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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1991 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Hon. Titus Allooloo, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Crow, Mr. Ernerk, Mr. 
Gargan, Hon. Stephen Kakfwi, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. Lewis, Mr. McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Ningark, Hon. Dennis Patterson, 
Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. Whitford, Hon. Gordon Wray, Mr. Zoe 

ITEM 1 : PAA YER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Richard Nerysoo): Orders of the day for 
Friday, April 12, 1991. Item 2, Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Yellowknife North. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Ministers' Statement 59-91 (1 ): 1991-92 Budget 
Adjustments 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The 1991-92 Appropriation Act has been under review by the 
committee of the whole since mid-February. During this 
review, Legislative Assembly Members have expressed their 
concerns and views with respect to the activities and budgets 
of all departments. The input from Members is vitally 
important to the Executive and responding to Member 
concerns is a top priority for Ministers. 

Although our fiscal capacity will not allow the government to 
take immediate action on all issues raised by ordinary 
Members during this budget review, there are a number of 
initiatives that we feel can be taken to respond to the 
concerns that have been raised. I am pleased to advise 
Members that, with their concurrence, we propose to initiate 
the following action through 1991-92 supplementary 
appropriations or special warrants: 

1) In response to recommendations in the SCONE report and 
in this House, area economic development officers will be 
placed in an additional six communities; 
2) The 1991-92 allocation to the STEP program will be 
doubled; 
3) The necessary studies to prepare for possible winter road 
programs for the Central Arctic and Keewatin areas will be 
undertaken; 
4) A new fuel for seniors' program will be instituted that will 
provide up to 2275 litres of fuel oil per year to non-wood 
burning seniors' households in the NWT; 
5) The seniors' supplementary benefits rates will be increased 
in accordance with this Legislative Assembly's 
recommendations; 
6) And lastly, certain planned increases to renewable resource 
licences and fees will be delayed. 

The total cost of these budget adjustments will be around two 
million dollars. It is my intention that these initiatives will be 
funded from our existing supplementary appropriation reserves 
for 1991-92. By using the supplementary reserve, our overall 
financial position will not be worsened. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Prior to proceeding with the 
next item, I wish to draw to the attention of honourable 
Members, visitors and representatives of the Sarcee Dene from 
southern Alberta: Chief Roy Whitney; counsellor, Alex 
Crowchild; counsellor, Clifford Bigplume; teacher and linguist, 
Venora Bigplume. 

---Applause 

Item 3, Members' statements. The honourable Member for 
Natilikmiot. 

ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Member's Statement On Appreciation To Sam Gargan, 
MLA 

MR. NINGARK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker and 
honourable Members. I will be talking about the honourable 
Member for Deh Cho, Mr. Gargan, today. During the meeting 
of the last session, just before the Easter break of the 
Legislative Assembly, he had assisted the Members greatly 
and he let us play volleyball; matches between the Executive 
and the ordinary Members. I think we won some games 
against the Ministers. I am very grateful to him for that. 
Whenever I went to get a drink from his pitcher, I got to have 
a drink. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Speaker, when Nunavut becomes a reality, and I checked 
this with my honourable colleague for Aivilik, when Mr. Gargan 
wants to go out hunting in Nunavut, my honourable colleague 
for Aivilik and myself will provide you with gas and hunting 
equipment. Mr. Speaker, through you, on behalf of the 
Nunavut Members, thank you Mr. Gargan. Thank you very 
much. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: I think I am going to arrange a volleyball 
game. 

---Laughter 

Members' statements. The honourable Member for Yellowknife 
Centre. 

Member's Statement On Concerns Of Ordinary Members 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 
congratulate the Minister of Finance who has demonstrated 
today that the government does listen to the ordinary 
Members of this House from time to time. 

---Applause 

We were wondering if there would ever be any response to 
the work that we did on the economy committee and we are 
happy to see that the government has recognized that 
economic development has to happen where people live and 
this is one indication where the government has agreed that 
that is the position that should be taken. Also the increase in 
the STEP program recognizes the real employment problems 
that we have in many of our communities and this would in 
some degree help to alleviate that problem. 

Mr. Pedersen and several other Members from Nunavut, 
including my friend to the right, Mr. Ernerk, has indicated that 
whenever the word, "transportation' comes up, all we ever talk 
about is the West. There are transportation problems in the 
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East as well. At least this undertaking to examine the Central 
and Eastern Arctic with regard to the construction of winter 
roads is a very desirable thing from the point of the ordinary 
Members, I am sure. 

We raised the issue of seniors and how they are affected 
probably more than any other group because they are on 
fixed incomes. This initiative also to look at our senior citizens 
as a distinct group of people who have lived here for a long 
time and who deserve the administrations of government to 
help them survive in a very high cost area, is very welcome. 

The last point, the issue of the hunting licences. This has 
become a major issue because we have so few businesses in 
the Northwest Territories and this is a business that should be 
encouraged and I am happy to see that the Minister is 
prepared to look at, at least, delaying the issue of an increase 
to hunting licences. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To 
the Minister of Finance, I am glad he listened to us at least 
this one time. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Just to remind the honourable 
Members that Members' statements are to be confined to one 
particular issue. Members' statements. Members' statements. 
The honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

Member's Statement On Q Tags 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to 
say I am delighted that a number of Members of this 
Assembly and our staff were able to take advantage of the 
presence of Mr. Abe Okpik in the foyer of our Legislature 
yesterday, and avail themselves of the opportunity to acquire 
a Q for Qallunaaq tag and a certificate signed by that 
distinguished gentleman. I want to thank the Members for 
their support to the Iqaluit Senior Citizens' Association and tell 
them that Mr. Okpik was delighted with the response here. 
He did very well yesterday afternoon and he informs me that 
the proceeds will go to the very worthy cause of probably 
taking members of the Iqaluit Senior Citizens' Association on 
some kind of a spring trip. Mr. Okpik, and I as MLA for 
Iqaluit, are very grateful for Members' support. 

Members who may wish to acquire a Q tag, or members of 
the public who may wish to acquire a Q tag, can get hold of 
me. I have been given a franchise to do some of that work 
on behalf of the senior citizens, if anyone missed that 
opportunity yesterday. Qujannamiik. 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. Item 4, returns to oral 
questions. Returns to oral questions. The honourable 
Member for lnuvik. 

ITEM 4: RETURNS TO ORAL QUESTIONS 

Further Return To Question 0373-91 (1 ): Possible Supply 
Of Alaskan Petroleum Products To Arctic Communities 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, this is in response to a 
question asked by Mr. McLaughlin on March 19, 1991, with 
regard to the possible supply of Alaskan petroleum products 
to Western Arctic communities. Most of the POL product 
purchased by Government Services is for the Eastern Arctic. 
Supplying the Baffin Island communities, the High Arctic and 
the Hudson Bay area from Alaska is not practical from a 
logistics point of view. Secondly, with the volumes we 
purchase, the price we pay is about the same or even lower 
than what we would have to pay in price, exchange, import 
duty and taxes for the American product. 

As for the communities along the Mackenzie River, the 

Beaufort Sea and east to Spence Bay and Gjoa Haven, ice 
conditions in the Bering Strait and around the northwest 
corner of Alaska often do not clear until too late in the season 
to resupply Spence Bay, Gjoa Haven and Cambridge Bay. 
There are also no facilities in the Delta where a tanker from 
Alaska could be unloaded. 

One service station operator in lnuvik using his own truck 
does buy gasoline at Haines, Alaska, for sale in lnuvik. His 
cost is about two cents per litre less than he could do from 
the local Esso bulk dealer in lnuvik. With the volumes 
purchases by Government Services from Norman Wells, 
gasoline is cheaper than product from Alaska. 

The mandate of Government Services petroleum products 
division does not extend to the highway communities. 
Services are not provided in competition with the private 
sector. The government's price remains fairly stable due to 
purchases being made for an area once only each year. 
Service stations do not buy a year's supply so are subject to 
price fluctuations each time they iill their tanks. 

Return To Question 0417-91 (1 ): Increase In Gasoline 
Prices, Baffin Region 

I would also respond, while I am on my feet, sir, to a question 
asked by Mr. Arlooktoo on April 10, 1991, regarding the 
increase in gasoline prices recently experienced in the Baffin 
Region. During the 1990-91 fiscal year the price of petroleum 
products in the Baffin Region was increased twice due to 
federal and territorial tax increases. The implementation of the 
goods and services tax and the corresponding removal of the 
federal sales tax resulted in an increase in gasoline prices of 
between two cents and four cents a litre across the Territories 
in communities served by petroleum products. 

The territorial government also increased fuel taxes effective 
January 1, 1991, by 1.3 cents per litre on gasoline. The 
petroleum products division of the GNWT did not increase 
product prices due to the world oil price increases as the bulk 
of the inventory was purchased in the summer of 1990. 
Distributors in Yellowknife had to follow the world price as 
their stocks are purchased on an as needed basis. 

MR. SPEAKER: Returns to oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Nunakput. 

Further Return To Question 0402-91 (1): Update On Work 
Done At Leo Ussak School, Rankin Inlet 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, I have a return 
to a question asked by Mr. Ernerk on April 9, 1991, regarding 
the Leo Ussak Elementary School in Rankin Inlet. On March 
7, 1991, I reported to the Members of the Legislative Assembly 
on the problems with the air quality and the corrective action 
being taken by the Department of Public Works, including 
some modifications to the building ventilation and heating 
systems. I am pleased to report that all of the planned 
modifications were completed on April 4. The work was done 
during the normal school break and this included the 
relocation of the fresh air intake for the classroom ventilation 
system to prevent chimney smoke from entering the school; 
increasing the supply of fresh air; and changes to the heating 
pipe system to prevent glycol odours from entering the school. 
This work, along with those changes completed in November, 
will ensure a high quality of air supply throughout the school. 
The Department of Public Works will continue to monitor the 
air quality on a regular basis to ensure standards are 
maintained. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Returns to oral questions. Item 5, oral 
questions. The honourable Member for Rae-Lac la Martre. 
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ITEM 5:  ORAL QU ESTIONS 

Question 0425-91 (1 ) :  Six New Economic Development 
Officers 

MR. ZOE: Mahsi  cho ,  Mr .  Speaker .  Mr .  Speaker ,  in l i ght of 
the M in i ster's statement, M r. Bal lantyne 's  statement, I would 
l i ke  to ask h im  a question i n  regard to the six commun ities 
that wil l be a l lotted economic deve lopment offi cers . Cou ld the 
M in ister i nd icate to the House which s ix commun it ies he is 
mak ing reference to in  h is  statement? Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: The honou rable Member  fo r  Kival l iv i k .  

Return To Question 0425-91 ( 1  ) :  Six New Economic 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral questions .  The honourab le  
Member for Kit ikmeot West. 

Question 0426-91 (1 ):  Funding For Six New Economic 
Development Officers 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker .  To the  M in iste r 
of F inance,  a q uestio n  on the number  one  item in h i s  
M in isters' statement today ,  s ix a rea  economic  d eve lopment 
off icers .  Could the M in i ster of Fi nance i nform me whether th is  
is fund ing for  contributions  to hamlets for them to h i re the i r  
own ,  or  is it as the M in i ster of Economic  Deve lopment j ust 
ind icated, PYs for wh ich  he w i l l  go to competit ion? I can 
support the one but perhaps not the other .  

Development Officers MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourab le Member for 
Kiva l l iv ik .  The honourab le  Member for Ye l lowkn ife North. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker .  No 
decis ion h as been made yet as to which six commun it ies the 
money o r  the PYs wi l l  be p rovided to.  The paper is presently 
before the F inanc ia l  Management Board and w i l l  be meeti ng 
someti me i n  the next coup le  of weeks to make those 
dec is ions .  As the Member can appreciate, there are a number 
of  commu n it ies that have requested EDOs, so we are look ing 
at that and look ing at strateg ical ly where the best p lace to 
place them is ,  but no  dec is ion has been made yet. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral q u estions .  The honourable 
Member for Rae-Lac la  Martre, supp lementary .  

Supplementary To Question 0425-91 (1 ): Six New 
Economic Development Officers 

MR. ZOE: Supp lementary , Mr .  Speaker .  Cou ld the M in ister 
give us an i nd ication as to how soon this dec is ion wil l take 
p lace? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honou rable Member for 
Kival l iv i k .  

Further Return To  Question 0425-91 (1 ): Six New Economic 
Development Officers 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you .  I am advised by the 
M in ister of F inance that there wi l l  be an attempt to hold an 
FMB meeting  sometime with in  the next coup le  of weeks. It 
shou ld be with in  the next coup le  of weeks and hopefu l ly we 
wi l l  be ab le  to go to competit ion and have those people in 
p lace with i n  the next two to th ree m onths. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral q u est ions .  The honourable 
Member for Rae-Lac l a  Martre, supp lementary .  

Supplementary To Question 0425-91 ( 1  ) :  Six New 
Economic Development Officers 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Speaker ,  in l i ght of the comments received by 
the M in ister, cou ld  I req uest the M in i ster if he cou ld  inform the 
House as soon as the decision is made? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank ' you ;  The honourable Member for 
Kival l ivi k .  

Further Return To  Question 0425-91 (1 ) : Six New 
Economic Development Officers 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you .  If the decis ion is made 
before the end of th is s itti ng ,  I most certa in ly wi l l  i nform the 
House.  If by that t ime we have adjou rned ,  I wi l l  i nform the 
Members by l etter or  phone and then I wi l l  make a formal 
statement i n  the House if we come back in ear ly summer  or 
late spri ng .  

Return To Question 0426-91 (1): Funding For Six New 
Economic Development Officers 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. It 
w i l l  be a combination  of the two ,  depend i ng  on the 
commun ity ; some com m u n it ies ,  a contribut ion to the  hamlet, 
i n  othe r  commun ities it m ay be more appropr iate to have a PY 
and somebody work i ng  for the government. So as 
appropr iate, e ither one oUtiose two approaches. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions .  The honourab le 
Member for Nahendeh .  

Question 0427-91 (1 ) :  Political And Constitutional 
Development Commission For Denendeh 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr.  Speaker, I wou ld l i ke  to ask the 
M in ister respons ib le  for Aborig i na l  R ights and Constitutional  
Deve lopment a q uestion .  I must commend  t he  M in ister for 
going to meet with the ch iefs yesterday afternoon .  At the 
meeti ng the M in ister presented h i s  proposal  for a commiss ion 
to deal with constitutiona l  and pol it ical deve lopment i n  the 
West, i n  Denendeh .  Has the M in i ster had a formal  response 
from the Dene Nation ;  whether as a resu lt of h ear ing the 
concerns of the ch iefs yesterday he sti l l  fee l s  that the 
commission is a good idea for Denendeh at th is t i me? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
Sahtu . 

Return To Question 0427-91 (1 ):  Political And 
Constitutional Development Commission For Denendeh 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: (Trans lat ion) Mr .  Speaker ,  
yesterday I went to meet with the ch iefs at the l eadersh ip  
meeting .  A l l  t he  native people have been  tal k i ng  about 
form ing se lf-government. I wanted to f ind out if t hey are sti l l  
i nterested i n  form ing  t he i r  own self-government. After I had 
that meeting with them everybody agreed that t hey are sti l l  
i nterested i n  forming se lf-government. They say they are 
go ing to benefit from that. That i s  another  th i ng .  But I have 
not h eard from them yet as of this morn ing .  The De lta people 
are working on the i r  own land c la ims but we know that they 
are support ing us ;  t he  Sahtu reg ion too. The  Dogr ib ,  
Ch ipewyan ,  Deh Cho reg ions ,  these th ree reg ions are the  
ones that have not  dec ided and we have not heard f rom them 
yet. Maybe today they m ight come up  w i th  a dec is ion .  But  
as  of now we do not know what dec is ion  they are go ing  to  
come up with . Thank  you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral questions .  The honourab le 
Member for  Deh Cho. 
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Question 0428-91 (1): Victims Assistance Program 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, my question is directed to the 
Minister of Justice. It is with regard to the victims assistance 
program. Right now the program provides for sort of a 
financial compensation to people that have been physically 
injured or have experienced some financial loss due to crimes 
that have been committed against them. With regard to this 
victims assistance program, is there anything with regard to 
people that have gone through an experience and are 
suffering from psychological effects of a crime that has been 
committed against them? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife North. 

Return To Question 0428-91 (1): Victims Assistance 
Program 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: There is not a specific 
program to deal with the Member's concern. I understand if 
somebody has been victimized , injured during some criminal 
activity, that would be taken into consideration in the sort of 
psychological trauma. It could be taken into consideration 
when they are deciding on some form of compensation. But 
there is not a specific program to deal with the matter that the 
Member has brought forward . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

Question 0429-91 (1): Reading Of Rights To Ms. Nowdluk 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. Another question, Mr. Speaker, 
with regard to the lady I made a statement on, Ms. Nowdluk. 
Was this lady consulted with regard to her travel arrangements 
from the Crown attorney and was the lady informed of her 
rights and responsibilities as a witness, by the officers that 
actually arrested her? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank. you. I would remind honourable 
Members that one should pose one question. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife North. 

Return To Question 0429-91 (1): Reading Of Rights To 
Ms. Nowdluk 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The actual details of that I 
cannot give to the Member right off the top of my head. We 
have made a fair number of efforts in this particular case. I 
can see what information I can get for the Member. As I said, 
if the Member has some other questions -- I heard his 
statement from yesterday and I am prepared to make a 
statement in the House responding to some of the points the 
Member brought up in his Member's statement yesterday. I 
can do that next week. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South. Oral questions. The honourable Member 
for Nahendeh. 

Question 0430-91 (1) :  Possibility Of Court Case Re Land 
Claims 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, another question for the 
Minister of Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development. 
Yesterday when the Minister was meeting with the chiefs, I 
believe a number of chiefs raised the question of a reference; 
legal question to the Supreme Court of the Northwest 
Territories. To date I had thought that the public image of our 
government is that it was not willing to pose such a question 
to the Supreme Court. I take it from the Minister's response 

yesterday, that the government indeed, was interested in 
looking into the possibil ity of formulating and posing such a 
question to the Supreme Court. Is this in fact true? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0430-91 (1 ): Possibility Of Court Case 
Re Land Claims 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, the question of a 
court case arose last summer in the course of the Dene 
assembly here in Dettah. In the discussions I had indicated 
to the Dene leaders that if there was some way in which some 
court proceedings could be undertaken that would not 
jeopardize the claims negotiations or other groups, or possibly 
undermine the treaty rights of people, and if there was a good 
strategy that could be developed that would not offend any of 
the Dene, but would possibly lead to a strengthening of the 
Dene positions in the negotiations, that we would be very 
open to supporting it. 

Following that assembly, as a Minister I waited for some 
contact with the Dene Nation. In short, the work that the Dene 
Nation executive has done on this question is almost minimal. 
Yesterday the national chief of the Dene Nation led the Dene 
chiefs to believe that the government has had in its 
possession a question that the Dene Nation has given us to 
refer to the Supreme Court of the Northwest Territories . That, 
in fact, is not true. What has happened is that on the 
persistent prodding of our officials, the lawyers that have been 
assigned to this by the Dene Nation, have finally come up 
with a draft question which they wanted a number of people 
to look at for consideration; but the Dene Nation has yet to 
draft the question, or suggest a strategy which we can look 
at and respond to. At least eight months have passed and I 
would say that the amount of work that has been done on 
this question, which unfortunately a good number of chiefs 
have been waiting for, amounts to about a week or two of 
work at the most. 

In fact, in my opinion, the Dene Nation has wasted about 
seven and a half months of time, and I understand that the 
position of many of the chiefs now is basical ly considering this 
course of action. As the national chief of the Dene Nation has 
said, most of the chiefs -- I think he said the majority of chiefs 
-- supported this motion last summer. My impression is that 
this is no longer true. There is no way we can suggest that 
the Gwich'in Tribal Council and the Delta support this. They 
tell us that they want nothing to do with it. The Sahtu chiefs 
and Melis leaders want nothing to do with this. There have 
been discussions recently with the Dogrib leaders and they 
have yet to decide official ly whether they are going to 
reconsider or not. 

Because it has taken so long to do so little work, I guess the 
circumstances have changed and the attitude of some of the 
people who were supporting this has changed. I would 
suggest that they have to get a more frank assessment of 
exactly what has been done on their behalf since last summer. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions . The honourable Member for 
Nahendeh. 

Question 0431-91 (1) : Ministerial Initiatives Re Land 
Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts Of NWT 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, the Minister, Mr. Kakfwi, is 
aware that in our part of the North, the Deh Cho and the 
southern parts of the North, land claims have virtually come 
to a halt. I think as a government and as the Minister 
responsible for this area, he ought to be concerned, and I 
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th ink I d id hear h im say yesterday that as the M i n ister he  
wou ld be prepared to beg in  a process of  tak ing  some 
in itiative with the federal government to beg i n  land c la im 
negotiat ions with the people of Deh Cho and the  southern 
part of the North .  Is  th is  the case ,  that the M i n ister can ,  i n  
fact, and  i s  w i l l i n g  to take some  i n it iatives so  that l and  c la im 
negot iat ions can get on  the road again i n  these parts of  the 
North? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. A new question .  The 
honourable Member  for Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0431-91 (1 ): Ministerial Initiatives Re 
Land Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts Of NWT 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr .  Speaker ,  I must say that I 
know what work can be done by pol it ical leade rs that head 
organizat ions l ike the Dene Nation .  I served for four  years as 
pres ident of the Dene Nation ;  based on  my own persona l  
exper ience w i th  the job ,  I know that you have to have a work 
p lan for any i n it iat ives that your  people d i rect you to do  and 
you have to make some suggestions and work with other  
peop le  to get the job  done .  I t  is my v iew that i t  has not been 
the case i n  the recent h istory of  the Dene Nation .  

My  suggestion yeste rday was s imply that i f  t he  Dene  Nat ion 
executive takes the d i rect ion ser iously ,  that some of the Dene 
ch iefs have major  prob lems with e lements of the federa l  po l icy 
on c la ims negotiations ,  on the certain posit ions that they take ,  
then i t  is u p  to  the executive of  the Dene Nation  to deve lop a 
strategy e i ther by themselves to se l l  to people l i ke myself to 
support, or to come to people l i ke  myself and ask for some 
he lp i n  deve lop ing some strategy so that they can carry out 
the i r  work .  Ne ither of these th ings has been done .  

I t  is not my job as  a M i n ister o f  Abor ig i nal R ig hts to  take 
motions of the Dene Nat ion and act on  them. I need the 
specif ic d i rect ion of the ch iefs and the bless i ng  of the 
executive to do th is work .  I n  fact, I cannot do the  job of the 
executive of the Dene Nat ion .  That was s imply the  po int that 
I was try ing  to make yesterday .  

Hav ing said that, if some of  the i nd iv idua l  ch iefs want  to make 
some suggest ions and want  to meet to suggest some th ings 
to myself, as long as it does not offend the executive and 
nobody 's feathers are ruff led , I would be anxious to s it down 
and see what cou ld  be done .  Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral questions .  The honourable 
Member for Nahendeh .  

Supplementary T o  Question 0431-91 (1 ) :  Ministerial 
Initiatives Re Land Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts 
Of NWT 

MR. SIBBESTON: M r. Speaker, supp lementary. Mr .  Speaker ,  
I th ink the  M i n ister tends to put as ide h is  respons ib i l ity 
occas iona l ly .  I th ink  that if th is  government -- and the M i n ister 
is indeed the government of the people -- then I t h i nk  he  must 
take some respons ib i l ity ,  a g reater respons ib i l ity than he 
adm its at  the moment on  these matters. Wh i le  I recogn ize 
that the Dene Nation  are foremostly responsi b le ,  does the 
M i n ister not be l ieve that this government, he and the 
Government Leader, with the i r  i nfl uence ,  the i r  contacts with the 
federal government, w i th  the M in iste r, can p lay a s ign if icant 
part in gett ing the federal government to beg i n  negot iat ions 
again with a l l  of the reg ions of the North? It just seems to me 
that if th is  government was rea l ly  concerned,  rea l ly  i nte rested 
and rea l ly wanted to g et land c la im negotiat ions go ing  agai n ,  
i t  cou ld  by  tak i ng  the  major  i n it iative. I am j ust wonder ing if 
the M in i ster is putting  respons ibi l it ies as ide and putting too 
m uch onus on  other  peop le and not enough on h imself. 

Can the M i n ister cons ider  the idea of our government tak i ng  
a major i n it iative and see i ng  i f  he can get negot iations go ing  
aga in  w i th  the  federal government o n  behalf o f  some of  the 
Dene people i n  the North? 

MR. SPEAKER: Just prior to proceed ing ,  I want to rem ind  
honourab le  Members, if you have s upp lementaries, that t he  
p reamb le  shou ld  be short. The honourab le  Member  fo r  Sahtu . 

Further Return To Question 0431-91(1): Ministerlal 
Initiatives Re Land Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts 
Of NWT 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr .  Speaker ,  one of the f i rst ru les 
a l l  organ izat ions have,  ru le  number one ,  i n  the case of the 
Dene Nat ion ,  is that you do  not do anyth ing u n less -- because 
it is the on ly ru le by which you can survive as a po l it ical 
leader, as an e lected leader .  I n  th is i n stitution  as wel l ,  I know 
that, un l ess every body agrees with the  th ings you are do ing ,  
you are  basical ly dead meat, as  it were. 

I should po int out to the Member that the Delta Tribal Counc i l ,  
as wel l  as the Sahtu Tr iba l  Counc i l ,  h ave not i nd icated to us 
that they want any major  i n it iatives taken on  th is  at  th is  t ime .  
Both g roups have basical ly said ,  ' If you are go ing to do 
anyth ing ,  le t  us know. It would be  better for you to do 
noth ing than to get i nvolved i n  negot iat ions . "  

I th ink  it i s  sti l l  the prerogative of  the treaty people ,  the Melis 
people, the i r  leaders and their du ly e lected and mandated 
people ,  to make suggestions to us as a government on  what 
we shou ld  be do ing  to support them .  I i nd icated to the ch iefs 
yesterday that I know some of the i deas I have had over the 
years, not a l l  of  them agree with those,  and not a l l  of them 
agree with the way I th i n k  we should g o  about tak ing  care of 
bus iness. It wou ld basical ly be pol i t ica l  su ic ide  to say that I 
shou ld go ahead and do whatever I want. F i rst of a l l ,  they 
w i l l  not a l low it ;  and secondly ,  nobody has asked me to do 
anyth ing .  Nobody has asked the M i n i sters to do  anyth i ng .  I 
t h i nk  it is a bit fool i sh  to be suggesti ng  someth ing  l i ke  that. 
Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Oral q uestions .  The honourab le Member  for 
Nahendeh ,  supp lementary .  

Supplementary To  Question 0431-91 (1  ): Ministerial 
Initiatives Re Land Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts 
Of NWT 

MR. SIBBESTON: I do not really know;  is the M i n ister say ing 
that I am fool ish for  suggesting that h e  take an i n it iative? 
Su rely the M in ister does not take the view that he gets 
d i rection or instruct ions on ly from the ch iefs ; otherwise what 
would be the role of us as MLAs? As an MLA,  I represent an 
area where there are s ix or  seven ch i efs and where land 
claims h ave come to a halt, and I am concerned about that. 
I know the people want to get land c la ims go ing  and they are 
seek ing the he lp of our government, th i s  big g overnment that 
is supposed to be our  government, and the M in ister is 
say ing . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order. Would y o u  pose your  q uestion 
p lease? The honourab le Member  for Nahendeh .  

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr.  Speaker, is t he  M in i ster say ing  that I 
am foo l i sh  for stand ing up here and try ing to represent my 
constituents on th is  matter, say ing that h e  ought to take some 
i n it iative o n  th is matter? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honou rab le  Member  for 
Sahtu. 
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Further Return To Question 0431 -91 (1 ): Ministerial 
Initiatives Re Land Claims In Deh Cho And Southern Parts 
Of NWT 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: It must be Fr iday ,  Mr .  Speaker. 
I should reword that and say that I wou ld be foo l ish to accept 
and fol low such a suggestion .  I operate from the posit ion that 
only the ch iefs can deal with treaty issues; on ly the ch iefs and 
the Mat is leaders can d eal with the abor ig ina l  issues with 
regard to c la ims and also with regard to the i r  posit ion on 
pol it ical and constitutional issues. They are mandated for that ;  
they are the ones that are d riving  and making dec is ions on 
what to do with claim negotiat ions. 

Whi le  I respect the fact that there is a real strong fee l i ng  i n  the 
Deh Cho reg ion that someth ing shou ld be done ,  I am not su re 
that I am the one to be do ing the doing here. I am say ing  
that i f  the  Deh  Cho ch i efs want to  s i t  down , if the Metis 
leaders from the Deh Cho want to sit down and talk about 
what can be done in  the present s ituation and to have some 
d iscussions on that, I made that offer yesterday .  If there was 
an i nterest and a need to meet, and a des i re to meet, then I 
wou ld  be very happy to receive such an invitat ion .  Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral q uest ions .  The honourable 
Member for Aivi l i k .  

Question 0432-91 (1): Timing Of Skating Arena 
Construction, Chesterfield Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: (Translation) Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker .  This 
question is d i rected to the M in ister of Mun ic ipal and 
Commun ity Affairs regard ing  the Chesterfie ld In let skat ing r ink .  
I wonder  i f  the M in ister can ind icate to us when the skat i ng  
arena is going to  be bu i lt i n  Chesterf ie ld I n l et. Thank you ,  Mr .  
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
l nuvik .  

Return To Question 0432-91(1): Timing Of Skating Arena 
Construction, Chesterfield Inlet 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: M r. Speaker, the schedu l i ng  of the 
program was changed after  consu ltation with the mayor and 
hamlet counci l lors. The  prog ram as or ig i nal ly projected was 
to be two years. It was to have begu n  this year and to have 
concluded next year. Fo l lowing d iscuss ions with the hamlet 
counc i l ,  we agreed with them that it wou ld  be done a l l  i n  one 
year ,  which would be w ith in  the next f iscal year, and that is 
the way the project has gone i nto the cap ital p lan .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  Oral questions .  The honourable 
Member for Aivi l i k ,  s upp lementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0432-91 (1 ) :  Timing of Skating 
Arena Construction, Chesterfield Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: (Trans lation) Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. Is the 
foundation going to be prepared this summer? I wonder if the 
M in ister knows, M r. Speaker ,  thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  The honourable Member for 
l n uv ik .  

Further Return To Question 0432-91 (1): Timing Of 
Skating Arena Construction, Chesterfield Inlet 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: My reco l lection ,  M r. Speaker, is that 
the community wou ld  be do ing that. If my reco l lection is 
incorrect, I wi l l  advise him separately ; but yes, I do  be l i eve it 
is going ahead and I do be l ieve that the commun ity was 

go ing to be p rovid i ng  that particu lar  part of the project. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral quest ions .  The honourable 
Member for Ye l lowkn ife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: I would l ike to ask th is question to Mr .  Wray 
when he is i n  h is seat, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral quest ions .  The honourable Member for 
Ye l l owkn ife Centre. 

Question 0433-91 (1): Status Of Economic Development 
Agreement 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. I wou ld l i ke to ask the 
M i n ister of  Economic Deve lopment and Tour ism what the 
status is on  the EDA agreement. I unde rstand a framework 
agreement has now been conc luded ,  but wou ld  he exp la in  to 
me what is  the next step, what i s  the next th i ng  that has to be 
determ ined? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
Kival l iv ik .  

Return To Question 0433-91 (1 ) :  Status Of Economic 
Development Agreement 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you .  After we s igned the 
framework agreement, we embarked,  over the last month,  on 
a ser ies of regional  consu ltat ions with var ious g roups ,  i nte rest 
g roups,  bus i ness g roups, in every reg ion ,  on the agreement. 
The support we rece ived was almost unan imous ,  with a 
couple of exceptions .  Letters of support are now coming i n .  
We wi l l  t hen  take these reg iona l  consu ltat ions and  lette rs of 
support, go back to the federal government, and say , "Okay ,  
general ly speak ing  th is  is what we want  to do as a 
government. The position we have out l ined is acceptab le .  
Wi l l  you now agree to  it?" I f ,  i n  fact, the fede ral government 
does agree to it, then a ser ies of subagreements w i l l  be 
s ig ned for each sector. That is where we are r ight now. We 
have f in ished the consu ltat ions and that i nformation has gone 
to Ottawa and now we wait for  Ottawa. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions .  The honourable Member for 
Ye l l owkn ife Centre, supp lementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0433-91 (1 ): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker .  To the same M in ister, 
when you agreed to undertake a process it is assumed that 
everybody knows what the ru les are. The M i n ister has said 
that general ly people have agreed, with some except ions .  
Was there an expectat ion, when these reg ional  consu ltat ions 
took p lace ,  that they wou ld  have to g et the agreement of a l l  
areas before it cou ld go to the federa l  government for 
s ign ing? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
Kival l iv ik .  

Further Return To Question 0433-91 (1): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

HON. GORDON WRAY: No, the i nd icat ion was that there 
had to be general support, but it was understood that 
obviously in such  a massive agreement there are go ing to be 
one or two poi nts that peop le  do not agree with . Nobody has 
d isagreed with the concept ;  nobody has d isagreed with the 
d i rect ion that we want to go .  The d i sagreements have been 
main ly over the moneys a l located to various sectors. Some 
people fee l  that perhaps more money shou ld  be in  one sector 
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and less in another; that is the nature of the disagreements. 
Our understanding was that DIANO essentially wanted to see 
that there was a general level of acceptance. Obviously the 
fall-out to that is that they did not believe what we were telling 
them. I made the case that much of this work flowed from the 
SCONE hearings in every community, from the regional 
economic conferen ces that,were organized a few_, years ago by 
the Minister, and general ly from all the stuff that has been 
coming in from the communities. That was not good enough 
for them. They said we had to go out and consult once again 
so that they were sure that is what people wanted. We have 
done that. The support is there, and now we will see what 
they do or say. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre. Supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0433-91 (1 ): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since then, this 
process has been so clear and there is a clear understanding 
between both parties as to what has to be achieved .  Why is 
it that the Minister has indicated publicly that this process may 
not be good enough and that there are other factors at work 
which might undermine this agreement? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Further Return To Question 0433-91 (1 ): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you. I did not indicate the 
process was not good enough. What I said publicly was that 
at a junior level in the Indian Affairs bureaucracy our approach 
is supported by the Northern Affairs side and generally by the 
senior people within the department. But within the Indian 
Affairs side, within the junior bureaucracy, I believe, based on 
the information I have been given -- I do not have tangible 
proof -- there is a serious attempt being made by some 
bureaucrats within Indian Affairs to undermine this process. 

I will be quite frank here. Indian Affairs had promised, or want 
to undertake c ertain programs in the North with what we call 
CEDOs, community economic development organizations. 
These are organizations they have created. They have 
promised these CEDOs a certain amount of money. The 
problem is that Indian Affairs does not have any money. 
When the Treasury Board approved the $40 mil lion for the 
Economic Development Agreement, some people within the 
Indian Affairs bureaucracy saw this money as a pot of money 
that they could perhaps get to put into the programs that they 
had promised to people. They had promised support to these 
groups without having the money in their budget. 

What I believe is happening now is that some of these people 
are trying to undermine the agreement so that they can take 
some of the money that was approved by the Treasury Board 
for this EDA over into the Indian Affairs side and fund some 
of the programs they do not have money for. That is what I 
believe to be happening. 

I do not have tangible proof. I can not produce documents. 
I can not give you the dates of phone calls. But our 
intelligence system is pretty good. We know what is going on 
down there. We have had experience in dealing with these 
people, and I am reasonably certain that that is the basis of 
what is going on. I am still cautious or optimistic because it 
is being done at a very junior level within the Indian Affairs 
side of the bureaucracy. I do not believe it is supported by 
the Minister or the senior bureaucracy and I do not believe it 
is supported by the northern side. So I will wait and see what 

happens, but that is what I believe is happening. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Final supplementary. The 
honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Supplementary To Question 0433-91 (1 ): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So that I can get 
some feel, then, about the level of support throughout the area 
in which these regional consultations have taken place, 
without going into great detail, could the Minister indicate 
where, specifically, there have been some problems with 
getting this kind  of support in the regions for this approach to 
the EDA? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Further Return To Question 0433-91 (1 ): Status Of 
Economic Development Agreement 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I do not have all the minutes of the 
meetings. You must understand that consultations took place 
in eight or nine centres, with close to 200 to 300 people, 
alorig with territorial organizations. I know that there were 
some problems in the Kitikmeot. But those, again ,  were 
problems between staff members of various organizations. It 
was not a problem with the leadership. I met with the 
leadership yesterday, for example. Mr. Pedersen tabled a 
letter of support from the leadership but, again, it was a 
problem at staff levels; turf protection between various staff 
members and, quite frankly, once again, Indian Affairs was 
involved. Certain phone calls were made and certain people 
were told they should take a position. We know that faxes 
were sent out, although I cannot get a copy of one, but it was 
seen under the phone number on the fax and was traced 
back to Indian Affairs in Ottawa. So we know they have been 
stirring the pot. 

The problem has not been  with the philosophy of the EDA, 
not with the projects, but that some people feel there is too 
much money in one pot and not enough in another. We 
knew that was going to happen. I do not have any more than 
that in terms of specifics because obviously, in these 
meetings, when you have 20 or 30 people, you have one 
individual that may have a point of view and you have 27 
others that do not. So it is very difficult to say specifically. 
But I would say the most serious problem was in the Kitikmeot 
but it had nothing to do with the leadership. It had nothing 
to do with disagreements between myself and the other MLAs 
or the leadership in that region. It was merely staff members 
that were disagreeing. That was where the problems came 
from. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Natilikmiot. 

Question 0434-91 (1 ): Decentralization Of Positions In 
Natilikmiot 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is 
directed to the Minister responsible for Economic Development 
and Tourism. During the d ecentralization of positions within 
the Natilikmiot some years ago, Pelly Bay did not receive any 
person years from Cambridge Bay. I wonder i f  the Minister 
responsible would seriously look at decentralizing the position 
of Natilikmiot regional superintendent of Economic 
Development to Spence Bay and the position of economic 
d evelopment officer from Spence Bay to Pelly Bay in the n ear 
future. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
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Kival l ivik. 

Return To Question 0434-91 (1 ): Decentralization Of 
Positions In Natilikmlot 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I would l i ke to say yes, M r. Speaker, 
but unfortunately I am going to say no  at th is time. I do not 
bel ieve a fundamental change l i ke that shou ld  be engineered 
at this late stage i n  this government's mandate or in this 
Legislature's mandate. I have received a request from Spence 
Bay. They make a good case for do ing that. We know what 
the region would l ike. I have indicated to my officials that in  
the new g overnment i n  the new year  i t  shou ld  be discussed 
with the n ew Minister of Economic Deve lopment and 
d iscussed with the regional g roups such as the reg ional 
cou ncil and regional  I nuit association .  I w i l l  not make that 
k ind  of change so late in my mandate. Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Ora l  questions .  The honourable 
M ember for Nati l i kmiot. Supp lementary.  

Supplementary To Question 0434-91 (1 ):  Decentralization 
Of Positions In Natilikmiot 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. Assuming the 
honourab le M inister is re-e lected to the position ,  wou ld he 
make a commitment? 

---Laughter 

Supplementary To Question 0434-91 (1 ): Decentralization 
Of Positions In Natilikmiot, Ruled Out Of Order 

MR. SPEAKER: The quest ion is out of order . You cannot 
make a commitment on the part of the next government. Oral 
questions. The honourable Member for Ye l lowkn ife South. 

Question 0435-91 (1 ) :  Status Of Retrofit Work On Williams 
Avenue And Bigelow Crescent Buildings 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. The reason I d id  
not respond the  last time you acknowledged me was the 
M in ister i n  question  was not i n  her chair .  I have a question 
for the M in ister responsib le for the Hous ing Corporation.  Mr .  
Speaker ,  i n  the last week or two there have been a l ot of 
concerns expressed by local contractors and supp l iers here in 
Ye l l owknife concern ing compl iance by southern contractors to 
work being performed for the Housing Corporation and Pub l i c  
Works of  this government. I would l i ke  to ask the Min ister 
responsib le for the Hous ing Corporatio n  if he could advise me 
as to whether or  not the retrofit work that is  being conducted 
on Wi l l iams Avenue  and B ige low Crescent bu i ld ings belonging 
to the Hous ing  Corporation have , i n  fact, been completed .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
l n uvik. 

Return To Question 0435-91 (1 ) :  Status Of Retrofit Work 
On Williams Avenue And Bigelow Crescent Buildings 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: M r. Speaker, the Member has been 
tracking this project for a number of weeks and months now. 
The company had d ifficu lty in meet ing its commitments and,  
i n  fact, h as requested an extension o n  two occasions.  The 
last information I have with regard to the B ige low project was 
that the work at the present time, with the except ion of 
seasonal d eficiencies ,  was completed by the company by 
March 1 5. That is much later than they had orig ina l ly ag reed 
to. What those seasonal deficiencies might be, I am not 
exactly sure. I could find out and provide the detai l .  The 
bulk of the work has been compl eted,  but it has not been 
total ly concluded. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions.  The honourab le 
Member for Ye l l owkn ife South ,  su pplementary.  

Supplementary To Question 0435-91 (1 ) :  Status Of Retrofit 
Work On Williams Avenue And Bigelow Crescent Buildings 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. I wonder  if the 
M in ister can advise me if th is same company is also beh ind 
in  other contracts with h is  d epartment or wi th th is government 
that he is aware of. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourab le Member for l nuvik .  

Further Return To Question 0435-91 (1 ) :  Status Of Retrofit 
Work On Williams Avenue And Bigelow Crescent Buildings 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes it i s ,  Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions.  The honourable Member for 
Aivi l i k .  

Question 0436-91 (1) : Mussel Survey In  Rankin Inlet 
Harbour 

MR. ERNERK: (Trans lat ion) Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker .  I am 
d i recting my question to the M in i ster of Renewable Resources, 
i f he can hear me -- thank you, Mr .  Speaker. Someone 
ind icated to me that F ishe r ies and Oceans had conducted a 
survey in regard to mussels i n  Rank in  I n let harbour .  Mr .  
Speaker, does the M in ister of  Renewable Resources know 
anyth ing about this su rvey that was being done in Rank in? 
Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Mem ber for  
Amittuq. 

Return To Question 0436-91 (1 ) :  Mussel Survey In Rankin 
Inlet Harbour 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Trans lat ion) Thank you ,  M r. 
Speaker . I have not been informed as to who cond ucted the 
survey. When I do f ind out, I wi l l  get back to you as soon as 
possib le .  Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions .  The honourable Member for 
Aiv i l i k .  

Question 0437-91 (1 ) :  Establishment Of Hospital In 
Keewatin Region 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker .  I wou ld  l i ke  to 
d i rect my question to the M i n ister of Health .  F i rstly , Mr .  
Speaker ,  I have a copy of the reso l ut ion by the Keewatin 
Regional Health Board d ated January 30, 1 991 . I n  part, the 
reso lut ion states , Mr. Speaker ,  that whereas the cu rrent THIS,  
Territorial Hosp ital Insurance Services, five-year capital p lan 
contains expenditu res for the establ ishment of a hospital 
presently referred to as the Keewatin nu rs ing home ,  Mr .  
Speaker, it a lso states, to change the name from "nu rs ing 
home" to "hosp ital" , to  actual ly ref lect the wishes of  the 
Keewat in  peop le in the five-year p lan .  End of  the reso lut ion .  
Mr. Speaker, my question to the M in i ster of  Hea l th is ,  does 
th is mean that we w i l l  soon see the estab l ishment of  a 
reg ional hospital in the Keewatin Reg ion? Thank you ,  Mr .  
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourab le Member for Nunakput. 

Return To Question 0437-91 (1 ) :  Establishment Of 
Hospital In Keewatin Region 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker ,  a name is  a 
name is a name. The fact that we have responded to ca l l  a 
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health centre a hospital, because of the request from the 
Keewatin, does not indicate that there has been any 
upgrading or bringing forward of a hospital facility in the 
Keewatin at this time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0437-91 (1): Establishment Of 
Hospital In Keewatin Region 

MR. ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, supplementary. Are we ever 
going to see a regional hospital in the Keewatin Region? 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Nunakput. 

Further Return To Question 0437-91 (1 ): Establishment Of 
Hospital In Keewatin Region 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I cannot speak for 
the future, but I would like to suggest to the honourable 
Member that the discussion on what type of facility would best 
serve the Keewatin, these discussions and details of how the 
regions want to have their medical services delivered to them, 
are ongoing. I would suppose not in the lifetime of this 
Assembly or in the near future, but we should be coming to 
some realization on exactly what type of facility best serves 
that population, taking into consideration the fact that we still 
have to evaluate what would happen to the use of the 
Churchill centre and the Winnipeg centre. I know that the 
Keewatin Regional Health Board is working towards looking at 
a facility and they have not made up their minds what would 
best serve that community interest. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Oral questions. 
The honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Question 0438-91 (1): Application Of Federal Cultural 
Industries Development Fund 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. Mr. Speaker, 
in January the federal government announced a $33 million 
cultural industries development fund and that applications 
would have to be made to it by April 1 .  This is a program 
jointly sponsored by the federal Department of 
Communications and FBDB, Federal Business Development 
Bank. My question to the Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism is, since this fund is now available to people who 
at the beginning would be involved in publishing, in sound 
recording and in the film ind ustry, does the availability of this 
fund mean that it could have some way of assisting the 
Northwest Territories government in meeting the objectives of 
its own economic development strategy as it relates to cultural 
industries? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I am not aware if we are taking 
advantage of that funding, but knowing the creativity of some 
of the people who work for us, like George Tuccaro, I am sure 
that if we can tap that funding to assist us in our own cultural 
industries strategy, then we most certainly will be undertaking 
to try and acquire funds out of it. As to specifics, I guess I 
will have to take it under notice, Mr. Speaker, because I just 
do not know the specifics, if we have got money out or if we 
are going to get money from it. 

MR.  SPEAKER:  Thank you. The honourable Member is 

taking the question as notice. Oral questions. 

Item 6, written questions. Written questions. 

Item 7, returns to written questions. 

Item 8, replies to Opening Address. Replies to Opening 
Address. 

Item 9, petitions. 

Item 1 0, reports of standing and special committees. Item 1 1 , 
tabling of documents. The honourable Member for Yellowknife 
North. 

ITEM 11: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
have two documents to table. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
table Tabled Document 86-91 (1 ) ;  pursuant to subsection 1 2(2) 
of the Statute Revision Act and subsection 3 (1 )  of The 
Adoption of the French Version of Statutes and Statutory 
Instruments Act, I wish to table the Revised Statutes of the 
Northwest Territories, 1 988. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to table Tabled Document 87-
91 (1 ) ,  Formula Finance Agreement between the Government 
of Canada and the Government of the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Tabling 
of documents. Item 1 2, notices of motions. Notices of 
motions. Item 1 3, notices of motions for first reading of bills. 
Notices of motions for first reading of bills. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife North. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice 
that on Monday, April 1 5, I will move the following motion: 
Whereas the statute . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable Member, we 
have gone by notices of motions. We are now in notices of 
motions for first reading of bills. Does the honourable 
Member wish to return to the appropriate item? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Yellowknife 
North. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you. Sorry, I am a 
little bit slow this morning. Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous 
consent to return to Item 1 2, notices of motions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
seeking unanimous consent to return to Item 1 2, notices of 
motions. Are there any nays? There are no nays. Proceed. 

ITEM 12: NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Notice Of Motion 11-91 (1 ): Adoption Of Formula Financing 
Agreement 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, April 1 5, 1 991  , I 
will move the following motion: 

Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourable Member 
for Iqaluit, that the Legislative Assembly hereby approves 
Tabled Document 87-91 (1 ) ,  titled Formula Financing 
Agreement. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions. 
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Item 1 3, notices of motions for f i rst read ing of b i l l s .  

I tem 1 4, mot ions .  

I tem 1 5, f i rst read ing of b i l ls .  I tem 1 6, second read ing  of b i l l s .  
The honourable Member for l n uv ik .  

ITEM 16: SECOND READING OF B ILLS 

Second Reading Of Bill 3: Liquor Act 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. S peaker, I move, seconded by 
the honourable Member for Sahtu, that B i l l  3 ,  An Act to 
Amend the Liquor Act, be read for the second time. The 
purpose of th is  b i l l ,  M r. Speaker ,  is to provide that p leb isc ites 
held under  the Liquor  Act w i l l  be conducted by secret bal lot ;  
and to prov ide that 20 per cent of  the qua l if ied voters of a 
comm u n ity may petition  the M in i ster to determine whether the 
hours of  operation of l icensed premises ought to be restricted .  
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The m ot ion i s  in  order .  To the 
princ ip le  of the b i l l .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest ion .  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been ca l led .  I do not 
recogn ize a quorum .  M r. C lerk ,  wou ld you r ing the be l l ,  
p lease? To the pr inc ip le  of  the b i l l .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  

MR. SPEAKER: Quest ion has been ca l l ed .  A l l  those i n  
favour? Al l  those opposed? The  motion is carr ied.  

---Carr ied 

Bi l l  3 has had second read ing and i s  referred to comm ittee of 
the who le for today.  Second read ing of b i l l s .  The honourable 
Member  for Iqa lu it. 

Second Reading Of Bill 32: Corrections Act 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Yel lowkn ife North, that Bi l l  32, An Act 
to Amend the Correct ions Act, be read for the second t ime.  
M r. Speaker, the purpose of th is  b i l l  i s  to amend the 
Correct ions Act to remove al l  reference to the position  of 
superintendent of corrections ;  and to a l low the M in i ster to 
de legate authority to i nvest igate matters i n  the corrections 
service or  any correctiona l  centre. Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The m ot ion i s  i n  order .  To the 
pr i n c i ple of the b i l l .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest ion .  

MR. SPEAKER: Question  has been ca l led .  A l l  those i n  
favour? Al l  those opposed? The m ot ion i s  carr ied. 

---Carr ied 

Bi l l  32 has had second read ing  and is  referred to comm ittee 
of the whole for today. Second read i n g  of b i l ls .  The 
honourable Member for Iqal u it . 

Second Reading Of Bill 25: Marriage Act 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker .  I 
m ove,  seconded by the honourab le Member for Sahtu ,  that 
B i l l  25, An Act to Amend the Marriage Act, be read for the 
second time. The purpose of this b i l l ,  Mr .  Speaker, is  to 
amend the Marriage Act to make val id a marr iage that is 

performed accord i ng  to the rites ,  usages and customs of a 
re l i g ious body, where the re l ig ious body d oes not have 
reg istered c le rgymen who so lemn ize a marr iage ;  to transfer 
the adm in istrat ion of the act to the M in i ster ;  and to make a 
consequent ia l  amendment to the Vital Statist ics Act. Thank 
you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The motion is i n  order .  To the 
pr inc ip le of the b i l l .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal l ed .  A l l  those i n  
favour? A l l  those opposed? The  mot ion i s  carr ied.  

---Carried 

Bi l l  25 has had second read i ng  and is  refe rred to committee 
of the whole for today. Second read ing  of b i l l s .  Item 1 7 , 
considerat ion in committee of the whole of b i l l s  and other  
matters : Tabled Document 22-91 ( 1 ) ;  B i l l s  4 ,  5 and 7 ;  
Committee Report 2-91  (1 ) ;  B i l l s  3 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 , 1 8 , 23, 24, 25, 26 
and 32. 

I do  not notice any of the cha i rpersons in the House at the 
moment. We requ i re the House to appo int an i nterim 
cha i rman to take on the respons ib i l ity . The Cha i r  appoi nts M r. 
Ernerk .  

ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you ,  Members of the 
committee. Yesterday ,  we conc l uded Government Services. 
I wonder if the Government House Leader cou ld  te l l  us what 
the wish of the government i s .  M r .  Government House 
Leader. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  
The government wou ld be prepared to proceed with the 
Publ ic  Uti l it ies Board , the Department of F i nance,  the 
Department of Economic Deve lopment -- I th ink part of it was 
deferred -- and then the Department of Exec utive. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Does the comm ittee ag ree with 
this order? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you .  We wi l l  take a 1 5  
m inute recess. 

---SHORT RECESS 

Bill 7 :  Appropriation Act, 1991-92 

Public Utilities Board 

The committee w i l l  come back to order .  We are on the Pub l i c  
Uti l it ies Board . Mr. M in i ster , do you wish to  make your  
open ing  remarks? 

Minister's Opening Remarks 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  
Mr .  Chai rman,  the Pub l ic  Uti l it ies Board is a reg u latory agency 
authorized under  the act wh ich  reg u lates e lectr ica l  and gas 
ut i l it ies in the No rthwest Territo r ies .  

The 1 990-91 i nc rease of $300 ,000 ref lected an i nc rease to the 
Pub l i c  Uti l it ies Board for addit iona l  f und i ng  for the now 
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completed NWT rate structure review. An estimated $1 1 5 ,000 
is recoverable from the participating uti l it ies from a total review 
cost of $230,000. The 1 99 1 -92 budget reflects removal of this 
one-time O and M fund ing .  

Both the Pub l ic  Uti l it ies Board and the H ighway Transport 
Board are fu l l  regu latory boards authorized and mandated 
under law. My co l l eague,  the Hon. Gordon Wray , having  
al ready out l ined to you the  specific budget review of  the  
Highway Transport Board ,  I w i l l  therefore on ly be reviewing 
with you substantiat ion on behalf  of the Publ ic Uti l ities Board. 

Mr. Chairman, the Pub l ic  Uti l ities Board, being a regu latory 
agency, is faced  with ongoing O and M costs. These costs 
are ref lected in the 1 991 -92 budget and the categories are : 
hearing costs ; expenses and train ing of the counsel  assigned 
to the board ; court costs as assigned by the Supreme Court; 
and adequate fund ing to recogn ize an ongoing train ing 
prog ram for  the board members and staff. 

Mr. Chairman, that conc ludes my remarks. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you,  Mr .  M in ister. Do you 
wish to invite witnesses? 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr .  Chairman. 
I think I can handle it here .  If there is a need for any specific 
techn ical questions ,  I can ask the witness i n ,  but I cou ld try it 
from here for now. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you,  Mr .  Min ister. General 
comments on the Pub l ic Uti l it ies Board. Are there any general 
comments? We are on page 2. 1 8 . Does the committee agree 
that we get into the detai l of the Pub l ic Uti l it ies Board? 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

Highway Transport/Public Utilities Board, Total O And M, 
Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you.  Total O and M for 
both the Highway Transport and Pub l i c  Uti l ities Board, 
$663,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you. Does the committee 
agree that the Highway Transport/Pub l ic  Uti l ities Board is 
conc l uded? Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

Department Of Finance 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you .  Next we go to the 
Department of Finance. Mr .  M in ister, are you ready with your 
opening remarks? 

Minister's Opening Remarks 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  Mr .  Chairman. 
Mr .  Chairman, the 1 991 -92 budget of the Department of 
Finance conta ins on ly l im ited forced growth funding, with no 
new in itiatives be ing proposed. The budget wi l l  provide the 
resources esse ntial for the department to meet its legis lative 
responsibi l ity for fi nancial management and control in 

government, for fiscal pol icy in itiatives, for support to the 
F inancial Management Board , and for its ro l e  i n  provid ing 
f inancial services to government departments and agencies.  

One year ago · the changes to the structure of the formula 
f inancing agreement were determined. It has taken a year  of 
intensive effort to complete negotiat ions on  its detai led terms. 
The agreement has recently been f ina l ized . Both the fede ral 
M in ister of Finance and I have signed this agreement, and I 
tabled the agreement today in the House.  This agreement wi l l  
p rovide our government with certainty on future funding and 
wi l l  provide protection  from the types of cutbacks that have 
recently been instituted by the federal government. 

The department's service respons ib i l ity to al l departments and 
to many boards and agencies continues to be of high priority. 
During the upcoming year the procedures and computer 
systems that support the f inancia l  operation of the government 
w i l l  be extensively reviewed to ensure the processing  of 
f inancial transactions is efficient and meets the needs of 
government. 

The government 's revenue strategy wi l l  continue  to be a key 
priority . Our tax rates wi l l  remain competitive with other 
Canadian j u risdictions.  The balanced fiscal p lanning in  the 
proposed budget is ref lective of the needs and condit ions of 
the North and wi l l  be supportive of economic deve lopment. 

Mr .  Chairman, the department's budget ref lects forced g rowth 
increases in salaries and in fees charged for insurance and 
bank ing .  These increases are more than offset by decreases 
resulting from l ower payments of interest on the bonds issued 
to purchase the Northern Canada Power Commission. I n  total ,  
the department's budget is proposed to  decrease by $288,000 
from the revised budget of 1 990-91 , with no change in person 
years. Thank you, M r. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you ,  Mr. M in ister. Does the 
standing committee on f inance have any opening remarks to 
make? The honourable Member for Ye l lowkn ife Centre. 

Comments From The Standing Committee On Finance 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. The standing 
committee on f inance has two recommendations to make, one 
of them re lat ing to computer strategy ,  Mr. Chairman, and the 
other  one on the goods and services tax. On the computer 
strategy, Mr  Chairman, the department had as an objective in 
the 1 990-91 budget the development of a strategy for handl ing 
e lectronic data processing,  EPD,  po l icy matters with in the 
GNWT. The committee is concerned that this has not been 
completed and i t  has now been d ropped as an objective by 
the government. The standing committee on f inance fee ls  that 
information techno logy is a crit ical resource of modern 
management and we wonder why th is  has been dropped. 

Motion That Department Of Finance Re-Establish 
Development Of Information Technology Strategy, Carried 

If I may, I wou ld  l i ke to move the fol lowing motion :  I move 
that the committee recommends the Department of Finance re­
establ ishes its objective to develop an information technology, 
IT or  EDP,  strategy,  for the government and complete it as 
soon as poss ib le .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): (Trans lation) Thank you.  The 
motion is in  order. To the motion .  Al l  those in favour? 
(Translat ion ends) We have no quorum. Mr .  Clerk ,  would 
you ring the be l l ,  p lease? The Chair recogn izes a quorum.  
The motion is in  order. To the motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Question is being cal led .  A l l  
those in favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carried .  

---Carried  

Thank you. Mr .  Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Minister of 
Finance has ind icated that the federal government is 
pressuring for an agreement on the goods and services tax 
which does not exempt the NWT Housing Corporation  and 
other GNWT-funded boards and agencies at the moment. The 
committee is supportive of the government's position to gain 
exemptions for the corporation and other GNWT-funded 
boards and agencies. Further, the committee wishes that the 
government would lobby the federal government to d istribute 
GST information in the native languages and arrange to have 
federal officials visit the communities to expla in the goods and 
services tax and its implementation. A second issue relating 
to this, M r. Chairman is that the committee is concerned that 
aborig inal peop1e in the NWT may not be aware of thei r  
entitlements and respons ib i l ities under the fede;al Income Tax 
Act. The M inister indicated that he wou ld  look i nto what cou ld 
be done to help  explain thei r  rights. 

Motion That Department Of Finance Ask Federal 
Government To Advise Aboriginal People Re Goods And 
Services Tax, Carried 

On the recommendation of the stand ing  committee on f inance, 
Mr. Chairman: I move that the committee recommends that 
the Department of Finance make every effort to have the 
federal government advise aborig ina l  people of the i r  rights, 
respons ib i l ities, and e ntitlements under the federal Income Tax 
Act, especial ly with respect to the goods and services tax. 
Thank you, M r. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you, Mr Lewis. The motion 
is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Question is being cal led .  A l l  
those in favour? Al l those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. M inister, do you wish to invite witnesses for this? 

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Yes, with the committee's 
permission, I would l i ke  to br ing witnesses into the House. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Does the committee agree that we 
invite in witnesses? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Sergeant-at-Arms , please escort 
the witnesses into the H ouse. Qujannami ik .  M r. M inister, 
(Translation) p lease introduce your witnesses. 

HON. Michael Ballantyne: I have Eric Nie lsen ,  the deputy 
minister of Finance, and J im Nelson, comptrol ler  general of 
our government. Thank  you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you, M r. M inister. General 
comments. Are there any general comments? There are no 
general comments. Does the committee agree that we go into 
detail? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

Directorate, Total O And M,  Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : We are on page 4.8, for the 
committee's i nformation. Total O and M, $ 1 ,824,000. Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

-Agreed 

Revenue And Asset Management, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you.  Revenue and asset 
management, total O and M, $2,329,000. Any comments? 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

Government Accounting, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you .  Page 4. 1 0 , 
government accounting , total O and M, $8,589,000. Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

Fiscal Pol icy, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you.  Page 4 . 1 1 ,  f iscal 
pol icy ,  total O and M ,  $730,000. Any comments? Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Debt Financing, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank  you.  Page 4 . 1 2, debt 
financing , total O and M, $4,256 , 000. Agreed? Mr .  Whitford. 

MR. WHITFORD: Mr.  Chairman,  I have always been led to 
bel ieve that there is a surplus in  our fund ing .  How can we 
have debts if there is a surplus of that amount that wou ld cost 
us four mi l l ion do l lars? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you ,  Mr. Whitford. Mr .  
M inister, p lease. 

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: This was the f inancing 
arrangement for the Power Corporation ,  so there is not a cost 
to us. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you ,  M r. M in ister. Debt 
financi ng ,  total O and M ,  $4,256.000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

Tax Administration, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you.  Tax admin istration ,  
total O and M ,  $504,000. Any comments? Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  
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---Agreed 

Management Accounting Services, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you .  Page 4 . 1 4 ,  
management account ing services, total O and M ,  $1 ,432,000. 
Any comments? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

Financial Management Board Secretariat, Total O And M 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Page 4 . 1 5 ,  f inanc ia l  management 
board secretariat, total O and M .  M r. McLaugh l i n .  

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank  you ,  M r. Chai rman.  On  th is  page, 
I wou ld  l ike to ta lk a l itt le more about the F inancia l  
Management Agreement and whether o r  not it is fo l lowed. 
When the publ ic accounts committee did i ts review recently, 
we pursued this area; and I was wonder ing if the M i n i ster or 
his off ic ia ls  would l ike to make any comments i n  the area that 
the debate took place then ,  specif ica l ly ,  the fact that we have 
supp lementary estimates coming i n ,  sometimes in  the fall of 
the year ,  re lated to a previous year 's expend itu re even though 
the real ity of the situat ion is we know that we are go ing to be 
overexpend i ng ;  and the practical app l ication  of the Fi nancia l  
Adm in i strat ion Act would mean that i n  actual fact we are 
break i ng  our own laws. Suggestions were made that perhaps 
i n  areas where there are other statutory programs which are 
also d r iven by laws, some sort of exempt ions cou ld be made 
so that when ,  for example ,  the F inanc ia l  Assistance Act in 
Social Services requ i res money ,  they could be exempted and 
overexpend itu re could occur. What is actual ly happen ing is 
that we are i n  a situation  where some off ic ia l  at some leve l ,  or 
the F i nanc ia l  Management Board itself , knows that we are 
actual ly doing an overexpenditu re or  that we are going to be 
do ing an  overexpend iture, so that the essence of the F inancia l  
Adm in i strat ion Act is thwarted by that ;  because the actual 
pract ical ity of it is we do not want to stop the government; we 
do not want the whole system to break down. But there has 
to be a change i n  the F inancia l  Admin i strat ion Act so that no 
offic ia ls are put in  the place of break ing the law. I would l i ke  
to  see if you have any comments you would l i ke  to  make ,  or  
if you have done any th ink ing on th is  s ince the pub l ic  
accou nts committee met wi th you last. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you ,  Mr .  McLaug h l i n .  Mr .  
M in iste r, do  you wish to respond? 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Certain ly .  I th ink  earl ier in 
the budget we had some d iscuss ion  on this . The problem we 
are fac i ng ,  and we have been havi ng  meetings with the 
Auditor General to f ind a solut ion to the problem,  is more a 
techn ica l  problem than anyth ing e lse .  General ly ,  our  systems . .  
i n  p lace are very good and,  in  fact, ou r  systems have been 
applauded by the Aud itor General . There are two things or  
ways th is  can be approached. We have not dec ided yet 
which i s  the most appropr iate approach .  We are look ing at 
ways of t ighten ing up the system itself so that it is more 
d iff icu lt  for these th ings to happen ,  or to change the law itself , 
the F i nanc ia l  Admin istrat ion Act, so that a department can 
have an  overexpenditu re in an activity or  task and would on ly 
be reported if it is at a departmental leve l .  We are look ing at 
both these th ings and we are hav ing  some p retty constructive 
meetings  with the Aud itor Genera l .  We are on top of it. We 
do not real ly th ink  it was a serious problem. The Aud itor 
General did not th i nk  it was a serious p roblem.  We 
acknowledge that there was a problem and we are work i ng  
very c losely with the  Aud itor Genera l 's  staff r ight now to come 
up  with a so lut ion to it . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ern�rk): Thank you, M r. M i n i ster. M r. 
Mclaugh l i n .  

MR. McLAUGHLIN: I th ink  the  one ma in  p r i nc ip le  at stake is 
that if th is p ractice i s  a l lowed to cont in ue ,  and  I know the 
F inancial  Management Board is  not tryi ng  to beat the system ,  
b u t  practical ity i n  actual fact is caus i ng  them t o  do that. 
U n less th is is c leaned up ,  in a way it h as to look at two 
situat ions.  It has to cover the fact that the Members of the 
Leg is lative Assembly approve the budget and n o  expenditu res 
are to take p lace that are not approved .  In actual  fact they 
are, so that in essence we cou ld be thwarted .  Why bother 
hav ing the Assembly m eet to pass the budget if i n  actual fact, 
in p ractical ity, departments are spend ing  money that we do 
not authorize? 

Even though we are not tal k i ng  about a large amount of 
money and we are not tal k i ng  about matters where any k ind 
of  deceit o r  anyth i ng  is  go ing on ,  the p rob lem is  that the 
whole princ ip le  of hav ing  the Assembly pass the budget does 
not mean anyth ing if, s ix months after the f iscal year, the 
government comes in with a supp lementary est imate and we 
g ive retroactive approval to money they have a l ready spent. 

That is bas ica l ly the pr inc ip le that is wrong ;  and then on a 
techn ical aspect, I would say that because somebody is  
actual ly break ing the F inancia l  Adm i n istrat ion Act, is there an 
i nd iv idual  person i n  the government that makes that decis ion,  
or  does the board make that decis ion itse lf, to ignore the act? 
I would say we are open to situat ions where somebody, just 
for the heck of it -- some sort of a scurr i lous activity -- could 
actual ly l ay a charge or  report to the RCMP that the law has 
been broken .  What would we do? 

I th ink  those are the two matters that have to be rectif ied. 
One is the pr inc ip le .  It does not make sense to have the 
Assembly retroactively approv ing expend itu res. If that is the 
case, there i s  no point approv ing them i n  the f i rst place. In 
the second part of it, I th i nk  i n  fact if you are bend ing or 
break ing your own law, then you have either to enforce the 
law or  change it. I t h i nk  i n  th is case it makes p ractical sense 
to make some changes that are not going to leave us open to 
cr iti c ism.  Basical ly the whole government is ignor ing one of 
its own laws. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you, Mr. McLaugh l i n .  Mr. 
M i n ister. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: I th i n k  we unde rstand the 
issue.  We are on top of the issue.  I wou ld  say the pr inc iples 
that the Member is tal k i ng  about are i mportant pr inc ip les. As 
I said, we are i n  the p rocess now of look ing at ways to deal 
with it, but it is more of a techn ical th i ng  than a nyth ing else. 
We acknowledge that ,  especial ly if the sums got much larger 
-> and our sums are sti l l  qu ite small -- that it i s  an  emerg ing 
prob lem,  a problem that the pub l i c  accounts committee 
brought to our  attent ion,  a problem that we take ser iously. 
We wi l l  be coming back to th is Assem bly with so l ut ions to that 
problem.  

Financial Management Board Secretariat, Total O And M, 
Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you ,  Mr .  M i n ister. Are there 
any further comments on F inanc ia l  Management Board 
Secretariat? Total O and M ,  $1 ,456,000. Do I hear agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk): Thank you .  Next page, detai l s  of 
g rants and contribut ions.  Total contr ibut ions ,  $3,000,000. 
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Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you. Total g rants and 
contributions, $3,000,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you. Next page, 4 . 1 7 ,  
detai l  of work performed on behalf of thi rd parties, Arctic 
Col lege, total Arctic Col lege, $32,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

--Agreed 

Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you. Total department, 
$32,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you. There is  nothing e lse. 
There is  no capital .  Does the committee agree that this 
department is  concluded? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Department Of Economic Development And Tourism 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ernerk) : Thank you. By ag reement we w i l l  
go on to Department of Economic Development and Tourism, 
page 1 7. 1 7. Thank you , Mr .  M i n ister, and I thank you, 
witnesses. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : We are deal ing with the 
Department of Economic Development and Tourism. There 
was a motion to defer this department to deal  with the 
commun ity works program, the STEP program. Under detai ls 
of g rants and contri butions, does -- when we dealt with the 
department there was a motion to defer on contributions. 
Total contr ibutions, $6, 1 08,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Total g rants and contributions, 
$6,628,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. M EMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total O And M 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Page 1 7.19 is i nformation. 
Program summary, operations and maintenance,  total O and 
M ,  $28,304,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Ernerk. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I wonder if I cou ld 
ask a couple of questions to the M in i ster of Economic 
Development and Tourism; something that I might have 
missed dur ing the debate, du r i ng  the d iscussion of the 
department's budget. I should l ike to pose that question to 
you fi rst. Mr .  Chai rman,  may I please? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Go ahead , Mr .  Ernerk. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you , s i r. One of the things  that 
should l ike to ind icate to the M i n ister, and it is coming soon 
again ,  is in the area of fisheries. I am not sure as to how 
much work has been done to do a fisheries test •· not to do 
a fisheries test but to do some counting of fish, in particu lar  
arctic char, i n  my own rid ing ,  i n  p laces l ike Chesterf ie ld I n l et, 
Repulse Bay and Coral Harbou r. I happen to be l ieve that, 
especial ly dur ing these hard t imes, we must beg i n  to thi nk of 
economic development, to be ab le to provide employment 
opportun ities to people as much as poss ib le .  I nc l uded ,  of 
cou rse, is the important aspect of the tou rism ind ustry ,  and we 
have many, many young people who are w i l l i ng  to do many, 
many things,  who are w i l l i ng  to work, who are w i l l i ng  to be 
trained and w i l l i ng  to make money i n  our commu n it ies. I 
shou ld  also l ike to i nd icate that I know the Department of 
Economic Development has tr ied many , many ventu res and 
many, many d ifferent k inds of opportun ities to try to meet the 
high unemployment in our commun it ies. 

I guess I have a two-part question to the M in ister. Whi l e  I 
ag ree that the estab l ishment of fishing plants has been 
undertaken by the Government of the Northwest Te rr itor ies, 
particularly by the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism, I am wonder ing if the department has undertaken ,  or 
is plann ing to undertake, the process ing of cari bou meat or 
red meat with this particu lar venture. Am I understood , Mr .  
Chairperson? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Wray . 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you . Unfortunate ly ,  I do not 
have my offic ia ls here so I cannot answer the spec if ics. I n  
general ,  however, i t  is the i ntention of the department to  beg in  
implementi ng ,  for example ,  the Keewatin f isheries development 
strategy. That was work that was done in conj unction with the 
Keewat in Wi ld l ife Federation over  the last two or three years. 
We do have money with in this budget and there are i n it iatives 
i n  the proposed EDA that wou ld beg in  to implement that 
Keewatin fisheries strategy. I be l i eve there is an untapped 
resource there. The problem is that we j ust, to a certain 
extent, do not know what is out there . We want to start doi ng 
a test fishery off Coral Harbou r and Repu lse Bay out on the 
coast because, from odds and ends ,  we have found  crab, we 
have some ind ications of shrimp and cod , but we  do not 
know if there is a lot there or a l ittle  bit . We just do not know. 
Particularly under  the EDA, I have been try ing  very hard to 
f ind money to do the test f ishery necessary to prove whether 
or not there are commercial poss ib i l it ies. 

I think also i n  the Keewat in we have severely neg lected the 
i n land fishery.  There are very large stocks of whitefish and 
trout i n land i n  the Keewat in ,  and if, i n  fact ,  over the next two 
or three years we see perhaps a winter road goi ng  south i nto 
Winn ipeg , where a l l  freshwater fish ends up anyway, then 
maybe that is j ust another incentive to get that f ishery started,  
and they can complement each other. One of the problems 
we have had with a f ishery in the Keewatin has been the very 
high cost of transport ing the f ish out. If there were ,  as I say ,  
a winter road, then it wou ld make i t  a lot easier. I wou ld l ike 
to, over the next two or three years ,  devote a fa ir  amount of 
resources i n  conjunction with organ izations such as hu nters 
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and trappers groups, the Keewatin Wildlife Federation and the 
Inuit associations, and start working seriously on the fishery. 

Processing Of Red Meat 

With regard to red meat, there are commercial quotas 
available in the Keewatin. They have not been utilized 
extensively, and as you know there are some problems with 
the Beverly-Kaminuriak Board of Management, who are 
nervous about commercial utilization. I believe much of that 
concern comes from the Dene from Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, who are worried about that. There have been 
some small experiments with the processing of red meat, and 
I believe that these will continue and, hopefully, in conjunction 
with Renewable Resources and, again, the hunters and 
trappers organizations in the regions, we will develop that 
potential. I wish I could be a little bit more specific, but all I 
can tell you is that, yes, it is certainly our intention to move in 
that area, in conjunction with the communities. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Wray. Mr. Ernerk. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I should like to 
thank the Minister for that answer, because I have been aware 
for a number of years now that a certain amount of 
commercial fishing has been undertaken by different 
communities in my own constituency. One of the things that 
I have also noticed is that a number of years ago there was 
a lot of discussion about the inland fishery , which is 
something that the Minister mentioned, Mr. Chairman. I am 
also aware that society has not paid as much attention to the 
inland fishery as they should. 

While I am satisfied with the Minister's answer, I should also 
like to indicate to the Minister that there has to be more 
testing of the many lakes that we have in our region, because 
there has to be many more areas in both the inland lakes and 
the offshore where there has to be an identification of the 
arctic char population. I am aware that the Committee Bay 
region has a lot of arctic char. I am also aware that Wager 
Bay has a lot of arctic char ,  and it is a beautiful arctic char. 
Many of the lakes and areas between Chesterfield Inlet and 
Wager Bay, where the people of Chesterfield Inlet go to fish, 
have a lot of arctic char.  Of course, as the Minister 
mentioned, and I agree, there is a lot of inland fish such as 
whitefish. I guess I am asking the Minister and his 
department to take a look at certain areas in that region in 
terms of identifying where there is the most abundance of fish, 
and take this fish resource that we have, in commercial 
fishing, so that we provide a few more employment 
opportunities for the people we represent in our communities. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Program summary. 
Mr. Ningark. 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Minister, I 
guess you know that the communities that I represent, Pelly 
Bay, Spence Bay and Gjoa Haven, have made some requests, 
not directly to the Minister but maybe to your department and 
to myself when I travel to that riding, to have an access road 
either for the vehicles or all-terrain vehicles to the potential 
areas. This road would facilitate tourism, hunting and 
recreation, and I know that Gjoa Haven is in the process of 
making a proposal to construct a road to the area where the 
Franklin Expedition is believed to have entered. It was 
unfortunate that you were not able to visit the Natilikmiot 
constituency during the spring. I wonder if you have received 
any request from the community of Gjoa Haven to build a 
road, which I believe is to be about 30 miles? Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Unfortunately, I do not have my Transportation budget books 
here. I thought during the Department of Transportation 
budget I did mention that we are going to be building a road 
in that region. I just cannot remember where it was. I really 
have to get back to the Member on that question because I 
do not have my Transportation budget books with me. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Just to remind the Members, the 
Minister is without his witness. If you are asking for details, 
it is pretty difficult to respond. I just want to remind the 
Members of that. M r. Ningark. 

MR. NINGARK: To make a point, the reason I brought this 
up is that the project is linked with Economic Development 
and Tourism. Thank you. 

Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ningark. Program 
summary. Operation and maintenance, total O and M, 
$28,304,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): When we were dealing with 
details of capital for Economic Development and Tourism, we 
deferred business development. Can we go ahead with it 
now? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Business Development,Contributions, Headquarters, Total 
Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Contributions, headquarters, total 
region, $10,000,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Business Development, Contributions, Total Capital, 
Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total contributions, $ 1 0 ,000,000. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total activity , $10,000,000. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Let us go back to 
program summary, page 1 7.9. Total capital expenditure, 
$ 1 4 ,798,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Does the comm ittee ag ree that 
the Department of Economic  Development and Tour ism is now 
concluded? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

•·•A greed 

Department Of Executive 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you ,  very much .  Can we 
go back to page 2 . 1 9, deta i ls  of g rants and contr ibutions for 
the Executive Counc i l  Secretariat in your O and M books? 
Th is  department was deferred by motion u nt i l  all the other 
d epartments were dealt with .  Al l  the other departments have 
been dealt with now, so does the committee ag ree we 
proceed with the detai ls  of g rants and contribut ions for the 
Exec utive Counci l  Secretariat? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

•··Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Exec utive Counc i l  Secretariat, 
total g rants, $499,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

•--Ag reed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Exec utive Counci l  Secretariat, 
total contribut ions, $2,986,000. Ag reed? 

SOM E  HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Executive Counci l  Secretariat, 
total g rants and contributions ,  $3,485,000. Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 

Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Now to go back to page 2.7 ,  
program s u m mary. Total O and M ,  $1 8,245,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the comm ittee agree that 
the Department of Executive is now conc luded? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Ag reed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Can we go to Bi l l  7 now, p lease? 
Mr. Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, M r. Chairman. There are sti l l  
several recommendations from t h e  stand ing committee o n  
f inance report which w e  have not dealt with . W e  worked very 
hard th is year, so we wou l d  l i ke  a chance to make these 1 2  
more recommendations before we conc lude B i l l  7 ,  Mr .  
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): There is a request to deal with 
more recommendations from the stand ing committee on 

f inance.  Does the committee ag ree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr .  Lewis, go ahead.  

Recommendations From The Standing Committee On 
Finance 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr. Cha i rman .  The f i rst issue re lates 
to capital a l location .  Over the past fou r  years the stand ing 
committee on f inance has mon itored the a l locat ion of  capital 
by community and expressed its concerns d u ring committee 
meet ings with the government. These concerns i nc l ude  
insuffic ient consu ltation with M LAs on capital p lans  for the i r  
constituenc ies and an apparent i nequ ity i n  the a l location of 
capital do l lars. I w i l l  not go i nto a l l  the deta i l s ,  but the report 
does outl i ne  where the capital do l lars are a l located . I wou ld  
l i ke  to  proceed with the motions ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

Motion To Accept Recommendation 1 ,  Carr ied 

I move that the comm ittee recommends that the government 
rev iew and make recommendations to the Leg is lative 
Assemb ly on methods for improvi ng the cap ital p lann ing and 
al location process to ensure capital expend itu res are effi c i ent, 
effective, economic  and equ itab le .  That is  the motion .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you ,  M r. Lewis .  You r  
motion is i n  order. To  you r  motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been ca l led .  A l l  
those i n  favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carr ied .  

---Carr ied 

Mr .  Lewis, go ahead. 

MR. LEWIS: The second motion ,  Mr .  Chai rman,  re lates to 
housing programs. The committee found  that wh i l e  it has 
been general ly acknowledged over the past fou r years that 
hous ing is one of the most important pr io rit ies of the 
Leg is lative Assembly,  the gap between demand and supp ly of 
pub l i c  housing has not improved . Furthe r, the government 
has not presented a 1 0-year p lan to the  Assembly,  as 
recommended in the comprehens ive aud it of the Northwest 
Territor ies Hous ing Corporat ion ,  so as to emphasize how it 
i ntends to deal  s imu ltaneously with the hous ing affo rdabi l ity 
and supply problems. I t  is the committee 's  bel ief that 
immed iate, i nnovative leadersh ip  is req u i red to solve these 
ho1,1s ing problems.  The government needs an agg ressive goal 
to focus its efforts to ach ieve a s ign if icant red uction i n  the 
publ ic hous ing def ic it and hence improve the qua l ity of l ife for 
those many fami l ies i n  need. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 2, Carried 

I move, the committee recommends that the government 
develop a 1 0-year p lan for presentation to the  1 2th Leg is lative 
Assembly wh ich  s ign ificantly i nc reases the nu mber of new 
hous ing un its coming on stream annua l l y ;  and fu rther, that to 
ach ieve th is aggressive goal , the government shou ld  i n itiate 
strong pol it ical leadersh ip  and i nnovative new approaches to 
dea l ing with hous ing such as conso l idati ng  hous ing programs 
of a l l  types, for example ,  staff hous ing ,  student and nu rses 
res idences and other accommodation,  u nder  the Northwest 
Territories Hous ing Corporation .  That is the  motion .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you ,  Mr .  Lewis .  You r  
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motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question is being cal led. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The next motion is 
to do with person year reductions. Mr. Chairman, the 
government has not reduced person years by 2.5 per cent in 
1990-91, not to mention the further 2.5 per cent in the 1 991 -
92 estimates, as recommended by Legislative Assembly 
motions in the past. The purpose of the motion I am about to 
make is to control expenditures, encourage productivity 
improvement and free up resources for reallocation to priority 
areas. The government has indicated that they have 
effectively stopped person year growth over four years. In 
December the com mittee requested a com prehensive person 
year sum mary of all departments, boards and agencies funded 
by the territorial budget, but we have not received it to date 
to verify government growth levels. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 3, Carried 

My motion, Mr. Chairman: I move the committee recom mends 
that the government control its expenditures by reducing total 
person years in departments, boards and agencies by five per 
cent within the next two years. That is the motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Lewis. The 
motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): All those in favour? All those 
opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Thank you. Mr. Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The next motion 
relates to contribution agreements. Mr. Chairman, over one 
third of the government's expenditures, that is, $349,660,743 
for the year ended March 31, 1990 are made through 
contributions to third parties. Currently there are no formal 
mechanisms to ensure that the use of these funds adheres to 
government policies such as northern preference, affirmative 
action and so on. The committee feels strongly that the 
agencies that receive a significant amount of government 
funding should comply with government policies in the use of 
those funds. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 5, Carried 

Mr. Chairman, my motion reads as follows: move the 
com mittee recommends that all contribution agreements 
entered into between the Government of the Northwest 
Territories and boards and agencies contain the condition that 
they shall com ply with pertinent territorial policies; that is, 
policies of the Northwest Territories government. That is my 
motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Your 
motion is in order. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been called. All 

those in favour? All those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Continue, Mr. Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My next motion 
refers to the northern preference policy of our government. 
On April 1 1 ,  1 990 the Legislative Assembly approved a motion 
to direct the Executive Council to prepare a draft policy which 
would permit only com panies resident in the Northwest 
Territories and who meet the government's business incentive 
policies to tender on all NWT government contracts. After 
seven months of study, the government has presented a 38-
page discussion paper to the committee, including 13 
discussion items. Notably, the statement that the government 
would permit only qualified companies resident in the NWT to 
tender on all GNWT contracts is not a discussion item. The 
committee is concerned that the government's response is 
excessively com plicated and may miss the simple objective 
that was specified by the standing committee on finance. To 
be clear, the GNWT goal should be to implement a policy 
which will significantly reduce the $60,511,498, in other words, 
31 per cent of all purchases currently leaking out of the NWT 
through direct southern purchases, and require contribution 
recipients to do likewise. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 6, Carried 

With that background, Mr. Chairman, my motion reads as 
follows: I move that the committee recommends that the 
government implement the policy direction given to it by the 
Legislative Assembly which will permit only com panies 
resident in the Northwest Territories and who meet the 
government's business incentive policies to tender on all 
GNWT contracts. It further recommends that this policy be 
im plemented no later -- it is a bit late now -- than April 1, 
1991; and further recommends that the government keep it 
simple, practical and not refer to it as absolute preference. 
That is my motion, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Your 
motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been called. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Thank you. Mr. Lewis, continue. 

MR. LEWIS: The next motion, Mr. Chairman refers to what is 
known as the management for results system.  I will not go 
into the preamble, Mr. Chairman. · I will just state the motion. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 7, Carried 

I move that the committee recommends that the government 
integrate the management for results system with the main 
estimates process through the publishing of actual indicators 
of accomplishment and targets for key results areas in the 
1 992-93 main estimates; and further, that the governmen, 
engage the necessary expertise to evaluate the reasons why 
these management for results factors have not yet been 
successfully implemented, and take the necessary corrective 
action. That is my motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Your 
motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been cal led. Al l  
those i n  favour? Al l  those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Go ahead, Mr. Lewis.  

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr.  Chairman. My next motion,  Mr. 
Chairman refers to various information defic ienc ies. I wi l l  
g ive you some background.  The committee was concerned 
with information d ef ic iencies contained i n  the standing 
committee on f inance capital and the O and M documents 
presented by the g overnment and with non-specific, late 
and/or no responses to the committee questions and requests 
for i nformation provided by departments. These information 
deficiencies included lack of disclosure of the dol lar value and 
explanation of s ign if icant changes in  the comments column of 
the O and M document and the following capital book 
defic iencies. Here are some examples: poor cost estimates; 
not up-to-date for recent changes - example,  the student 
hostels in Pond In let and Iqal u it ;  lack of continu ity from the 
prior year's stand ing  committee on f inance book ;  lack of 
d isclosure of capital carry-overs ; lack of p lann ing for future 
years; and inconsistency of treatment between such items as 
capital contributions, retrofits and capital leases versus O and 
M. 

Motion To Accept Recommendation 8, Carried 

Because of this i nadequate information in  the book, Mr. 
Chairman, I move the following motion :  I move the committee 
recommends that n oted information defic iencies be corrected 
for the next stand ing committee on f inance review and that 
departments be p repared to provide relevant and timely 
responses to comm ittee questions. That is my mot ion .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you,  Mr .  Lewis .  You r  
motion is i n  order. To the  motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Question has been cal led.  A l l  
those in  favour? A l l  those opposed? Motion is carr ied. 

---Carried 

Mr. Lewis.  

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, M r. Chairman. My next 
recommendation refers to cons istency in education .  Since the 
1 989-90 budget review, the committee has recommended that 
addressing  the problems of consistency in the level and 
qual ity of educat ion should be a major pr ior ity of the 
Department of Education unt i l  the situat ion improves as 
reflected in measuring devices such as the g rades six and 
nine standardized testing .  

Motion That Consistency In Level And Qual ity Of 
Education Be Major Priority Of Department Of Education,  
Carried 

Mr. Chairman, i would l i ke  to move the fol lowing motion :  I 
move, the comm ittee, for the th i rd year again ,  recommends 
that addressing the problems of consistency i n  the leve l and 
qual ity of education be a major pr ior ity of the Department of 
Education unti l  the s ituat ion i mproves, as reflected in 
measur ing devices such as the g rade six and grade n ine  
standardized testing.  That is my motion.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you,  M r. Lewis .  Your  
motion is  in  order. To your  motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been cal led .  Al l  
those in  favou r? A l l  those opposed? The motion is  carried .  

--Carried 

Thank you.  Mr.  Lewis .  

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman. The next motion 
relates to the al location of publ ic housing un its. S ince the 
1 989-90 budget review, the committee has recommended that 
the NWT Housing Corporation shou ld undertake a complete 
review of the publ ic  housing un it a l locat ion process. 

Motion That NWT Housing Corporation Review Publ ic 
Housing Unit Allocation Process, Carried 

My motion reads as fol lows, Mr. Chairman :  I move, the 
committee for the th i rd year aga in  recommends that the NWT 
Housing Corporation complete a review of the pub l ic  hous ing 
un it a l location process and the n eeds study process on the 
basis of extensive pub l ic  consu ltat ion ; and further ,  that the 
corporation employ su itable expert ise to complete th is  rev i ew 
on a t imely basis with a v iew to rapid implementation .  That 
is my motion .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr .  Lewis .  You r  
motion  is i n  order. To  t he  motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been ca l led .  A l l  
those i n  favour? A l l  those opposed? The motion is carried .  

---Carr ied 

Thank you .  Mr .  Lewis .  

MR. LEWIS: Thank you ,  Mr .  Chai rman.  The next one is  a 
general motion as it relates to some k ind of government-wide 
evaluation system, Mr .  Chai rman.  

Motion That All Government Programs Be Evaluated Within 
Five-Year Cycle, Carried 

My motion reads as fo l lows: I move, the committee 
recommends that the government implement, as part of the 
management for resu lts system ,  a process that ensures al l  
government prog rams are eva luated with in  a five-year cyc le . 
That is my mot ion .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr .  Lewis .  You r  
mot ion is i n  order. To  t he  motion .  

AN HON.  MEMBER: Question .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has  been ca l led .  A l l  
those in favou r? A l l  those opposed? The  motion is  carried .  

---Carried 

Thank you. M r. Lewis. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr .  Chairman. As a result of the 
M in i ster's responses th is morn i ng ,  it seems that the othe r  
motions are al ready be ing  looked after i n  the  undertak ing that 
the M in i ster has made to deal with those issues. Thank you .  

Bi l l  7 :  Appropriation Act, 1991-92, Clause By Clause 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you .  We wi l l  go to B i l l  7 ,  
Appropriat ion Act, 1 991 -92, i n  your  g reen b inders .  Are there 
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any general comments? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Clause by clause. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the committee agree we go 
c lause by clause? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 1 ,  defi n i t ions.  Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 2 ,  appl icat ion. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 3, appropriation for 1 991 -
92. Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 4 ,  lapse of appropriation .  
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Schedu le ,  Vote 1 ,  operations and 
maintenance. Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total operations and 
maintenance,  $909,470,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Vote 2 ,  capital ,  total capita l ,  
$ 1 68,51 3 ,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total appropriation ,  
$ 1 ,077,983,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you.  Bi l l  as a whole .  
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you .  Does the committee 

agree that Bi l l  7 ,  Appropriation Act, 1 991 -92, i s  now ready for 
th i rd read ing? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you .  

---Applause 

Mr.  Government House Leader ,  Mr .  Bal lantyne.  

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  M r. Chai rman. 
I am not su re if the committee would l ike to do some 
leg is lat ion. We are prepared to deal with Bi l ls 9 ,  8 and 5, if 
the committee i s  p repared to do that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chai rman, I move that we report progress. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr.  Zoe. There is  a 
motion on the f loor to report progress that is not debatable. 
A l l  those in  favour? A l l  those opposed? The motion is 
carried .  

---Carried 

I wi l l  now r ise and report progress. Thank you .  

ITEM 1 8: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MR. SPEAKER: I would l i ke  to cal l  the House back to order. 
Item 1 8 , report of committee of the whole.  The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho.  

MR. GARGAN: Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. You r  committee has · 
been cons ider ing B i l l  7 and CR 2-91 (1 ) and wishes to report 
prog ress, with 1 2  motions being adopted and that Bil l 7 is 
now ready for th i rd read i ng .  

MR. SPEAKER: You have heard the  report o f  t he  chairman 
of committee of the whole. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 1 9, th i rd reading  of bi l ls .  The 
honourable Member  for Yel lowkn ife North. 

ITEM 1 9: THIRD READING OF BILLS 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: M r. Speaker, I seek consent 
to proceed to th i rd read ing  of B i l l  7, Appropriat ion Act, 1 991 -
92 . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Ye l lowkn ife North is seek ing consent to proceed with th i rd 
read ing of B i l l  7. Are there any nays? There are no nays. 
Proceed. 

Third Reading Of Bil l  7: Appropriation Act, 1 991 -92 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr.  Speaker ,  I mol(e, 
seconded by the honourable Member  for Iqa lu it, that Bi l l  7 ,  
Appropriat ion Act, 1 991 -92, be read for the th i rd time .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The motion is  i n  order. To the 
motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal led. A l l  those i n  
favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

B i l l  7 has had th i rd reading .  Order p lease. 

I have received the fol lowing commun ication : 'The Hon. 
Richard Nerysoo, ML.A, Speaker. Dear Mr. Speaker: This wi l l  
i nform you that I have been notified that dur ing the e ighth 
session of the 1 1 th Assembly, certain b i l ls  have received th i rd 
reading and await assent. I wish to advise you that I am 
prepared to assent to b i l ls  today. Yours truly, D . L. Norris, 
Commissioner.• 

Mr.  Clerk, would you ascertain if the Commiss ioner of the 
Northwest Territories is prepared to assent to b i l ls? 

ASSENT TO BILLS 

COMMISSIONER NORRIS: Mr. Speaker, Members of the 
Leg islative Assembly, as Commissioner of the Northwest 
Territories, I hereby assent to B i l l  7, Appropriat ion Act, 1 991 -
92. Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Please be seated. Mr .  C lerk ,  Item 20 ,  orders 
of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hami lton) : Mr. Speaker, 
meetings for Monday :  at 9 :00 a. m .  ajauqtit ; and 1 0 :00 a .m . ,  
the  stand ing committee on  legis lation .  

ITEM 20:  ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Monday,  Apr i l  1 5th. 

1 .  Prayer 

2. M in isters' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4 .  Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Oral  Questions 

6 .  Written Questions 

7 .  Retu rns to Written Questions 

8. Repl ies to Opening Address 

9 .  Petit ions 

1 0. Reports of Stand ing and Special Committees 

1 1 .  Tab l ing of Documents 

1 2. Notices of Motions 

1 3. Notices of Motions for F i rst Read ing  of B i l l s  

1 4. Motions 

1 5. Fi rst Reading of Bi l ls 

1 6. Second Reading of B i l l s  

1 7. Consideration in  Committee of  the Who le  of  B i l ls  and 
Other  Matters: Tabled Document 22-91 (1 ) ; B i l l s  3 ,  4 and 
5; Comm ittee Report 2-91 (1 ) ; B i l l s  8, 9, 1 0, 1 8, 23, 24 , 25, 
26 and 32. 

1 8. Report of Committee of the Whole 

1 9. Th i rd Reading  of B i l l s  

20. Orders of  the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  This House stands adjourned 
unti l 1 :30 p.m . ,  Monday ,  Apr i l  1 5, 1 991 . 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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