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Rohert Alexle, president

" of the Gwich'in Tribal
Council, was one of the
dignitaries signing off on
the devolution agreement
June 25, 2012, The
territorial government has
betrayed the trust of
Tlicho, Gwich'in and
Sahtu signatories

to develution by not

- standing against changes
to the Mackenzie Valley
Rescurce Management
Act being lumped in with .
the devolution bill,

TR [

'

Devolutlon dlshonored

Premler sold out abonglnal partners to get devolution deal

Korthern News Services

Has Premier Bob McLeod and
cabmet traded the recently hard-
won trust of Tlicho, Sahtu and
Gwich'in people for devolution?

At ameeting last week in Yellow-
knife to address the devolition and
- regulatory system omnibus bilk with

the federal Special Commitiee on

** Aboriginal Affairs and Northern

Development, McLeod sald, "What-
ever their views on this specific
legislation, | hope everyone in the
Northwest Territories supports the
basie premise that decisions about
the North should be made as close
1o home as possible.” ]

Ironically, Input over those deci-
sions ~ despite the government's
continued assertions to the con-
trary - will be seriously diluted by
the other half of the devolution biil
which will dissolve regional land
and water boards for the creatwn of
a single super board. -

It's not the first time cabinet
crumbled when given a choice . -
between standing up to Ottawa ‘and
the seclrity of its devolution nego—
tiations.

In February 2013 cablnet
teamed up fo help defeat a motion
made by MLA Bob Bromley to
ctiticize the conservative govern- - -
ment for its lack of consultation *

- regarding changes to national

THE ISSUE:
SUPER BOARD‘

. WE SAY; o
NOT WORTH THE PRICE OF
DEVOLUTION .

envirénmental leglslation.
-The debate at that time demon-
strated that criticizing Ottawa was

- off bounds. .

Whether Ottawa has the right to
create a super board in the NWT
is irrelevant, What matters Is three
groups of people fought hard for
the right to self-government and
negotiated in good falth for the

“tight to help shape decisions at

the regional level. They have heen
abandoned by their government,
Accepting the linkage of the
two distinctly different legislative
bills affecting the:NWT betrays the
Sahtu, Tiicho and Gwich'in govern-
ments who all warked with the
GNWT until they had built-the trust
to sign onto the devolution. The
Gwich'in went sc far as to'drop a

_lawsuit that might have held up the

deal. Premier MclLeod's leadership
was applauded. - .
 Then, on a political whim,

Bill C-15 turmed devolution into

‘Ottawa's proverbial carrot on the

stick. The GNWT leadership chose -

to sacriﬂce its relatlons with aborig—

-inal governments, a stark contrast

to the goal the assembly began’ -
with, which was to strengthen those
bonds. ‘ ’

While devolution is undeniably .
good for the NWT, what the GNWT
is losing In return - regional input,
trust and co-operation, not to men-
tion political integrity - tamishes .
the accomplishment, i

Worse, this so-called super board
Is nothing more than a nublic rela-
tions move to placate the global,
cash-starved mining industry at the
expense of Northerners.

The regional boards, by all

- accounts, worked with industry and

bolstered. public confidence that
development was being done to the .

" benefit of the people affected,

1t was the federally anointed,
unmoving Mackenzie pipeline
review hoard, the patronage-riddled
Mackenzie Valley Environmental -
Review Board and successive

_name-changing, game-changing

federal cabinet ministers which
were all directly responsible, yet

“unaccountable, for stalling any pro-
- jects:

Yet neither McLeod nor cabinet

‘ "uttered one public word of defence.
To lose after a good fight brings

honor. Offering no resistance brings
the opposlle





