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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1989

MEMBERS PRESENT

Hon. Titus Allooloo, Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters,
Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Crow, Mr. Ernerk, Mr. Gargan, Hon. Stephen Kakfwi, Mr. Lewis, Hon.
Jeannie Marie-Jewell, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Morin, Mr. Nerysoo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pollard,
Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. Whitford, Hon. Gordon Wray, Mr. Zoe

ITEM 1: PRAYER

---Prayer

SPEAKER (Hon. Red Pedersen): Orders of the day for Thursday, February 23rd, 1989. Item 2,
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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Ministers’ statements. Mr. Government Leader.

ITEM 2: MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS

Ministers’ Statement 10-89(1): First Ministers’ Meeting, February 27, 1989, Ottawa

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Members are undoubtedly
aware that Prime Minister Mulroney and the provincial Premiers will be meeting over lunch in
Ottawa this Monday, February 27th, to discuss a number of constitutional and economic issues
facing the nation. In particular, it can be expected that the First Ministers will be discussing the
status of the Meech Lake Accord. A letter was recently sent from Prime Minister Mulroney to the
Premiers, explaining his strong views on the current impasse facing the Meech Lake Accord.

In response to a statement by Senator Lowell Murray, Federal/Provincial Relations Minister, that
the Yukon and Northwest Territories Government Leaders would not be invited to the First
Ministers’ meeting on Monday, Mr. Ballantyne and | wrote to our provincial and federal
counterparts encouraging them to support territorial participation.

Mr. Speaker, while we have not been successful in getting an invitation to the February 27th
meeting, our government continues to work through other channels to improve upon the
guidelines for territorial participation at First Ministers’ Conferences. Members will recall that

Prime Minister Mulroney made a commitment on September 6th last in Yellowknife to seek an |
effective set of guidelines for territorial participation in First Ministers’ Conferences. | met with |
the Prime Minister in Ottawa last week on February 16th to discuss this and other issues. At my ‘
request, the Prime Minister agreed to raise the question of guidelines with the Premiers next
Monday with a view to placing territorial participation on the agenda of the next formal First
Ministers’ Conference.

At an appropriate time, | will table copies of the correspondence referenced in this statement.
I will endeavour to keep the Legislature informed on progress which | hope we will be making
to ensure meaningful and effective participation by territorial governments at future First
Ministers’ Conferences. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Item 2, Ministers’ statements. Iltem 3, Members’
statements. Mr. Lewis.
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ITEM 3: MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS

Member’s Statement On Interest Of Yellowknifers In Northern Economy

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank all Members of the special committee on the
northern economy for attending our meeting last night after a very, very busy day. Also | would
like to express my appreciation for the numbers of very, very good submissions that we received
last night. Mr. Speaker, | was particularly impressed by the fact that the submissions that we
heard last night indicated that the people of Yellowknife are not self-serving, do not look at their
own business interests, but express concerns in a general way about the future development of
our economy especially in our more isolated places. It gives me great pleasure, Mr. Speaker, in
indicating to this House that this city is very much interested in affairs beyond the boundaries of
the municipality and will continue to press for an improvement in our economy in all parts of the
Territories. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Members’ statements. Mr. Nerysoo.

Member’s Statement On Apology To Mr. George Braden

MR. NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise to firstly apologize to Mr. Braden
who was in our presence yesterday, in particular in terms of the comments that may have been
interpreted as challenging his ability as a deputy minister of Intergovernmental Affairs. That was
not the case. | want to indicate to Mr. Braden that | have every confidence in his ability to do the
job that he has been assigned to do. However, | think that what is clear, Mr. Speaker, is that when
there is frustration on the part of Members of this House with regard to leadership of our
government and with regard to government policy that is not clear nor in the interests of the
people of the NWT and in particular people of aboriginal descent, then those statements have a
tendency to arise. | just wanted to make it clear in particular to Mr. Braden, that | do not
challenge nor do | question his integrity nor his ability to do the job that he has been directed to
do by our government.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Members’ statements. Mr. Whitford.

Member’s Statement On Recognition Of JPs And Coroners

MR. WHITFORD: Yes, Mr. Speaker. No, not a garbage dump address today. | rise today to call
attention, Mr. Speaker, to a group of men and women, about 125 strong, who serve in almost
every community as justices of the peace and coroners. They serve in many ways. Routine ways,
paperwork, weddings, remands, court work. They work very late and they work very hard for little
remuneration and very little recognition. The JPs ask for little except adequate training and some
contact from time to time. The sad part, Mr. Speaker, is that in the past three years they have
received little of either. The exception of course is south of the lake where a dedicated judge has
taken his responsibility and has given some personal contact to these noble individuals. Mr.
Speaker, if this situation continues very long we will be losing some good and dedicated justices
of the peace unless it is addressed soon.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Whitford. Members’ statements. Mr. Ernerk.

Member’s Statement On Clarification Of Previous Day’s Statement Re Jobs Held By Native People

MR. ERNERK: Yesterday, during the debate regarding the Executive Council and Government
Leader’s office when | was talking about senior positions that need to be filled by native people
in the NWT, | made a remark that | am somewhat concerned about. | said that our native people
have so far learned that their parents in government offices were secretaries and interpreters.
| did not mean to imply that these positions are lower level positions. As a matter of fact | know
that an interpreter’s job is very, very important and it is a way to communicate to other people if
you do not speak the same language. What | wanted to say, and | stress it again Mr. Speaker, is
that we need to start taking a look at this native hiring policy at length and start putting native
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people into real positions of responsibility. [f | sounded insulting | do apologize to our
interpreters. | think you do a very, very good job. Thank you.
---Applause

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ernerk. Members’ statements. Item 4, returns to oral questions.
Mr. Allooloo.

ITEM 4: RETURNS TO ORAL QUESTIONS

Return To Question 0158-89(1): Charges Regarding Fuel Spill At Peel River Crossing

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Speaker, | have a return to an oral question asked by Mr. Nerysoo
on February 22, 1989, regarding fuel spill at the Peel River crossing. Last fall, 179 litres of fuel
were spilled at the Peel River crossing. Through a working agreement signed in October 1985
by the Department of Renewable Resources, the Department of Environment, the Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and the Canada Oil and Gas
Lands Administration, the lead agency for investigating spills which discharge directly into water
is the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs. They investigated the spill at the Peel River
crossing. No charges were laid under the Inland Waters Act, but a letter of warning was issued
to the operator instead. The final report on the incident has not been completed. My department
has written a letter to the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs requesting the reasons why
no charges were laid. | will provide the Member with this information when [ receive it. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Ms Cournoyea.

Further Return To Question 063-89(1): Request For Information On Cost Of Alcoholism

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, | have a return to a question asked by Mr. Morin on
February 14, 1989. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Morin has asked me to estimate what percentage of the
Department of Health’s budget is related to alcoholism and alcohol related health problems. This
has been a particularly difficult task for us as the information contained in health records in the
NWT and other provinces codes only a few diseases which are directly related to alcohol. Mr.
Morin suggested that an estimate of costs to the Health department might be made from statistics
on violent crime. The RCMP does not record the use of medical services. Records kept by
Health personnel are objective and reflect the medical problem, not the causal agent. Subjective
reflection on alcohol use or abuse would not be appropriate.

From our records we have gathered data on health costs during 1988 in the Northwest Territories
which were directly attributable to alcohol. In the Territorial Hospital Insurance Services claims:
total THIS claims, $216,273; total travel claims, $21,206; total medical claims, $37,242.

A departmental survey of the provinces and the Yukon has revealed that other governments have
similar difficulties in obtaining accurate estimates of the percentages of health budgets spent on
alcohol related problems. Estimates range from 25 per cent to 45 per cent depending on the
factors included and the population characteristics of each region. Thirty per cent has been
selected by the NWT Department of Health to represent the estimated cost for alcohol related
health problems.

Using this percentage, | can give this Assembly the following estimated figures: 30 per cent of
operation and maintenance, including nursing stations, $12,246,300; 30 per cent of medicare,
$3,212,400; 30 per cent of medivac, $1.332 million. Thirty per cent may be high, but we have
based this figure on the fact that presently the NWT has the second highest per capita alcohol
consumption in the country. We have been above the national average for alcohol consumption
since the 1960s. In 1983 there was a sharp rise in the rate of alcohol use with a corresponding
increase in cost of services per person. Some investigators have concluded that alcohol is a
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factor in up to 30 per cent of hospital admissions nationally and that drinkers are more than twice
as likely to use medical services as non-drinkers.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to caution that these are estimated figures and we do not take into account
lost hours of work when people are receiving medical treatment and have been hospitalized in
relationship to their alcohol problems.

Mr. Morin’s question has served to emphasize again the seriousness of alcohol abuse in the NWT.
The Department of Social Services has the primary mandate for alcohol treatment and prevention
services, although the Department of Health provides funding for the Yellowknife detoxification
program and when necessary, covers treatment in an approved facility outside the NWT. As in
the past, my department will continue to give full support to any initiatives developed to combat
this problem. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Returns to oral questions. Item 5, oral questions.
Mr. Sibbeston.

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS

Question 0179-89(1): Replacement For Commissioner

MR. SIBBESTON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Government Leader. During the past few days
when the Government Leader had occasion to be with and meet with the Minister of Indian Affairs,
did the Government Leader discuss the possibility of a replacement for Mr. Parker and if so, what
has been the response?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Government Leader.

Return To Question 0179-89(1): Replacement For Commissioner

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, | did have an opportunity to discuss
with the new Minister of Indian Affairs the process for appointing a new Commissioner when Mr.
Parker’s term is concluded. | pressed the Minister that recommendations would be forthcoming
from the cabinet. | urged him to consider seriously our advice. He said he would do so. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Sibbeston.

Supplementary To Question O179-89(1): Replacement For Commissioner

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the Minister’s response. Would the Government
Leader be open to receiving recommendations in the selection of a Commissioner from the
Legislative Assembly? Would the Government Leader be open to having the Assembly involved
in a possible replacement for Mr. Parker?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Government Leader.

Further Return To Question 0179-89(1): Replacement For Commissioner

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary? Mr. Lewis then.

Question 0180-89(1): Discrepancies In Information Re Transfer

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On February 15, in our special committee on the northern
economy, a witness for the aviation industry told our committee that there were plans to move
Northwest Territorial Airways’ administration to Edmonton. | tried to contact Mr. Engle and

.
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obviously he was busy because Mr. Butters was doing the same thing. However when | asked that
question on the 16th of February to the Minister, Mr. Butters indicated that he had phoned Mr.
Engle and that in fact, there were no plans whatsoever to move anybody out of Yellowknife. All
they were doing was to consolidate people in Edmonton.

The following day however, Mr. Butters phoned Air Canada, the parent company for NWT Air, and
he was given another piece of information which said that in fact two people would be moved
from Yellowknife to Edmonton. So my question to the Minister is, can he account for the
difference in the information received from Air Canada and from NWT Air?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question O180-89(1): Discrepancies In Information Re Transfers

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, | do not recollect the elements involved in the inquiry to Air
Canada. I did not make it. If the Member will recall, | had indicated that my staff would be talking
with Air Canada. They may have talked with Air Canada. They may have talked with Mr. Engle.
I do not know what the situation is. | will get back to him on that situation.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Sibbeston.

Question 0181-89(1): Funding For Hostel, Fort Simpson

MR. SIBBESTON: (Translation).l am directing my question to Mr. Kakfwi, the Minister of
Education. The government is no longer using the childrens’ hostel in Fort Simpson. | wonder
what kind of funding is going to be going to the hostel? What is the situation at present with
the hostel in Fort Simpson?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Kakfwi.

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: | will take the question as notice. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. The question is taken as notice. Mr. Whitford.

Question 0182-89(1): Progress On Matter Concerning Expediting Firm, Yellowknife

MR. WHITFORD: Mr. Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister responsible for Government
Services. On February 9th, or thereabouts, | brought to his attention a matter concerning an
expediting firm in Yellowknife that had submitted proposals to the NWT Housing Corporation for
providing expediting services. They were not the successful tenders, of course, and they raised
a few issues which | brought to Mr. Butters’ attention. He said he would get back to me with what
had happened in dealing with this particular proposal and contract. Two weeks have gone by and
although Mr. Butters did indicate that it was in the hands of his officials, | think the time has gone
by long enough and | would like to know what progress is being made, if any, on this matter.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0182-89(1): Progress On Matter Concerning Expediting Firm. Yellowknife

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, the Member will recall | did get back to him. | did show him
a draft letter | had from the corporation which said that concerning the particular company he is
referring to, that the prices they had put in were not acceptable because they were too high. |
indicated to the Member that | would be getting back to the corporation. | would be getting a list
of the bids on the proposal, and | would show him those bids. | do not have them yet. When I
have them, he will see them.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Supplementary.
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Supplementary To Question 0182-89(1): Progress On Matter Concerning Expediting Firm,
Yellowknife

MR. WHITFORD: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the Minister’s reply. Yes, he did get back to me with
the draft. However, the point here is that in any tender document it says the lowest tender is not
necessarily accepted. There are other factors involved in this particular issue that have been
brought to my attention. | have attempted to give to the Minister those facts in letters from this
expediting company that may or may not substantiate this. He did not want them. It is simple to
say they were too high but it is not quite enough. | wonder -- am | being cut off?

I am getting too emotional. It gets very emotional when you know your constituents write you
letters and ask for information. | want to ask the Minister if he is looking into the allegations that
are being made? Why did the expediting company not get the contract in spite of the fact that
they may have been a few dollars ahead or higher?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0182-89(1): Progress On Matter Concerning Expediting Firm, Yellowknife

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Member did bring to my attention two letters
from the company. The allegations were in the second letter which | did not want to see. 1 just
got a copy of the first letter. | am looking into the matter, yes. But it was not a tender call, it was
a proposal. When I have the information | will provide the Member with the information | receive.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Lewis.

Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Education, Mr. Kakfwi.
Recently Arctic College let a contract for $30,000 | believe, to a southern accounting firm, Price
Waterhouse, a very distinguished company, well known all over this country. My question to the
Minister is, does this mean that he has no faith in northern companies to be able to do this kind
of work, or does it mean that he has no control whatsoever over the way he contracts in Education
even though it is in a different part of Education to his other activities? Does it mean that he has
no control over making sure that this government tries to keep its money in the NWT?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Kakfwi.

Return To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: It does not mean either of those two things.
---Laughter
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Lewis.

Supplementary To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

MR. LEWIS: | would like to thank the Minister for his honesty.

---Laughter

Supplementary then. Since it means neither of those two things, what would be the Minister’s
interpretation of giving a large, very wealthy southern firm a big contract, at least big seen from
the point of view of our NWT companies, instead of using a northern firm? There were several
people in the NWT interested in doing that work.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Kakfwi.
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HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, | do not know if this is a point of order or not but when
we get questions that are of a nature like this, that require an extensive review and are technical
in nature, could not the Chair rule whether or not they are more in the nature of written questions
than oral? People must be getting tired of me taking questions under notice so | just asked the
question.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Supplementary, Mr. Lewis.

Supplementary To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, | am trying to establish a principle here. | do not think it is a huge
technical question. The only technical part of it is $30,000. That is the technical part. What I
want to know is, does the Minister care whether it goes to the South or the North? That is the
basic issue. That is what | would like to have a response to, whether in fact he supports the idea
of southern institutions taking on work that could be done in the Territories.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Further Return To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Well, Mr. Speaker, | do care about who gets work. | always believe that
where possible and where we can afford it, where we can be assured that the job will get done
and get done well, we should use our northern business community to provide those services to
us. But it is not always possible. They are not always interested in doing the work either. That
is why | asked for time because | do not know the situation that is background to this particular
case. But if you are asking whether or not | care if people in the North get jobs, | do. [ wish they
could take all the jobs but it is not always the case.

MR. SPEAKER: Your final supplementary, Mr. Lewis.

Supplementary To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So my question to the Minister then, will he look into this
particular case that | have just brought to his attention to see if in fact there are good grounds for
having given this particular work to a southern company? All the expertise that was necessary
to do it was available in the NWT.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Further Return To Question 0183-89(1): Contract Let To Southern Firm

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Thank you. | will do that. | will look into it.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Morin was next.

Question 0184-89(1): Cupboards For HAP Units

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Housing. Mr. Minister,
as you are aware, there is a company in Hay River that prefabs cabinets and cupboards for
houses, and | am wondering if the Housing Corporation is going to be giving him any work or
allowing him to bid on the HAP units to supply the cupboards only. Are you going to break up
your HAP contract? For example, right now you let it out where they have to supply everything
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for the house. Would you break that part of the contract out so that a company in the North can
bid on it?
MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0184-89(1): Cupboards For HAP Units

HON. TOM BUTTERS: | am aware of the product being made in Hay River, and that it is a good
quality product. | think the Member knows that the president of the corporation met with Mr.
Darryl Dobbs some weeks ago to discuss an approach along the lines suggested by the Member.
| do believe a certain number of units have been identified that could be broken out -- not to be
negotiated, but to be bid upon. | am not sure of that number. Last week some people from Hay
River indicated to me that maybe the number was not sufficiently large for the manufacture of
those cabinets. But | will find out just how many units have been identified for being bid on
locally. | would agree that if we have a quality product here we should attempt to encourage it.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Supplementary, Mr. Morin.

Supplementary To Question 0184-89(1): Cupboards For HAP Units

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Minister, will you also look at breaking out the supply
of the windows to the HAP units, or any retrofits you are doing, and breaking out enough of it so
that there could be some private entrepreneurs in the North that could make those windows and
supply them? However, they have to have the numbers, they have to have at least maybe 1000
windows in order to go into business. This would be another opportunity for some businessman
in the North. | know previously there was a person in Fort Smith that used to do that, but he
could not get enough work from the government so he had to shut down.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters.

Further Return To Question O184-89(1): Cupboards For HAP Units

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes, we could look at that. When | visited Fort Smith with the special
committee on the northern economy, it was my privilege to be involved in a discussion, | think,
with Mr. Dennis Bevington, and it was indicated that he or his firm had the capability of producing
windows in numbers, if he could find it profitable to be involved. | do believe the corporation is
looking at that possibility. Yes, | will look at it further.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo.

Question 0185-89(1): Further Information Re Penitentiary Inmate

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Social
Services. The prisoner in the penitentiary, | have not heard further as to how he is. | would like
to get further information on his condition. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Marie-Jewell.

Return To Question 0185-89(1): Further Information Re Penitentiary Inmate

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to advise the Member that
the prisoner has decided to eat food as of the latter part of last week. Because of his taking fluids
before, his condition is okay. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Arlooktoo.
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Supplementary To Question 0185-89(1): Further Information Re Penitentiary Inmate

MR. ARLOOKTOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am very happy to hear the news. | also would like
to ask the Minister about the response she made on this particular inmate. | would like to get a
better response from the Minister than the response she made to me a week ago on the question
| raised. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Madam Minister.

Further Return To Question 0185-89(1): Further Information Re Penitentiary Inmate

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | did meet with the Member and
indicated that the details of the inmate’s sentencing are being looked at. As | had indicated in
the House, it was a sexual assault on a young girl. However, the information indicated that the
sexual assault was on an adult female. We are currently awaiting the transcripts from the Crown,
which are held in Edmonton, for my further review. At that time, | did indicate to the Member that
| would advise him at a later date. As soon as | am in receipt of those transcripts | will advise him
further as to the situation of this inmate. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Ernerk was next.

Question 0186-89(1): Commercial Hunting Of Kaminuriak Caribou Herd

MR. ERNERK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Renewable
Resources. Are you in a good mood today? The Minister is in a good mood. Thank you. During
the last session | had asked about commercializing the Kaminuriak caribou herd. The caribou
management boards were going to make recommendations to the Minister in trying to stop the
commercial hunting of this herd. | would like to get further information as to what kind of
response he has made, whether he has approved it.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0186-89(1): Commercial Hunting Of Kaminuriak Caribou Herd

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We had asked the hunters and
trappers in Keewatin to submit a report to the caribou management board. Up to now, they have
not submitted their report. | will be able to respond to you tomorrow after | have received further
information.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Ernerk.

Supplementary To Question 0186-89(1): Commercial Hunting Of Kaminuriak Caribou Herd

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have heard that the Keewatin Wildlife Federation were
asked to submit a report toward the end of March. | would like to know why they have not
submitted a report.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Further Return To Question 0186-89(1): Commercial Hunting Of Kaminuriak Caribou Herd

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOOQO: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, at the present time | am not aware of the
reasons why they have not submitted their report. | will respond further tomorrow. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Further supplementary, Mr. Ernerk.
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Question 0187-89(1): Correction Of Spelling, Kaminuriak

MR. ERNERK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My last question is to the Minister of
Renewable Resources. |wonder if the Minister could consider changing the Kaminuriak caribou
herd name to the proper spelling?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0187-89(1): Correction Of Spelling, Kaminuriak

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since | became the Minister for Renewable
Resources | have looked into what Kaminuriak means and what language it came from. The
president of the Keewatin Wildlife Federation informed me that the lake is hamed Kaminuriak.
In Inuktitut it is called Qamanirjuaq. The caribou herd should be named in this way.

| am also responsible for changing the names of places through Culture and Communications.
I have assigned my staff to change the name of this lake. After we change the name of this lake
then the caribou herd name will be changed likewise.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Lewis.

Question 0188-89(1): New DIAND Minister And Neptune Project

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, all Members of this Assembly have been impressed by the attempts of
Neptune Resources to introduce a revolutionary idea into the mining industry. | would like to ask
the Government Leader whether he has been able to impress upon the new Minister of DIAND that
this is a revolution, and has he been able to explain it to him? Has he been able to get any kind
of response from the new Minister?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson.

Return To Question 0188-89(1): New DIAND Minister And Neptune Project

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, | certainly have discussed the Neptune project with the
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs as has my colleague, the Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources, who has the principal responsibility in that area. | impressed upon the
Minister what an important issue it was for our government and in particular for the Dogrib
communities in the vicinity of that project.

Mr. Speaker, the Member may have observed that the new Minister is being somewhat cautious
about making decisions so early into his portfolio and | cannot report any commitments from him
but | think he was impressed with the strength of our commitment to this project. | can report
no breakthrough and | cannot even report that | have any optimism that the federal government
will change its mind. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan.

Question 0189-89(1): Nuclear Reactors As Source Of Power

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct my question to the Government Leader. It is
with regard to the Public Utilities Board. Presently, the cost of fuel in the communities is quite
high. Diesel is quite high. | would like to ask the Government Leader whether or not the
Executive has considered a new source of generating power. The concern | have is with Candu
3 nuclear reactors or the SLOWPOKE nuclear reactor which has been discussed during the 10th
Assembly. | would like to ask the Government Leader whether or not there is any intention to
start using nuclear reactors as a source of generating power.

MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea will be answering.
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Return To Question 0189-89(1): Nuclear Reactors As Source Of Power

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, Certainly in the generation of power, with the takeover
of the power corporation there is long-term planning now beginning to take place on hydro power
generation for expanded communities. There is an assessment done on the present oil
generators that are being used in many of the small communities but at this point in time there
has been no assessment of SLOWPOKE generation.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan.

Supplementary To Question 0189-89(1): Nuclear Reactors As Source Of Power

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, during the 10th Assembly a request was given to the Science
Institute of the NWT to do a review of the SLOWPOKE nuclear reactor to generate power, as to
whether it is economical or whether it is safe or unsafe or cheaper to use, or whatever. The
Science Institute has had the opportunity, and | would like to ask the Minister whether or not the
Science Institute has done that and whether or not it is going to be used as the basis this
government is going to be taking with regard to the issue of power?

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Government Leader.
HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: | would like to take that question as notice.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Morin.

Question 0190-89(1): Moving New Department Out Of Yellowknife

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Government Leader. Mr. Minister,
the government has created three new departments: Transportation; Energy, Mines and Petroleum
Resources; and Safety. | know that the government is in support of decentralization. That is
what they say, anyhow. My question to you is, when will you be making an announcement of
moving one of these departments out of Yellowknife?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Government Leader.

Return To Question 0190-89(1): Moving New Department Out Of Yellowknife

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, the honourable Member can appreciate that most of the
resources which went to constitute those new departments, and | am speaking of O and M budget
and person years, were already in existence within various departments of the government.
Those new departments really represent a consolidation of resources which are already in place,
by and large.

Mr. Speaker, certainly the Transportation department will have a presence in the regions. The
Departments of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources and Safety and Public Services, however,
are primarily functions that presently exist in headquarters due to the nature of those
responsibilities.

Mr. Speaker, | can assure the honourable Member that we are looking for every opportunity both
with the creation of these departments and with other responsibilities that we take on to locate
new responsibilities outside headquarters. However, as | have indicated, most of the resources
for these departments are already in place and so there is not quite the same opportunity to move
them.

I would like to assure the Member that | have made a commitment to table decentralization
guidelines which we have developed and those guidelines will assist our cabinet in looking at
every opportunity that we can to decentralize. | have no immediate expectation that those
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particular functions, other than in the transportation area, are appropriate in considering the
guidelines that we have developed for major decentralization issues. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan.

Question 0191-89(1): Program To Assist Individuals With Unemployment Insurance

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct my question to the Minister of Justice. The
situation, Mr. Speaker, is that with regard to unemployment benefits, certain individuals, women,
are entitled to maternity leave and also benefits after they have their child, if they intend to care
for the child before going back to work.

The problem that is happening, Mr. Speaker, is that a lot of women in the communities are not
aware of the Unemployment Insurance Act and cannot refer to it and do not have access to the
act itself or respond to appeal decisions made here in Yellowknife, primarily due to the fact that
they do not have lawyers; they do not have a law library or they do not have the act itself. Most
of the time it is explained, | guess, from the unemployment insurance office as, "You are not
entitled under this section." | could only refer to this one incident now which happened. The
section which is being referred to by the unemployment insurance agency was repealed in 1977
but it is still being used and because the ordinary people do not have access to those acts or
laws, they find it difficult to do anything about it.

| would like to ask the Minister whether or not there is a program within his department that might
be able to assist individuals that have been turned down because of certain sections of the
Unemployment Insurance Act.
MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Ballantyne.

Return To Question 0191-89(1): Program To Assist Individuals With Unemployment Insurance

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the Member is aware, the
Unemployment Insurance Act is federal legislation. | am prepared to look into it. | think that in
any sort of an education role to do with legislation, whether it is ours or federal legislation, the
public legal education people have a role to play so | am more than prepared to look into it. | will
have my officials talk with people in public legal education and report back to the Member of any
steps we might be able to take. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Pollard was next.

Question 0192-89(1): Commitment To Decentralization

MR. POLLARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Every time the Government Leader talks about
decentralization, Mr. Speaker, it encourages me to stand up because decentralization, | think,
means taking away from a centre and giving it to other places. The Government Leader makes
the same answer every time somebody discusses this with him, "Well, most of the resources are
already here in Yellowknife." Well, | would like to ask the Government Leader how he expects
decentralization to take place when every time places like Inuvik or Fort Simpson, Fort Smith,
Rankin Inlet ask to get things moved to their communities, it is always the same answer, "l am
sorry, the resources are already here in Yellowknife. We cannot move it out." When Arctic
College was discussed, sending that back to Fort Smith, there was a big hue and cry, "We cannot
do that." So is this government committed to decentralization and how are they going to go about
it, Mr. Speaker? ‘

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson.
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Return To Question 0192-89(1): Commitment To Decentralization

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, | have been pressed by the honourable Member for Hay
River in this Legislature for things that this government has done to the community of Fort Smith
in the name of decentralization. | think he has urged me to be cautious; not to work over
communities and cause hardship to employees in other communities after the decentralization
exercise in Fort Smith.

Mr. Speaker, my answer to his question would be, yes, we are committed to the principle of
decentralization. In fact, | am going to be tabling, shortly, guidelines which indicate the criteria
that will be used to ensure that every decision made in the interests of decentralization is made
on the basis of criteria which take into account factors such as costs, the impact on the receiving
community and the impact on the community from which decentralization occurs.

How will we proceed? We will proceed with caution and look at the specifics of each case. |
believe, Mr. Speaker, that now is not the time to make wholesale and dramatic uprootings of
departments and employees. | think what we have to do is proceed on an incremental basis and
look for opportunities in which we can proceed in a responsible manner with decentralization.
| am confident, Mr. Speaker, that with these guidelines, and with the commitment of cabinet to
the principle of decentralization, over the years the record of this government will reveal that we
have made significant progress.

The other point | want to make is that we are examining, throughout the whole government,
opportunities for decentralization, and | do not want to rule out the possibility that some of the
new functions that are being created with these new departments could be decentralized. That
is something that will be revealed once the department is created and once its organization is
finalized around April 1st. We are looking for every opportunity, Mr. Speaker, but we do not want
to act precipitously, and we do not want to cause the sort of dislocation that the honourable
Member has complained about at other times in this Legislature. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Pollard, supplementary.

Supplementary To Question 0192-89(1): Commitment To Decentralization

MR. POLLARD: Well, Mr. Speaker, | guess my answer was, it is business as usual. It will get into
Yellowknife, and once it gets here, Yellowknife wraps its arms around it and says, "We are not
letting this sucker go. We have it now." Arctic College came up here with one position, | think,
Mr. Speaker. | beg your pardon, three, two, whatever -- less than 12, right -- it is now about 12,
and Yellowknife is not prepared to let it go. My question is, can we not get some kind of an
arrangement where Yellowknife has departments in trust, in trust for other communities that may
require them at a later date? That way the employees would know that sooner or later they are
going to have to move out of there. Is that told to new departments as they are setting up, Mr.
Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Government Leader.

Further Return To Question 0192-89(1): Commitment To Decentralization

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, | would like to make it clear that, as | mentioned,
particularly with reference to the Department of Transportation, we are looking at the extent to
which we can decentralize certain functions of that department. The results of that review will
be revealed when the department is created on April 1st of 1989. | would like to reiterate that
we have made it clear to our senior managers that they are to look for opportunities for
decentralization within their various functions. There are a number that are actively being
considered at this very moment. Mr. Speaker, the direction has been given to our departments,
and.l am quite confident that we will have some concrete progress to report now that we have
guidelines and a set of criteria for determining when it is appropriate to make that sort of a
decision. Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Whitford was next.

Question 0193-89(1): Canadian Mental Health Association’s Inability To Plan

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This topic is directed to the Minister of Social Services.
I have been in contact with the Canadian Mental Health Association people and they are quite
concerned about the amount of money that is in the budget for administration and continuation
of their operations. My question for the Minister is, because they have to wait for this budget to
be debated, because they have to wait until April 1st before any new moneys are provided, they
are not able to do any planning. They just live from day to day, not knowing what they are going
to be doing. Will the Minister direct her officials to meet with the Canadian Mental Health
Association people and discuss how much money they are going to be getting so they can get
on with their planning and their programs in anticipation of what they are going to be getting?

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Marie-Jewell.

Return To Question 0193-89(1): Canadian Mental Health Association’s Inability To Plan

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Mr. Speaker, we are all aware, as Members, that our next year’s
budget is subject to approval in the Legislative Assembly. | sympathize with the uncertainty we
allow groups to be in when it comes to the end of the year, but the Canadian Mental Health
Association is in the same predicament as every other group in the Territories when they come
in with new proposals for next year’s budget. As for their planning, | am sure the parameters of
their incentives and their desires can be discussed with officials, but funding, in particular, is
subject to approval. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Lewis was next.

Question 0194-89(1): Moving Of NWT Power Corporation To Yellowknife

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, on the same topic as was raised by Mr. Pollard, but directed this time
to the Minister responsible for energy. Could she indicate to us what steps are being taken to
privatize the NWT Power Commission so that it can represent, maybe, a broader interest than
simply the narrow ones of this government and could invite all kinds of private money so we
would have a board of governors or a board of directors that could perhaps make a decision to
move the Power Corporation from Hay River to Yellowknife? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

---Laughter
AN HON. MEMBER: Boo!
MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea.

Return To Question 0194-89(1): Moving Of NWT Power Corporation To Yellowknife

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: | do not know if that is a hypothetical question and desirous of a
hypothetical answer. The one part that | will answer is that we are very close to bringing forward
a paper on the movement toward privatization. We have not concluded that yet, mainly because
of all the other things on the agenda of the corporation, but we fully intend to do that as soon as
possible. We are still committed, as we were before. Certainly the corporation has moved quite
quickly. It is on schedule in terms of moving, leasing the building in Edmonton, staffing, and
moving to Hay River. There is absolutely no plan, or absolutely no indication that a change from
Hay River to Yellowknife will take place. | can be very definitive about that. Certainly, in terms
of the privatization, as soon as possible | will have that criteria on how we are going to privatize,
Nir. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Pudluk.
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Question 0195-89(1): Lack Of Housing For Teachers, Baffin

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My voice is not too good right now. My
question is directed to the Minister of Personnel. The teachers in Baffin Island are lacking
housing. Sometimes we cannot obtain a teacher due to lack of housing. Perhaps the Minister,
in the near future, could try and find some sort of housing for the teachers in Baffin Island. My
question is mostly due to the fact that in Arctic Bay there are two teachers who are living in the
same house due to lack of housing. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Marie-Jewell.

Return To Question 0195-89(1): Lack Of Housing For Teachers, Baffin

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am fully aware of the acute shortage
of housing, and the problem in the Baffin, specifically addressing the need to accommodate the
teachers, etc. | can assure the Member that we are certainly trying to deal with this issue. | can
also assure him that it will probably be identified when my budget comes up. | can assure him
that we are trying to deal with this acute problem that they do have in the Baffin. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Gargan.

Question 0196-89(1): Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct my question to the Minister of Health. On April
1st it will be one year since the transfer of health occurred. With the transfer, | believe, was the
alcohol and drug program as well as the mental health program. | would like to ask the Minister
whether or not there were with the transfer moneys identified specifically for the mental health
program.

MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea.

Return To Question 0196-89(1): Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, yes, there was m.oney identified to the mental health
program which consequently has been redirected to the Department of Social Services.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Gargan, supplementary.

Supplementary To Question 0196-89(1): Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, may | ask the Minister whether or not she might be able to provide
us with the figures.

MR. SPEAKER: Madam Minister.

Further Return To Question 0196-89(1): Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, | believe it is reflected in the estimates and | do not
recall exactly, but | will draw that out of the information on the estimates for the Member
tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Morin.
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Question 0197-89(1): No Decrease In Highway Maintenance

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister responsible for
Transportation. Madam Minister, will you continue to keep the maintenance level on the highway
between Hay River and Fort Resolution and not decrease it at all?

MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea.

Return To Question 0197-89(1): No Decrease In Highway Maintenance

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, | believe the indication on the allocation for upkeep of
that section of the road is constant in this year’s budget.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan.

Question 0198-89(1): Amounts Of Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to again direct my question to the Minister of Health.
| realize that the estimates under the mental health program are reflected in our territorial budget
estimates, but what | would like to ask the Minister is whether or not she might be able to provide
us with the amounts that were identified when the transfer of health occurred from the federal
government to this government.

MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea.

Return To Question 0198-89(1): Amounts Of Moneys Transferred For Mental Health Program

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Certainly, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan.

Question 0199-89(1): Construction Of Office Complex, Fort Providence

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct my question to the Minister of Municipal and
Community Affairs. Mr. Speaker, this summer they will be constructing an office complex in Fort
Providence. | also understand that there is an interest by certain organizations in the community
to take on the construction of the complex. | would like to ask the Minister whether or not he has
made any decision with regard to that type of an arrangement, mainly due to the fact that this
complex was to be built last year and was delayed to this year and | do not wish to see it delayed
for another year.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wray.

Return To Question 0199-89(1): Construction Of Office Complex, Fort Providence

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the Member knows, as he said, there are
certain interests in the community in working on this. We have met with the Fort Providence
Metis, the NWT Metis Development Corporation, DPW and MACA and they have agreed to have
a final proposal to us for evaluation by February 27th, which is next week. At that time, we will
use our policies to evaluate the proposal and we will see what happens. Obviously, if the
proposal is not acceptable or if there are major problems, then we will go ahead with the project
as we normally would or we may go this other route. But we will be making a decision fairly soon.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. With two minutes to go in time
allocation, Mr. Gargan.
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Question 0200-89(1): Payments To Hay River Reserve Band

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct my question again to the Minister of Municipal
and Community Affairs. It is a totally different question. The Minister, | understood during his
reply to a concern | had with regard to the Hay River Reserve Band and payments, has come up
with sort of a satisfactory arrangement. For the time being that is satisfactory. But | would like
to ask the Minister what type of long range plans he has with regard to the municipal services on
the reserve and the long-term arrangements that they might be able to reach concerning the
payments to the reserve, due to the fact that there are none under any type of act with regard to
municipal and community affairs.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Return To Question 0200-89(1): Payments To Hay River Reserve Band

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you. A long-term solution is rather difficult in this case because
the problem primarily stems from the fact that the band has cash flow problems. In other words,
it does not have enough cash and has to wait on payment for cash. We have set the arrangement
up where we are going to give them a couple of advances. What we are hopeful of is that over
some time that will allow them to build up a little bit of a cash reserve which will allow them to
proceed in the normal way. At this point in time the accountable advance system is the only one
that we have been able to work out to alleviate the problems, because the problems are<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>