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'Ac'"' . Northwest . 
· ;rer~ltories Environment. and N.aturai.Resources 

.. , SEP 2 9 2014 

Ms. Violet .Camseii-Biondin 
Chair,Wek'ee:Zhii Land and Water Board 
#1-4905 48th St, 
YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 3S3 

DearMs. Camseii~Biondln: 

. Response to Board·. Reguesf ·for Comments: Ekatl Reclamation Security 
(W2012l2-0001) . 

1 
Ttle Department of. Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) is responding to the 

• Wek'eezhli. Land and Water Board's (Board) request for comments regarding its 
initiative to amend Part C of the Ekati Water Licence W2012L2-0001 to include a 
condition that security be posted within a 90 day timeframe. The Government of the 
Northwe.stTerritbries (GNWT) appreciates and shares the concerns of the Board 
regarding timely. posting of ~Security. This is a matter that is of significance to the 
p'ubllc interest, Which.is a shared interest for the GNWT. 

The GNWT is actively working with Dominion Diamond Corporation (DOC) to address 
and confirm form acceptance and ensure posting of the outstanding security. DOC 
provided ~ formal"writtEm request to the Premier on August 29, 2014 to consider a 
surety bond. The GNWT is in the final stages of its .review, and ENR will advise the 
Board when the outstanding security is· posted. Therefore the GNWT is of the view 
that these circumstances make the 90 day provision unneeessary. 

I 

Although the GNWT shares the concern regarding timely posting, the GNWT is also 
concerned with imposing a timeframe when the process of posting security may rely 
on factors beyond the control of the Licensee, specifically timeframes associated with 
the . Ministerial review of the form of security for acceptability and validity. 
Furthermore, the GNWT Is concerned that the amendment, as proposed, imposes 
obligations on others. beyond the Licensee. In this case, the proposed amendment 
imposes a timeline upon the GNWT to accept the form of security provided. 
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Accordingly, the GNWT is not ~upportive ofthe inclusion .of su~h .an S,IT)~·ndin~nt .. 
Moving forward, however, the GNWT sees timely posting as: an important:porrlRp~ent 
for policy review. On September 12; 20~4 •. thE! Glll'l'f;l: apnQ!Jnped J~~;f~.it<is • 
establishing a new Lia~ilities and FinanciaJAssurance Divisio.llvti~bih.thE!D.eR~.n~E!flt·· 
of Lands. This new Division, in collaboration with GNWT Department!~ with secl!ri.ties · 
mandates, intends to assess and'develc:>P policy for s~.c~,~rities; including the. til11~1y 
posting of security. The GNWTiooJ<s:fo!War'd to fulib~rdiscl!ssiopsan~·cOHa~pration 
with the Land and Water Boards to address.these and other issues thatwe share .. 
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Thank you for providing the GIIIWT}he opportunity to comment on the Board's 
initiative. If you have an·y . questions please 'contact. rny$elf, Mr, • UoeLHoJder, at · 
867- Bn7107 or Ms. Carla Coni'<in, Director of Liabilities·and'F,inandaiAssllrances, 
Department of Lands at 867-920-6996. . · •. ·. · · ·· · · 

.. , '·. }:f~~ 
.· ·. Joel Holder:. . , · .. · · .. 

· · Mal)ager, ·· · ·Environmental Impact ·1 
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