating in this Strategic Plan for the  
2014-2017 period.

The objective of this Strategic Plan are as follows: 

•	 achieve clarity with respect to the mission 
and vision of the Law Foundation;

•	 to prepare for and manage changes on 
the horizon;

•	 to focus decision-making processes on 
key goals; 

•	 to ensure optimal stewardship of Law 
Foundation resources; and 

•	 to improve communications and relations 
with stakeholders.  

The Law Foundation has benefited tremendously 
from the commitment, wisdom and foresight 
of its Directors over the past three decades.  
Implementation of this Strategic Plan, with 
necessary monitoring and recalibrations over 
the next three years, can be one part of ensuring 
that this important institution continues to 
enable the people of the Northwest Territories to 
access justice and the tools of justice well into 
the future. 
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