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ANNUAL REPORT 2011 
OF 

THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST COMMISSIONER 
FOR THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

 
 
 
 

The following is my Annual Report for the calendar year 2011, as required by subsection 
 

99(1) of the Legislative Assembly and Executive Council Act (the "Act"). 
 

 
 

The Conflict of Interest Commissioner is a position created by Statute, and is one of 

several officers of the Legislative Assembly.  Every provincial and territorial government 

in Canada, as well as the Government of Canada, has a Conflict of Interest or Ethics 

Commissioner to enhance the democratic process. 

 
 

In December, 2011, a report was made public by a committee ofthose commissioned to 

review the mandates and operations of the Legislative Officers of the Province ofNew 

Brunswick.  At page 12 of the report, the following is stated: 

 
 

"... we take the view that legislative officers in parliamentary 
democracies were created for the primary purpose of helping 
legislators make the business of government more open, 
transparent and honest than it would otherwise be and, in so doing, 
make good governance more likely." 

 
 

That is the view that has guided me in my years as Conflict of Interest Commissioner for 

the Northwest Territories.   In this jurisdiction we have the only consensual form of 

government in Canada.  When King John granted the Magna Carta in 1215, the first 

forms of government were made up of individuals elected to parliament with no political 

party ties, a system very similar to what presently prevails in the Northwest Territories. 

It has been a pleasure to have been an observer and participant as Conflict of Interest 
 

Commissioner  in this consensual form of government. 
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DISCLOSURE PROCESS 

Private Disclosure Statements of Members 

Each Member is required under the Act to file with me a statement of the member's 

assets, income and liabilities as detailed by Section 87 of the Act.  This obligation 

extends to the financial affairs of the Member's spouse and dependant children. 

 
 

In the year 2011, the date by which each Member was obliged to file his or her statement 

with me was December 27, 2011. 

 
 

Each of the members duly filed the required statement with me on or before December 
 

27, 2011, with the exception of Kevin Menicoche, MLA for Nahendeh.   Mr. Menicoche 

applied to me for an extension of time within which to file his Disclosure Statement as 

permitted under section 97 of the Act. 

 
 

"Extension of time 
 

97.  Where  a provision  of this  Part  requires  a  member  to  do 
anything  within a specified period of time, the Conflict  of 
Interest Commissioner may, on the written request of the 
member,  extend  that  time  by such  additional  number  of 
days as the Conflict of Interest Commissioner  considers  to 
be reasonable in the circumstances." 

 
 

Mr. Menicoche's request to me was to extend the time to January 19, 2012, for the filing 

of his Disclosure Statement.  I granted this request and Mr. Menicoche filed his 

Disclosure Statement within the extended time. 
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Required Meeting of Members with Conflict of Interest Commissioner 
 

 
 

Following the filing with me of private disclosure statements by the Members, the 

Members are obliged to meet with me to review their private disclosure statements and 

discuss their obligations under Part 3 of the Act.  This requirement is set forth in Section 

88 of the Act. 
 

 
 

"Meeting with Conflict of Interest Commissioner 
 

88.       After filing a disclosure statement, a member shall, as soon 
as is reasonably practicable, meet with the Conflict of Interest 
Commissioner  to ensure  that adequate  disclosure  has  been made 
and to obtain  advice  from the Conflict  of Interest  Commissioner 
with respect to the member's obligations under this Part." 

 
 

Each of the Members carried out his/her respective obligations  in this regard during the 

three-day period of February, 14, 15 and 16,2011. These meetings related to the Private 

Disclosure Statements of Members filed during December of 2010. 

 
 

Public Disclosure Statements 
 

 
 

A Public Disclosure Statement respecting each Member was duly prepared by myself and 

filed in the register maintained for this purpose with the Legislative Librarian as required 

by section 89 of the Act. This process was completed during the month of March, 2011. 

 
 
 
 

ORIENTATION  MEETING 
 
 

A general election of members to serve in the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest 

Territories was held, as required by Statute, on October 3, 2011.  Five individuals were 

elected to the Legislative Assembly for the first time.  On November 15,2011, I had the 

opportunity to meet with some of the persons who had been newly elected to the 
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Legislative Assembly.  On this occasion, I reviewed with them their statutory obligations 

set forth in Part 3 of the Act.  Each ofthese persons was anxious to learn and fully 

understand his respective duties in relation to conflict of interest issues. 

 
 
 
 

I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation  to officers and staff members of the 

Legislative  Assembly  for  their gracious  assistance  throughout  the  year.   Tim  Mercer, 

Clerk  of  Assembly,  his  associates,  Tanis  Sterling  and  Haylee  Carlson,  together  with 

Shirley Firth-Larsson and Cynthia James have all been pleasantly helpful at every tum. 

 
 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
 

 
 
 
 

Dated this 2nd day of August, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerald L. Gerrand, Q.C. 
Conflict of Interest Commissioner 
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