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YELLOWKNIFE , NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, NOV EMBER 16 , 1987 

Hon . Ti t us Allooloo , Mr . Angott i t auruq , Mr . Arlookt oo , Hon . Michael Ballantyne , Mr . Butters , Hon . 
Nellie Cournoyea, Mr . Crow, Mr . Ernerk , Hon . Stephen Kak fwi , Mr . Kilabuk , Mr . Gargan , Mr . Lewi s, 
Hon . Jeannie Marie-Jewell , Mr . McLaughlin , Mr . Morin , Mr . Nerysoo , Hon . Dennis Patterson , Hon . Red 
Pedersen , Mr . Pollard , Mr . Pudluk , Mr . Richard , Hon . Nick Sibbeston , Hon . Gordon Wray , Mr . Zoe 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon . Red Pedersen) : The House wil l come to order , pl ease . Orders of the day for Monday , 
November 16 . It em 2, Mini sters ' st atements. Mr . Patterson . 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Mini ster' s Statement 1- 87(2) : Port folio Appoint ment s 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speaker , I rise to announce the portfolio 
assignments for the 11th Assembly's cabinet . 

But before I do , Mr . Speaker, I want to pay tribute to Ludy Pudluk , the former Minister of 
Government Services and Culture and Communications; to you , Mr . Speaker, as the former Minister of 
Renewable Resources and Personnel; to Bruce McLaughlin , the former Minister of Health and Social 
Services and the Minister responsible for the Workers' Compensation Board; and to Tom Butters , the 
former Minister of Finance and Energy, Mines and Resources, chairman of the Financial Management 
Board and Minister responsible for the Public Utilities Board . 

Mr . Pudluk accepted responsibilities as a cabinet Member in March of this year . Although he was a 
Member of cabinet for a relatively short period of time, he quickly brought himself up to date and 
added much to our discussions . 

Mr . Speaker, your contribution ·to the 10th Assembly's cabinet should be noted . You held 
responsibilities for Renewable Resources, Culture and Conmunications, Personnel, the Women's 
Secretariat and the Equal Employment Directorate during your two years on the Executive Council . 
Under your direction, much progress has been made in countering the misguided efforts of national 
and international anti - trapping and animal right s groups . 

Bruce McLaughlin has seen a number of mi 1 es tones during his four -year term on the Execut ive 
Council . As Minister of Social Services, he directed our government's ultimately very successful 
negotiations with the federal government over implementation of young offenders legislation . As 
Minister of Health , he negotiated the transfer of all federal government responsibilities for 
heal t h in the Baffin Region to our government and from this government on t o a regional health 
board . Mr . Speaker , with t his first transfer of health responsibilities , Mr . McLaughlin has laid 
firm groundwork for similar transfers in the rest of the Northwest Territories , scheduled for early 
next fi scal year . 
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Mr . Speaker, it may be easier for me to tell you about the portfolios not held by Tom Butters than 
to mention those he has held . It would certainly take less time . Mr. Butters was first appointed 
to t he Executive Council in March of 1978 and was given responsibility for Natural and Cultural 
Affairs . Since 1978 he has had responsibility for seven other departments, three secretari ats and 
at least a couple of boards . Since June of 1981 he has chaired the Financial Management Board . He 
has been referred to as the dean of this Assembly and he has certainly been that on the Executive 
Council. 

-- -Applause 

Mr . Speaker, over hi s almost 10 years on t he Executive Council, Mr. Butters has been an exampl e to 
his colleagues . Hi s deep sense of public service and responsibility to all residents of the 
Northwest Territories has been clear for all to see . He has willingly shared hi _s experience and 
wisdom with new Members of Executive Councils. He always stood ready to accept difficult Executive 
assignment s and carry t hem out with unfl agg ing energy . 

Mr. Speaker, I know al l Members join with me in t hanking Mr . Pudluk, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Butters 
and yoursel f, sir, for t he contributions made while Members of cabinet. 

---Applause 

Mr . Speaker, I wa nt to share with Members my reasoning in the assignment of portfolios to t hi s 11th 
Assembly's cabinet. Let me say at the outset , Mr . Speaker, that I see these portfolio assignments 
as being of a short-term nature . There are reasons for this. As Members may know, Mr. Speaker, I 
feel strongly t hat your cabinet must , on an urgent basis , chart i ts course for t he next four 
years. We must be clear about the goals we want t o achieve and know how we are going to achieve 
t hem . To do t his , cabinet will meet as soon as possible following this session of the Assembly for 
intensive discussions to establish our goals for the next four years and beyond . 

In the interim , however , there is a budget to defend before the standing committee on finance with 
the next two months or so. This budget review by your standing committee and the day-to-day 
decisions required of government must go ahead while cabinet , at the same time, is working on the 
establishment of long-range governmental goals . Cont inuity and stability in ministerial direction 
are therefore important during this time. Mr . Speaker , the assignments I will be announcing today 
are an effort to provide new Members of the Executive Council with duties relevant to their 
experience, abilities and interests while ensuring as much continuity as possible from incumbent 
Members . 

It is my intention that once the standing committee on finance review of the proposed budget is 
complete and cabinet has established its long - range goals through the strategy-setting discussions 
mentioned earlier, I will review portfolio assignments. In other words, Mr. Speaker , the 
assignments I am announcing today should be seen as assignments in the short term, with portfolio 
assignments for the longer term to be made in the next few months. 

I should make it clear, Mr. Speaker, that while some Ministers may be holding their portfolio 
assignments for only a relatively short while, they will be expected to carry out their full 
responsibilities as Ministers during that time. 

AN HON . MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

Portfolio Appointments Of Executive Council 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker , with this background, I am pleased to advise the House of 
these first portfolio appointments of your Executive Council . 

As Government Leader, I will chair the cabinet, the priorities and planning committee and political 
and constitutional development committee . I will also act as deputy chairman of the Financial 
Management Board. I will have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of the Executive and 
Education, for intergovernmental affairs and for the office of devolution . 

Mr . Speaker, the Hon . Nick Sibbeston will be the deputy chairman of cabinet . Mr . Sibbeston will 
have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of Economic Development and Tourism and the 
Science Institute. 

---Applause 
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The Hon . Gordon Wray, Mr . Speaker, will have portfolio responsibilities for the Department of 
Municipal and Community Affairs, the Department of Personnel , the Equal Employment Directorate and 
the Depart ment of Public Works and Highway s. Mr . Wray will continue to be the Minister responsible 
for co-ordinating this government's activities related to the closure of Pine Point. 

---Applause 

Mr . Speaker, the Hon . Michael Ballantyne will be chairman of the Financial Management Board and the 
legislation and house planning committee . Mr . Ballantyne will be the Government House Leader . He 
will have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of Finance and Justice . 

---Applause 

Mr . Speaker , the Hon . Nellie Cournoyea will have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of 
Health and Energy, Mines· and Resources . Ms Cournoyea will also be the Minister responsible for the 
Public Utilities Board . 

---Applause 

Mr . Speaker , the Hon . Titus Allooloo will have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of 
Culture and Communications and Renewable Resources . Mr . Allooloo will be the Associate Minister of 
Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development . 

---Applause 

The Hon . Jeannie Marie -Jewell will have portfolio responsibilities for the Departments of Social 
Services , the Women's Secretariat, the Highway Transport Board and the Workers' Compensation 
Board . Mrs . Marie-Jewell will also be the Minister responsible for Youth . 

Mr. Speaker, the Hon . Stephen Kakfwi will be the Minister responsible for Aboriginal Rights and 
Constitutional Development . Mr . Kakfwi will have portfolio responsibility for the Departments of 
Government Services and the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation . Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

---Applause 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Government Leader . Ministers' statements . 

Item 3, Members' statements . Members' statements . 

Item 4, returns to oral questions. Item 5, oral questions. Mr. Ernerk . 

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 01-87(2): Closing Down Of Sewing Centres 

MR . ERNERK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask a question of the Government of the 
NWT. In 1987 there were a number of sewing centres that were closed down. I would like to know 
why and I would 1 i ke to know the number of employees who 1 ost their jobs and how 1 ong they were 
employed before they lost their jobs. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ernerk . Which Minister would like to field that question? Mr . 
Sibbeston. 

Return To Question 01 -87(2): Closing Down Of Sewing Centres 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr . Speaker, I can advise the Member that throughout the last couple of years 
the government has closed down a number of sewing centres and a number of craft shops throughout 
the Northwest Territories. This was done in the interest of privatizing these buildings and these 
undertakings . Government, on an annual basis, was losing money. So in the public interest it was 
decided that they should be closed and sold. In many cases the craft shops and sewing centres have 
been sold. Some I know have been closed without any purchasers being found. 
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As to the preci se number of people t hat lost jobs, this is something that I do not have information 
on and I would be very pleased to provide t he Member with t hat information in due course . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Mini ster, you are tak ing the question as notice. Oral questions . 
Mr . Arlooktoo. 

Question 02 -87(2) : Improvements To Community Radio Equipment, Cape Dorset 

MR . ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister of 
Culture and Communications , the Hon . Titus Allooloo . I am aware the satellite dish is being 
handled by CRTC . I would like to know if the Minister of Culture and Communications could look 
into this -- whether or not the dish could be improved. The community radio is not operating 
properly because of the poor equipment. I realize your department cannot work on this alone. I 
would like to know whether your department could look into this and make some improvements in 
community radio . The corrmunity is growing and the dish is not adequate for the size of the 
community . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Allooloo . 

HON . TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Translation) I will take the question as notice . (Translation ends) 

I will take the question as notice, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral questions . Mr . Kilabuk . 

Question 03-87(2): Translation And Distribution Of Hamlets Act 

MR . KILABUK: (Translation) Mr . Speaker, I will direct my question to the Minister of Municipal and 
Corrmunity Affairs . I would like to know if the Hamlets Act will be distributed to the hamlets and 
translated into Inuktitut . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Wray . 

Return To Question 03-87(2) : Translation And Distribution Of Hamlets Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . The legislation is already translated and was 
distributed to the community offices several months ago. In fact in Igloolik at the last Baffin 
Regional Council meeting, they were shown draft copies of the Inuktitut translation. Since the 
bill was passed in the House in the winter, the Department of Culture and Conmunications has been 
finalizing the Inuktitut translation and they will be distributed shortly to the communities . But 
they have already had the Inuktitut translation for several months. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral questions . There do not appear to be any more oral 
questions. 

I would at this time like to recognize in the gallery students of the affirmative action program of 
Arctic College and their instructor Peggy Wilkes-Geary . Will you stand, please? 

---Applause 

Thank you . Item 6, written questions . 

Item 7, returns to written questions . Item 8, replies to Opening Address . Mr. Lewis . 

ITEM 8: REPLIES TO OPENING ADDRESS 

Mr. Lewis' Reply 

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, since we have an opportunity today to make our responses to the Opening 
Address and since we have been very, very busy over the last week, many of us had little time to 
give thought to making a response today . However, my wife has been away in Halifax for the last 
few days and I have 1 eft al 1 the housework for her when she comes back ... 

---Laughter 
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••• since I think that it is a very important duty for a new Member, recently elect ed , to show some 
responsibility , immediately, in this House . 

MR . BUTTERS : Not in your own house . 

---Laughter 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : What about your underwear? 

---Laughter 

MR . LEWIS : Mr . Speaker, this will look at first glance like a very disorganized response to the 
Opening Address , since it is written on two big cards, about 20 very small cards , six pieces of 
paper from this Legislative Assembly and about 20 pieces of paper torn from my son's scribbler that 
he uses as a student at Sir John Franklin school . It will appear then like a lot of pieces of 
paper taken from several garbage cans, rather than a professional speech . 

Satisfaction In Serving Northern People 

Mr . Speaker, when I came to this land in 1963, I did not come here in the pursuit of wealth. I was 
married in Vancouver and three weeks later I was at Cape Dorset on Baffin Island . I was an 
immigrant from Wales with a Canadian wife and a desire to do something worth while with my life . 
For the last 24 years my life has been a very satisfying one in the service of northern people , 
although like Mr . Ballantyne, Mr . Patterson, Mr . Kakfwi, Mr . Richard, Mr. Sibbeston and many other 
Members of this House, I spent some of my earlier years at university. However, I can say today 
quite honestly, Mr . Speaker, that I have learned far more from my experiences living in this 
fascinating place than I ever learned from books . 

I would like to state now that I consider this to be my home . When I think of Canada, I do not 
think of Ottawa and I do not think of Edmonton . I think of the land that is north of 60 because 
this is where I have chosen to live . I did not come to the Northwest Terri tori es to steal 
anybody's land in the way that, perhaps, some settlers took it from native people in southern 
Canada many years ago . All I have ever wanted was a place to live and a place to work . 

When I came as a school principal all those years ago, Mr. Speaker, Canadians knew very little 
about the North and they cared even less . Very few young southern Canadians were then interested 
in going to live in remote places. The newspapers were full of jobs and you could go anywhere in 
Canada and you had a vast choice . Most of them wanted to go to the cities because that was where 
the action was . There are very few white people now living in Baffin Island who were there when I 
first arrived in 1963 . They were mostly transients and have returned south to be close to friends 
and to relatives . I have lived in Yellowkn,ife for the past 14 years, Mr. Speaker, and stil1 stay 
in touch with many of those people in the Eastern Arctic whom I got to know when I first came 
there. Although I live in the West, I still consider myself -a northerner and do not share the 
feeling common to many Canadians that somehow living in the North is inferior nor believe that 
somebody living here is in any way inferior. This is a place for people of all races to develop a 
unique society. 

My riding of Yellowknife Centre, Mr. Speaker, contains people from all over the world. I am deeply 
honoured that people from so many different backgrounds, speaking so many different languages, 
quite wealthy people and ordinary working people, chose me to be their representative in this 
House. I am very moved that people saw me as a man with no great driving personal ambition, who 
wanted this responsibility for personal gain. I am also moved because people have accepted the 
fact that my only interest is in helping to make the North a better pl ace for peopl r of all races 
to live and work together. Everything that I have ever achieved in my life, Mr. Speaker, I have 
achieved because of hard work and merit, because I believe in that value . There is a tremendous 
amount of work ahead for all of us. 

Process For Choosing Government Should Be Public 

This week 24 people from all over the Territories worked behind closed doors to determine who would 
lead our government over the next four years . It was a fascinating experience, much of which 
should have been shared with the public . In fact, the decision to make the process public only 
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lost by a narrow margin of 12 votes to 11 , with one abstention . I am one of those people who would 
like to bring our government out into the open . I would like people to see what now happens behind 
closed doors . 

I was one of the 15 Members who eventually offered themselves as candidates for Executive Council 
positions . Although I was not one of the eight chosen and was highly critical of the process, I am 
satisfied that the people chosen were selected on merit, past performance and on the vast potential 
they have to offer for this government in the years ahead . 

My constituents, Mr . Speaker, chose me to work for them, not for myself and not even for 
government . A 1 though, 1 i ke Mr . MacQuarri e, I did not get into what he often ref erred to as 
"heaven 11

, because that is the word he used for the Executive Council, it is not in my nature to 
question anything that is done democratically . In fact, I was far more interested in knowing about 
the direction of our new government than in the choice of Ministers and my co 11 eagues were very 
well aware of that fact . 

Talented People Could Not Be Used 

My one regret, Mr. Speaker, is that in what I call the lottery system of choosing Ministers, some 
talented people could not be used. And I will not elaborate on that but it is something that 
should make us think carefully about future directions that we may want to take. It is my hope the 
new government, in the absence of any plan or platform that it is committed to, will come up with a 
program that it can offer the pub 1 i c in the next budget speech. We have a new government and 
because there is no official opposition, it becomes the duty of all ordinary Members like myself to 
keep our government honest and accou~table. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

- --Applause 

MR . LEWIS: If you recall, it was the issue of accountability that dominated the election 
campaign. The last government was not defeated at the polls in the way governments are defeated 
e 1 sewhere. There are four surviving Members of the 1 ast government. They are all strong 
individuals. It is my hope that they will ,not behave as though they were continuing with the 
agenda of a government that is no longer in power. The Assembly elected our new government and it 
should continue to be subject to the will of the Assembly. I would also like to remind Members 
that you are where you are because we in the Assembly put you there. 

Public Servants Vote For MLAs 

I have heard many unkind comments about public servants over the last couple of months, both from 
people who are MLAs and from ordinary people. This is strange behaviour coming from people who 
only a month or so ago were begging them for their vote. Government is the main source of 
employment in the NWT and that is how most people make their living. Northern workers are watching 
with great interest how soon we forget those people who put us where we are. 

Mr. Speaker, I was to 1 d on the weekend that, in the past, peop 1 e have attempted to beat previous 
records for 1 ength of responses to the Opening Address. I would 1 i ke to tell Members this 
afternoon that it is not my intention to try to beat Mr. Gordon Wray's, if I may use his name, 
record of one hour and 45 minutes. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Two hours and 45 minutes. 

---Laughter 

MR. LEWIS: I would like to point out, though, Mr. Speaker, that I have at one time spoken for more 
than six hours. 

---Laughter 

Like al 1 of you I took an enormous risk when I decided to become a candidate for office in this 
Assembly. Although I have lived in Yellowknife for 14 years, I have had no political ambitions . 
To the public, I am sure, I was a very remote figure who led a quiet family life . A very unlikely 
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politici an. I had no political friends. My good wife attempted to persuade me that a man who 
passes even hi s own children and wife on the street without noticing them had not a very good 
chance in poli tics. 

---Laughter 

It was a challenge I could not resist because I have al ways believed that most things can be 
achieved through hard work, intelligence and imagination . I now try very hard not to get too deep 
in thought on t he street when I come to work and I remind myself that if I want to disappear into a 
world of my own, I will do it in my study at home or at my cabin at Prelude Lake on the weekend . 

New Way Of Life 

I have adopted a new way of life and so far it promises to be a very rewarding and interesting 
experience . I have made many new friends and have come close to understanding the real soul of 
this city . I very much admired the work of the former MLA for Yellowknife Centre , Mr . MacQuarrie . 
He served his people well and I intend to continue the high level of service he provided for this 
riding . It is the riding in which our Legislature conducts its business and it is fitting that I 
begin this first response to the Opening Address in this chamber. It is also the home of many 
government Ministers , at least for four years , and for many of the senior staff of this 
government . 

I would like at this time to tell all Members as clearly as I possibly can why I disapprove 
strongly of some of the initiatives taken by the last government , and I voice these sentiments on 
behalf of my constituents when I say this -- when I finish with these papers , Mr . Speaker, I will 
then get into my addres s ••• 

---Laughter 

AN HON . MEMBER: DPW . 

HON . GORDON WRAY: May as well start where MacQuarrie left off . 

---Laughter 

Government Should Be Responsive To Wishes Of Assembly 

MR. LEWIS: It is my hope that this next government will be responsive to the wishes of this 
Assembly . I would like to remind Ministers once again that it was this Assembly that put you where 
you are . We agreed in democratic fashion who the Ministers would be. You cannot now begin to 
behave as though we no longer matter. You cannot now behave as a government in power with a 
majority which will guarantee your survival for the next four years. If you do, it will be at your 
peril. At the moment you have the support of 24 people and it is my intention to try to keep it 
that way. 

The 15 ordinary Members have agreed to form a committee of ordinary Members. In no sense will this 
group, if I have my way, act as a government in waiting. It will instead act as a panel committed 
to making government accountable for its actions on a day by day basis when we meet. I will not be 
happy, Mr . Speaker, when I want answers on matters of great importance to my constituency, to find 
that many of the seats now occupied by Executive Council Members are empty. I believe that when 
you take on this responsibility, you take on the responsibility to fill a portfolio and to be there 
and to be accountable when this chamber meets. The only excuse I believe any of us would accept 
would be something of great pressing importance or a matter of personal grief or sickness. 

With these few opening remarks, Mr . Speaker, I would like to now address myself, fully, to the 
Opening Address . First, I would like to commend the Commissioner for not putting in front of this 
House a plan of action for the next four years . In the past, government tended to roll on from one 
to the next, and only during its term was it able to indicate to the public what kind of government 
it was getting . That is one of the weaknesses of the current system. At present, the public does 
not know when they vote exactly what they are voting for . No one individual can deliver anything 
to that public unless he is part of a group of like-minded individuals committed to the same set of 
ideas . I am very happy that our new Government Leader has agreed to sit down immediately with his 
cabinet colleagues to put its political agenda together . It is in these remarks, in response to 
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the Opening Address, that Members have the chance to tell the Leader exactly what we think he 
should be doing . And that is why I have taken the opportunity today, Mr . Speaker, to begin that 
process of telling him what we think should happen in the next four years, which he and his 
Executive Council will have responsibility to execute . 

Now I get to some notes on my son 1 s notepaper, Mr . Speaker . I will attempt to chop it down so that 
we do not make this a laborious marathon effort . 

In the Commissioner 1 s brief remarks he made reference to our young people and the need to provide 
them with employment now and in the years ahead . There has been much talk about our people in the 
years gone by . We often talk about our people, about who they are, where they come from, and where 
they are heading . Well, what I have to say this afternoon I shall divide into three very simple 
sections . Who are our people? What are their problems now? And what are some of the solutions to 
these problems? 

Multicultural And Multilingual Society 

Mr. Speaker, we are a unique multicultural and multilingual society . The aboriginal people who 
make up a majority share the same muddled world as I do. We make use of much of the same 
technology in our daily lives. We share many of the same values. We all hope for a safe, secure 
future for our children. I can make a long list of what we have in common . Where we differ 
sometimes is in our understanding of what has made us what we are today. 

We have to go back a long way in hi story if we want to find an aboriginal society that was 
unaffected by the arrival of non-native people. In fact, we have to go back more than 400 years . 
The main feature, in my opinion, of the history of the Northwest Territories for the last 400 years 
is the growth of contact between native and noti-native people. The contact within and among 
northern tribes is insignificant compared with the impact of outside forces on the development of 
the North . Many of the people who call themselves aboriginal people today owe their very existence 
to the many non-native people of one kind or another who came north over the past 400 years. Some 
remarkable people have walked this land since 1576. They came for many reasons: to look for gold, 
fur, whales, oil or simply adventure and the pursuit of knowledge. Some stayed, married and died 
here. Some fathered children and left after a short period of time. 

I am amused when I hear some people, especially some native leaders, quite openly say they wish 
that non-native people had not come to this land and that the ones that are still here should 
perhaps leave. The irony of this philosophy, Mr. Speaker, is that very many talented people would 
not be here unless their European ancestors had settled in this place over the last several hundred 
years. They offer the very best of what the mixture of races has to off er. They can use their 
talents to create harmony among northern people. It is my hope that we will all dedicate ourselves 
to that process in the years ahead. I have learned enough over the past few weeks to convince me 
that the promotion of harmony among our people is one of the biggest challenges that the North 
faces. 

I would like all Members to note that non-native 
my riding, Mr. Speaker, are a minority. I will 
Assembly. It is my hope that the Members of 
non-native minority throughout the Terri tori es. 
which they treat their minorities. 

people are here to stay. The aboriginal people in 
represent them and their interests fully in this 
the Executive Council wi 11 do the same for the 
After all, societies are judged by the way in 

Over the past 20 years I have become very interested in northern history. I would esp.ecially like 
the two non-native Members from the Eastern Arctic to note the tradition of which they are a very 
important part. Like them, people from all over the world have settled in this North and they have 
married local women. They have left a mark which will last until eternity. I just mention a few 
of these people because they are part of a tradition which goes back a very long way. Just simply 
going through the phone book and looking at names from many of our communities, you will see 
distinguished names such as: Evans, Norwegian, Ford, Voisey, Tourangeau, Jones, Mandeville, 
Berens, Hardy, Firth, Lennie, Norn, Erasmus, Heron, Hardisty, Porter, Stein, Carpenter, 
Klengenberg, Binder, Sibbeston, Lafferty, Beaulieu, Gaudet . I could go on and on at great length, 
but I promised Mr. Butters that in the interest of brevity I would not bring my Bible to quote 
extensively, and I would not bring a telephone book. I could deal at great length and point out 
that who we are has been developed over hundreds of years and I do not need to go into great detail 
in order to elaborate on that point. We are a mixed bag of people, whichever way we want to look 
at it . 
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A Third World Economy 

Now that I have dealt to some degree , and very briefly as I promised, with who we are, I would now 
like to deal with what our problems are . Our number one problem is that we have a Ministry of 
Economic Development, Mr . Speaker, but we have no economy . All we have is mining, public service 
and a small construction industry . We generate little wealth of our own . We simply recirculate 
tax dollars in the form of wages to public servants, to services and contracts for capital 
projects . This is the number one problem facing the Northwest Territories today, as it has been 
for the last 50 years . We provide a high level of service to people, which we cannot afford . We 
have a cadillac government and a third world economy . We have every economic disadvantage and few 
advantages . We are a long way from the market pl ace . We have an inexperienced, small , untrained 
work force . We have an unstable political climate . The traditional economy based on fur and 
sealskins has been depressed . The arts and crafts industry , now worth about $15 million a year , 
faces a likely lowering of demand in the very difficult economic times that most of us can see 
ahead. 

Government Spending 

Government spending. I am not a trained economist, Mr . Speaker, but this is a second problem area 
for us . I have read widely in the area al)d have learned much through experience and business. I 
fully support the use of public funds to assist economic recovery . I accept that under certain 
circumstances a deficit budget could be justified. But I found the deficit budget at the last 
budget session difficult, if not impossible, to justify. Only under very special circumstances can 
this cadillac government justify deficit spending . We do not have an economy like that which 
exists in southern Canada . Although there was a shut-down of activity in the Beaufort Sea, I saw 
no significant downturn in other parts of the Territories . There were no factories closed, 
industry was not suffering, the closure of a couple of mines was compensated for by an overall 
growth in the mining sector . The only justification for a budget deficit in this part of the 
world, Mr. Speaker, is in the creation of new jobs and spinoff dollars into northern businesses . 

I was absolutely shocked that no one asked the previous government how many new jobs were being 
created and how many new dollars would be earned as a result of the deficit. In every other 
government, that would have been the first question that they would have been asked by a vicious 
opposition. And it is to the credit of this government and the people who sat outside of 11 heaven 11

, 

that they did not pursue you on it. 

The deficit budget, including the fast-tracking of programs, was, as far as the public was 
concerned, an election budget. It was constructed in the interest of politicians, not in the 
general interest of the people of the Northwest Territories. Four Members of the previous 
government currently sit on the Executive Council. They have al ready had a major impact on the 
budget of the new government since the process began a long time ago in the life of that 
government. In fact, it may be already on its way to the printers, as far as I know. 

Public Demand For Change 

If this government is truly a new government, it should behave like one. Last week behind closed 
doors, many Members were prepared to indicate what they thought the new government should do. Many 
of us were elected because our friends wanted some new directions. If elections mean anything at 
all, it should be to assess the public mood and opinion. The fact that there are 10 new MLAs 
should convi nee everyone that there was a public demand for change. 

The fact that there are so many new MLAs in the present Executive Council, should give the same 
indication of the need for change. People who have worked hard and saved their money to meet 
unknown needs, are responsible people. The last government spent all its savings. It behaved like 
a young man who has received an inheritance from a rich relative and blew the whole lot on a wild 
weekend of spending. The argument I have heard is that money in the bank weakened our position in 
negotiations with the federal government that was looking for ways to decrease its own deficit. 
This argument, despite the convincing words of Mr. Butters, I still believe is absolute nonsense 
since we have a signed agreement with the federal government which gives us a funding arrangement 
for three years which can be extended to five. Even when we had to go begging to Ottawa every year 



- 22 -

t o just i fy our budget and t here were close federa l control s, we were able t o buil d up a reserve 
f und . The reserve was ofte n questi oned, but t he te rritor i al government was allowe d to keep i ts 
sur plus, si nce i t encou raged good management . 

Unde r t he new funding arrangement, t he accountabi l ity i s not t o Ottawa, it i s to t hi s Assembly . 
The previou s government bu i l t up a reserve of over $50 mill i on , whi ch had taken more t han 10 years 
t o save , unde r t he guidance of t he admini strat ion and especi ally t he Commi ss ioner . Gover nment 
spending deserves much wider and closer scrut iny than we gi ve i t and I save any further remark s 
about government spending unt il we get t o t he report of t he Audi t or Gener al of Canada . 

Educat ion For A Ch anging Soci ety 

The next problem i s one t hat has haunted us, agai n for a 1 ong ti me, and t his is t he probl em of 
education . I talked earlier about our people and I said something , although br i efly , about who 
t hey are . Not t oo long ago , i t was possible i n our soci ety for eve ry child t o l earn everyt hing he 
needed to know, from hi s elders, including hi s fa ther and mot her . Th at i s no longer true or 
poss ible . There i s no longer a certa inty t hat children will have t o li ve t he same life and meet 
t he same challenges as t heir parents. Years ago when everyone in the Nor th hunted for a living , it 
must have seemed cert ain t hat all children needed were skill s and knowledge passed on from on e 
generation to the next . A child would be a hunter just like hi s f ather and t he skill s of hi s 
father were good and sufficient for the survival of t hat child . 

I t old our caucus last week why t hi s process very often breaks down when we have fai t h t hat life 
wi 11 carry on and that our chi 1 dren wi 11 need no more to survive than we do . I refe rred t o my own 
homeland in Wale s and the traditional economy of mining . 

My father was a coal miner . He was one of 14 children . Hi s fat her was al so a coal miner ; so were 
his seven brothers. When the economy coll apsed in 1926 and the mines closed, t here was no food t o 
feed the families . There was no cadillac government to give them welfare . They owned no land to 
grow food . There were no animals to hunt. They had no possessions t o sell . The young men walked 
into England wearing their working clothes , carrying small tents and a cook pot . Some went begging 
door to door . My father I s tent was pitched outside the Wil 1 s I Woodbine cigarette fac t ory in 
Brist ol, England , which was one of the few fac t ories still operating . He held his working cap out 
in front of him begging for money as people walked in and out of the factory . Every week a small 
group of men walked back int o Wales , taking with them the food and money they had collected to give 
to the starving wives and children . 

That was an experience that haunted my father for the rest of his life . It was a terrible blow to 
a very proud man . He vowed that it would never happen to his own children and that is why , 
although he left school at 14 years of age, he developed a fierce , powerful belief in the value of 
education . He believed in it passionately since it provided some hope for the future security of 
his family . The belief in education was so strong when I was growing up it was almost like 
religion . Men with vision like my father knew the coal mines would close forever one day . When 
his sons were forced to leave our villages -- and there were three of us -- he wanted us to leave 
with an education, not with a begging bowl . 

I also have a passionate belief in education, Mr . Speaker . Not just as a means to greater 
employment or to a better job, but because a well -educated person has a deeper understanding of how 
our complex world works . He can more easily adjust to the ups and downs of life . He can drag 
himself up off his feet when he is down -- and in my life I have been down many times . But this 
afternoon I will not tell you about one career I had as a boxer because that provided. me money so 
that I could finish my university education . That should be for another time . 

We cannot justify the vast amounts of money we spend on education in the North , while people 
continue to question the value of it . It shocks me that native people who have known starvation 
and hardship are still prepared to see their own children go out into a modern world with hardly 
any skills to survive in it . My -father saw that , looked at it and knew that that was the only 
solution . For those parents who have supported and encouraged their children to be better 
educated, nothing can be more frustrating than the slow growth of our economy . Our population is 
growing at a very rapid rate . This government and the Government of Canada have an obligation to 
remove as many barriers as possible to northern economic development . The various claims and other 
political processes can no longer be allowed to deprive young people of the right t o work and to 
achieve dignity in a mode rn world . 
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Soc i al Services Probl ems 

The next probl em is soci al se rvices, Mr . Speaker . Our f amil ies are not as cohesive as t hey on ce 
wer e . The s oci a l probl ems of t he Nor t hwes t Te r r i t or i es are so great t hat t hey t hreaten t he f abric 
of ou r society . We are a soc i ety i n which al cohol i s t he major destroyer . We ar e a vi ol ent 
people . We kill e ach other and we kill ourselves i n s ensel ess acts of s uicide . Spousa l a ss aul t 
was a hidden pr oblem until rece nt ly . Short- term, band- ai d , bu r eaucratic soluti ons are not the 
a nswer . 

Two years ago , Mr . Speaker, half t he childr en in t he Nor t hwest Te r r itories were born to singl e 
parents . That stat is t ic al so shock s me . For t oo oft en young women arri ve in Yellowknife for 
abort ion s bec ause abort ion i s t he only fo rm of cont racept ion f or which an individual has t o take no 
res pons i bility . Of t he t ot al number of children who were bo rn t o si ngl e pare nts, one can only 
s peculate on how many a r e unwa nted and unloved . 

Hou s ing Problem 

The next problem, Mr . Speaker , is hou s ing . I lived in t he Eastern Arct ic when people began movin g 
int o small settlement s in large numbers in the 60s . At t ha t time , t he only decent houses were 
t hose allocated t o government workers and they were practically all white people . The theory wa s 
t hat no one would be attracted to working in the isolated North unless t hey were given as much as 
possible what they would have got in the South . Today things are differen t because there is no 
discriminat ion in housing , but i t is still a major problem and we have to address it as an urgen t 
one in the years ahead . Poor , overcrowded housing is a major source of discontent . It affects the 
physical and mental health of people and is a poor environment for the raising of children . 
Schooling s uffers . There i s litt le privacy for the provi s ion of home study because you do not 
learn very much at school - - you get guidance at school , direction at school , but if you are going 
t o be a successful student , you have to work on your own t ime . And for too many children in the 
Nort hwest Territo r ies , they do not have a place where they can s t udy . Books are very oft en not 
part of t he household . It is a social place where t hey learn many social things , but it i s very 
oft en difficult for them t o do the kind of studying that is needed t o be successful in a high 
s chool program. 

Services To Senior Ci t izens 

The next problem is old people . I hear so often about the great respect and love northern people 
have fo r their elders . If this is true, then they share something which is of value throughout the 
world . It is not unique to the North . What would make us unique would be if we treated our elders 
poorly . Mr . Speaker, I believe there is plenty of evidence that we could treat our old people a 
lot better than we do . I have a special concern about our non - native elders . They face tough 
times living on a very low, fixed income in a high - cost area . They sometimes leave the North to 
retire because we have done nothing to keep them here . The senior citizens in this city presented 
a proposal on their special needs to the Minister of Social Services two years ago . They are still 
waiting for a response and they are not getting any younger . 

A good example of the way we treat our seniors was the recent decision to remove night time 
supervision . While I see that this is a constituency matter, Mr . Speaker, and not one of interest 
to all Members of this chamber, the removal of night supervision at the Mary Murphy senior citizens 
home here in Yellowknife this summer placed old people at risk . The position was removed at the 
end of August and there have been promises to restore it because of a series of accidents which put 
our old people in considerable danger . There are people who are in their 90s who , in the morning , 
get up in the early hours , go to the door and cannot get back in; at 93 years of age, wearing just 
a jacket and at 40 below, that represents a problem . They worry about intruders , they worry about 
accidents, they worry about fire . To me, we have a grave social responsibility . 

When a captain on a ship goes to sleep at night, he has somebody on deck to make sure that nothing 
happens to the safety of that ship and his crew . Even a hotel has someone on duty all night to 
make sure that this place will be secure for the guests who live in i t. But for our old people in 
the Mary Murphy home, they are on their own at night when they are sleeping and most of them do not 
sleep any more . Some of them are beginning to sleep during the day because they do not feel safe 
to go to bed at night . 
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Employment Situation And The Economy 

Employment is another problem. It is related to the economy and to training. The employment 
situation in the Northwest Territories is unbalanced because the only jobs readily available are 
public service jobs . I am concerned because the bulk of our population are not educated as well as 
they could be and many of them do not really wish to be bureaucrats . For some of them it is too 
big a jump from the trapline to the three-piece suit and the briefcase . In fact, at one meeting 
this summer I referred to our economy as people jumping on and off planes , carrying briefcases, 
sitting in meetings and taking part in what must be the most expensive baby- sitting service for 
adults in the world because that . is what many of the meetings are . The potential of the people 
cannot be unlocked unless we diversify our economy. A public service economy tries to fit round 
pegs into square holes. While many will become good public servants, many will fail because it is 
not something they really wanted but they did it because it was the only thing that was available . 

My last couple of problems - - I will try to be very brief, Mr . Speaker . My constituents are very 
worried about what we mean when we say, 11 Yellowknife did this . 11 My constituents, Mr . Speaker, work 
in the mines; they have a broad variety of jobs; they work for a living and they cannot understand 
when they hear people saying that Yellowknife has done all kinds of terrible things. And they ask 
me, 11 Who is this Yellowknife? What does he look like? Who is Mr. Yellowknife that everybody wants 
to dump on? 11 Well, Mr. Speaker, what I think people believe when they say, 11 Yellowknife did that, 11 

or 11 Yellowknife decides that, 11 or 11 It is all _ done by Yellowknife, 11 what they really mean is us . 
They mean the government that just happens to sit in Yellowknife . That is what we mean by 
Yellowknife . And we mean the same thing when we say, 11 0ttawa did that. 11 It is not Ottawa . There 
are all kinds of good people in Ottawa. But when we say, 11 0ttawa did this, 11 we really mean the 
government in Ottawa, the federal government in Ottawa, the decision makers in Ottawa . So, the 
next time I hear people telling the world what Yellowknife has done, I am going to point to you and 
I am going to say, 11 You, sir, 11 or 11 You, ma'am, you.are Yellowknife so you do something about it . 11 

Since I got into capital cities, I will deal briefly with Ottawa or the actions of the federal 
government in Ottawa, which largely determine where we will head over the next four years. Si nee 
1969 I have suspected that the eventual pl an for the Terri tori es by many public servants and 
politicians in Ottawa is to divide it up, eventually, among the provinces, leaving the Arctic 
Islands under federal control in the interest of sovereignty and having a Canadian northern 
possession. The first move took place when federal control over Inuit in Northern Quebec was 
transferred from Ottawa to Quebec City. My convictions were further strengthened when, in 1972, at 
a federal/provincial meeting on the constitution in Victoria, 11 Wacky 11 Bennett, then the premier of 
that province, stood in front of his television screen and showed to all Canadians his new vision 
of what Canada should look like. What he showed was a very big British Columbia in which the Yukon 
had been completely absorbed into a very large new western province. 

There may be other provinces with ambitions for their own arctic possession and their own arctic 
coastline. I do not know whether this is the case, but perhaps Saskatchewan would like to have its 
own coast. After al 1, many good Saskatchewanites make jokes about being in the navy and having 
been in the navy but never having been to the seacoast. This would give them the opportunity to do 
that. The same would apply to the province of Alberta. 

Meech Lake Agreement A Blow To Northern Aspirations For Responsible Government 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the latest action of our federal government, when they met _ at Meech 
Lake, is a severe blow to northern aspirations for responsible government. I feel this especially 
as it relates to the aspirations of native people in the Northwest Territories. The. rest of us, 
who came from other parts of the world and who have still, perhaps, uncertain roots here could go 
to another province and could perhaps feel secure there and could feel that we are part of the 
Canadian Confederation . I fully support those northern people in their attempts to try to get some 
provisions of that accord changed. It now seems pretty clear to most of us that there is no 
intention on behalf of either the provinces or the federal government that there will be provinces 
north of 60 degrees. I am further strengthened in my belief, not by the actions of our politicans 
but by distinguished former Members of this government. I refer especially to the writings of the 
former Cammi ssi oner of the Northwest Territories, Gordon Robertson. He has spent the last two 
years writing pamphlets and speaking against the very idea of northern provinces. He is a 
distinguished man and a very, very well respected individual. He has never lived here . He was a 
Commissioner when the government resided in Ottawa . And I feel strongly that people like that , who 
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have no stake in t hese Terri t or i es, are real ly doing us a disservice by conti nu ing t o poi nt ou t to 
Canadians all t he problems and diffic ul t i es t hat will accrue t o us i f we try t o create provinces 
north of 60 . 

I have singl ed him out as one individual and , Mr . Speaker, t here are ot hers . I beli eve t hat i t is 
our responsib il ity t o make sure t hat, as much as possi bl e, t he ot her side of t he story i s t ol d. 
Des pi te t he good record of t he current gove r nment in t he devoluti on of power from Ottawa, t he 
ultimate goal i s t o redraw t he map of Canada wi t h li ttl e regard for nort he rn opinion . In a simi l ar 
vein , t he f ree t r ade agreement wi t h t he Uni ted St ates ch anges t he rol e of Canada on t hi s cont inent . 
The fede ral gove rnment i s for ging closer links wi t h t he Uni ted States. The Nort h i s affec t ed , but 
we are not i nvol ved, and I feel we should be on such an important matter . 

I had a much longer l i st of probl ems t han t hi s, Mr . Speaker, but in t he interest of saving t ime, I 
have kept it as short as I poss ibly can. I am now going t o propose some soluti ons and it i s at 
thi s t ime t hat Members i n t he Execut i ve Council will , perhaps, pay some attent ion t o what I have to 
say. 

Economic Development Mu st Be Encouraged 

Number one , we must encou rage proper economic development. I mean we should find ways of creat ing 
wealth , not just simply setting up businesses to do the kinds of things t hat government s do , or 
services . I mean t o create an engine of growth ; t o find way s of making money th at were not there 
before . 

I will give you an exampl e: In my earlier years I lived in Cape Dorset and I got to know Jim 
Houston and I t aught hi s children . When Jim Houston went to Cape Dorset in the 50s and promoted 
carving and print making , he began an indus t ry which has made millions of dollars over the past 30 
years. People were able t o get local rock wi t h only a few cents, at that time , and with their work 
and their abili t y , they were able t o change it into somet hing that was very valuable . They did the 
same thing with paper . Paper i s very light, i t i s very inexpensive , but t he people were able to 
transform that paper into something that was many , many more times more valuable than the simple 
paper that they started with . We need to encourage inventive and creative peopl e with ideas that 
may create new wealth . 

Another example of what I mean is the current Arctic Ice Water project . You probably are familiar , 
Mr . Speaker , with the business by which we are actively engaged in attempting to convince southern 
Canadians that they should drink Arctic water for their health and because perhaps, in a crowded 
marketplace, it could find a special place on the shelf , and perhaps with proper marketing it could 
be as famous throughout the world as Perrier water or Vichy water or 30 or 40 other waters . The 
water is here . All you have to do is to make it impure by adding chemicals to it -- I should not 
use the word chemicals -- by adding things.to it, and it becomes very valuable . That is what I 
believe by creating wealth . You take something that does not seem to be worth much and then you 
increase the value of it through your 1 abour . And we do not do much of that in the Northwest 
Territories . 

We need an economic plan, Mr . Speaker . We have to exploit whatever advantages we have, few though 
they may be . We need to examine ways, very carefully, so that we can exploit our strengths and 
determine how to turn that difference that we have to our advantage . We need to examine such 
efforts as those made by the 1 ate Keith Rawlings to market northern products out of Churchi 11 , 
Manitoba . The list of what to consider in the plan is too long to elaborate on .in detail here . 

Special Committee On The Economy Needed 

Clearly, a special conmittee on the economy is needed at this time and it should be established at 
once , to guide us through the difficult times ahead . We may not need to do things in the way we 
have done them in the past . We may be able to get people who currently go right now to third world 
countries to help those places to develop their economies, and they do it for very little money . 
They are senior people who have had great careers in business , government and industry and in the 
later years of their lives , with much experience to offer, they go all over the world, just for an 
expense account and a few dollars to live on . They are not asking for great wealth . They have 
found something meaningful to do . That is one possibility . 
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Al though our present Cmrrni ss ion er, Mr . Speaker, has made a determined effort to. separate the 
legislative and executive functions of this government, I would think that our Commissioner, with 
all his vast experience, would be somebody who could qui te easily, in addition t o hi s other duties, 
find some time to help such a committee so that we could have a good look at the North , look at its 
potential and not just leave it until the last minute and then ask these people who are so 
knowledgeable what they think of what we have done . 

If there were some way of doing it, I would be very much in favour of such a process, whereby we 
can look at the number one problem that has been haunting us for as long as I can remember and 
which we keep on delaying as we make ad hoc arrangements from year to year without any overall 
pl an. 

No One Simple Solution For Social Problems 

Our social problems are so complex that there is no one simple solution. Alcohol is still the 
major social and physically destructive substance that we have . The funds allocated to drug and 
alcohol work are never adequate . I would be in favour -- and of course as a recently elected 
politician it is very easy to say this, because it is four years away before we have to go back to 
the polls -- but I would be in favour, Mr . Speaker, of a heavier tax on hard liquor, which is the 
most destructive of these substances, in order to help fund the good work of various people in this 
community , such as Dr . Ross Wheeler . My understanding from experts who have studied this problem 
is that beer and wine are not the great physically destructive substance that hard liquor is, and I 
would be in favour of a heavy tax on those conmodities, which perhaps could help us to look at this 
other problem. 

My fourth solution, Mr . Speaker, and I am aware that I did not number all of the others, is for 
family violence . Family violence is usually related to alcohol abuse . I would be in favour of the 
continuation of the current program on spousal assault. It was a short -term program set up by the 
previous government that has seemed to many people as though it was a political move to satisfy a 
small group of people . I believe it is a big enough problem that the program should be continued, 
even though it was seen as a short-term program in the initial operation of it . 

Day Care Problem Of Major Proportions 

Number five . Day care is a problem of major proportions . During the sumner when I went around 
this riding, I knocked at many doors and found a number of single parents who surprised me when 
they told me how difficult it was to survive on the kind of assistance that they got and the kind 
of rent that they had to pay in order just to survive from day to day. For single parents, I would 
be in favour of providing a realistic level of day care assistance . I do not believe that this 
government can afford a universal day care program. We have many people where both husband and 
wife work and they can afford to pay $450 a month -- and that is what some people pay -- in order 
for somebody to look after their children. But for the single parent, it is a massive struggle to 
survive and I believe that we should provide some assistance, especially when you take note of the 
fact that two years ago half of the children born in the NWT were born to single parents. 

Continued Improvement Needed In Education 

Number six, education. In education we need continued improvement in attendance and in improved 
performance by both teachers and students. One of the great weaknesses in the tea<;:hi ng pr9fess ion, 
in my opinion, is that they continually talk about how well the students are doing or how badly 
they are doing, but very rarely do they ask about how well they are doing. So I would say, Mr. 
Speaker, that we really should pay some close attention to the performance of both our students and 
our teachers in our education system . 

I also believe that we must continue to make every effort to improve school attendance throughout 
the NWT. It is no surprise to find somebody, when he leaves school, still struggling with a grade 
nine level of education, because for the last four or five years he has only attended 50 per cent 
of the time . So if he is only at the grade nine level, then that is where he should be because he 
has only been at school for half of the time that he should have been and he has probably done as 
well as he could be expected to do in the time that he devoted to school attendance . 
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Government Staff Housing 

Number seven . Housing is a major problem. In my riding, the new staff housing policy caused 
incredible panic . I began my own election campaign on June 22nd on the steps of the highrise and 
93 people that I talked to told me that very soon they are going to have to find somewhere to 
live . That immediately indicated to me the kind of impact the new staff housing policy was having 
on the people of this city . I was rather dismayed to hear from some of them that they had not 
expected that they would have to find a house to live in and I was surprised to hear that even if 
they wanted to build a house of their own, they could not because the city had only provided 60-odd 
lots and there had been about 350 applicants for those lots , so they would not even be ab le to 
build their own places , if they wanted to . 

The people that work for this government, Mr . Speaker, came \1Jith an understanding that housing 
would be available . I know that policies change and this government has a right to change its 
policies, but when people come with an understanding that housing will be made available to them, 
in my view that is in the nature of a contract. That is something which cannot simply be cast 
aside as something of a small matter. It was one of the factors which led many people to accept 
the employment . In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, the provisions under which employees receive staff 
housing should be retained and if there is to be a change, all current government employees who 
have been attracted to jobs within this city should be 11 grandfathered 11 and only new people who know 
exactly what they are getting into and know exactly what the score is, should have to abide by that 
policy. You will be happy to know this, Mr. Speaker, that I am about to conclude these very brief 
opening remarks . 

Many of our problems would disappear if we had even a very simple basic economy. We have spent too 
much very valuable time on politics. It is now time to get down to the basics: the security of 
our families, the future of our children , three good meals a day, a warm, comfortable house to live 
in, enough work for everyone so that we can all lead a life of dignity . Those should be the goals 
of this Assembly. We should pay particular attention to those words we utter when we begin this 
Assembly abo·ut the various interests that we have; the various caucuses and subcaucuses that we 
belong to. What matters more than anything else is the security of our society and the future of 
our children . We must begin right away by identifying our economy as the thing that we should 
address our attentions to over the next four years. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Next time, I promise I will give you far more and at far greater length . Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Item 8, replies to Opening Address. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

Mr. Angottitauruq's Reply 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since we came to Yellowknife, as newly elected and old 
MLAs, we have worked hard and we are down to business now. For that reason I would like to give a 
reply to the Commissioner's Opening Address and for the reason that I do not expect to stay in 
Yellowknife no matter how long this Assembly sits at this time because I have a lot of work to do 
in my constituency. The sooner I get this off my mind, the sooner I can get home. I know I have 
another day tomorrow and the next day, but I would like to get this reply out of my mind before any 
new changes that are planned because I had this planned in my head and I just need a few guidelines 
to get out what I wanted to say. 

We did a lot of hard work during our campaigning and one of the results is that I am here; what I 
spoke to my constituents and they agreed with. The first speaker's reply was quite interesting. I 
am not trying to be a copy cat but that is one idea I had in mind and that is to work in the future 
to get something done; when two people or three people or a few in the Assembly have almost the 
same goals. That is where the action is, I believe, always getting more support from other Members 
and from the Territories . 

Need For Action On The Economy 

I guess I could say, first of all, we have a new government with a new and different Executive 
Council which is added on . I think it is about time that this Assembly in the Northwest 
Territories take action and not say that it is hard to do. And I guess first of all I would say, 
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11 Let 1 s take action . 11 I say, I think it is about time t hat t he economy of the Northwest Territories 
is looked at . Through my campaign many of the people have agreed to look at the economy. And it 
is about time, they believe , that the NWT government and the federal government can now take action 
to work on this economy. And we have the Greenpeace , at least partially , on our side because we, 
the native people , are not truly the ones that made the price of fur go down . What I mean to say 
is that, yes , partially, but they have not made any true action to completely drop that down for 
us . Now they are saying, 11 We are sorry . We did not understand . You were not involved in that 
situation . 11 But I say it is about time the Northwest Territories gets on its own two feet trying 
to start producing the fur market in their home town . I have tried . I came t o the Assembly with 
hard work . My father was a hunter and trapper. He did not have to wear a suit -- you might recall 
what Mr . Lewis has said . I am proud to attempt to carry a briefcase . I am proud to try to speak 
on behalf of my people and also for everyone in the Northwest Territories . 

Getting back down to the economy . We have a lot of good people who may not even wear suits and who 
may not know how to add one and one in the way I say it -- one and one . They could say, yes, two . 
That is no problem. We have come a long way with the economy of the Northwest Territories . And 
that is why I am here, because my father brought me up here with the furs and skins that he 
caught . Now is the time; let us turn those dollar signs into a dollar sign with the modern 
technique, with our modern people who are seeking employment in the Northwest Territories . By that 
I mean including the students we are taking on . All of them are not going to be office workers . 
Some of them are going to go back to their own environment because they have nothing else and many 
of them do not like to go south . Many of them are not going to find any room in mining, because 
southern people are packed together and they are employing experienced people from the South to do 
the mining . I know there are a few that are working in the mines . I have worked in a mine . I 
believe that was a great economic development and that was one of the greatest things, and the 
people in the Northwest Territories and southern people believe that is where all the economy is, 
in mining. 

Fur Industry Could Be Developed 

But I can argue with that for simple reasons . Right after the closing of this session if I went 
home and set out my traps, which I can do, and came back in the January budget session with 100 
foxes and if I sell them to a local deal er here, I know how much I would get . I would get a very 
small percentage . But if I were smart enough and did all the work at home, which I believe I could 
do, if there were no red tape about the whole thing and if the government was wi 11 i ng to give me 
those 100 foxes, I am pretty sure, if I did all the work I can do at home, I could come back right 
after the budget sess-ion, after I finished the materials that I personally caught. And if I 
finished the material and found a dealer down south who buys it -- or anyone in the Northwest 
Territories or across Canada -- if I did that, especially if I sold it myself, if my plan went 
through properly with those 100 foxes, or even half of them, if I made a gorgeous coat, by the time 
I get back or by the time I sell it, yes, I can get a snowmobile, a cheap snowmobile but a brand 
new one. So, th at wou 1 d mean th at I know how to catch fur and I know how to do it up and I know 
that the Northwest Territories people can do that. 

That is a locked position to the people of the Northwest Territories that still know how to handle 
their own tradition. That is one thing that is still locked. And this Assembly, and even 
ourselves as MLAs, have not even seemed to show too much effort to open those things up and that is 
because of fear that the business people will say, 11 Yes, there is no market . There is no way you 
can do it. It is not profitable enough . 11 But I think it is totally profitable. I think there are 
some hidden things that people of the North are locked from, where they are not given a proper 
chance by the federal government and the territorial government because they say, 11 You are so far 
away from the market . 11 No, we are not . We are not far away from the market. It is they who are 
far away from the market. Well, a simple idea like that is to say, 11 Let us start our own tanneries 
in the Northwest Territories . And let our own people do the work and give it a chance and see what 
could happen . 11 What I mean is a chain reaction in our economy in the words that I used, 11 Let the 
men catch the pelts and the skins and let some of the residents in the community be employed to do 
some sewing on it with the modern techniques, with the modern type of patterns . 11 That, I believe, 
is a way to try to increase the economy and it could be a circulator of income. 

A simple thing that has always been in my mind, is that when you talk about economy, people say, 
11 Education is one thing that is blocking the whole issue . 11 Yes, it is true . I have some students 
from my communities who are in Akaitcho Hall, who are going to want to come back to the communities 
to have something secure for income at home . Yes , maybe now is the time to make room and say, 11 If 
we are going to think of those young students in all areas, let us start something like that so 
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that the non -educated people wi 11 be working there and 1 et our students do the paperwork as 
managers in those areas. That is a great ci rcul ati on of work for the economy of the Northwest 
Territories . " But I think we are sometimes put down by those who say there is no market , we are a 
long way from the market . But the only way is to try it and that is the way you wil l find it . 

At a very early age I had gone t o a busi ness college and that is why I feel so strongly about the 
economy of the Northwest Territories. That is why I may argue a little differently than some other 
MLAs may argue about that. I think it is high time that we let the people take the challenge and 
let the two governments which are working closely together be supportive of the economy . 

It is not only furs and skins that you can work with . It is al so the craft material • It is a 
great handicap to those people who are able to make a living in the communities that, as they say, 
the government has dropped out of the sewing centres and things like that. I believe it is because 
they know they are taking too much loss . That is one good way of arguing to the people -- that 
there is no economy, the market is too far . It is not too far. It is just that the effort is not 
there sometimes. So much for the economy of the Northwest Territories. 

Solving Social Problems At Community Level 

I will now move to another thing I believe . There is a great deal to do with social problems in 
the Northwest Territories which now, I believe, is getting down to a lower level than in the past . 
If we are talking about our young students for social programs and things like that and if we are 
talking about their education, it is about time now that the government really comes up with a 
solid view. Let us start teaching the local people to deal with social problems at the community 
1 evel • 

I know very well that in my communities, we could have a good visit from a good social worker who 
is trained to deal with marriage problems - - and if the people in the Northwest Territories say 
spousal assault is an ignored i tern, it may be; but it i.s not in all of the communities of the 
Northwest Territories . But there are still times when every community has a little problem in some 
way toward that, so therefore I say, why do you not train people at the community level, especially 
looking at the area parts? That is much needed in the communities . Maybe looking at one person to 
visit the areas to deal with marriage problems, family problems, family planning . Yes, I know the 
communities .have social workers, but they sometimes have only males . I expressed that thought a 
few years back about males . I am not an opposer of males as social workers, but with the way the 
government educates them and hi res them, they need a completely different person to deal with 
marriage problems, family problems and family planning . They need one person to cover at least 
three to four communities at a time . In that way I believe the government will not be at a loss -
they will gain. I believe there are people within the community level in any community at the area 
range that could be trained to do that . 

Need For CBC Broadcasting In Kitikmeot 

One of my biggest things that I believe would be for the development of the Northwest Territories 
is to work toward opening up communications in all the regions in many parts of the Northwest 
Territories. For example, talking about communications, we have CBC Inuvik and we have CBC 
Kivallivik and CBC Iqaluit . They are serving vast areas. But I think it is about time that CBC -
and I intend to work not only with this government but with the federal government also, to try to 
open CBC Kitikmeot which will serve Holman, Coppermine, Cambridge, Gjoa, Spence and Pelly . We know 
we have . talk shows, information items and educational items and language in many of the areas which 
I mentioned have CBC. And many times we hear, using the native language, the Baffin Regional 
Council and the Keewatin Regional Council having a meeting and our own Kitikmeot Regional Council 
meetings are only echoed by the news. And actually sometimes in Baffin Regional Council meetings 
we could hear people talking in their own language and in the Keewatin it is the same . But our 
poor area always has to take the CBC announcers to announce them. There is no education purpose in 
that because the communities cannot hear first-hand what Kitikmeot are having a meeting about . 

· They may have an idea of it but they need first-hand knowledge about something . Maybe for that 
reason my region always says, "We are always behind other regions . " That is an example which is 
very easy to identify and it is because of that . I believe some communities and some people can 
say , 11 It is because you are not getting information from your MLA . 11 Now I do not expect sometimes 
to be a communications operator . I have a lot of work to do and we all do, and that is one of

1

the 
easiest ways of opening the communications system for information and education . I do not mind 
being an MLA and giving out information to the communities but I cannot always exactly, totally, 
tell the story of what is happening at those meetings . It is for that reason I am going to work 
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hard t o get better communications and CBC Ki ti kmeot in the area t hat I represent . I am not t urning 
against CBC Iqaluit but it is ti me now to expand, for CBC to fulfil the informational items without 
letting one region suffer . I know Kivallivik is always open to hear radio calls or phone calls 
from any communities . But I guess, in a way to do with ties and language, a lot of my people do 
not seem t o want to call the CBC there when t hey are having talk sh ows . 

Encouraging Students To Continue In School 

I would like to make my reply short but I have a number more here and I guess I can say the next 
one is education . Yes, there are still some problems in the area and I have had some students who 
dropped out from high school here in Yellowknife and went home . I know that we are told by the 
people in the communities that as MLAs , we did not put any input into telling those students to 
stay and meet their goals for a better education . Yes , I feel I am partly responsible but I do not 
totally put myself to blame . Yes , there may be some effort I could have shown the students . But 
this has always been ; there has always been the problem of students dropping out . And there are 
even students that drop out at home at a very early age . Yes, we are going to be struggling to get 
students to stay for a long time yet to come and it is not because the politicians did not look at 
them. That is one thing . Item two, which I believe especially is to blame, is the economy partly , 
and partly , I believe , because they are beginning to ask, "What am I going to come home for? What 
am I going to do when I get home?" That is one thing. But for a start , I think it is a good idea 
for this government to look at this in the future. 

I know there are some summer work programs . Through application you can get them but one time it 
happened that my communities had a hell of a time getting summer work program funding -- sorry 
about that, Mr . Speaker -- because one region of the Northwest Territories took that funding away 
from them. Are my students different from theirs? That was the question that I asked myself . And 
from there on I thought to myself , if we are trying to help the students to have better goals in 
future, why do we not , through Economic Development or other sources, put solid figures for summer 
work programs which you do not even have to apply for - - just automatically given to the 
corrmunities for the number of the students -- I am talking especially about the ones who are 
attending the high school in Yellowknife . If we are going to help them out and encourage them to 
stay, why do we not give them funding for the summer work program and a guarantee , 11 Yes, when you 
get home for summer, you are going to have summer work . It is because your effort is understood 
and your effort is showing you that the longer you stay, it is going to be easier for you to get 
income in the future and a job . 11 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ: I know governments can say, 11 We cannot do that. There are so many students in 
the Northwest Territories . 11 But it is about time, I say . Let us show some action and get on with 
it so that education is not by-passed by those people who are attending today . 

Development Of Community Groups 

There are simple groups which are sometimes not recognized in the smaller settlements in the 
Northwest Territories. I know there are women's groups in some of the settlements and people say, 
even women have rights for their own needs . Women I s groups can be a part of the society to help 
society. Yes, in a way they could do some sewing in the community and partially sell sewn items to 
help their own organization and to help the community. But I feel strongly, since our settlements 
are different from the southern settlements, that the government should look very closely to see if 
they can accept and look for ways for the groups or women I s groups to operate their own day care 
centres . For reasons I cannot argue, even we say there is no employment for many people . I know 
some women who are ivory carvers in the community who supply the majority of the income and support 
the majority of their families. There have been ti mes when they are doing the part of pro vi ding 
food for the table . But as we say, the price of fur has gone down so much that it is quite 
impossible to make a living on the price of fur . But in meat value, they are supplying some meat 
and their wives are doing the carving for the income . It is those small things that are not 
addressed sometimes , but I say those are the big issues because our areas and small communities are 
different from larger communities . There are some men that are employed and it works just the same 
way as I explained about the whole situation . Issues of day care programs and women's groups have 
to be looked at very closely . 
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Well, I have to move on to the next subject and I have these other three in line that I would like 
to speak about: youth groups, seniors' groups, disabled groups . Youth groups have to be recognized 
more fully . The social workers at the community level have to show a helping hand in organizing 
the youth groups and being part of them . It is one of the big departments which I believe is 
always the number one to give a helping hand to those groups . Many times in small communities when 
groups such as youth groups are formed, they are left to themselves too much, especially in the 
small community . It is not that easy sometimes to give guidance, saying "This is your goal; yes, 
you are formed." I think smaller communities still really need the guidance of experienced 
government workers such as social service workers, to attend to them much more, giving them 
instructions . Sometimes in the small communities the youth groups are formed and they are given 
proper instructions on what their goal is going to be and, being youth, they sometimes believe that 
the adults are not interested . "They just te 11 us to do this and do that and then they a re gone . 11 

That is the collapse of a group . The intent of a youth group in a small community is to be a great 
developer in the development of a community. 

Senior groups in small communities sometimes are not totally ignored, but sometimes, I believe, are 
left aside because they have their sons and daughters in the community. I have heard some 
complaints from the small communities. "I wanted to go out and do some work but I had to look 
after my old mother and father because no one else could look after them. " This is a small item to 
the government but it is a big item for that family. Some people may say that that person who is 
talking wants to ignore his own mother and father since they are disabled by old age . No, that is 
not the case . The point for those persons that may voice that situation is that the economy, the 
high price of food and a low income, is a major factor in the small communities. So that area has 
to be recognized. And I know it is recognized in the small communities by the Department of Social 
Services . But a closer, serious study has to be made on that . For disabled persons, it is the 
same as I mentioned for these senior groups in the small communities. Those areas and those groups 
have to be looked at very closely . 

Land Claims And Division 

The most fun item that I like to talk about a lot of ti mes when I make my reply to the 
Commissioner's Opening Address, as a person who is given a chance to say his piece, speak his mind, 
at this time when we are replying, is land claims and division, which I may not be an expert on, 
but I would like to participate. I have said that I do not totally support the idea, but I accept 
the opportunity to talk about it on behalf of the people that I represent. I believe that in the 
last Assembly, the 10th, people thought it was a dead issue. It is alive and well. It will be. I 
guess with the great development of the Meech Lake Accord, that gave the natives some more 
encouragement to speak about it more. I can begin to talk more positively about both issues. When 
we were dealing with this new Assembly, our goals, and preparing to elect the new Executive 
Council, I even as a native -- I was totally against the idea when I heard it on the news, before I 
came to participate as an MLA, in selecting the Executive. The way I heard it, it was to have only 
native people on the Executive Council. In talking toward land claims and division, yes, I agree 
it is a good idea. But there has not been a great mark to start doing that yet. It is because I 
believe, as northerners, when it comes down to a solid decision to work for the welfare and the 
good of the people, we do not divide ourselves and say "You are white, you are Dene, I am an Inuk." 

---Applause 

But I disapprove of a cabinet of only native people. Yes, I asked to have more native people but I 
did not want to have it in my power. I did not want to wipe out the entire Executive to have just 
native people . The majority of the native cabinet is a sure sign that division is not dead yet. 
It is just the beginning. Let the Northwest Territories be more encouraged to work toward it. 

We the people of the NWT are forgotten by the Meech Lake Accord. But I think that this is not a 
dead issue and I still do not expect it to appear as division of the NWT by 1990. It is still 
going to go beyond. But let us look toward the positive side of it. I believe it is the wish of 
the majority of the people of the NWT to have more recognition as people from the NWT . So let us 
let Canadians know that we simply are asking, like people from Quebec, that we have a special 
status. I think that is one of the greatest reasons why the division issue came about; it is 
because of the status. I would just like to leave it at that, that land claims and division are 
not going to be dead issues. 
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Housing Programs 

From there I move on to housing programs in the NWT . Housing is always a priority at the cormnunity 
level and we know we are battling . Houses that are supplied by the Haus i ng Corporation are 
sometimes too small, for a large family especially . In our Northwest Territories, as I mentioned 
before about disabled and senior citizens , those people sometimes have to be with the rest of the 
family, and four bedrooms i s sometimes much too small . I know there are a lot of familie s t hat 
like to take care of their senior citizens and at t he same time their interest is to provide 
privacy for their own family . Six- bedroom houses in cormnunities are most welcome and I have not 
seen many of them in the NWT. It is very simple to say how many disabled people we have . We have 
senior citizens here and there . Yes , it is very easy to count them . But the government are always 
too afraid . What if we built one there? For that reason we want six- bedroom houses before the 
sealift is over . It is for those reasons I believe that six bedrooms are needed , even by those who 
have senior or disabled persons living with them and are denied sometimes . There will always be a 
need because a lot of families in the NWT have much larger families than the people down south . 

We do not have housing for single people . In fact, I can say for a family with only one child , a 
man and his wife, it is sometimes very hard even to find private accommodation in the NWT . They 
too are sometimes kept with a family of six and plus; that extended family from that family who is 
starting to have his or her own family . So in that case, there should be houses with more bedrooms 
at the community level in the NWT . This would be a welcome sight at the community level . 

The home -ownership program is going to be playing an important part with the crowded and small 
homes but it will not be the answer . It will eliminate part of the problem. But I guess I can say 
that if the government is serious about the people of the NWT owning their own homes, they should 
at least give a guarantee to the applicants as to how much they are going to help them with labour 
and not say to them , 11 Fi nd your own funding for the labour . 11 I know that to pl an for a budget you 
require to eliminate some of your items , but to encourage people to own their own homes, - I think a 
small amount has to be guaranteed for labour -- at least to put up the four walls . A lot of times 
it is very cold working on a building and a home- owner can have a harder ti me building his own 
house if he does not put up his four walls in time for the winter . It is just for that simple 
reason . If you are eligible for home- ownership you can say to fund yourself for the labour . For a 
good potential home -owner, that might be turned down . That is one thing -- if a small amount for 
labour is not put to it, it could be turned down completely . I believe that the home-ownership 
program is good for the future and is good for the NWT, especially with the government's 
involvement in it . 

Major Projects In Capital Planning 

In closing, I would like to express one thing that I was not too happy about . At a regional 
council meeting I heard about the capital planning for the major projects that are going to be 
happening in 1990 for Holman Island, Gjoa Haven, Spence Bay and Pelly Bay, and those were the 
proposed arenas. That got into my mind right away. We were told they would be in the capital 
planning for 1990 and 1991. Right away I said to myself that that is just trying to keep the 
communities quiet . One arena can cost millions of dollars and how can we believe that the needs of 
all of these four communities are going to be fulfilled, especially in that part called 11 arenas 11 ? 
I am totally sure that with the NWT budget it is completely impossible . 

I do not know who got the idea and I do not know why it was put there that way . Unless the 
government works three to four years behind and gets on its feet and starts choosing better capital 
plans, it is there and they have to do it. There is no choice. They have to step backwards three 
steps and that is three years backwards, and 1990 is a long way off yet and if they are going to 
satisfy the communities, do not put them all into one year. It is impossible. It may be for the 
planning, that may be right . But those communities even just by planning - - you say it is just for 
the planning - - they are expecting some work to be done on those things . And in 1990 when you say 
they will get the arena, the four communities will expect it . There is no other choice unless the 
government goes back to the communities and says, 11 Yes, it was our little fault. Do not expect 
your arena until another five or 10 years down the road . 11 But a foul-up like that is simple to 
see . So they should step four steps back, step four years back and begin to say to one of the 
communities, whichever it may be, 11 You may get yours next year or this year . 11 It is impossible 
this year ; two years from now may be a satisfactory answer . It is one of the complaints of the 
constituents which I would like to bring up . A lot of times communities may be played with in that 
type of system. 



- 33 -

But in closing, I would like to say I am prepared t o work for the four years to come and I am 
i tching to get back home so I can start working with my constituents. So, in closing, I would like 
t o t hank my colleagues for listening and partially li stening •• • 

---Laughter 

AN HON . MEMBER : Look to your right. 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ : Look to my right! Well, I do not any longer want to sit at this very end. I 
would like to go across there so that I will not have t o lean to ask a question . Maybe that is one 
thing I have been lacking all those four years . Maybe I should have been over there. 

---Laughter 

- --Applause 

Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Angottitauruq . Having listened to the wise wore.is of the last two 
honourable Members, I think it would be appropriate to point out to Members and visitors that, to 
mark the opening of the new Legislative Assembly, our Pages are also wearing new uniforms . These 
uniforms were designed by Sidney Sproule, formerly of Yellowknife, now living in Toronto . They 
were designed to reflect the North of today and the future. Ms Sproule also designed the uniforms 
for the NWT pavilion at Expo 1 86 . These attractive and practical uniforms included vests that are 
made of seal leather . They are decorated with appl i ques and embroidery representing the cultures 
and creativity of the North . The handwork on the vests and on the accessories was co-ordinated by 
Mary Anne Rabesca of Yellowknife and was done by the women of Yellowknife, Rae and Detah . I would 
like to thank Ms Sproule and Ms Rabesca for their efforts in completing the new uniforms for the 
opening of this first session of the 11th Assembly . 

---Applause 

I hope the Pages will enjoy wearing them and I know that they will be an attractive addition to the 
Legislative Assembly . For the information of honourable Members and visitors, our Pages today do 
represent a broad cross section of our territory . They are all students from Sir John Franklin 
Territorial High School. They are: Peter Evaglok of Coppermine; Wayne Mccowan of Fort Simpson; 
Mark Cheriyan of Cambridge Bay; Christine Brewster of Spence Bay; Tracy McKeith of Coppermine; 
Robert Hawkins of Fort Simpson; Tina Kinnee of Fort Norman; and Lorraine Fabien from Fort 
Resolution. We will recess for 15 minutes now for a coffee break . 

- --SHORT RECESS 

The House will come to order. Mr . Zoe. 

MR . ZOE: Mr. Speaker, I believe we have rules in the House that state that electronic equipment or 
interviews within the House are not permitted. 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Zoe, you are correct . The offending equipment has been removed. Thank you . 

We are on Item 9, replies to Opening Address . 
we are on Item 8, replies to Opening Address. 

ITEM 9: PETITIONS 

Are there any further replies? I stand corrected; 
Item 8. Item 9, petitions . Mr . Kakfwi. 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I wish to present a petition, Petition 2-87(2), 
tabled here in the House from the people of Fort Good Hope requesting that government support them 
in getting a winter road to their community this year and every year after . It is a petition 
signed by 145 residents of Good Hope and it is also supported by the band council . 

In the Sahtu Region, all the other communities of Franklin, Fort Norman and Norman \>Jells have in 
the last few years experienced the benefits of having a winter road and Fort Good Hope has , I 
think, been convinced by the surrounding communities of the positive benefits that such a project 
could have on their community . As well , they have discussed it to some extent with the people of 
Colville Lake . And , very briefly , the benefits that are pointed to are such things as expanding 
the spending base , if you want to call it that, of the community . 
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As you know, Good Hope has negotiated a joint venture with Chevron . Chevron has agreed to spend 
over $40 million in t he next four years on se ismic and exploration work in the Good Hope area. 
Good Hope will bring t o the northern economy the benefits of such a large project . In turn, the 
members of t he community are requesting that t his government support them in trying t o spend some 
of their moneys abroad in acquiring things like, perhaps , better quali t y or variety in household 
appliances, such as washing machines , di shwashers , dryers, trucks, skidoos . People who usually 
have an aversion to travelling because the only mode of travelli ng is by air would have a different 
alternative to travel. People would have the benefit of shopping not only at the Hudson I s Bay 
store in Fort Good Hope but in places like Hay River , in Norman Well s, Edmonton and Yellowknife . 
It is with t his in mind that the community also has suggested during my campaign that they are 
prepared t o start looking at long- term planning for major developments such as possible pipelines 
along the Mackenzie corridor and , as well, the future prospects of completing the Mackenzie highway 
and that perhaps a prerequisi te to deciding on the highway would be for Good Hope to experience the 
benefits or negative aspects of acquiring a winter road. So I wish to have this petition presented 
to the House . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Kakfwi . Item 9, petitions . Mr. Arlooktoo . 

MR . ARLOOKTOO : (Translation) Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I have Petition 3-87(2) from Lake Harbour 
from the public health committee . It reads that the lake that they get water from is not 
suitable . The size of the lake is good but the water is polluted and they would like to get a 
better lake . Because of this, the committee has signed this petition . This is signed by six 
different committees . They were going to fix the lake in 1989 but they would like it done before 
this date and because of this, they have signed this petition so that they can have a better water 
reservoir available in the community . They would like this to happen sooner than 1989 . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Arlooktoo . Item 9, petitions . Mr . Kilabuk . 

MR . KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I am tabling this letter from the education 
council in Pangnirtung . The committee has indicated that there is no gym in the plan for the new 
school . Because of the student ratio there is not going to be a pl ace for the students to 
participate in recreation and the committee also wants to see, before the new school is built , a 
new gym in the new school . Before the plans are in place, if they can put in a gymnasium. Thank 
you, Mr . Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Kilabuk . Item 9, petitions . Mr . Arlooktoo . 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . This is Petition 5-87(2) from the housing 
authority in Lake Harbour . There is a shortage of housing in Lake Harbour at this time. Houses 
have not been built in the past four years and there are not enough houses available for the 
population . The petition has been signed to see if there can be singles' houses available there. 
Young people do need houses . For young people that are single, if they can build single 
accommodation for the people in Lake Harbour. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. Item 9, petitions . 

Item 10, reports of standing and special committees . 

Item 11, tabling of documents. Item 12, notices of motion . Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 12: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 8-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Committee On Finance 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, I will move a motion 
appointing Members of this Assembly to the standing committee on finance . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Richard . Item 12, notices of motion. Mr . Zoe . 

Notice Of Motion 9-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Committee On Legislation 

MR . ZOE: Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday , November 18th, I will move the following 
motion . The motion will deal with appointing the Members of this Assembly to the standing 
committee on legislation . 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Zoe. Notices of motion . Mr . Pudluk . 

Notice Of Motion 10- 87(2) : Appointments To The Standing Committee On Rules, Procedures And 
Privileges 

MR . PUDLUK : Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, I will move a motion 
appointing Members to t he standing committee on rules , procedures and privileges. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Pudluk . Item 12, notices of moti on . Mr . Lewis . 

Notice Of Motion 11 -87(2) : Appointments To The Standing Commi ttee On Public Accounts 

MR . LEWIS : Thank you . Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, I will move a 
moti on to appoint Members to t he standing committee on public accounts. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Lewi s. Item 12, notices of motion . Mr . Richard . 

Notice Of Motion 12-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Committee On Agencies, Boards And 
Commissions 

MR . RICHARD : Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on Wednesday , November 18th , I will move a motion 
appointing Members of this Assembly to the standing committee on agencies, boards and commissions . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Richard . Item 12, notices of motion . Mr . Gargan , please . 

Notice Of Motion 13-87(2): Territorial Income Supplement 

MR . GARGAN: Mahsi , Mr . Speaker . (Translation) This motion will be seconded by the Member for 
Mackenzie Delta . I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, I will move that this Assembly 
recommend that the cabinet consider raising the maximum territorial income supplement for 
seniors ••• 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Gargan . We did not get the translation of the latter part of your 
motion . Could you try again, please? 

MR . GARGAN: Mr . Speaker, my motion is to have the minimum territorial income supplement for 
seniors raised to $100 or more. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Gargan. Item 12, notices of motion . Mr . Richard . 

Notice Of Motion 14-87(2): Meech Lake Accord Concerns Of Northern Citizens 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, 
I will move a motion with respect to the Meech Lake Accord as follows: I move that this 
Legislative Assembly recommend to the Government Leader that he continue to express to the Prime 
Minister and to the 10 Premiers the concerns of northern Canadians with respect to the Meech Lake 
Accord; and further, that this Legislative Assembly send representatives of this Assembly to public 
hearings which are being held by the Legislative Assemblies of the provinces to receive submissions 
on the Meech Lake Accord. Thank you . 

---Applause 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Richard. Item 12, notices of motion . That would appear to conclude 
this item. Item 13 , notices of motion for first reading of bills . Mr. Ballantyne . 

ITEM 13: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 1-87(2) : Supplementary Appropriation Act, No . 6, 
1986-87 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, 
1987 , I shall move that Bill 1-87(2), An Act Respecting Supplementary Appropriations for the 
Government of the Northwest Territories for the Fiscal Year Ending the 31st Day of March, 1987 , be 
read for the first time. 



- 36 -

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Ballantyne . Item 13 , notices of mot ion for first reading of bills . 
Mr . Ballantyne . 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 2-87(2) : Supplementary Appropriation Act , No . 3, 
1987-88 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th , 
1987, I shall move that Bill 2-87(2) , An Act Respecting Supplementary Appropriations for the 
Government of the Northwest Territories for the Fiscal Year Ending the 31st Day of March, 1988, be 
read for the first time . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Item 13, notices of motion for first reading of bills . Mr . Ballantyne 
again . 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 3-87(2): Revolving Funds Act 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, 1987, I 
shall move that Bill 3-87(2), An Act to Amend the Revolving Funds Act , be read for the first time . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . Item 13, notices of motion for first reading of bills . Mr . Ballantyne . 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 4-87(2): Write-Off Of Assets And Debts Act, 1987-88 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, November 18th, 1987, I 
shall move that Bill 4-87(2), An Act to Amend the Write-off of Assets and Debts Act, 1987-88, be 
read for the first time . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Ballantyne . Item 13, notices of motion for first reading of bills . 
Item 14, motions . Mr . Richard . 

ITEM 14: MOTIONS 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I would ask that the Members give unanimous consent to allowing me to 
proceed with Motion 8-87(2), regarding the membership of the standing committee on finance, this 
afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being sought. Mr. Richard, you have unanimous consent. 

Motion 8-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Committee On Finance, Carried 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

WHEREAS it is required by Rule 85 that a standing committee on finance be appointed; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, that the following 
Members: 1) John Pollard; 2) Henry Zoe; 3) Richard Nerysoo; 4) Ludy Pudluk; 5) Tom Butters; 
6) Ipeelee Kilabuk; 7) Brian Lewis be appointed to the standing committee on finance; 

AND FURTHER, that 1) Don Morin; 2) Sam Gargan; 3) Michael Angottitauruq be named alternates 
to the standing committee on finance . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard . Your motion is in order. To the motion, Mr. Richard. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR . SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in favour? Thank you. All those against? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions. Mr . Zoe. 

MR . ZOE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I seek unanimous consent to deal with Motion 9-87(2) today . 
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MR . SPEAKER: Unanimous consent being sought. Are there any nay s? Mr . Zoe, you have unanimous 
consent. Proceed, please . 

Motion 9-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Commi ttee On Legislation , Carried 

MR . ZOE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 

WHEREAS it is required by Rule 85 that a standing committee on legislation be appointed; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, that the following 
Members: 1) Bruce Mclaughlin; 2) Charlie Cr.ow; 3) Peter Ernerk; 4) Joe Arlooktoo; 5) Sam 
Gargan; 6) Michael Angottitauruq; 7) Ipeelee Kilabuk be appointed to the standing committee on 
legislation; 

AND FURTHER, that 1) Tom Butters be named alternate to the standing committee on 
legislation . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Zoe . Your motion is in order . Do you wish to speak to the motion? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Ques tion. 

MR . SPEAKER: Question is being called. All t hose in favour? Thank you . All th ose against? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions. Mr . Pudluk . 

MR. PUDLUK: I am asking for unanimous consent to deal with Mot ion 10- 87(2), about the standing 
committee on rules, procedures and privileges . 

MR . SPEAKER: Unanimous consent being sought . Are there any nays? Mr . Pudluk , you have unanimou s 
consent. Please proceed . 

Motion 10- 87(2) : Appointments To The Standing Committee On Rules, Procedures And Privileges, 
Carried 

MR . PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS it is required by Rule 85 that a standing committee on rules, procedures and 
privileges be appointed; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Yellowknife South that the 
following Members: 1) John Pollard; 2) Ipeelee Kilabuk; 3) Bruce Mclaughlin; 4) Michael 
Angotti tauruq; 5) Government House Leader or his/her designate be appointed to the standing 
committee on rules, procedures and privileges; 

AND FURTHER, that 1) Ted Richard; 2) Henry Zoe be named alternates to the standing committee 
on rules, procedures and privileges . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Pudluk . Your motion is in order . Do you wish to speak to the 
motion? Question is being called. All those in favour? Opposed , if any? This motion is carried . 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions . Mr . Lewis . 

MR . LEWIS: Mr . Speaker , I seek unanimous consent to deal with Motion 11-87(2) , appointments to the 
standing committee on public accounts . 

MR . SPEAKER: Unanimous consent being sought . Are there any nays? Mr . Lewis , you have unanimous 
consent. Proceed, please . 
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Motion 11 -87(2) : Appointments To The Standing Committee On Public Accounts, Carried 

MR . LEWIS : Thank you . 

WHEREAS it is required by Rule 85 that a standing committee on public accounts be appointed; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Rae-Lac la Mart re, that the 
following Members: 1) Ted Richard; 2) Ludy Pudluk ; 3) John Pollard; 4) Michael Angottitauruq 
5) Henry Zoe; 6) Bruce McLaughlin; 7) Don Morin be appointed to the standing committee on 
public accounts . 

AND FURTHER, that 1) Brian Lewis be named alternate to the standing committee on public 
accounts . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Lewis . Your motion is in order . Do you wish to speak to your 
motion? Question is being called . All those in favour? Opposed , if any? The motion is carried . 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions . Mr . Richard . 

MR . RICHARD: Mr . Speaker, I seek unanimous consent of the Members to proceed with Motion 12-87(2) 
on the appointments to the standing committee on agencies, boards and commissions . 

MR . SPEAKER: Unanimous consent being sought . Are there any nays? You have unanimous consent to 
proceed, Mr . Richard. 

Motion 12-87(2): Appointments To The Standing Committee On Agencies, Boards And Commissions, 
Carried 

MR . RICHARD: Mr . Speaker: 

WHEREAS it is required by Rule 85 that a standing committee on agencies, boards and 
commissions be appointed; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Ye 11 owknife Centre, that the 
following Members: 1) Ted Richard; 2) Charlie Crow; 3) Henry Zoe; 4) Ludy Pudluk; 5) Brian 
Lewis; 6) Don Morin; 7) Sam Gargan be appointed to the standing committee on agencies, boards 
and commissions; 

AND FURTHER, that 1) John Pollard; 2) ~ruce McLaughlin; 3) Peter Ernerk be named alternates 
to the standing committee on agencies, boards and commissions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard. Your motion is in order. Do you wish to speak to your 
motion? Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? This motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr . Speaker, I wonder if the Members would consider giving unanimous consent that we 
proceed with Motion 14-87(2), on the Meech Lake Accord, this afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard . Unanimous consent is being sought. Do I hear any nays? 
Mr. Butters. 

MR. BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, to determine whether or not there will be speeches with regard to that 
motion this afternoon. If there will be speeches and it will be concluded I think we are 
proceeding in haste . I think that we should have an opportunity to look at the motion, have it 
translated, if it is not translated already, and discuss it at the appropriate time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr . Butters, that is not a point of order. All that is being asked so far is 
unanimous consent to proceed. Mr . Richard, you do not have unanimous consent . Item 14, motions. 
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Item 17, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and other matters. 

Item 18, report of commi ttee of the whole. Item 19, orders of the day. Mr. Clerk. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton }: Announcements, Mr. Speaker. There wi ll be a meeting of t he 
standing committee on public accounts at 4:30 p.m. today. There wil l be a meeting of t he standi ng 
commi ttee on finance at 5:30 p.m. today. There will be a caucus meeting at 9:30 a.m. tomorrow 
morning. 

ITEM 19: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of t he day for Tuesday, November 17th at 1: 00 p.m. 

l. Prayer 

2. Mi ni sters ' Statements 

3. Members ' Statements 

4. Returns t o Oral Quest i ons 

5. Oral Quest i ons 

6. Written Questions 

7. Returns t o Written Quest ions 

8. Repli es t o Opening Address 

9. Pet i t ions 

10 . Reports of Standing and Speci al Committ ees 

11. Tabling of Documents 

12 . Notices of Mot ion 

13 . Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

14 . Mot ions 

15 . First Reading of Bills 

16 . Second Reading of Bills 

17 . Considerat ion in Commi ttee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters 

18 . Report of Committ ee of t he Whole 

19 . Orders of the Day 

MR . SPEAKER : This House st ands adjourned unt il Tuesday , November 17th at 1:00 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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