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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1991 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Hon. Titus Allooloo, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Crow, Mr. Ernerk, Mr. Gargan, Hon. Stephen 
Kakfwi, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. Lewis, Hon. Jeannie Marie-Jewell, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Morin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Ningark, Hon. 
Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Pollard, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. Whitford, Hon. Gordon Wray, Mr. Zoe 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Richard Nerysoo): Orders of the day for 
Tuesday, June 25, 1991. Item 2, Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Sahtu. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Ministers' Statement 73-91 (1): Leave For Treaty Day 
Celebrations 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This 
government recognizes the unique relationship between the 
federal government and the Dene of the Northwest Territories. 
The signing of treaties between the government and Dene sets 
these aboriginal people apart from the other residents of the 
North. Each year, in recognition of this special relationship, 
representatives of the federal government travel to Dene 
communities to fulfil their obligations under the treaties. 
Treaty payments represent a symbol which has a significant 
meaning to both the government and the Dene. 

At this time of the year the Dene communities are hosting the 
treaty party in a way which has not changed significantly since 
the treaties were first signed at the beginning of this century. 
The arrival of the treaty party has strong meaning for Dene 
people; a meaning which cannot always be appreciated by 
non-native residents. 

Mr. Speaker, this government shares the values represented 
by the Treaty Day ceremonies and celebrations, and is 
prepared to provide concrete assistance to Dene employees 
who wish to be involved in the activities that are an integral 
part of this historic tradition. I am pleased to announce that, 
for the first time, the government will be granting civic leave 
to Dene employees who have treaty status, for one half day to 
allow them to participate in these meaningful events. Civic 
leave is normally provided to employees to encourage the 
involvement of public servants in local government and with 
native organizations. In the past, this benefit has been 
interpreted very narrowly without recognition of the value of 
cultural events such as Treaty Day. 

This action by the Government of the Northwest Territories is 
another step in recognizing the importance of cultural 
ceremonies to aboriginal people. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Nunakput. 

Ministers' Statement 74-91 (1 ): Signing Of Memorandum 
Of Understanding With Yukon Territorial Government 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, as promised 
during the winter session of the Legislative Assembly, I will be 
tabling a memorandum of agreement between the Yukon 
territorial government and our government on principles for oil 
and gas arrangements in the Beaufort Sea. 

Mr. Speaker, the philosophy contained in this document is a 

simple one -- that the territories wish to be treated on the 
same basis that would be taken by the federal government in 
dealing with provinces. The consensus we have reached is 
an important signal to Ottawa about the seriousness with 
which the North approaches the assumption of provincial-type 
responsibilities. 

To achieve this goal, we have integrated the recently passed 
Canadian Laws Offshore Application Act which sets out how 
provincial and territorial laws are to be applied in offshore 
marine areas, and the two east coast accords involving the 
Government of Canada and the Governments of 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Naturally, some modifications 
were necessary to accommodate arctic conditions, the closing 
down of the Canada Oil and Gas Lands Administration and 
the increased role for the National Energy Board. However, 
each of these serves to strengthen the proposals we are 
putting forward. 

Our goal in negotiating this agreement was to develop a 
regulatory and administrative proposal which would meet the 
long-term requirements of northern people and governments 
while being fair and stable to allow industry to get on with 
exploration in the Beaufort Sea. 

Mr. Speaker, I am satisfied that Vo!�- have met that goal and am 
confident that the federal government will see this as a 
positive contribution to the negotiation and implementation of 
the Northern Accord. Thank you. 

MR: SPEAKER: Ministers' statements. The honourable 
Member for Amittuq. 

Ministers' Statement 75-91 (1): Repatriation Of Skeletal 
Remains From Denmark 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Speaker, last year it was 
brought to the attention of this House that skeletal remains, 
which Danish scientists had removed from archaeological sites 
in the Eastern Arctic during the 1920s, were stored in 
institutions in Denmark. Mr. Ernerk asked me to negotiate 
with the Danish authorities to ensure that the bones were 
returned to the Northwest Territories for reburial. 

I am pleased to inform the House that these negotiations have 
been successfully concluded. Last week in Copenhagen, 
Peter Ernerk, Ludy Pudluk, John Ningark and I met with 
officials of the Danish National Museum and the Panum 
Institute, at which time the skeletal remains were formally 
turned over to us. The remains are en route to Canada and 
arrangements for reburial will be made in the near future. 

I would like to add that Danish officials have been very co­
operative in these negotiations. The officials that we talked to 
are pleased that the skeletal material has been returned to the 
NWT. I would also like to thank those Members of this 
Assembly who accompanied me to Copenhagen and 
supported the return of the remains to the Northwest 
Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. Ministers' 
statements. The honourable Member for Nunakput. 



Page 902 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD June 25, 1991 

Ministers' Statement 76-91(1): NWT Mining Week 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, the week of June 
17 to 23 saw the first annual NWT Mining Week, an event 
sponsored and co-ordinated by the NWT Chamber of Mines. 
The week of events was intended to promote knowledge of 
the mining industry to the general public and was highly 
successful and entertaining. 

Mr. Speaker, mining has played, and continues to play, a 
major role in the economy of the NWT. In 1989 the gross 
value of NWT mineral production was over one billion dollars, 
36 per cent of the gross domestic product. In the same year, 
direct contributions to the northern economy, through payroll, 
ta)(es, and local purchases by the mining and exploration 
companies, exceeded $150 million. Mining is the second 
largest employer in the NWT, second only to government, and 
for every mine worker there are at least four more jobs in the 
service sector. The industry has also sparked the construction 
of much of the North's infrastructure, including the first railway 
and the first highway. 

Despite the numbers, much of the general public does not 
realize the many opportunities that are offered by the mining 
industry. The image of mining as a poor place to work is still 
widely held. The purpose of NWT Mining Week is to promote 
knowledge of mining in the NWT and of the many varied 
opportunities that the industry offers to Northerners. There is 
more to the mining industry than working underground. I 
realized that when I helped pack supplies into the field for my 
father who was a prospector for many years. 

Joshua Kango knew the opportunities. He worked for seven 
years as a heavy equipment operator at Nanisivik Mine. 
Using his savings, Joshua now owns a general store, hotel, 
and ta)(i business in Arctic Bay. He is, however, still 
associated with the mine that gave him his start, providing the 
transportation for workers between Nanisivik and Arctic Bay. 

Paul Elgok has made the most of his opportunities as well. 
He is an electrician at Lupin Mine, works a two-week period 
and then returns to Coppermine for two weeks to rel8)( with 
his family and get back to the land as a hunter. He feels he 
has the best of both worlds. 

George Hakongak of Cambridge Bay took advantage of the 
opportunities in the exploration industry. He spent two 
summers working with a GNWT geology field crew in the 
Hope Bay area. He has used his earnings to take courses at 
Arctic College in education. 

Mining Week had a full range of events that demonstrated to 
the general public the wide and varied world of the mining 
industry. The events included the mine rescue competition 
which was won by the Nanisivik team; the 'King Miner" 
contest, won by Trevor Martin of Nerco Con Mine; the 
prospecting contest, won by Elwood Stone and Bob Carrol, 
local diamond drillers; a treasure hunt; underground mine 
tours; and drilling and machinery demonstrations. 

Spectacular mineral samples from the internationally renowned 
Pinch Collection were on display at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre. 

On behalf of the Departments of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources, Economic Development and Tourism, and Safety 
and Public Services, I would like to congratulate the NWT 
Chamber of Mines on the success of the NWT Mining Week 
and I look forward to the second annual NWT Mining Week 
next year. Thank you. 

--Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. Item 3, 
Members' statements. The honourable Member for Rae-Lac 
la Martre. 

ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Member's Statement On Resignation From Committees 

MR. ZOE: Mahsi cho, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on this particular issue. This is the first opportunity I have had 
to formally address my colleagues with regard to the matter of 
my conviction of assault in April. Over the past week I have 
discussed this matter with my family and constituents and 
given a great deal of careful thought as to whether or not I 
should resign from the committees on which I sit. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues placed great trust and confidence 
in me when they appointed me to various committees. I feel 
that it would be honourable and appropriate, in light of the 
conviction, to resign from all committees that I sit on. Mahsi 
cho. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Members' statements. The 
honourable Member for Aivilik. 

Member's Statement On Return Of Inuit Remains From 
Copenhagen 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, honourable 
colleagues, ladies and gentlemen. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
such a great pleasure to stand up here today to announce the 
outcome of our meeting with the officials of the Royal Danish 
Museum, especially the Panum Institute, on June 19, 1991, in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, on February 28, 1990, I rose in this 
House and requested the government of this great nation of 
ours to return the skeletal remains from Copenhagen to my 
home town of Repulse Bay, Naujaat. Since then, much work 
has been undertaken by many, many individuals and 
government agencies, both nationally and internationally, to 
help the people of Aivilik to obtain the return of the skeletal 
remains. There are 63 skeletal remains in total, of which 21 
belong to Naujaat and the balance to the Keewatin and Baffin 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it appropriate at this time for me, on 
behalf of my constituency of Aivilik, to thank the following: 
the Minister of Culture and Communications, the Hon. Titus 
Allooloo, and the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
staff -- thank you for your conviction and thank you for your 
courage; the honourable Red Pedersen, the honourable 
Member for Kitikmeot; my friend and confidant, Mr. Marius 
Tungilik of Rankin Inlet; the Government of Canada; the 
Government of Kallaalit Nunaani; the Government of Denmark; 
the United Nations; the officials of the Royal Danish Museum; 
all of my constituents for providing me with unlimited support 
both in this House and outside of this House; the members of 
both the territorial and national press who helped promote our 
cause; and lastly but not least, I thank you, my honourable 
colleagues, for your patience for my impatience on this issue. 
No doubt you must have felt at times, "Here we go again." 

This was not an ordinary undertaking; it was not an ordinary 
exercise. I am certain those of you ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. The 
honourable Member, your time for your Member's statement 
has expired. The honourable Member for Aivilik. 



June 25, 1991 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD Page 903 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I seek unanimous 
consent to continue, please. 

MR.  SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
seeking unanimous consent to continue with his Member's 
statement. Are there any nays? There are no nays. Proceed. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and honourable 
colleagues. As I indicated, this was not an ordinary 
undertaking. It was not an ordinary exercise. I am certain 
those of you who were involved in its research and findings 
gained a whole new knowledge of my fellow Inuit's ancestral 
background and history. For me, Mr. Speaker, it was both an 
emotional and challenging experience, at times maddening 
and frustrating. I, too, gained a lot of experience. I learned 
that the return of my ancestors to their resting place was most 
important, to be in peace and rest in their own homeland ; that 
to our whole community, there was a need to see our people 
rest in peace in their own burial grounds, not in the basement 
vaults of a university far away in another country. 

Mr. Speaker, skeletal remains will be returned to Naujaat, 
Repulse Bay, and other Keewatin and Baffin communities 
soon. Thank you very much. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Members' statements. The 
honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Member's Statement On Closing Of Akaitcho Hall Kitchen 

M R. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I was surprised and, I may say, 
dismayed when I learned at the end of May that an institution 
which has served many generations of students throughout the 
Northwest Territories will no longer exist. I am talking about 
the kitchen at Akaitcho Hall, which, according to a tender 
proposal which I read from the Yellowknifer for Wednesday, 
June 19, will no longer exist after proposals are received on 
July 9. 

Mr. Speaker, the kitchen at Akaitcho Hall has existed for the 
last 33 years. They built up a huge expertise about serving 
northern students over that period of time. The six people 
who have been laid off are in my constituency and I am 
absolutely flabbergasted that suddenly, in the last few months 
of this regime, all kinds of things which have been talked 
about for dozens of years are suddenly going to happen. 

We know that Akaitcho Hall will eventually close down, when 
students no longer are required to come to Yellowknife, when 
they are going to be put into high schools in their own 
regions. And yet, at this time it is decided that suddenly there 
is going to be a great new business venture. There is some 
business there for a business to develop. 

My hope is that we would continue to make use of those 
people who have done good work. I hope the Minister is 
going to be able to tell me what bad work has been done 
there that has convinced him that what was going on in 
Akaitcho Hall was completely unsatisfactory and, therefore, 
there was a need for change. I see no economic advantage 
to the territorial government to privatize something where food 
is involved, where kids are involved, and as far as I am 
concerned where there is no increase in wealth. You are not 
creating new dollars, new jobs, new opportunities. All you are 
doing is doing the same damn thing the way you were doing 
before except that you are going to do it in private 
enterprise . .. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order. will review the 
records appropriately. Members' statements. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

Member's Statement On 
Reconstruction 

Mackenzie Highway 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to express my appreciation to the Minister of 
Transportation, the Hon. Gordon Wray, for highway 
reconstruction being conducted from Enterprise to Fort 
Providence and between Fort Providence and Fort Rae. 
Although Mr. Wray has not officially visited my constituency 
during the 11th Assembly, I appreciate the fact that Mr. Wray 
has made transportation one of his priorities. The activities 
created numerous job opportunities in my constituency and 
have provided further benefits for the local economy and 
business, including summer job opportunities for students. 

Despite all the construction activities in my constituency, Mr. 
Speaker, my constituency has expressed concern over the 
lack of training opportunities in the field of highway 
construction, including surveyors, operators, et cetera. I would 
encourage the government to provide training, not only in the 
engineering field, but also in the operating field. Further, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to point out to the Minister of 
Transportation that it appears that contractors are not living up 
to their contractual obligations in regard to local involvement. 

Mr. Speaker, I travel the Mackenzie Highway extensively and 
I have observed that very little local involvement has been 
created by this highway construction phase. I want to express 
my disappointment to the Minister and strongly urge him to 
get personally involved and ensure the opportunities for local 
involvement are available, as promised. 

I would close, Mr. Speaker, by once again expressing my 
appreciation to the Minister of Transportation for the intensive 
reconstruction of highways in my constituency. The widening 
of the road has helped me to manoeuvre around those two­
ton hump-backed animals with horns. And yes, Mr. Speaker, 
I do wear my seat belt. 

---Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife South. 

Member's Statement On Akaltcho Hall And Sir John 
Franklin School 

MR. WHITFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am not going to be so fiery 
as my colleague here. Mr. Speaker, in October, 1958, I 
moved into Akaitcho Hall as a student at Sir John Franklin 
School. Mr. Speaker, we, the students were pioneers of a 
concept of a residential school for students from many regions 
of the NWT -- I dare to say all regions of the NWT -- Akaitcho 
Hall was to be a home away from home for young men and 
women interested in continuing an education that was 
interrupted by the lack of facilities in their own home towns. 

Akaitcho Hall and Sir John Franklin School have stood for the 
past 33 years as a window of opportunity for northern students 
from Fort Smith in the south, from Grise Fiord in the north, 
Tungsten in the west and Pangnirtung in the east, to live 
among others of different languages, to live among others of 
different cultures and different points of view and different 
interests. This concept was fashioned after the British private 
school system, with self-discipline and hard work; the mission 
school system, with its education and spiritual value and 
mission; and our own northern blend of sharing and 
exchanging the best of all cultures. This concept has stood 
the test of time, Mr. Speaker. Thirty-three years of students 
have scattered to the four winds of the North. 

I would like to see Akaitcho Hall continue for more years yet. 
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I believe that the concept of Akaitcho Hall and Sir John 
Franklin served the people of the North well. It seived to 
unite the people c,f the North, people of all ethnic g roups, of 
all rel igions and all languages. It has seived aG a mould for 
many of the leaders of today. 

Mr. Spesker, I salute Allaitcho Hall and Sir John Franklin staff 
and students for all the years that have passed and hope that 
this wi!l coniinue for many more years. Thenl< you. 

MR. SPE!i!{El>i:: Thank you. Membel's' statements. The 
honoumbki Member for Baffin South. 

Mm1ober's S!atomGili On lneress" In &!h.!{lfl '!Jlhnl0 Quotas 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (rranslation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
have a shorl statement. During last year in 1 990 in the month 
of July wa had a very gr13at disappointment regarding the 
beluga in Bailin South, pariicu!arly Pangnirtung and Lake 
H\\rbour residents. I atand today and I have good news 
regarding ihe thres communities I am referring to. At that time 
the}' were able to get only 15 quotas for whales, but thay have 
increased the quc-fos. As of today, these three particular 
communities, Pangnirtung, Lake Harbour and Cape Dorset, 
can now get ll. quota of "!9. I am very happy about these 
increased quotas end I wish to express appreciation to the 
Iqaluit society who pushed for this increased quota. I 
appreciate th;)ir help for what they did. They had travelled to 
three communities. I also Wlllnt to thank the huntars and 
trappers association for pushing for this increase in  quotas for 
hunting belug& whales, ancl i want to help in the future in any 
way that I can to help our constituencies regarding beluga 
whales. Tht1nk you. 

MR. SPEAKll';:!l: Thank you. Members' ste1ternents. 
Members' statements. The honourable Member for Nahendeh. 

Msmbe1'9 St�temeni On High Schooi Grade Extensions 
Throughoua Th@ l•Jonl'I 

MR. SIBISESTON: Mr. Speaker, I just want to say something 
very briefly aboul the government decision to not fund the 
extension o1 high school grades throughout the North. It 
se,ams that in early December the Minister of Education did 
bring 'the matler to his cabinet ·colleagues to seek 
approximately one million dollars to fund the grade eh-tensions 
throughout the North, but for some reason the government 
and cabinet or FMB turned it down. 

I think the government has seen the reaction ,:if school boards 
throughout the North. Many of them are vef\/ upset and do 
not understand why the government turned down the money 
for the grEide extensions. I can only speak for the Deh Cho 
Divisional School Board. They were very upset at the 
government's decision , in  part because in February the 
Minister wrote to the school board encouraging the board to 
proceed with the grade extension, and as eariy as two weeks 
before the decision, department officials were in Fort Simpson 
encouraging and helping the board to prepare for this fall's 
grade 1 1  extension. 

I want to state very clearly to the government that the Deh 
Cho School Board is vary upset with the government's 
decision and they in the meantime have decided to go ahead 
with plans to extend grade 1 1 ,  and I will in the course of the 
next few days do what I can to get the government to either 
change their plans or to be sure that next year there is money 
in the budget for grade extensions throughout the North. 
Mahsi cho. 

-Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Members ' statements. Prior to proceeding 

to the next item of business , I wish to draw the attention of 
honourable Members to the presence oi Hon.  Mary Collins, 
who is ,i Member of Parl iament, Min isier responsible for the 
Status of Women, Associate Mi nister of National Defence and 
Member of Parl iament '/or Capil lano. 

---Appb.uso 

Item 4, returns to oral quei\ions. Returns io oral questioils. 
item 5, oml questions. The honourable Member for 
i'Jnhendeh. 

ITEM 5: ORAL OUEST!ONS 

Clum.H<)r1 OG0')-91 (1 ): r-1,m!!no l"or Hif!h se,1001 Grade 
8ttons!orn, 

MA. SIBBESTOtJ: Mr. Speaker, I would l ike to ask the 
Government Leader a question reae.rd ing the rejection of 
funding for !he high -,chool extensions throughoul the Nor,h. 
Since the Governmeni Leader is re:iponsible for the conduct 
and general decisions of cabinet, I would l i f<e to ask tho 
Government Leader, what is the government's rationale for 
refusing to fund grade extension::; throughout the North when 
it seems that the Min ist0r of Educt:tion went to cabinet seeking 
funds, and throughout the year his depa11:me,1t, and he 
h imself, encouraged school boards throughout \he i'-lorth to, 
in fact, extend their grades? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPE.<\K!ER: The honourable Member for SRhtu. 

Re,urn To 01.mr;;tlon O500-!?ri (, ) :  Fm1di;ig For High School 
Gr11do !Exiem,iiom;; 

HON. STEPMEN KAtCFW!: Mr. Speaker, the government, in 
preparing a budget and getting in\o the op-plan last year, 
decided that the question of grade extensions was not 
inc luded as an initiative to be inserted in the pl'eparat ion of 
the new budget. So we thought we would do it through an 
FMS submission this spring after doing more preparatoIy work 
with the different regions, getting numbers and housing 
ste.tistics and some more planning time to get a true picture 
of what could be done where numbers warranted. I would 
indicate, I guess, and I have said publ icly already, that in  
bringing the submission to the Financial Management Board 
I found myself in a situation that had been, I think, 
hypothetical ly created by Members of this House just a few 
weel(s earl ier, wh ich is that as one M in ister I was basically 
suggesting just two weeks after I had asked and taken part in 
an exercise to get this Legis lature to approve a budget for the 
whole year -- two weeks later I was coming bar.k and as!cing 
them to change it to the tune of $1 .4 m i l l ion. I think that is 
what some of the Members had said we need a June session 
for, and the M in isters reminded me of it . I accepted that and 
publ icly indicated that, so those people that were most upset 
could have one sliver of rationaie as to why it did not go 
forward. 

In the meantime, we looked at the situation in the d ifferent 
regions, and the government decision earlier in  the year to 
allow educational boards 'co retain interest moneys to use as 
they wish came into play here. In fact, the Deh Cho Divisional 
Board and the Baff in Divisional Board have both since 
indicated that they wil l use that flexibi l ity in their budget 
planning to go ahead with their p lanning for g rade extension 
in any case. I n  the Kitikmeot, regarding the g rade extensions 
for Cambridge Bay, we found that the number of students did 
not warrant a g rade extension in any CE.Se, so they wil l  be 
included in the planning for next year .  The Sahtu 
communities of Fort Good Hope and Fort Franklin that had 
requested grade extensions have also accepted the decision 
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and have been told that we will definite ly include it in the plan 
this year and to plan for it according ly next year. That is the 
backg round to the decision and the plan of action as we have 
it up until 1 :00 o'c lock this afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The honourable Member for 
Nahendeh,  supplementary .  

Question 0501 -91 (1 ) :  Funding To Boards For High School 
Grade Extensions 

MR. SIBBESTON: M r. Speaker, it is unfortunate that the 
Minister of Education himself has to answer the question that 
I posed to the Government Leader .  I do not think I, nor any 
other  Member, takes any issue with the M in ister of Education. 
I believe he supported and sought the funds for the g rade 
extensions. It was the Government Leader and every other 
Minister there that turned it down, and that is why I am asking 
the Government Leader, why do you not stand up, Mr. 
Patterson, and state to our Assembly and the people of the 
North why you and your col leagues turned down funds to 
fund the g rade extensions? I think people in the North want 
to know. 

While I appreciate what the Minister has said, it seems as if 
boards throughout the North are going ahead. That being the 
case,  is the Government Leader prepared to fund or refund 
these boards that are going ahead and spending their own 
moneys for the grade extensions this fall? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

Return To Question 0501 -91 (1 ) :  Funding To Boards For 
High School Grade Extensions 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 
honourable Member for Nahendeh has certainly got my 
attention, M r. Speaker. Let me remind him that when we sat 
in February, March and Apri l ,  we passed the budget, the main 
estimates for the fiscal year. We passed the Education 
budget. This issue was not raised when we passed the 
Education budget. 

Mr. Speaker, the government has largely he ld the line on 
tru<es. The budget, based on the good advice of the standing 
committee on finance of this House, is not going to sadd le the 
next government with an unwie ldy deficit to inhibit its work. 

M r. Speaker, so when the budget was passed, it was not an 
issue; and I would like to be able to stand up every day for 
the next couple of weeks and say, 'Yes' , to every new 
initiative. I would love to be able to do that. But, Mr. 
Speaker, the honourable Member knows there are constraints 
and it is simply not possible these days to continue at the rate 
of g rowth that we have been able to experience in previous 
years. 

So, M r. Speaker, tough decisions have to be made, and I 
think the principles of those decisions are supported by 
Members of this House who do not want to see the next 
government saddled with deficits that will plague them and 
plague generations to come. 

M r. Speaker, so it is simple. There is no new money if we are 
going to stick to the budget that we have al ready passed ,  and 
M r. Kakfwi has indicated that he will do whatever is possible, 
working with the boards, with the existing resources, which by 
our policy on contributions are much larger than they might 
have been had not that issue been raised by Members of this 
House, to try to meet the needs of all communities in the 
NWT. We are not going to be able to meet every need,  M r. 
Speaker ,  but the Minister is committed ,  as is this government, 

to working as much as possible to meet those needs with the 
finite resources available to us. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Honourable 
Member for Nahendeh. 

Question 0502-91 (1 ) :  Funding For High School Grade 
Extensions In 1 992-93 Budget 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, now back to the Minister of 
Education. I note that in the Minister's response to the 
chairperson of the Deh Cho Divisional Board of Education on 
May 27th,  in response to the board's outrage and anger at the 
Minister or the cabinet for having made that decision, he 
says, 'The extension to grade 11 in Fort Simpson is a priority 
and we shal l  make every effort to ensure it is included in our 
1992-93 budget estimate.' I would like to ask the Minister, the 
budget process has started now, and he and cabinet would  
have started the process o f  putting the budget together for 
next year, has the Minister done anything to definitely ensure 
that there is money for school board extensions for next year's 
budget? 

MR. SPEAKER: Just prior to proceeding I would like to 
remind the honourable Members that supplementary questions 
should not include preambles, or if there are preambles, they 
should be very short. The other point I want to make is that 
the honourable Member is asking a new question, not a 
supplementary to the original question that he asked. I would 
ask honourable Members to consider the rules when they are 
pursuing the matter of oral  questions. The honourable 
Member for Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0502-91 (1 ) :  Funding For High School 
Grade Extensions In  1 992-93 Budget 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, knowing it is 
e lection year . . .  

---Laughter 

I was just making that reference to the statement I was going 
to make. I know it is important for a l l  of us to make sure we 
listen to each other and hear what it is that we are saying 
exactly. In my view we have got a considerable number of 
letters from divisional boards, from communities, and the 
message is clear from the MLAs as we l l ,  that grade extensions 
is something that has to be in the next budget for Education, 
for the next government. As a Minister I wil l  be conveying 
that to my col leagues as we prepare for our op-plan exercises 
this spring and summer. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

Question 0503-91 (1 ) :  Local Involvement In Highway 
Reconstruction, Deh Cho Area 

MR. GARGAN: M r. Speaker, I would like to direct my 
question to the Minister of Transportation. Mr. Speaker, there 
are four contracts in my constituency which involve highway 
reconstruction. But one of the things I find is that a very smal l  
number of people from my constituency is actual ly being 
hired. 

I have talked with some people from PCL, Poole Construction 
Ltd., with regard to my concern, and I have expressed a 
concern to the Minister's office. I understand the Minister has 
since met with the contractors and I would like to ask the 
Minister if the issue of local involvement is being addressed. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Member for 
Kival livik. 
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Return To Question 0503·91 (1 ) :  Local Involvement In 
Highway Reconstruc1lo,n, Deh Cho Area 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr, Speaker. I would 
first of ull like to thank th,, Member for bringing this issue to 
my attention. He did call me a couple of weeks ago and 
query me on it. Because of his call I raised it with my· official:; 
and indicated that there appeared to be some problems 
developing on tht• ono contract that had been started. There 
were IS\ couple that had not started. The company that does 
have tho contract does have a good reputation, so we know 
that this is a company that has in the past done excellent 
work in terms of ensuring local labour, local employment. 

So I directed my officio.ls to meet with PCL to discuss the 
problem. I know that there have been at least \.wo meetings, 
the last one being just last week. I have not had a report 
back from my officials yel as to what transpired, but I do know 
that the Issue was brought to PCL's attention and I am quite 
sure that PCL, given their track record, wil l  make every effort 
tc, addreaa the situation. But I would l ike a chance to be 
briefed on the outcome of the meeting and perhaps report 
back to the Membffr later. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral quostions. Honourable Member for 
Kitikmeot West. 

Question 0504-S11 (1) :  Aetual Cor.tR Of Grade Extemi1lona 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speakar. In this House we 
usually agrea on what we �re trying to achieve but not always 
on the method. I am not sure that additional funding should 
be required for grade extens-ions. The students we arn talk ing 
about are already in the budget. I was under the impression 
that when we app,-oved the budget for 1he Department of 
Education, we approved the budget for these known studonts 
who have been with us for nine yee.rs or more. 

The Minister gave us figures during the last session that it 
costs $23,000 to educatu a child in Yellowknife from an 
outlying community. The Kitiltmeot Board of Education 
requeated $204,000 for grade extension for nine students in 
Cambridge Bay at that time. They reqt.1estod $204,000. It wil l 
cost $207,000 to educato the nine students by the Minister's 
own figures in Yellowknife. Why did you not, Mr. Minister, just 
transfer that funding to them and let them get on with the job 
that we all agree thoy should be doing? 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Sahtu. 

HON. STEPHEH KAKFWI: Mr. Spea!<er, I wil l take the 
question as notice. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The. honourable Member is 
taldng the question as notice. Oral questions. Tho 
hon,,urabl,; Membi!lr for Natilikmlot. 

Question 0505-t1 (t ):  Takeover 01 Sir John Frnnklln High 
School By Ye!lowlcnlfe School Board 

MFI. NlNGARK: Thank you, Mr. Speakar. Educa'.ion seems 
to bo the main topic today. I would like to direct my question 
to tho honourablo Minister for Education. Thers seems to be 
speculation and an indication that the l •�c:al ··chool board 
might be taking ove; the Sir John Frankl in School. On behalf 
of ths :t1mull communities within my r iding, my constitu .. ncy , 1 
would like Iha honourable Mini�ter to assure the House that 
this will not hllppen until the amall communities am fuci l il!:.ted 
wi9.h hif;)lh sr.hools. 

MR. SPf�,KER: Honoural.;,lo Mer,,ber for Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0505-91 {'1 ) : Takeover Of Sir John 
Franklin High School By Yel lowknife School Board 

HON. STEPHEN KJ,KFWI :  Mr. Speaker, there is no 
indication or agreement tha.l the Yel lowknife School Board No. 
1 or 2 would take over the admin istrat ion management of Sir  
John Frankl in High S�hool or  the management of Akaitcho 
Hal l. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon<>mab le Member for Yel lowknife Centre. 

Question 0506-91 (1 ): Moneys For Grade Extensions Not 
Included In Op-Plan 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, M r. Speaker. My question is to the 
Minister of Education. In l ight of his announcements that we 
would be extending gmdes in communities, I would l i l<e to asl< 
him why money was n:it included in the op .. plan. And could 
he verify this by tablin•J th!!I op-plan in this House'i' 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon<,rnable Member for Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0506-91 (1 ) :  Moneys For Grade 
Extensions Not lnclucled In Op-Plan 

HON. STEPHEN KAl< FWI: Thank you, Mr. Spealcer. Mr. 
Speaker, the answer is no. 

MR. SPEAl<EA: Thank you. Oral questions. Honourable 
Member for YellowknifE· Centre, supplementary. 

Question 0507-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of Grade Extensions Plan 
Prior To 1 991 -92 B11d,1at Preparation 

MR. LEWIS: Since I h>1ve great trust in the Minister that this 
information is correct a nd that there was no plan in the op­
plan to extend grades in the communities, why is it then at 
this date he has tried · ihe same thing that he did two years 
ago when in fact he t1 ied to change student-teacher ratios, 
kept the money he had in his budget to have a new plan and 
then get the new mon �y through supplementary estirnatfis? 
Is he now tol l ing us, Mr .  Speaker, that this plan is a new plan 
to extend grades in the settlements and did not exist when he 
was in the preparation ol the 1 991 -92 estimates? 

MA. SPEAKER: That matter is a new question that is being 
posed to the honourable MGmber for Sshtu . The honourable 
Member for Sahtu. 

Return To Question 0507-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of Grade 
Extensions Plan Prior To 1 991 ·92 Budget Preparation 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, with all due respect, 
I never said any of thc,se things, so I cannot confirm that I 
have s1;1id those things that the Member is al leging. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral question$. The honourable M1;>mber for 
Baffin Central. 

Ques1Ion 0508-91 (1 ) :  Government Leador'ti Visit To Japun 

MR. KILABUK: (Translntion) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe 
I wil l  direct my question \o the Government Leader. I heard 
on the rad io that he hsd gone to Japan. I dcl not know what 
it was for, whether the ,;arv ings or crafts would be sold over 
there. Were you in J lpan to talk to thf'I ,Japanese about 
sel l ing carving�? Than!; you. 

MR. SPEAl<ER: The honourable Member for Iqalu it .  
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Return To Question 0508-91 (1 ): Government Leader's 
Visit To Japan 

HON. , DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
wife and I were honoured , Mr. Speaker, by being invited to be 
present at the official opening of the new Canad ian Embassy 
in Tokyo, along with the Prime Minister of Canada and present 
and former Prime Ministers of Japan and other dignitaries. 

Mr. Speaker, the opening of the new Embassy quite 
prominently featured aspects of the Northwest Territories. The 
Embassy itself has a beautiful gallery which featured a 
fabulous collection of Inuit art, mostly from the Northwest 
Territories, under the auspices of the Amway Environmental 
Foundation. Mr. Speaker, I was pleased to be present to help 
emphasize the North as part of Canada, to help enhance the 
visibility of the North to the Japanese and particularly the 
potential for trade, for tourism and for the sel ling of arts and 
crafts and country food from the Northwest Territories. Mr. 
Speaker, the Embassy opening got great attention in Japan, 
and later on in this session I expect that the Minister of 
Economic Development and Tourism will be able to provide 
more details on how that event has been used to capitalize on 
some opportunities to promote, particularly, economic 
opportunities for our people. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Baffin Central, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0508-91 (1 ): Government 
Leader's Visit To Japan 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Thank - you, Mr. Speaker. To 
digress a little bit, only you and your wife were there, or did 
you have anybody going from the co-operatives, or were 
individual carvers involved too? I wonder if we had any 
members representing the co-operative system because they 
have been involved in the marketing of ivory for a long time. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

Further Return To Question 0508-91 (1 ): Government 
Leader's Visit To Japan 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, there were a number of people from the North at the 
event. For example,  there were two Inuit artists who attended 
the event, sponsored by our government, two Inuit sculptors. 
There were also, Mr. Speaker, people from our government 
and other people from communities who are experts in the 
fie ld of art, who were either sponsored by our government or 
by the Amway Environmental Foundation. Those people were 
there to make contacts, to answer questions about art, and Mr. 
Wray wil l  provide more details, as I said, Mr. Speaker, but I 
know that officials of his department have worked with Arctic 
co-ops to actual ly sponsor a sale of Northwest Territories art 
at a Tokyo gal lery in conjunction with the Arctic co-ops which, 
in fact, was an opportunity for people in Japan to buy our art, 
having seen the exhibition, which attracted great attention. · 

Mr. Speaker, there were quite a number of people 
representing the Northwest Territories, sponsored by either our 
government or by the Amway Environmental Foundation. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral q uestions. The honourable 
Member for Tu Neda.  

Question 0509-91 (1): Study Re Cancer Rate In Fort 
Resolution And Snowdrift 

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It has come to my 
attention from my constituents that there is an alarming rise of 
cancer in Fort Resolution and Snowdrift, and I had asked the 
Minister of Health during the winter session about doing a 
study to see what is the cause of the cancer. There was a 
study done back in 1985 by the University of British Columbia 
into the cause of cancer in my region; so once again, Madam 
Minister, wil l you look at undertaking a study to look at the 
cancer rate in Fort Resolution and Snowdrift? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Nunakput. 

Return To Question 0509-91 (1 ): Study Re Cancer Rate In 
Fort Resolution And Snowdrift 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, in terms of the 
rate of cancer, the statistics that we do have in the general 
area that the honourable Member speaks about indicate that 
the rate is not higher than in an average area in southern 
Canada. However, given the concern, because certainly 
through the communities developing their involvement in 
community health issues, people know more about what is 
going on within their community •· and certainly I respect the 
fact that because of the involvement and because of the 
knowledge people have, people are becoming concerned that 
it is more than the average in other areas •· I wil l  undertake to 
see where we are and what we can do to do an update on 
the previous study and report in a couple of days to this 
Legislative Assembly to state specifical ly what we are prepared 
to do. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik. 

Question 051 0-91 (1 ): GNWT Personnel Staying At Klvalliq 
Hall, Rankin Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 
direct this question to the Minister of Education, please. Mr. 
Speaker, is it the government's policy for government 
personnel to stay at the Kival liq Hal l student residence when 
they are travelling to Rankin Inlet on government business? 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu. 

Return To Question 051 0-91 (1): GNWT Personnel Staying 
At Kivalllq Hall, Rankin Inlet 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, it was suggested to 
me at one time that I should spend at least one night in 
Grollier Hal l  when I was visiting there, when I was newly 
appointed as Minister of Education. I turned down the request 
saying that I stayed there a few months when I was nine. The 
place did not look anywhere like it did then anyway. The 
point was that as people involved in education, we should all 
put ourselves in the shoes of students and see if from time to 
time we should not spend a night under the same roof, eat 
the same food , use the same facilities. Apparently, the 
Keewatin Divisional Board of Education is going through a 
review of the education operations in the Keewatin. A group 
of people from the Department of Education some weeks ago 
took upon themselves to stay right in the residence in Rankin 
Inlet to experience it first hand . This is something that I was 
not aware of, but this is something that they had done. Just 
to assure the Member, I guess, this is an exception, that it is 
government policy to stay in commercial places of business, 
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hotels, where they are available. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Ques11on 0510-91 (1 ): GNWT Personnel 
Steylng At Klvelllq Hall, Rankin Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Understanding the Minister's comments, I do not fully support 
it, but on one hand I do support it. I wonder why the 
Education staff stayed in Kivalliq Hall when they already had 
three hotels in Rankin Inlet? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu. 

Further Return To Question 0510-91 (1): GNWT Personnel 
Staying At Klvelllq H&II, Rankin Inlet 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, the fact is I have not 
talked to the individuals who made this decision. I 
understand they decided on their own to approach their work 
this way. As I have said, it is not a habit that I am going to 
encourage, but again there is some merit to the way they are 
approaching some work. I know that all of us have an 
obligation to make sure ths.t the government supports, as 
much as possible, commercial businesses like airline 
companies, taxis, taxi companies, hotels, restaurants, and this 
is what I am trying to indicate to the Member. There is no 
departure from that. As I say, people are doing a review, so 
for whatever merit was in it, it was decided to live in the 
residence. They were doing a review of it. I can make a 
point to contact those members who made this decision and 
ask them, having made that decision, if they would 
communicate \O me, and I will share this with you, what 
benefits they thought they got out of making the decision to 
stay in the residence and not the hotel. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Question 051 1-91 (1 ): Privatizing Food Services 
Management, Aka!tcho Hali 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have had a chance 
to go through the tender documents request for proposals for 
food service management at Akaitcho Hall. I would like to ask 
the Minister of Education, since this operation has provided 
good service for a long, long time, people that are very, very 
experienced in dealing with students from al! over the 
Territories, and in light of the fact that not long ago when I 
suggested that perhaps a private enterprise could find some 
innovative initiative by going to Seviile to run Mr. Wray·s 
restaurant, in light of the fact that this is a different kind of 
operation where in fact you have people already working and 
providing a good service for a !ong time, what is wrong? Is 
it broken so that we have to fix it? Tell me what is wrong with 
the service, th!l'! you now require somebody else to do it? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu? 

Return To Question 051 1 -91 (1 ): Privatizing Feed Services 
Ma11egeme111, Aksltcho Hall 

HvN. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Spe!:!{er, just a couple of 
points. One is that the Member shouid be aware that the 
government ever the years has been moving :n thiG direction. 
We hE.ve pdvatized just abo1,'I the eniire operation, ior 
instance, in Grollier Hali in lnuvik. We have privatized "CO a 
great extent in pieces !ike Rankin lniet and in Iqaluit, and 
Arctic College operations. This is not something being done 

in isolation. It is part of an overall government strategy toward 
reducing, trying to keep a handle on the growth of the civil 
service, I guess, and the cost of running government. One of 
the ways we are trying to do this is by privatizing certain 
operations and services. This is just continuing the work that 
started long before I came along. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0511 -91 (1): Privatizing Food 
Services Management, Akaitcho Hall 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I looked through the 
document, not at every single word, but it is probably four 
pages long, and it looks as if this particular request for 
proposals is directed at huge operations that deal in 
commercial supply of food services. I would like to ask the 
Minister, in his thinking then, that this would be done better 
through private enterprise, is it his intention then that the same 
money that existed in the budget that we approved in April 
would be made available to provide this service, and that 
there be no supp estimates in order to increase the amount of 
money that is now dedicated to providing that service at 
Akaitcho Hall? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu. 

Further Return To Question 051 1 -91 (1 ): Privatizing Food 
Services Management, Akaitcho Hall 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, I think if it should 
look like the services, the bids, are all indicating that they 
want more money to do the same job, we would seriously 
have to review it and possibly leave things the way they are. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPl::.AKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0511-91(1): Privatizing Food 
Services Management, Akaltcho Hall 

MR. LE'vVIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I met with the staff, 
with my colleague, Mr. Whitford, just yesterday and they were 
told this was a decision made by this government, by senior 
people in the territorial government, e.nd that this decision was 
irrevocable. It cannot be changed. The decision has been 
made. Is the Minister now saying that those officials have 
misled these valued employees who have been with us for as 
much as 1 5  or 16 years? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Sahtu. 

Further Return To Question 0511 -91 (1 ): Privatizing Food 
Services Mnnagement, Akaitcho Hal! 

HON. STEPHEN KAKi=Wl: We should always be careful, Mr. 
Speaker, not to misunderstand what different people are 
saying. I do not know whose words got twisted there. The 
background is that we were asked last year if we would 
consider privatizing the catering services, kitchen services, in 
Akaitcho since we had done it in other residencos across the 
Territories. As the Minister, I said I would be prepared to look 
at it This is a result of it. I know that there have been 
C:iscusr.ions held with the deputy minister and with the st:iii by 
pcopie that are managing Akaitcho Hall. There have been 
discussions between my department and the management 
body that oversees Akaitcho Hall. So as to who said what, we 
would have to go back, l guess, and docurnent all thai. 

The point is, we as a Department of Education, the officials, 
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have met with the people who are managing Akaitcho Hall. 
They have discussed it and there was an agreement to take 
this approach. The people who are in charge of Akaitcho on 
a day-to-day basis have been advised of it. They have been 
advised of this move. The staff, the union, for whatever 
reason, I guess again it is because it is election year perhaps, 
decided to take it upon themselves to announce that there 
were going to be layoffs made. I think, myself, that we have 
to remember that there are people involved and we are trying 
to follow some due process. In taking this approach, we have 
indicated to the staff that we would see what we could do to 
address whatever concerns they have with regard to this 
possible move. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The honourable Member tor 
Yellowknife Centre, final supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 051 1-91(1): Privatizing Food 
Services Management, Akaitcho Hall 

MR. LEWIS: Okay. We were told, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Whitford 
and I yesterday, by the six people that we met with, that as of 
September 3 they will no longer be employees of the territorial 
government and that they expected that in writing sometime 
today. So would the Minister, in fact, tell us, if he is able to, 
that letters to the six employees have been prepared and they 
can expect to see these shortly? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Sahtu. 

Further Return To Question 0511 -91 (1): Privatizing Food 
Services Management, Akaltcho Hall 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, before we will let the 
people who cook food for residences, before we will let them 
go, we have to be sure we have someone else to come in 
and take their place. We have tendered, we are accepting 
bids, and we are going to !ook at oilers from a ;,umber of 
places. If none of them are acceptable, then we would have 
to revisit our whole decision to move in this direction for the 
year. That is the thing which is going to govern whether 
layoff notices are signed or not. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Orai questions. The honourable Member for 
Nahendeh. 

Question 051 2-91 (1): Construction Of Fort Simpson ferry 
In NWT 

MA. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker. A question for Mr. Wray as 
the Minister responsible for Transportation. In this year's 
capital budget there was $2.5 million for the construction of a 
ferry in my constituency, and I know during the discussions on 
the budget it was said to him that the ferry ought to be bui!t 
in the Northwest Territories. Can the Minister indicate what 
has happened in thi!l regard? Is the ferry indeed going to be 
built in the Northwes\ Territories? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Return To Question 0512-!31(1): Construction Of Fort 
Simp::on Ferry In NWT 

HOi�. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speflker. 
Unfortunately, I have to say 'No, it is not.• ll is one of those 
situations whero ycu iind yourself caught between !l rock and 
a hard place. The lowest tender for tho ferry was $2.7 million, 
which was already over budget, from an Edmonton company. 
7he only northern bid was $4.5 million, or $1.6 mill;on higher. 

Now, given that you have heard aiready this afternoon that no 

new money is available to cabinet, the decision I had to make 

was, in order to award it to a northern company, with this $1.6 
million premium, I was forced to look at either cancelling an 
airport's contract or a highway contract. One of the airport 
extensions would have to have gone, or one of the hlghwaya 
would have to have gene. And I made the decision not to do 
that and to proceed with tho award to the compsny from 
Edmonton. Thank you. 

MA. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Ni:1her.deh, supplementary. 

Supplamentllry To Quostlon 0512-91 (1): Construction Of 
Fort Simpson Ferry In N\1\/T 

MR. Sl6BESTON: Mr. Speaker, recognizing that, while I 
appreciate the Minister's situation in some respect, did the 
Minister mal<e any special attempt to try, in a very real way, 
to be sure that the fer;y was being built In tho North? Did he 
do anything special, afld when the tenders came in, 
recognizing the government does not necessarily have to go 
to the lowest bidder, did he not do anything to see that the 
ferry indoed could have been built in the North? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Further Return To Quo:.tlon 0512-91 (1): Conetruc11on Of 
Fort Simpson Ferry In N\VT 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, quite 
frankly, do not recall all tho elements of the tender. I do not 
think thero were any special provisions put in with regard to 
building it in the North. I think that it was tendered in the 
normal manner. I was cognizant of the Houso's, or at least 
the Members', suggestions during the debate, and we did 
eagerly look forlt'ard to seeing the bid!l. The Member knows 
that If, in fact, theso bids had been closer and we were 
talking only a matter of c. couple of hundred thousand, as 
oppossd to $1.8 million, then I would have been inclined to 
move and award to a northern company. The problem is $1.8 
million premiur11 on a $2.7 million contract was just too much 
for me to swallow. I did not see any other way out of it, given 
that I knew there was no new money available. It was just 
one of thoso decisions that I had to make. It is not one that 
I like making, because your heart wants to go one way, but 
this is one of these times when your head has to rule and 
mal<e a decision based on the money you have available to 
you. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Nahendeh, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Questlon 0512-91 (1): Consiruction Of 

Fort Simpson Ferry In NWT 

MA. SIB:3ESTON: Mr. Speaker, I could take the view that it 
is never too late to still try to get some benefits from a project 
such as this. I take it that the ferry is not going to be built in 
the North; it is going to be built in Alberta. There are people 
in the North that are being trained through our Arctic College 
system and people looking for work. Is it not possible for the 
Minister to approach the firm thct has the contract to sea if 
some Northerners can bo employed and also some northern 
businesses in Hay River or Simpson can benefit from tho 
project, either once parts of the ship nro being shipped north 
or in soma capacity? So,nething y.;;t, to salvage out of the 
unfortunate situation. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivii;. 
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Further Return To Question 051 2-91 (1 ) :  Construction Of 
Fort Slmpeon Ferry In NWT 

HON. - GORDON WRAY: Thank you. We are looking at 
something l ike that. As I understand it, the ferry wil l  be bui lt 
in sections and then brought up here and assembled. I am 
hoping that we wil l  be able to recognize some benefits in that 
situati6n.  We are talking to the company about uti l iz ing some 
Northerners In their factories. So we are trying to do 
something with it. It is obviously not going to be the most 
desirable situation that we coulci have had, but it is, I guess, 
the best I could do in this particu lar one. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Baffin South. 

Question 051 3-91 (1 ): Awarding Of Contract, Baffin Day­
care Centre 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
My question is d irected to the Minister of Publ ic Works and 
Highways. The Baffin Divisional Board of Education gave me 
a phone call yesterday. There is a day-care centre that wi l l  be 
bui lt for that reg ion, and they were interested in f inding out 
who the contractors wi l l  be to bui ld this centre. My question 
is, who has been awarded the contract to bu i ld the centre to 
be located in Iqaluit? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Nunakput. 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I will take that 
question under notice. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member is tak ing the 
question under notice. Oral q uestions. The honourable 
Member for Aivi l ik .  

Question 051 4-91 (1 ) :  Awarding Of Rankin Inlet Reservoir 
Contr�ct To Southern Firm 

MR. ERNERK: (Translation) Thank you, M r. Speaker. My 
question Is d irected to the Min ister of Municipal and 
Commun ity Affairs. My question is this: In  Rankin In let there 
is a water foundation reservoir about to be bui lt, Mr. Speaker, 
by the company called Gely Construction. I understand they 
have been awarded this contract. They are a company from 
Quebec, and I d isagree with the awarding of this contract. In 
the community of Rankin there was a contractor located there 
who put in  a bid _and was not awarded the contract. My 
question tc, the Minister is, why was the company from 
Quebec awarded this contract and why were they allowed to 
put in a bid? Because they already have a contract worth $45 
mi l l ion for upgrading the ai rstrip in Rank in  In let. 

M R. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for lnuvik .  

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, to prol(ide detai led 
information I will have to take part of the question as notice. 
I am not aware that the contract has been awarded yet, but I 
wi l l  determine that for a fact. I understand that the difference 
between the bids in question here was some $1 30,000 in  a 
$200,000 contract. So it was a matter of the prices at which 

· the tenders were received. However, I wi l l  check into the fact 
and just determine if the contract has been let and advise the 
Member when I know the facts for certain .  

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member i s  taking the 
question as notice. Just for advice to the honourable 
Member, it la not normal to take part of a question as notice. 
It is either all notice or answering the question.  So the 
honourable Member is taking the question as notice . Oral 
questions. The honourable Member for Tu Nede. 

Question 051 5-91 (1 ) :  Proposals For Building Fort 
Simpson Ferry 

MR. MORIN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. My question -is for the 
Minister responsible for Transportation. Just to fol low up on 
the Member for Nahendeh's question fo you. My 
understanding is that there is  on ly one shipbui id ihg company 
avai lable in  the NWT and also that they had an agreement 
with the Fort Simpson Melis· Development Corporation for a 
proposal to present to you, where they would bu i ld  this ferry 
and rent it back to the government. Why was this avenue not 
fol lowed up in  order to ensure that we had northern people 
involved in  bui lding th is  ferry? 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Kival l iv ik .  

Return To Question 051 5-91 (1 ) :  Proposals For Bui lding 
Fort Simpson Ferry 

HON. GORDON WRAY: There are two questions in there. 
The fi rst question, I have answered, but to reiterate, I know 
there is only one northern ship bu i lder. I know that it wou ld  
have meant northern jobs. I know al l  of  those facts. But  the 
fact is that I did not have an extra $1 .8  m i l l ion i n  my budget, 
and I was not prepared to cancel an ai rport or a major 
highway project to get the money. 

The second point, about the joint venture. To my knowledge 
I was never made aware of that proposal .  I am not say ing I 
was not i nformed, because a lot of paper comes over my 
desk, but I do not ever remember seeing that k ind of proposal 
put forward to me. It may have been ;  I am not say ing it was 
not; I just do not remember. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Honourable Member for Tu 
Nede, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 051 5-91 (1 ) :  Proposals For 
Building Fort Simpson Ferry 

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. I guess I have had 
a bit of experience in seeing how government does work, and 
sometimes a Min ister has a road to travel but the department 
may travel a different route. It came to my attention that this 
was an i nvitational bid and because an MLA made the 
department aware, this was the only reason this northern 
contractor was even g iven the opportun ity to _ b id .  The 
northern company . . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. I just rem inded Members 
about the preambles on supplementaries. The honourable 
Member for Tu Nede. 

M R. MORIN: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. I was just getting  to 
the question. So basical ly the M i n ister may not be aware of 
all the facts in this issue. Wi l l  the M in ister make a 
commitment to revisit this iss1,Je? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Kival l ivik. 

Further Return To Question 051 5-91 (1 ): Proposals For 
Building Fort Simpson Ferry 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Than k you. There are a couple of 
things I would l i ke to c lear up .  F i rst of al l ,  an MLA may have 
brought it to the department's attention ,  but I can assure the 
Member that last fall dur ing the stand ing committee on 
f inance's review, Mr .  Pol lard made it clear to me that he 
wanted to be sure that Northern Arc Shipbui lders was g iven 
a chance to bid on th is .  And at my d i rection -- I i nformed the 
department that they had to get a tender to Northern Arc. 
That representation was made to me i n  the fal l  by Mr .  Po l lard . 
So I expressly told the department to make sure that Northern 
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Arc was invited to bid. 

Secondly, I will look into the facts surrounding this proposal 
that was supposedly made, that I may or may not have seen. 
But one thing I will not revisit is the de,; ision. The contract 
has been awarded and the work is in progress. That I cannot 
revisit. But I wil l undertake to take a look at these other 
elements and see where iha:,, kicked in. I may be able to 
report back to the House, depending on how long we will be 
sitting , but I will look to see if a proposal was received and I 
wil l  specifically look to soe if that proposal was given serious 
considerotion. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to get 
unanimous consent to extend question period. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Yel lowknife Centre is seeking unanimous consent to extend 
question period. Are there any na�•s? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Nay. 

MR, SPEAKER: I hear a nay. Unanimous consent is not 
given to extend question period. Oral questions. The 
honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Question 051 6 .. 91 (1 ): Proposal Of Arc1Ic Co-operatives Ltd. 
For Ei;tabllshment Of Credit Unions 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the 
Minister for Economic Development and Tourism. I note that 
J\ndrew Goussaert from the Arctic Co-operatives is here today. 
I did meet with him briefly today, and it is about the issue of 
banking services in the NWT that we in fact met. I would like 
to ask tho Minister, since the very first recommendation of the 
speoial committee on the northern econcmy was that we do 
something about providing banking servbes in communities, 
has he ha,d an opportunity to examine tha proposal from the 
Arctic Co-operatives about the establishm,rnt of credit unions? 

MA. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Kivallivik. 

Return To Q.ueatlon 051 6-91 (1 ) :  Proposal Of Arctic Co­
operatives For Estubllshment Of Crll.ldit Unions 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 
proposal is within tha hands of government. No decision has 
been made yet, and no position has been taken. It is still 
within the bowels of Economic Development and the 
Department of Finance, being looked at, und the implications 
of legislative changes, costs, et cetera. So no decision has 
been taken but It is being looked at. 

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral que11tions. Honourable 
Member for Nahondeh. 

Qu0stlon OS1 7-91 (1 ) :  Plane 1·0 Oowngtade Fort Simpson 
Hoapital 

MR. SIBBES1'0N: Mt. Speaker, a questi<•n to the Minister of 
Health. I was at a Fort Simpson Chsrnber of Commerce 
meeting a week or more ago, and memb,?rs there expressed 
a concern that there was f;On,e attempt to downgrade the 
hospital - if you can bel ieve it -· in Fort Simpson. So I would 
l ike to ask the department whether there is any truth to that 
rumour or whother they can give me a11d Members a full 
report with respect to the Fort Simpson hi>spital. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member '/er Nunakput. 

Return To Quntlon 051 7-91 (1 ) :  Plan• To Downgrade Fort 
Slmpaon Hoapltal 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, in the last while, 
and since the takeover of medical services In the NWT, the 
first look at rationalizing hospital and medical care was in 
lnuvik and the evaluation was g iven. As a result that 
particular hospital was evaluated to accommodate exactly what 
was taking place. I would like to also say that we are looking 
at what is happening in Hay River, Fort Simpson and Fort 
Smith. No decision has been made. However, with regard to 
utilization, the utilization and service provided have to match 
up and we are looking at that, but no decision has been 
made at this time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The time period for oral 
question .period has elapsed. 

Item 6, written questions. Written questions. 

Item 7, returns to written questions. 

Item 8, replies to Opening Address. 

Item 9, petitions. Petitions. 

Item 10, reports of standing and special committees. Item 11, 
tabling of documents. The honourable Member for Slave 
River. 

ITEM 1 1 :  TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to table Tabled Document 106-91 (1) , a 
proposed bill, Mine Safety Act. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Tabling of documents. Mr. Clerk. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to Rule 57(10) , the following petitions have been 
responded to and are tabled as Tabled Document 107-91 (1) : 
Petitions 2-91 (1) , 3-91 (1) , 4-91 (1) , 6-91 (1) , 10-91 (1) , 12-91 (1) , 
13-91 (1) , 14-91 (1) , 1 5-91 (1) , 16-91 (1) , 17-91 (1) , 18-91 (1) and 
19-91 (1) . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Item 12, 
notices of motions. The honourable Member for Nahendeh. 

ITEM 1 2: NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Notice Of Motion 1 9·91 (1 ) :  Funding For High School 
Grade Extensions 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I wish to give notice that on 
June 27 I will make the following- motion: I move, seconded 
by the honourable Member for Aivilik, that the Legislative 
Assembly recommend to the Minister of Education that he 
make moneys available for high school grade extensions in 
the 1992-93 budget estimates for all divisional boards of 
education who have planned for high school grade extensions. 
Mahsi. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions. Item 13, 
notices of motions for first reading of bills. The honourable 
Member for Kivallivik. 

ITEM 1 3: NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR FIRST READING 
OF BILLS 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of BIii 41 : Travel And 
Tourism Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give 
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notice that on Thursday, June 27, 1 991 ,  I shal l  move that Bil l  
41 , An Act to Amend the Travel and Tourism Act, be read for 
the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of motions for first reading of bi l ls. 
The honourable Member for Kival livik. 

Notice Of Motion For Flrat Reading Of BIii 42: Agricultural 
Producta Marketing Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on 
Thursday, June 27, 1 991 ,  I shall move that Bil l  42, Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions for fi rst 
reading of bil ls. The honourable Member for Slave River. 

Notice Of Motion For Flrat Reading Of BIii 34: Labour 
Standards Act, No. 1 

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I give notice that on Thursday, June 27, 1 991 , I shal l  move 
that Bi l l  34, An Act to Amend the Labour Standards Act, No. 
1, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions for fi rst 
reading of bil ls. The honourable Member for Sahtu. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of BIii 40: Public 
Service Act 

HON. STEPHEN KAKFWI: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on 
Thursday ,  June 27, 1 991 ,  I wi l l  move that Bi l l  40, An Act to 
Amend the Public Service Act, be read for the f irst t ime. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions for first 
reading of bil ls. The honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of BIii 39: Certified 
General Accountant•' Association Act 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
give notice that on Thursday, June 27, 1 991 , I shall move that 
Bi l l  39, An Act to Amend the Certified General Accountants' 
Association Act, be read for the first time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions for first 
reading of bil ls. The honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of BIii 44: Access To 
Information Act 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Thursday, 
June 27, 1 991 , I shal l  move that Bil l  44, Access to Information 
Act, be read for the first time. Mahsi cho. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions for first 
reading of bil ls. 

Item 1 4, motions. Motions. Motion 1 7-91 (1 ) .  Item 1 5, fi rst 
reading of b i l ls. The honourable Member for Amittuq. 

ITEM 1 5: FIRST READING OF BILLS 

First Reading Of Bill 35: Natural Resources Conservation 
Truat Act 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Iqaluit, that Bil l  35, Natural Resources Conservation Trust Act, 
be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion is in order. To the 

motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: . Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. Al l  those in 
favour'? All those opposed? The motion is carried . 

-Carried 

Bil l  35 has had first reading. First reading of b i l ls. The 
honourable Member for Kival l ivi k. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: This is probably a waste of time, but 
I would like to seek unanimous consent to proceed with f i rst 
reading of Bil l  41 , Travel and Tourism Act, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivalliv ik is seeking unanimous consent to proceed with fi rst 
read ing of Bi l l  41 . Are there any nays? Are there any nays? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Nay. 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is denied. Fi rst read ing 
of b i l ls. First read ing of b i l ls. Item 16, second read ing of 
b i l ls. The honourable Member for Amittuq. 

ITEM 16: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I seek 
consent to have second reading of Bill 35, Natural Resources 
Conservation Trust Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Amittuq is seeking consent to proceed with second reading of 
B i l l  35. Are there any nays? Consent has been given. The 
honourable Member for Amittuq. 

Second Reading Of Bill 35: Natural Resources 
Conservation Trust Act 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Members. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Nunakput, that Bill 35, Natural 
Resources Conservation Trust Act, be read for the second 
time. The purpose of this b i l l, Mr. Speaker, is to establ i sh  the 
natural resources conservation trust fund and the board of 
trustees to administer the fund . Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion is in order. To the 
principle of the b i l l .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in 
favour'? All those opposed? Motion is carried. Bi l l  35 has 
had second read ing and is referred to committee of the whole 
for today. Second read ing of b i l ls. Item 1 7, consideration in 
committee of the whole of b i l l s  and other matters: Bil l 35, with 
Mr. Gargan in the chair .  

ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE 
WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

BIii 35: Natural Resources Conservation  Trust Act 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): The committee wi l l  come to order. 
We are deal ing with B i l l  35, Natural Resources Conservation 
Trust Act. It is on tab 35. Would the Minister l i ke to make h is  
opening statement? The Minister is not ready to make h is  
opening statement. Okay, we wi l l  take a five minute break. 

---SHORT RECESS 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gtwgan) : Mr. Min ister, me you prepared 
now to make your open ing statement? Go ahead . 

Ministe,'s O!)enlng Remarks 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Yes, Mr. Chai rman, thank you for 
your indu lgence. Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to present the 
Natural Resources Conservation Trust Act This leg islation wi l l  
create a statuio1y trnst for the purpose of funding programs for 
research and education re lated to issues arising from 'ihe 
co11se1vation , development, protection and enhancement of 
renewable resources. In particular, it is intended that trust 
funds shall be used for in itiatives directed st combatting the 
antitrapping movement, including intsrnational effo1t,;; tc 
educate and inform decision-makers about the importance of 
the renewable resources based l ifestyle in the Northwest 
Territories. 

Trust funds would also be used for in itie.tives aimed .,.t 
vanadi0n issues related to northern conservation and 
environmental protection. The 1:1ct proposes to estnblich a 
board appointed by the Min ister or Renewable Resources 
which would act as trustee for any funds, to properties 
acqu i red by the trust, or any income accorded to it. 

Mr. Chairman , the Department of Renewabie Resources is 
responsib le for conservation and management of wi ld! ifa and 
for enviro1,rnent protection on behalf of the Government of the 
NWT. The department ha�- been widely involved in 
representing northern interests and con-,batting tho antitrapping 
movements. There are sign ificant resources of funds avai labl1a 
from non-govarnment organizations, i nclud ing private donors, 
foundations and public organizations involved in renewab!e 
resource management, which cannot now be accepted by the 
Department o1 Rene,Nable Resources since they would go into 
general revenues. 

The creation of Gpecial purpose trust funds, by statute, which 
would be managed by a publ ic ly appointed and accountable 
board, would overcome this administrative difficu lty and 
enable the Government of the NWT to secure a much h igher 
profile for its efforts to generata publ ic support for its 
ren<:Jwable resources management positions. 

During the recent meeting of the Inuit Circumpolar Conforence, 
we spent long hours discussing the importance of renewable 
resources to the people i:hroughout i:he ci rcumpolar north. We 
a!so spoke oi the threats to our way of life. The fund that the 
Natural Resource Conservation Trust Act will establish is one 
more way th_1:1t we can work together  to counter those threats. 

After havhi0 l istened to the discussions in Copenhagen, which 
other Members of the committee also heard, I am even more 
convinced of the necessity of the fund that this legisle.tive law 
establishes. I loo!� forward to your comments and your 
questions. Thank you. 

CWJ.IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. The chairman o1 the 
standing comrniitee on leg islation, Mr. Ernerk. 

Comments fi'om The Standing Committe<,J On Le�!slstlen 

MR. ERNE.AK: Than!< you, Mr. Chairperson. The standing 
committee reviewed this bill on April ·1 1 ,  1 991 , and made a 
number of recommendations for revision. A revised bill was 
resubmitted l:o the standing committee and was subsequently 
reviewed again on June 24. The stand ing committee notes 
that all recommended changes have been made to this bill 
and commends the Minister, the Hon. Titus Al looloo, and his 
officials for the special efforts they have made in responding 
to committee considerations. 

Mr. Chairperson, this bill would establish a new trust fund. By 

setting up the trust fund, the government would be uble to 
receive money that groups or individui;.!s wioh to donate or 
bequest to support conservation initia�ives or environmental 
education. The standing committee notes that the fund will ba 
most helpful in combatling the positiomi taken by 1:1nimal rights 
activists and encourages the Minister to use the iund to its 
ful lest potential in this area. 

The stand;ng committee is also confident tha'! wilh !he 
improverneints contt,ined in the revised bil l be1oro ·ihe House 
today, the, administrative and policy fremework for thi\l 
l,�gislation wil l be worl<able nnd effective. So therefore, Mr. 
Chairperson, I am pleased to report thsl ·,h(l standing 
committee on !agislation ,ecommonde thf, proposed Nat,1ral 
Resources Contlervation Trust Act to thG House. Oujennt1mii 11. 

CHAIAMA�l (ft.�. Qart,an) : Oujlilnnarniik, Mr. Et'ner!c. What 
is iho comrnitlee's wisl1? Does the committee &gree •ihat we 
go clau£e by clsu!le? 

--A.greed 

CHA!R[u1Ai'� (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 ,  definitions. Agreed? 

30f1.�E HOM. M!El\!l!lEF!S: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAt-! (Mr. Gurg@n) : Claueo 2, opecial purpose fund 
establ ished. Agreed'? 

--Agreed 

CHAIR�.!lA£\'l (Mf. Gor{'.llaiii) ; 
Agreed'? 

--Agreed 

Clause 3, existing board. 

C�IA!Ar.�AN (!.Vlr. G�rgBfa) : Clause 4, furn,-tion ot 'the boarcl. 
Mr. Whitford. 

r.!lR. W&ilTFO�PJ: Than!{ you, Mr. Chairman. Subclause (3) 
of clm.1se 3, about the appointments of members. Can a 
member sort of go on indefinitely being a member, or is there 
any considamtion to be given to limiting the numbor of times 
that an appointment can be made to board members? 

CHAIRMAN (M�. Gargan) : Mr. Aliooloo, cio you wish to bring 
in some witnesse,;;? Does ihe committee agrae? 

SOME I-JON. ,�!:P.'lDIERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gevga;m) :  Mr .  Minister, bring in your 
witnesses. 

HON. TDTUS &.LLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . .  II I 
may, I would like to bring in my assistant deputy minister, Mr. 
Bob McLeod, and also legislative counsel, Carol Whitehouse. 

CHAIR,o1AN (Mr. Gr:1r9l.ln) : Thank you. We will also consider 
that as an introduction. Mr. Minister, do you have a response 
to Mr. Whiiford's question'? Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Yes, Mr. Chairman. The 
appointment would be for t\l\'O years. The person who was 
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appointed can ; be appointed again for any length of term. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. 
Whitford. 

MR. WHITFORD: Yes, I know that there are boards that exist 
that have had members on it forever, it seems. And I am not 
sure whether or not that is altogether a good idea. Times 
change and circumstances may change, although individuals 
may not, and this concerns me, I guess, whenever there is no 
provision made for l imiting the number of times a person can 
get on the board and be on the board. With all due respect 
to board members, some of them work extremely hard, very 
conscientiously and diligently in their work, but I would not 
want to see a board made up of people that, once they are in 
there, heaven and earth could not budge if they were 
unanimous. 

So I would like to query as to setting a limit such as maybe 
two terms, serving two terms of two years. That is four years. 
That is sufficient time to put new blood into a board as 
important as this. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 
board members will be appointed by the Minister, as the 
Member knows, and it will be up to the Minister to appoint 
those members who are serving, or whose terms are up. I 
would tend to say that If the Member is doing a very good job 
it would be more than likely that that Member would be 
reappointed by the Minister. I would like to keep that option 
open to the Minister for his discretion.  Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Mr. Whitford. 

MR. WHITFORD: I think the Minister has made his point 
clear. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: I would like to question subclause 3(1 ) .  Could the 
Minister indicate why this particular subclause is in the act? 
The way I read it, he can delegate authority to administer this 
fund, to an existing board, other than creating one themselves. 
There is also provision in here under subclauses 3(2) , (3) and 
(4) where we made provisions where we can appoint for a 
term and so forth, so why would we need subclause 3(1 ) in 
there? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Subclauses 3(1 ) ,  3 (2) ,  3 (3) and 3(4) 
were all requested by SCOL, and it was because of their input 
that it is drafted this way. And also the purpose of subclause 
3(1 ) ,  'The Minister may appoint an existing board to act as the 
board under this act", is to allow the government or the 
Minister to appoint existing boards such as the Denendeh 
Conservation Board ; it might be the board that the Minister 
might want to appoint as a board for the purpose of this bill. 
Also, maybe the Science Institute Is another example. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, is it the intent of the government to 
appoint an existing board before they actually create their own 
board to administer this fund? Is that the intent? Is that why 
we have the subclause 3(1 ) in here? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 
way it is worded in the act, it will be up to the Minister 

whether he wants to appoint an existing board to deal with 
this bill. If it is not working, then the Minister has an option 
to appoint individuals or other organizations to deal with this 
bill. We have no intention at this point, as a government -- we 
do not see ourselves using existing boards at this moment, 
but it will be up to the Minister to decide. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, I realize there is a provision in here 
so that the Minister can have discretion either to create a 
board himself or else to delegate that authority to another 
existing board to administer the fund. But if I am hearing the 
Minister right, the government's intention is to create the new 
board to administer this specific fund. Now I do not see why 
we should have a provision of this sort in the legislation if it 
is not going to be required. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We 
saw this Natural Resources Conservation Trust Act needed in 
the NWT to deal with groups like FIC, financial information 
system and other groups that are trying to represent the 
people of the NWT in terms of protecting their rights to 
harvest renewable resources and also derive income from 
them. 

At the beginning it might be seen as proper to appoint 
existing boards. Since the board may not have a whole lot to 
do at the beginning to deal with, maybe it would be better for 
the government to appoint existing boards to deal with this 
act. When it becomes more active, then we will review our 
decision and appoint more of an independent group who will 
be dealing with the Natural Resources Conservation Trust Act 
- when it becomes more active in terms of giving out their 
funds which they have received from the government, private 
industry and other organizations. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, I, as an individual, do not feel that 
subclause 3(1 ) should be in there because it would give us an 
opportunity, by having our own board to administer this fund, 
where Members could recommend to the Minister as to who 
should sit on the board to represent his area. That way it 
would be more fair rather than delegating to an existing board 
this authority under this act. I do not think that is going to be 
fair because various groups are going to be applying to this 
fund to carry out various projects. I do not think that any 
existing boards that are out there now are going to well 
represent each region. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Initially, in our earlier drafts pertaining to this, the clause said 
that the Minister would appoint the board. It did not make 
any reference to the existing boards. This clause was 
developed because of the standing committee on legislation's 
recommendation. Their concern was basically that the GNWT 
is establishing too many boards that are sometimes 
duplicating issues. The standing committee on legislation 
thought that it should be up to the Minister to decide whether 
the board should be an existing board or an independent 
board so that maybe at the beginning, when the committee 
does not have a whole lot to do or deal with, it could be the 
existing board that does not have to be established for the 
first time. I guess the committee in their wisdom had a valid 
concern that this is a new board that has never existed in the 
Northwest Territories. If he could utilize the existing boards 
that are already out there, then it should be up to the Minister 
whether he wants to appoint them. This, Mr. Chairman, came 
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di rectly from the standing committee on leg is lation . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. M in ister. Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. M r. Chairman, I led off 
with a leading question. I questioned the Min ister if that was 
the intention of the government, to go with an existing board. 
If he had answered yes at the beginn ing of this debate I am 
having with h im,  then I would have accepted this subclause 
3(1 ) to be included, but then he said no, but now he is  saying 
yes, that i s  what the government's intention is . My 
understanding is that the government's intention is , that 
because it is a new act, a new fund that is going to be 
established, because there probably wi l l  not be a lot of work 
or a lot of appl ications coming in for funding, the Min ister may 
delegate th is authority to an existing board; but once the fund 
is big and you get a lot of appl ications and so forth, then the 
Min ister can appoint their own board to sit on. In  the time 
being, there are provisions in  here for the Minister to delegate 
it to an existing board such as Denendeh Conservation Board 
or another group of that sort. That is my understanding.  If 
that is the case, then I do not mind having this subclause 3 (1 )  
in  here, but if that i s  not the intention of the government, then 
we should delete that 3(1 ) and go with creating our own 
board. Which one is it? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Min ister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 
government has no intentions at this moment whether to go 
to an independent board or  to appoint existing boards. It 
would have to explore the options after the act is approved. 
The Member is qu ite correct that it could go either way 
depending upon the workload that is needed for this group to 
deal with . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Mr. N ingark . 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Since this is a 
publ ic government and the tradition of this publ ic government 
when it comes to appointing a person to a vacancy with in  a 
board -- tradition was and seems to be that it goes through 
the process of MLAs, and MLAs make a recommendation to 
appoint someone from a certain region. I wonder if the 
Min ister would keep the tradition and be more receptive to 
other MLAs when they are making a recommendation as to 
who should be appointed from a certain region.  Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. M in ister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That 
part is good; it wi l l  continue, I believe. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Min ister. Mr. 
N ingark. 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Min ister, is 
that yes or  no? Thank you. 

---Laughter 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. M in ister. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you,  Mr. M in ister. Clause 
3. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 4, function of the board. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 5, payments from the 
interest portion. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 6, by-laws. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 7, by-laws to Min ister .  
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 8, assistance. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 9, appl ication of Publ ic 
Service Act. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 0, l iabi l ity. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 1 ,  appl ication of Confl ict 
of I nterest Act. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 2, fiscal year. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 3, report. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Bi l l  as a whole. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Does the committee agree that 
Bi l l  35, Natural Resources Conservation Trust Act, is now 
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ready for third reading? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): We have no more business in 
committee. I wi l l  pass and report progress. Thank you. 

ITEM 1 8: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 1 8, report of committee of the whole. 
The honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, your committee has been 
considering Bil l  35 and wishes to report that Bill 35 is ready 
for third reading. Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the 
chairman of the committee of the whole be concurred with. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The seconder to the motion, the 
honourable Member for Aivilik. The motion is in order. To 
the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? Motion is carried. 

-Carried 

Item 1 9, third reading of bills. Third reading of bills. Item 20, 
Mr. Clerk, order of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Mr. Speaker, a 
meeting of caucus immediately after adjournment today; 
ajauqtit at 9 :00 a.m. ;  standing committee on finance at 10:00 
a.m. 

ITEM 20: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Wednesday,  June 26th. 

1 .  Prayer 

2. Ministers' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Oral Questions 

6. Written Questions 

7. Returns to Written Questions 

8. Replies to Opening Address 

9. Petitions 

1 0. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

1 1 .  Tabling of Documents 

1 2. Notices of Motions 

1 3. Notices of Motions for First Reading of Bills 

1 4. Motions 

1 5. First Reading of Bil ls 

1 6. Second Reading of Bills 

1 7. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and 
Other Matters 

1 8. Report of Committee of the Whole 

1 9. Third Reading of Bills 

20. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House stands 
adjourned until 1 :30 p.m., Wednesday, June 26th, 1991. 

--ADJOURNMENT 
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