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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1991 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Hon. Titus Allooloo, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Crow, Mr. Ernerk, Mr. Gargan, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. 
Lewis, Hon. Jeannie Marie-Jewell, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Morin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Ningark, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. 
Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Whitford, Hon. Gordon Wray, Mr. Zoe 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Richard Nerysoo): Orders of the day for 
Friday, June 28, 1991. Item 2, Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Kivallivik. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Ministers' Statement 80-91(1): Expo '92 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To start off 
the morning, I am pleased to inform the House that the Expo 
'92 project is proceeding extremely well. We are making 
excellent progress on the planning for our facility in the 
Canadian pavilion in Seville, which we are going to call 
"Aurorales", a Spanish word which suggests the northern 
lights. 

We have received a tremendous response to our 
advertisement for staff at Expo. To date, Mr. Speaker, almost 
500 people have applied for positions; more than one per cent 
of the total population of the Territories. Our staff complement 
will be about 45 people, and I can assure Members that we 
will hire a team that reflects the cultural diversity of the 
Northwest Territories. 

Many new product ideas have come into the department, and 
our officials are evaluating them as they are received. Along 
with those products that we were successful with at Expo '86, 
we will be using some of these excellent new product ideas. 
My officials are in contact with suppliers throughout the 
Territories to review their product lines and to discuss 
purchases of products for sale at Expo '92. 

Our participation in Expo '92 is primarily for the purpose of 
opening new markets for NWT products, and we are in the 
process of developing a detailed marketing strategy using 
Expo as a means to showcase these products. Expo '92 
represents an opportunity for NWT producers and suppliers, 
who will be included in the development and implementation 
of this marketing strategy. 

As part of the operational plan, we intend to have performers 
from the NWT and arts and crafts producers demonstrating 
their production techniques on the stage in Aurorales. We will 
be soliciting contributions from corporate sponsors to finance 
this program. An information package for corporate 
sponsorship has been prepared for distribution. In conclusion, 
Mr. Speaker, we remain confident that Expo '92 will be a 
positive and worthwhile experience for this government. 
Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Kivallivik. 

Ministers' Statement 81-91 (1): Federal/Provincial 
/Territorial Tourism Ministers' Conference 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, I am pleased to inform the Members of the 
Legislative Assembly that the Hon. Tom Hockin, Minister of 
State for Small Businesses and Tourism, and myself, will be 
hosting a federal Tourism Ministers' conference at Great Bear 
Lake on July 4, 5, and 6. The national profile of this event 
cannot be overstated. Ten Ministers responsible for tourism 
will gather to discuss issues of mutual concern. This is the 
highest attendance ever for a meeting of Tourism Ministers. 
The large turnout is gratifying and indicative of a quality 
agenda and our appeal as a visitor destination. 

A basis for discussion at this meeting will be the initiative 
announced by the Government of Canada in the recent 
Speech from the Throne regarding the national prosperity 
agenda. This meeting will enable us not only to discuss the 
competitiveness challenges for the tourism sector, but also to 
agree on specific government actions to support the prosperity 
of the Canadian tourism industry. We have, on the home 
front, already taken steps in this direction. I refer to the 
continued development of a territories-wide marketing strategy 
that will position the Northwest Territories in international 
markets and encompass the arts and crafts, arctic foods and 
tourism sectors. 

Other agenda items at this conference include the implications 
of various tax regimes on the tourism industry, transportation 
facilities and services, international marketing efforts, research 
requirements, product development and human resource 
development. 

We are pleased and honoured to host a conference of this 
magnitude. Federal and provincial Ministers will have an 
opportunity to experience first-hand the social, political, 
economic and cultural environment in which we operate. I 
anticipate this will go a long way to establishing productive 
partnerships with neighbouring jurisdictions and the 
Government of Canada. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. The 
honourable Member for Amittuq. 

Ministers• Statement 82-91 (1): Northwest 
Territories/Canada Agreement On Official Languages 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish 
to make an emergency statement. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Minister responsible for Culture and Communications, I am 
pleased to inform this Assembly that the federal government 
has given its approval in principle for an agreement to fund 
French and aboriginal languages. 

---Applause 

I was informed yesterday by Mr. Robert de Cotret, Secretary 
of State, that the Government of Canada has authorized him 
to negotiate and conclude such an agreement with the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. Mr. de Cotret has 
instructed his Undersecretary of State to begin discussions 
with the deputy minister of Culture and Communications. 

It is our understanding that the new agreement will indeed be 
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a multiyear agreement. It has always been our position that 
there must be a single official languages agreement which 
would provide funding for both French and aboriginal 
languages. 

From the beginning of the negotiation process, we took the 
position that the agreement had to be multiyear. I am happy 
to report that it would appear from the letter received from Mr. 
de Cotret that we have achieved this major objective. 

I would like to thank Mr. de Cotret for supporting this effort 
before his cabinet colleagues. It is a positive decision, and I 
look forward to participating with the federal Minister in the 
signing of a detailed official languages agreement in the near 
future. 

I would like to thank all the Members of this House for 
ensuring that aboriginal languages have received recognition 
as official languages of the Northwest Territories. 

When this Legislative Assembly is remembered for its 
achievements, I am sure that the recognition of the NWT's first 
peoples' languages will certainly be considered as one of the 
most significant decisions we have made together. Thank 
you. 

--Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ministers' statements. Ministers' 
statements. Members' statements. The honourable Member 
for Yellowknife Centre. 

ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Member's Statement On Fish Problem At Pontoon Lake 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I have 
very little confidence in the four Members of this government 
who speak on their behalf today in their ability to deal with the 
environment. In May, on Pontoon Lake, several thousands of 
fish were washed up on the shore, and the government was 
urged to go and clean that place up. As a Member of this 
House concerned with the environment and also with 
recycling, I went to Pontoon Lake and collected many of those 
fish to go into my garden. While I was there, being also 
interested in science, I began to investigate why there was 
such a smell there, which the public was really beginning to 
complain about. 

I found, Mr. Speaker, that the smell was not because the fish 
were rotting and were engaged in a natural process which we 
should all accept; the smell came from the fact that when 
herring gulls landed on those several thousands of fish and 
ate an awful lot of fish until they were practically ready to 
burst, they then defecated on the rocks so that we had a great 
scum of feces all around the lake. It is for that reason we had 
a smell on Pontoon Lake. 

This government did not take that seriously. Although it was 
a natural smell, it was one that people found offensive. If it 
had been examined carefully in the way that I had examined 
it, the government would have then taken the measures to 
remove those fish so that those seagulls would not have all 
landed in one place, near the road, to relieve themselves. I 
consider this to be a real denial of responsibility by this 
government to deal with an environmental problem of great 
significance to the tourism industry, which Mr. Wray has said 
is the keystone for the people of the NWT. I am ashamed that 
this government did not take this environmental hazard 
seriously. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

-Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik. 

Member's Statement On Misleading News Report On 
Belugas And Narwhals 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On Thursday, May 
23, 1991, I watched a totally misleading report on CTV 
National News regarding the possible extinction of beluga 
whales and narwhals because of over-hunting by Inuit in 
Canada. Wrong! They accused us of ignoring quotas 
established by the federal government. Wrong again! The 
source of the report was an England-based environmental 
investigation agency and their spokesman, Mr. Allan Thornton, 
who made some erroneous remarks about Inuit being short
sighted. Mr. Speaker, wrong again. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a former member of the Canada World 
Wildlife Fund, which is affiliated with the International World 
Wildlife Fund. We Inuit have harvested wildlife, including 
belugas and narwhals, for many thousands of years and we 
will continue to do so for many years to come. It is our way 
of life. But we very much share their concerns. 

Let me provide the environmental investigation agency with 
some facts which our federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans will support: 

1) The total world population of the seven beluga whale 
management stocks is about 47,000 to 61,000. Of the two 
narwhal management stocks, there are about 19,000 in 
Canada, and the total Canada and Greenland population is 
about 29,000; 

2) In Canada the harvest of whales during the past 10 years 
was about 800 beluga per year and 315 narwhal per year, not, 
as reported by the Canadian press May 24, 1991, 2600 beluga 
and 800 narwhal per year. The total catch between Greenland 
and Canada of narwhal is about 800 per year. We do not 
normally use all of our quota for narwhal; 

3) Hunting whales to survive and to live has been part of our 
culture since time immemorial. Past depletion of stocks of any 
species of whales was done by the Europeans and the 
Americans; 

4) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans' research 
indicates that the major stock of the narwhal in the Canadian 
Arctic are doing fine and are managed well within 
conservation limits; 

5) Canada banned commercial whaling in 1972 -- incidentally, 
Inuit have never hunted marine mammals for commercial 
purposes; 

6) Inuit... 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable Member, time 
has expired. The honourable Member for Aivilik. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I seek unanimous 
consent to continue my Member's statement, please. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Aivilik is 
seeking unanimous consent to continue with his Member's 
statement. Are there any nays? There are no nays. Proceed. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, honourable colleagues. 

6) Inuit and the Canadian government and the Government 
of the NWT are working together to maintain and manage 
beluga and narwhal stock. The Government of the NWT has 
been commended for having highly effective wildlife 
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management on conservation pol ic ies and we in the NWT are 
extreme ly proud of this achievement; 

7) I n  the Western Arctic, the l nuvial u it and F isheries jo int 
management comm ittee is work ing co-operatively to manage 
the western populat ion of beluga whales. This is being done 
through the l nuvial u it f i na l  agreement and native land c la ims 
settlement, f inal ized i n  1 984. 

Mr .  Speaker ,  i n  the Eastern Arctic we I nu it are managing ou r  
w i ld l ife and  marine popu lations through the  Nunavut Wi ld l ife 
Management Board , a body cons isti ng of federa l ,  terr itor ia l  
and I nu it wi ld l ife experts who are very close to w i ld l ife 
resources. We I nu it are experts in conserving and preserving 
a l l  an i mals .  Th is ,  we bel ieve, is what the h igher be ings  
wanted us to  do.  We have done i t  and we wi l l  do it to  protect 
wi l d l ife forever. We espec ia l ly concern ou rselves for ou r  
ch i ld ren 's futu re. I nu it have never been ,  and  never w i l l  be ,  
short-s ighted. 

Let us get the facts straight. When the exp lorers came here 
to our  I n u it homeland,  we wi l l i ng ly c lothed them with fu rs so 
that they wou ld not freeze in 30, 40 below temperatures. We 
got no than ks. We transported them by dog-team . We got no 
thanks .  We fed them, and those we d id not  feed d ied of 
starvat ion .  I nu it short-s ighted? M r. Thornton ,  environmental 
i nvest igation agency, th ink agai n .  You 've got to be k idd i ng !  
Thank you ,  M r. Speaker .  

---Applause 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!  

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

Member's Statement On Gender Bias Against Men Within 
The Justice System 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker .  Mr. Speaker, l i ke  
many Northerners, I have fo l l owed with interest the  recent 
in itiatives undertaken by our Department of Justice to address 
the issue of gender b ias .  Prej ud ice against women does exist 
with i n  our  justice system .  Honourable Members w i l l  reca l l  that 
earl i e r  I commented on the shameful treatment received by 
Kitty Nowd luk  Reynolds .  Women are often the vict ims of the 
male-dominated j ustice system .  

However, I have become alarmed b y  t h e  apparent decis ion by 
the M in ister and his special adviser to turn the i r  examinat ion 
on gender bias into a study focussed exc lus ively on the r ig hts 
of women .  Mr .  Speaker, there is also a bias which works 
against male subjects , particu la r  men of aborig i nal descent. 
Back in  1 985 the territorial task force on spousal assault 
pointed out that whi le female victi m ization is more com mon ,  
men can  also suffer f rom physical and mental assault i nfl i cted 
upon them by wives and lovers. 

Mr .  Speaker, very rarely are women who assault their spouses 
dealt with by the justice system .  I be l ieve this is due largely 
to the attitude of the justice system .  The RCMP tend to 
regard such complaints as frivo lous and wi l l  often avo id tak ing  
action .  I am to ld  there have been instances i n  the  Eastern 
Arctic when women gu i lty of spousal assau lt have received 
on ly l i ght penalties. 

Not long ago a Crown attorney prosecuti ng the female 
accompl ice in  a l ife-th reaten ing mu lt ip le  stabbing attack ca l led 
her  situation a 'northern tragedy" .  Shortly afte rward a man 
charged with break ing some th ings in  the home of  h is former 
spouse was descr ibed as the "Texas tornado" .  

I th i n k  this reflects the rea l  b ias ,  Mr .  Speaker. It says that men 

are basical ly violent by nature, wh i le  female violence is trag ic 
and beyond their contro l .  I think that our justice system 
ref lects other  b iases against abor ig inal men as wel l .  Whi le the 
courts have been w i l l i ng  to consider ch i ld  care respons ib i l ity 
as a factor in sentenc ing women , they have been rel uctant to 
consider trad itiona l  s ubsistence h u nt ing and f ish ing d uties of 
aborig inal men as s ign if icant m itigati ng  factors. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, p lease. You r  time has exp i red for 
your Member's statement. The honourable Member for Deh 
Cho. 

MR. GARGAN: Mr.  Speaker, I would l i ke to ask for 
u nanimous consent to f in ish my statement. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
Deh Cho i s  seek ing  unan imous consent to proceed with h is  
Member's statement. Are there any nays? There are no  nays. 
Proceed. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr.  Speaker, honourable 
Members. I n  the fami ly courts, decis ions seem to be 
i nf luenced by an u nwritten 'tender years doctri ne' ,  which 
states that custody of young ch i ldren ,  especia l ly  young g i rls ,  
shou ld always go  to the mother. 

The most blatant example of b ias against mens' issues, 
though,  l ies i n  the work of Mr .  Ba l lantyne 's  own special 
adviser. This study seems ready to assume that only women 
are affected by f laws i n  our own court system ,  and it seems 
bent on overlook i ng  the role p layed by racia l  prejud ice against 
both sexes. I w i l l  h ave more to say about th is i n  the days to 
come. 

Mr .  Speaker ,  b ias against anyone is total ly unacceptable in 
any aspect of our j ustice system,  and I aga in  congratu late the 
M in ister for his efforts to root it out. At the same time, I wou ld 
urge the M in ister to ensure that th is i mportant and extremely 
expensive review d oes not become restricted by h is  adviser's 
femin ist perspective. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Members' statements. The 
honourable Member for Kival l iv ik .  

Member's Statement On Clean-Up Of Guano At Pontoon 
Lake 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. Mr .  
Speaker, with regard to the problem that the honourable 
Member for Yel lowk n ife Centre referred to at Pontoon Lake, I 
understand that b i rd feces are commonly referred to by 
scientists as 'guano' .  I shou ld say to the honourable Member 
for Ye l lowkn ife Centre that i f  he  is real ly concerned about 
guano at Pontoon Lake he shou ld guano over there and clean 
it up  h imself. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. The honourable 
Member for Yel lowkn ife South. 

Member's Statement On Canada Day Celebrations 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker, I do not know 
these guys. Mr. Speaker, in three days' t ime Canada wi l l  be 
celebrati ng another b irthday ,  its 1 24th as a confederat ion ,  and 
I think it is going to be the 26th ann iversary of the adoption 
of  the map le  leaf as our new f lag .  Canadians a l l  over the 
provinces and terr itories w i l l  be jo in ing i n  to celebrate this 
b irthday .  We l i sten to the news now and read the 
newspapers, and we can see the tremendous amount of 
cu ltu ral and pol itica l  upheaval that i s  tak ing  p lace in Canada; 
but I do  not th i n k  that shou ld  sway us  from appreciat ing the 
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cultures of other people. 

Canada has been generous i n  receiving people from all over 
the world ; it is made up  of so many d ifferent cu ltures and 
nationalities, and I just wanted to say to Members here, 
partic ipate as much as you can in th is un ique event. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  Members' statements. On th is 
matter, the honourable Member had approximately another 
minute to go i n  h is statement. It was not recorded properly, 
but I was watching it on the other clock i n  front. The 
honourable Member for Yel lowkn ife South. 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you,  M r. Speaker, I apprec iate that. 
I was trying to carry on with it but I saw the clock t ick ing away 
here and I pan icked. 

---Laughter 

I did not realize I was talk ing so slowly. If I had talked about 
dead fish and bird feces I would probably have gotten more 
reaction .  

AN HON. MEMBER: One  subject! 

MR. WHITFORD: I wanted to say that r ight from the 
beg inn ing Canadians have always welcomed people from 
other nat ionalities, and we recognize in  particu lar  the two 
found ing nations, as one l ikes to call it, the Eng l ish and the 
French ;  but we must not also neg lect the fi rst nat ions that 
were here when the French and the Eng l ish came .  I want to 
say that my ancestry goes back to the days when the f i rst 
explorers threw their ropes ashore from the sh ips ,  and my 
ancestors were there to catch these ropes and t ie them to the 
trees. That is how far back we go .  We d id not stop there,  
Mr. S peaker; we learned from the newcomers and we adopted 
the technologies and the cu ltures from other lands. We are 
still do ing  that. 

Here in Yel lowknife I was proud to relate to visit i ng 
ambassadors how broad the spectrum of  nat ional ities that 
were represented here, and on Canada Day we are going to 
be recogn iz ing all of these d iverse cultures i n  th is country. 
Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  Members' statements. The 
honou rable Member for P ine Poi nt. 

Member's Statement On Governor General's Canadian 
Study Conference 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you ,  M r. Speaker. The Governor 
General's Canad ian Study Conference is an organ izat ion 
basically supported by the Governor General 's office which i s  
comprised of  people of the academic  f ie lds ,  bus i ness and 
from industry. I t  makes recommendations to  the  Canad ian 
government on how to conduct the pub l ic  affairs of th is 
country through pol icy changes of the federal government. 
This year when th is g roup went on a tour of the Northwest 
Territories, one of the items they d ealt with was the c losure of 
the m ine in  P ine Po int and the un ique way the town and 
Cominco and CEIC worked to remove people from the 
commun ity and send them to other p laces i n  the country so 
that they cou ld have jobs and so that ou r  government wou ld 
not be  left with a commun ity to support, spend ing a coup le  of 
mi ll io n  dollars a year to have a very smal l commun ity of 
people who might only be on welfare. 

I wou ld  l i ke to thank the co-ord inator of the study conference 
th is year, M r. Grant Hinchey of Ye l l owkn ife, for organ iz ing th i s .  

I wou ld  also l i ke to  g ive attent ion to  Mr .  John  Christ ie o f  CE IC 
from Ye l lowkn ife , Mr .  Dave Johnston of  Cominco from 
Vancouver, and Mr. Char l ie Scarborough of Hay R iver, who 
was formerly the secretary-manager i n  P ine Po int, for 
part ic ipati ng in the part of this study conference which was 
held i n  Hay River early in June .  Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Members' statements. The 
honourable Member for Hudson Bay .  

Member's Statement On Environmental Impact 
Assessment, James Bay II 

MR. CROW: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. M r. Speaker , I am not 
sure that the M i n i ster of Renewable Resou rces fu l ly 
understood the quest ion  I asked h im about James Bay I I .  I 
know he is aware that the envi ronmental assessment process 
has been sp l it with one panel  attempti ng  to eval uate roads 
and i nfrastructure, and a federal process to examine the 
i mpact of the proposed dam construction and river d ivers ion .  
The process has been sp l it to avoid certa in  court actions and 
to pressure the federal review process i nto approvi ng this 
damag ing i n it iative. 

I know our M in ister has been left out i n  the co ld about the 
status of our nominee to the federal pane l  and I wonder why 
he is putt ing up with it .  What I wanted to know yeste rday , 
though,  is whether there w i l l  be representat ion from the 
Northwest Territor ies on the panel wh ich conducts the 
environmental assessment of roadway and i nfrastructure 
deve lopment. I wi l l  be ask ing  him about this again today .  
Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much .  Members' 
statements. The honourable Member for High Arctic. 

Member's Statement On Visit To Isle Of Man 

MR. PUDLUK: (Trans lat ion) Thank you ,  Mr .  Speaker. I r ise 
today to apprec iate the happen ing  beg i nn i ng  June  1 0 . We 
held meet ings on a p lace ca l led the Isle of Man; meet ings 
with the CPA, Canad ian Parl iamentary Association ,  i nc l ud ing  
my friend,  the  Member  fo r  Aivi l i k .  We were very welcome 
over there; the offic ia ls  made us feel very welcome. We went 
to d iffe rent reg ions and we learned about the i r  systems of 
government. We learned a g reat deal about the i r  systems and 
their cu ltures. We were g iven enough work to do. It was not 
even exhaust ing because we had such a good reception .  

To  the  offic ia ls i n  that area, we extend our  g reat thanks to 
them, inc lud ing my fr iend that was with me.  They took very 
good care of us .  Even though that is land was smal l ,  they 
have s im i lar cu ltures. They have no part isan po l it ics and the 
residents number c lose to 700. We were g iven opportun ities 
to make statements at the assembly wh ich were we l l  received, 
and the aborig ina l  people of that p lace recogn ized their 
pol it ical system ,  wh ich is s im i l ar to ou rs since it has no 
partisan po l it ics .  We seem to have a good understand ing ,  so 
we extend our deep apprec iation .  Even though we had never 
seen them before, they made us thorough ly welcome.  We 
extend our  appreciation  and we also thank  those peop le who 
encouraged us to attend that meet ing when we were over 
there. Thank you, Mr. Speaker .  

---App lause 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. 

Item 4,  returns to oral  questions .  Retu rns to o ral q uestions.  
I tem 5 ,  oral quest ions .  Oral quest ions .  The honourable 
Member for Hudson Bay. 
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ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 0550-91 (1): Sanikiluaq Nominee On 
Environmental Assessment Review Panel 

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as I 
mentioned in my Member's statement, I would like to repeat 
yesterday's question to the Minister of Renewable Resources. 
Mr. Speaker, since the James Bay II project will have a direct 
impact on the Northwest Territories, especially Sanikiluaq, will 
there be a nominee from Sanikiluaq on the panel which 
assesses proposed roads and infrastructure development in 
northern Quebec? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Amittuq. 

Question 0550-91 (1): Sanikiluaq Nominee On 
Environmental Assessment Review Panel 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Speaker, as you can well 
appreciate, we have been working very closely with the 
community of Sanikiluaq. As the Government of the Northwest 
Territories we attempted to assist them to have meaningful 
discussions with Hydro-Quebec as well as the federal 
government and the Province of Quebec. The Member is 
correct that the project review has been split in two parts. 
One is infrastructure and the other is the complex part. The 
first phase, I understand, is going to be dealing with the 
construction of transportation, that is, dealing with the roads, 
airstrips and maritime access as well as the work on camps. 
The second phase of the project is going to be dealing with 
the development of the complex, which includes generating 
stations, storage reservoirs and river diversions. The Member 
requested, along with the community of Sanikiluaq, to put a 
person on the panel that would review the projects. We 
supported the Sanikiluaq community, and I conveyed my 
support to the Minister of Environment then and suggested the 
nominee from Sanikiluaq be appointed. I have heard that our 
joint nomination was not accepted by either federal 
government or the Government of Quebec. But they have 
stated that since that person is scientifically oriented and has 
worked very closely with the community of Sanikiluaq and he 
is a scientist able to speak both English and French, they are 
willing to hire that person whom we suggested, to be a 
technical specialist for the panel, which is quite an 
achievement, I think, even though we are not able to convince 
the two governments that he should be sitting as a panel 
member. But he will have direct access to the panel's office 
and also to the secretariat of the panel. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Honourable Member for 
Hudson Bay, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0550-91 (1): Sanikiluaq 
Nominee On Environmental Assessment Review Panel 

MR. CROW: Mr. Speaker, what is the Minister doing to 
persuade his federal counterpart to provide him with a 
response to our nomination? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Amittuq. 

Further Return To Question 0550-91 (1 ) :  Sanikiluaq 
Nominee On Environmental Assessment Review Panel 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will be 
communicating to the Minister of Environment and asking him 
some fundamental questions that I have in nominating a 
person that should sit as a panel member. The letter I would 
like to send to the federal Minister will be asking him why we 
were given such short notice -- I think we were given 
something like two days -- to come up with a person to 
nominate. The candidate had to speak French and English. 

There are other questions that I have with the Minister. 

At this moment the issue is very sensitive between the 
Government of Canada and the Government of Quebec. I will 
assess what tools are available to me and make my decision 
according to the advice that I will be getting from my 
department as to what we can do from here. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Kitikmeot West. 

Question 0551 -91 (1 ) :  Cambridge Bay Day-Care Society 
Lease 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This question is 
to the Minister of Public Works, I think. Some time ago the 
Cambridge Bay Day-Care Society wrote to the Minister 
requesting a charity lease on the premises that they occupy, 
which are government premises. They have not received any 
reply to that. Could the Minister advise me what our 
government's reaction to that request has been? 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Nunakput. 

Return To Question 0551 -91 (1 ): Cambridge Bay Day-Care 
Society Lease 

HON. NELLIE COURNOVEA: Mr. Speaker, the Department 
of Public Works responds to sponsor agencies on charity 
leases. At this time I think the day-care issue is with the 
Department of Social Services, so we would only respond to 
a charity lease if it was sponsored by the relative agencies 
responsible for the particular request that would come from a 
department. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of Western Constitutional 
Forum 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I raised objections, 
following the Commissioner's Opening Address in February, 
about the constitutional initiatives of this government and the 
establishment of a constitutional commission. Yesterday I 
asked the Government Leader about this initiative. What he 
told me in response to my question, Mr. Speaker, was that 
really the Western Constitutional Forum was not collapsed. 
What happened was that the Constitutional Alliance broke 
down. I would like to ask him today, in view of the fact that 
the Nunavut people still have their system intact, and the only 
thing that broke down was the alliance, does the Western 
Constitutional Forum still exist? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

Return To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of Western 
Constitutional Forum 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
Western Constitutional Forum was incorporated as a society 
and I do not know whether this society is still in good 
standing with the registrar of societies. I will undertake to get 
that information to the Member as soon as possible, but I can 
further say that whether it exists or not, the funding for the 
Western Constitutional Forum, which had been provided by 
the federal government, certainly no longer exists . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre. Supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0552-91 (1): Existence Of 
Western Constitutional Forum 

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, we have agreed to provide funds, 
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at  least, to the son of  the Western Constitutional Forum in  the 
form of  a constitutional commission.  I would l i ke to ask the 
Government Leader, does that mean that al l  the work that we 
spent m i l l ions of dol lars on for the establ ishment of 
constitutional arrangements i n  the West, through the Western 
Constitutional Forum, is now of no use? Is it gone and wi l l  
no longer play a part in  the work of  the Western Constitutional 
Commission? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Iqalu it. 

Further Return To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of 
Western Constitutional Forum 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, not at al l .  
would certain ly expect that al l  the good work done by the 
Western Constitutional Forum wi l l  be avai lable and wi l l  be 
uti l ized by the proposed constitutional commission, and i n  fact 
Mr. Speaker, the constitutional commission wi l l  profit from al l  
that work , w i l l  bui ld on  a l l  that work and wi l l  carry on from 
where the Western Constitutional Forum had left off. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yel lowknife Centre. Supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of 
Western Constltutlonal Forum 

MR. LEWIS: The work that was done by the Western 
Constitutional Forum -- s ince it i s  the property of that forum,  
how are arrangements being made to make sure that whatever 
work has been done wi l l ,  in fact, be made avai lab le? 
Because as I understand it, al l  that work does belong to that 
forum set up under the Societies Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

Further Return To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of 
Western Constitutional Forum 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I th ink it should be made clear to the House that 
real ly ,  the Western Constitutional Commission has been 
formed and blessed by the same organ izations that 
participated in the Western Constitutional Forum. The main 
d ifference now, Mr. Speaker, is that instead of the pol it ical 
leaders themselves being d i rectly i nvolved i n  the d iscussions 
i n  the comm ission and with the publ ic ,  they wi l l  be overseeing 
the work of some commissioners who are not pol i t ica l  people ,  
but are rather eminent c itizens. So, Mr .  Speaker ,  to answer 
the Member's question, I am quite sure that s ince the same 
people are basically i nvolved and the same organ izat ions are 
sti l l  i nvolved, I am quite sure there should be no problem 
whatsoever i n  getting the necessary concurrence to have al l  
the work done by the WCF made avai lable to the commiss ion.  

However, Mr. Speaker, recogniz ing that the Member is 
concerned about this, I wil l undertake to work with members 
of the group that is oversee ing the Western Constitut ional 
Commission to ensure that the necessary consent and 
approval is g iven to make sure that a l l  that good work -
i nformation, research,  publ ications -- is  made avai lab le to the 
western commission, and I am quite su re that it should not be 
a problem. I will make that undertak i ng ,  Mr. Speaker .  Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Yel lowknife Centre, f inal  s u pp lementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of 
Western Constitutional Forum 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker .  I raise this issue, that 
in the last several months of the 1 1 th Assembly ,  we are 
recommencing a huge undertak ing aga in .  Wi l l  the M i n iste r 
ind icate to this House today , before we approve the 
expenditure of a whole bunch of money agai n ,  that he w i l l  
tab le in  th is Assembly ,  before we approve the supp lementary 
estimates, exactly what it is that we are go ing  to be pay ing for 
when this commiss ion undertakes its work i n  the Western 
Arctic? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Wh i le  I may a l low the 
honourable Member for Iqal u it to respond,  it has been the 
d i rection of the House on that the matter of the terms of 
reference and any funding with regard to the commiss ion ,  the 
appropriate M in ister wou ld  be reporti ng  back to the House to 
get authority to consider that particu la r  matte r. The 
honourable Member for Iqal u it. 

Further Return To Question 0552-91 (1 ) :  Existence Of 
Western Constitutional Forum 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. You 
have helped me answer the question ,  and precisely what I 
was going to say .  It was by mot ion of th is  Assembly ,  before 
we adjourned, that the terms of reference for the commiss ion 
would be brought forward to the Assemb ly for approval and 
the Min ister responsible ,  Mr .  Kakfwi ,  i ntends to do that, M r. 
Speaker. I w i l l  take note of the Member's concern that this 
should occur before the fund ing is approved through the 
supplementary appropr iations .  That wi l l  be noted. Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral questions .  The honourable 
Member for Baffin South. 

Question 0553-91 (1 ) :  Funding For Cape Dorset Cultural 
Centre 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . 
My question is d i rected to the M in ister of Cu lture and 
Commun ications. I raised this question  before, dur ing the 
session about the Cape Dorset C u ltu ral Society . You 
mentioned that you were wait ing for approval from the federal 
government. What is the status to this date? What is the 
s ituation r ight now? Have you been g iven approval for 
funding from the federal government? Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  The honourable Member for 
Amittuq. 

Return To Question 0553-91 (1 ) :  Funding For Cape Dorset 
Cultural Centre 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Trans lat ion) Thank you,  M r. 
Speaker. F i rst of a l l ,  I would l i ke  to te l l  the Member for Baff in 
South I just met with Mr. Beatty, M in ister of Commun i cations,  
last month when I was i n  Ottawa. We also discussed the 
cultural centre i n  Cape Dorset, and the need fo r the federal 
government to contr jbute some fund ing for constructi ng the 
cu ltural centre i n  Cape Dorset. I asked h im if  he could 
provide fund ing for it, but h is response was that with i n  the 
federal government there is not much funding avai lab le .  I 
i nvited h im  to come to the Northwest Territories to see the 
cu ltural centre that they are propos ing and to see the pri nt
mak ing .  Up to now, he has not told me he wi l l  be able to 
provide the fund ing ,  but I have mentioned to the society in 
Cape Dorset that the cu ltural centre wi l l  cost over three m i l l ion 
do l lars, i f  the i r  demands are met .  The society in Cape Dorset 
has not come up yet with plans for a sma l l e r  bu i ld ing .  Thank 
you.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Baffin South, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0553-91 (1): Funding For 
Cape Dorset Cultural Centre 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
understand the Minister's response, and I have a 
supplementary question to him. You provided funding for the 
Hay River cultural centre, so why can you not provide the 
funding for Cape Dorset from the GNWT if you cannot get 
funding from the federal government? You provided funding 
for the Hay River centre. I wonder if you can do the same 
thing for Cape Dorset and provide funding. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Amittuq. 

Further Return To Question 0553-91 (1): Funding For 
Cape Dorset Cultural Centre 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The entire funding for the Hay River cultural centre 
was not provided by the GNWT, and I can further inform the 
Member for Baffin South how much the Hay River residents 
provided in order for that building to become a reality. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The honourable Member for 
Baffin South ,  supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0553-91 (1): Funding For 
Cape Dorset Cultural Centre 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
am not trying to argue with the Minister, but I do not know the 
amount of supp"rt he gives to the people of Cape Dorset. If 
he further pursued this matter with the federal government -
you mentioned that the federal government cannot provide 
funding, but you seem to have committed yourself to the 
cultural centre becoming a reality. If you can pursue this 
matter with the federal government to get more funding, or if 
you can even get the Member for Baffin South to negotiate to 
get funding from the federal government -· I want to know 
whether you fully support this issue, or are you just putting it 
aside? Thank you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 0553-91 (1): Funding For 
Cape Dorset Cultural Centre 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I am not trying to play this down. I want to let the 
Member for Baffin South know that we fully support this. If we 
did not want that museum to be built, I think that we would 
not have set aside so much money al ready. I also want him 
to know that the responsible federal Minister is in the same 
position as we are with the shortage of funding under the 
restraint program. I think a l l  governments are going th rough 
the same thing in Canada. The ability of the Canadian 
government to raise the money, or to provide funding for 
projects, is the same all over Canada, with restraints being in 
place. 

We want to see the cultural centre in Cape Dorset built, so the 
Kingait Society was formed. I have asked them if they would 
be satisfied with building a smaller scale museum and if they 
can come up with the architectural specifications for such a 
building so that they could get it started sooner. They have 
not given me any response. If the federal government is not 
going to be assisting us in this project, then we are going to 
have to have a smaller building. I support the project and I 

will be communicating with the federal government again and 
requesting that they provide the funds, or part of the funding, 
so that we can go ahead with this building. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions. Mr. Pedersen. 

Question 0554-91 (1 ) :  Charity Lease For Cambridge Bay 
Day-Care Society 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Minister 
of Social Services. Has the Minister taken the action with the 
Department of Public Works on the charity lease as requested 
by the Cambridge Bay Day-Care Society? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Madam Minister. 

Return To Question 0554-91 (1): Charity Lease For 
Cambridge Bay Day-Care Society 

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I am aware that the local municipal council has requested a 
second day-care centre in Cambridge Bay. There is currently 
a facility; however, there appears to be a need for additional 
day-care spaces. Department staff are reviewing the request, 
and once the review has determined how many additional 
spaces are going to be required in Cambridge Bay, we 
certainly will give every support to the municipality to initiate 
a charity lease, if there is one available. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Oral 
questions. Mr. Ernerk. 

Question 0555-91 (1 ): Return To NWT Of Artifacts In 
Churchill Eskimo Museum 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 
direct this question to the Minister of Culture and 
Communications. Mr. Speaker, my question has to do with 
the artifacts from Manitoba, in particular from the Eskimo 
Museum in Churchill. The discussion is not new but requires 
a good answer from the government. Mr. Speaker, I always 
believed that any artifacts taken away from the people of the 
Northwest Territories should be returned to the people of the 
Northwest Territories, and I think they belong here. I think my 
question to the Minister is this : How are the negotiations 
going with the Roman Catholic Diocese in Churchill, to return 
the artifacts from Manitoba to the Northwest Territories where 
they belong? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Allooloo. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
information is that the church is willing to co-operate with our 
government in terms of displaying the artifacts that are in 
Churchill that are owned by the Catholic Church. I would 
have to get back to the Member on his question on the 
negotiations to get them back to the Northwest Territories. 
Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the Minister taking the question 
as notice? 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Yes. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral 
questions. Mr. Kilabuk. 

Question 0556-91 (1): Status Of Tannery Project, 
Broughton Island 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This 
is directed to the Minister of Economic Development and 
Tourism. When we had our last session in the early spring we 
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were talking about the tannery project in Broughton Island to 
come up with some solutions to the problems that they have 
been having. I do not have any current information as to the 
status. I wonder if the Minister of Economic Development can 
provide me with information on what is happening with that 
tannery project. Is that operational yet, or is that just on hold? 
That is the gist of my question, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY S PEAKER: Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not 
have the current information either. I wil l  take the question as 
notice and get back to the Member. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. The 
question is being taken as notice. Oral questions. Mr. 
Pudluk. 

Question 0557-91 (1 ): Effects Of Blasting For Iceberg 
Sculptures 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
question is directed to the Minister of Renewable Resources. 
Last winter, on March 6, 1 991 , I asked a question. The 
number of that question is 0245-91 (1 ) ,  regarding the French 
people who were going to be doing iceberg sculptures. The 
Minister was unable to give me a proper response at that time 
as to what was being done with that proposal. I wonder if the 
Minister is able to give me an answer at this time. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Al looloo. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The film makers wanted to do this project, but to 
date I do not know exactly what the status is of their plans; I 
wil l  provide him with an answer as soon as I can. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister is taking the question 
as notice. Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Zoe. 

Question 0558-91 (1 ): Transfer Of Area Economic 
Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional Council 

MR. ZOE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question wil l  be 
directed to the Minister for Economic Development and 
Tourism. Mr. Speaker, during the last Deh Cho Regional 
Council meeting, the regional council passed a motion 
requesting that the area economic development officer be 
transferred to the regional council. I believe the motion was 
given to the Minister's department. Could I ask the Minister 
what the status is of that particular motion? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 0558-91 (1 ): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional 
Council 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe 
that I just sent a letter back to the regional council saying that 
I was not prepared at this time to turn the position over to the 
regional body. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Zoe, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0558-91 (1 ) :  Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional 
Council 

MR. ZOE: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Could I ask the 
Minister the rationale for not undertaking the request from the 

regional council? What was the reasoning for its not being 
done? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Zoe. Mr. Wray. 

Further Return To Question 0558-91 (1 ): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development To Deh Cho Regional Council 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As 
indicated yesterday, it is not that I am against turning 
positions over, but if I am going to turn them over, it is turned 
over to a specific community and not to another body. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. 
Zoe. 

Supplementary To Question 0558-91 (1): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development To Deh Cho Regional Council 

MR. ZOE: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this 
particular position serves my whole region. It is cal led an 
area economic development officer and it is administered by 
our government currently. I do not understand why the simple 
request cannot be g ranted. It is sti l l going to serve my region. 
A l l  they are requesting is that the whole position be 
transferred to the regional body. My question to the Minister 
is : Would he reconsider the decision that the government has 
taken? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Wray. 

Further Return To Question 0558-91 (1): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional 
Council 

HON. GORDON WRAY: No, I wil l not, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. 
Zoe, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0558-91 (1 ): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional 
Council 

MR. ZOE: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if that 
is the way the government is going to stand with the decision 
that they made, would it be appropriate if the community, a 
specific community, makes that request, and would the 
Minister consider that that position be transferred to a specific 
community in my region? Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Wray. 

Further Return To Question 0558-91 (1 ): Transfer Of Area 
Economic Development Officer To Deh Cho Regional 
Council 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. No. That 
is an area position. I have very few positions to begin with. 
I am presently trying to work on getting community positions 
for the Member's area. No we would not turn that particular 
position over to a community, but if in the future I am 
successful in getting additional positions, I am open to turning 
community positions over to the communities. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral 
questions. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Question 0559-91 (1): Investments Of Workers' 
Compensation Board 

MR. McLAUG HLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As a result of 
the failure of the NWT Power Corporation to borrow the $15 
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million from the Workers' Compensation Board, there has been 
considerable interest in where, exactly, the funds of the 
Workers' Compensation Board are invested. It is also 
interesting to note that just recently $100 million was placed 
by the Government of Alberta, from their workers' 
compensation fund and their heritage fund, with Alberta firms 
to handle and invest for them. I would like to ask the Minister 
responsible, the Hon. Jeannie Marie-Jewell, if she would be 
willing to provide information to this Assembly on the 
investments that the Workers' Compensation Board makes. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Madam Minister. 

Return To Question 0559-91(1): Investments Of Workers' 
Compensation Board 

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, 
over the past few years, in respect to the Workers' 
Compensation Board, investment managers have purchased 
Government of the Northwest Territories bonds, Northwest 
Territories Power Corporation bonds and the NWT Legislative 
Assembly Society bonds. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Oral 
questions. Mr. Ernerk. 

Question 0560-91 (1): Plan To Clean Up Tailings Pond, 
Rankin Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 
direct my question to the Minister of MACA. Mr. Speaker, it 
has to do with the contaminated tailings pond in Rankin Inlet, 
my constituency. Mr. Speaker, I want to know for sure, from 
the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs, what is 
the latest plan of this government to clean up the tailings 
pond? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 0560-91 (1 ): Plan To Clean Up 
Tailings Pond, Rankin Inlet 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, the Member is very 
much aware, because he has been briefed by myself and my 
officials, that this government has not accepted that 
responsibility. The tailings pond was created by the North 
Rankin Inlet Mine in about the period of 1959 to 1964, so we 
have not accepted responsibility for clean-up. However, we 
recognize that there is a requirement to clean up the particular 
area, and we have been in consultation with the federal 
government. The federal government has contributed funding 
to the study that has been carried on. We now have a study 
and a proposal for dealing with the tailings pond. There are 
two options, as the Member well knows, because he has had 
these in his hands and has reviewed them both. We are 
looking at the option that would cover the pond with gravel 
rather than with water, as was suggested in the second option. 
I would thank my honourable colleague, the Minister of 
Renewable Resources, for his action on our behalf in 
discussion with the Hon. Tom Siddon, on how federal money 
could be spent to obtain an answer to this problem. 

I can provide the Member with the federal release on how 
they are go ing to spend some environmental moneys in the 
North to correct such problems. Some will occur in the areas 
of old dump sites, but one is the Rankin tail ings pond. As I 
say, I think we all have to thank Mr. Allooloo for the excellent 
work he has done in communicating this particular concern 
and need to the federal government. I believe that progress 
is being made on this front, and the Member will be quite 
pleased to hear of this. I will try to provide details as soon as 
they are available on how it will be accomplished. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. 
Ernerk, supplementary. 

Question 0561-91 (1 ): Process For Cleaning Up Talllngs 
Pond, Rankin Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will you allow me 
to ask the Minister of Renewable Resources a similar question 
as to the clean-up process with regard to the tailings pond in 
Rankin Inlet? Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ernerk, it is a new question to 
Mr. Allooloo. Mr. Allooloo. 

Return To Question 0561-91 (1): Process For Clean Ing Up 
Tailings Pond, Rankin Inlet 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 
August 1 990 our government, jointly with the federal 
government, contracted a group to make an assessment of the 
site and to determine ways to remedy the problem. The 
report came back and had a few options that were outlined to 
us. The report stated that it is going to cost roughly $900,000 
to fix the problem. In April 1 991, the federal Minister of Indian 
and Northern Affairs, along with the Environment Minister, 
announced in Iqaluit that there is going to be $30 million set 
aside to clean up the Arctic contaminated sites, and one of 
them was Rankin Inlet. This year, in 1 991 , the program will 
set aside $700,000 to start cleaning up the Rankin Inlet site. 
Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. 
Ernerk, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0561-91 (1): Process For 
Cleaning Up Talllngs Pond, Rankin Inlet 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank the Minister 
for his answer, and the Minister of Municipal and Community 
Affairs. I wonder, Mr. Speaker, when we can expect to see 
the actual physical clean-up in Rankin Inlet -- next month, this 
month? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Allooloo. 

Further Return To Question 0561-91 (1): Process For 
Cleaning Up Talllngs Pond, Rankin Inlet 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
information tells me that the Government of Canada will be 
going to tender very soon on this proposal. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral 
questions. Mr. Whitford. 

Question 0562-91 (1): Protection For Local Businesses Re 
Unpaid Bills 

MR. WHITFORD: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
(Translation ends) That is in recognition of our three founding 
nations, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I have a question I would 
like to direct to the Minister of Government Services. Mr. 
Speaker, recently the Yellowknife business community was 
taken aback by the departure of a southern contractor. 
Allegedly the contractor left without paying all of his bills to 
subcontractors and to material suppliers. One supplier is 
apparently owed some $128,000. Yesterday we heard that 
another contractor is not paying his subcontractors, and this 
is pretty upsetting to the business community. 
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Mr. Speaker, I would l ike to ask the government, through the 
Min ister of Government Services, what is the government 
doing to ensure that smal l  businesses, contractors or labourers 
are not left with unpaid bi l ls after working on government or 
government-related contracts? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 0562-91 (1): Protection For Local 
Businesses Re Unpaid BIiis 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, the concern raised by 
the Member has been addressed by me, more in  my role as 
Min ister respons ible for Housing than for Government 
Services, because it was with that body that the contracts 
were arranged. The s ituation, as described by the Member, 
is being addressed in th is manner: Some months ago we 
were aware that the statutory declaration s igned by contractors 
when they seek thei r funding really does not guarantee that 
their subcontractors have been paid. Current legislation in the 
Territories is very weak in  that it does not allow a 
subcontractor to place a l ien against crown property. 

The Mechanics' Lien Act has been looked at by both my 
col leagues, the Minister of Publ ic Works and the Minister of 
Justice, to see what can be done to change that. As a result 
of our discussions, we did put forward a legislative proposal 
to the House plann ing committee to have the act changed and 
to strengthen it. The law reform committee, too, I believe, has 
been studying the same matter. The upshot of all this review 
is that we would have to do more than make an amendment 
to the existing Mechan ics' Lien Act. We would have to do 
what is probably current in the provinces, and that is to 
develop a 'Builders' Lien Act' which will allow a subcontractor, 
in the case of a disputed contractual obligation, to place a lien 
on the Crown, which they cannot do now. What this would 
require the Crown to do would be to carry a fund or an 
amount of money from which these unpaid obligations could 
be met. 

So that is the approach that is being used now as a result of 
the recent situation that has occurred in and about this 
community. I believe that legislation will be getting a very h igh 
priority and will be moved very quickly. At least it will be my 
determination to see that that action occurs. That would be 
the way we are seeking to address this serious problem. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The honourable Member for 
Yel lowknife South. Supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0562-91 (1): Protection For 
Local Businesses Re Unpaid Bills 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Realizing that the 
government is making some moves in that direction but it is 
going to take quite a while to get all of this done •· in the 
meantime there are a lot of contractors out there that are a bit 
nervous. Would the government consider changing its policy 
on the statutory declaration to include a list of the 
subcontractors on that document so that the government 
knows that these people are involved in this contract and spot 
check with a few of them to see if, in fact, the contractor has 
paid the bills before giving them the final release or release 
of money? Wil l  the government consider doing that 
immediately? 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
lnuvik .  

Further Return To Question 0562-91 (1): Protection For 
Local Businesses Re Unpaid Bills 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: It seems to me that the Member did 

make that recommendation to me when we discussed this 
matter a while back. I believe the results of my inquiry was 
that this would be done, or could be done. I will check and 
get back to him on the process at the present time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you .  Oral q uestions. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

Question 0563-91 (1): Tabling Of Document Re Gender 
Equality In The Justice System 

MR. GARGAN: Mr .  Speaker, I realize that the Minister of 
Justice is not here, but I would like to refer my q uestion to the 
Government Leader. It is with regard to a discussion paper 
given to the Minister regarding gender equality in the justice 
system and done by Katherine Peterson. I would like to ask 
the Minister if, in fact, this discussion paper will be tabled in 
this House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry I will 
have to take that question as notice. I am just not aware of 
the Minister's intentions and he is unable to be here today. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
taking the question as notice. Oral questions. The 
honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

Question 0564-91 (1): Appointment Of Fourth Judge To 
NWT Supreme Court 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker. Again it is to the Ministe r  of 
Justice. I understand that there is a fourth position that is 
created by this government regarding the appointment to the 
Supreme Court. I understand that the position has not been 
filled, and I would like to ask if this position will be filled soon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

Return To Question 0564-91 (1 ): Appointment Of Fourth 
Judge To NWT Supreme Court 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I am aware that 
the Min ister of Justice, our Minister of Justice, has been 
informed by the federal Minister of Justice that approval has 
been given for a th ird Northwest Territories Supreme Court 
justice. I believe it is a third. We have two judges, and one 
judge was seconded to the national post, and we have been 
informed that that position will now be filled, Mr. Speaker. My 
understanding is that it is a third judge that the NWT will be 
getting. 

Mr. Speaker, the process for appointment of a NWT Supreme 
Court judge, the responsibility for the appointment rests with 
the Minister of Justice for Canada and I can tell the Member 
that there is an established process which involves the law 
society. The process, I believe, is under way, Mr. Speaker, 
but it is not something that is directly controlled by our 
government. It is in the hands of the federal Minister of 
Justice. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. Supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0564-91 (1): Appointment Of 
Fourth Judge To NWT Supreme Court 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In light of the 
response that I got from the Government Leader, I wou ld l ike 
to ask the government whether or not they have, in the past, 
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considered that that position be filled by a woman? Has the 
government ever considered that, and would the government 
consider that as a priority, to try and see if they could get a 
woman in the Supreme Court? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
indicate, again, to the honourable Member that the 
appointment would be the responsibility of the federal Minister 
of Justice, so it is not ultimately our responsibility. However, 
Mr. Speaker, I will take the question as notice and I will get 
back to the honourable Member, th rough the Minister of 
Justice, on the appointment process, and also whether or not 
it is a third or fourth judge. I believe that the Member may be 
correct that, in fact, although we will only have th ree judges 
on the ground, in future it will be a fourth judge and the fourth 
position will continue to exist, although it is located in the 
South for the time being. I will clarify both those matters by 
taking the question as notice. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
taking the question as notice. Oral questions. The 
honourable Member for Hudson Bay. 

Question 0565-91 (1 ): Funding For Study Of Cancer-
Causing Soapstone Fibres 

M R. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Dr. 
Francis Green of the University of Calgary analysed soapstone 
samples from several quarry sites to determine the 
concentration of cancer-causing fibres material. I have some 
questions for the Minister of Economic Development about Dr. 
Green's research study and his findings. Mr. Speaker, what 
funding, if any, was provided by the Government of the NWT 
to support this research study? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Return To Question 0565-91 (1 ) :  Funding For Study Of 
Cancer-Causing Soapstone Fibres 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The study 
done by Dr. Green was done under contract to my 
department, the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism, and we provided 100 per cent of the funding. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Hudson Bay. 

Supplementary To Question 0565-91 (1 ) :  Funding For 
Study Of Cancer-Causing Soapstone Fibres 

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Supplementary to the 
same Minister. Could the Minister please inform the House 
who released the results of Dr. Green 's research study to the 
press? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Further Return To Question 0565-91 (1 ) :  Funding For 
Study Of Cancer-Causing Soapstone Fibres 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I released 
them to the House in February. In February I made a 
statement in response to a question by the Member for 
Natilikmiot; as well, I sent a letter to Members with the results 
of the study. So the information was released in this House 

back during the winter session. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. The honourable 
Member for Hudson Bay, supplementary. 

Supplementary To Question 0565-91 (1 ) :  Funding For 
Study Of Cancer-Causing Soapstone Fibres 

M R. CROW: . . .  can recommend that soapstone from each 
quarry should be tested on an ongoing basis since samples 
from the same site may vary in their composition over time 
and within the mine site. What are the Minister's plans for 
initiating a testing program? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Kivallivik. 

Further Return To Question 0565-91 (1 ) :  Funding For 
Study Of Cancer-Causing Soapstone Fibres 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This 
contract was part of the overall 'project carving stone'. 
Unfortunately, the press, back in the winter session, only 
decided to pick up the story about the southern stone coming 
in. In fact, 'project carving stone" was a much more 
comprehensive program than just bringing southern stone in. 
It involved the identification of new quarry sites in the 
Northwest Territories. It also included the clean-up of several 
quarry sites, the development of new quarry sites. It also 
entails an ongoing program of developing new quarry sites in 
the Northwest Territories. 

It was rather a large package, and I must admit I was quite 
surprised that it took the press over three months to pick up 
the story because it was disclosed here in the House in 
February and I did not see it in the news, in fact, until last 
month. It took even the northern press three months to figure 
out what was going on. 

However, we now have a data base of over 160 quarry sites 
in the Northwest Territories. Last year we did develop and 
clean up five quarry sites. There will be ongoing 
developments of our quarry sites, and as part of this ongoing 
operation we will be developing a contract with Dr. Green to 
provide an ongoing analysis of asbestos content of NWT 
quarry stones. In fact, over time as we develop new quarries 
and as we get stone out of existing quarries, we are going to 
be analysing that soapstone. 

I would also like to point out for the public, because I do not 
want people afraid that they are going to be getting some 
kind of disease from carving stone right away, that if the 
carving stone is carved in an open well ventilated area, and 
if the proper safety equipment is used, such as masks, et 
cetera, then the risks are minimal. There are risks associated 
with this carving stone, with some of it being used in very 
small, cramped space, no ventilation, and no masks. Heavy 
smokers are also at risk. 

There is an ongoing program jointly between ourselves and 
the Department of Health to provide information and training 
to carvers on how to prevent or minimize the risks. As well, 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out that all of the new 
facilities, the production centres, the arts and crafts centres 
that have been developed by this government and will be 
developed in the future, will provide a secure, well ventilated 
workplace for carvers. Any facility that is going to be built will 
have the ventilation system built in. I think we are well on our 
way to meeting objectives and I am happy to be able to tell 
the Member that we will be developing a contract with Dr. 
Green for an ongoing analysis. Thank you. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. Time period for question period 



Page 976 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD June 28, 1991 

has elapsed. Item 6, written questions. The honourable 
Member for Pine Point. 

ITEM 6: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question W1 4-91 (1 ) :  Workers' Compensation Board Funds 
And Investment• 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you. I have a question for the 
Minister responsible for the Workers' Compensation Board. 
What is the detai led l ist of 1 00  per cent of Workers' 
Compensation Board investments presently utilizing Workers' 
Compensation Board funds? Which financial organizations 
presently place investments for the board? What was the total 
amount of fees and commissions earned by these 
organizations in the 1 990 or 1 990-91 fiscal year'? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Written questions. 

Item 7, returns to written questions. 

Item 8, replies to Opening Address. 

Item 9, petitions. 

Item 1 0, reports of standing and special  committees. 

Item 1 1 ,  tabl ing of documents. Item 1 2, notices of motions. 
Notices of motions. The honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

ITEM 1 2: NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Notice Of Motion 22-91 (1 ) :  Prohibition Of Incarcerates 
From Voting In Territorial Elections 

MR. GARGAN:  Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, 
July 2, I wi l l  move the fol lowing motion: I move, seconded by 
the honourable Member for Aivi lik, that the Legislative 
Assembly recommends pursuant to section 1 of the Legal 
Questions Act, that the Minister of Justice immediately refer to 
the Supreme Court of the Northwest Territories, the issue of 
the constitutional val idity of provision in the Territorial 
Elections Act which prohibits incarcerates in territorial 
correctional facil ities from voting in territorial elections. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motions. Notices of 
motions. 

Item 1 3, notices of motions for fi rst reading of bi l ls. Item 1 4, 
motions. Motion 20-91 (1 ) , the honourable Member for Tu 
Nede. 

ITEM 1 4: MOTIONS 

Motion 20-91 (1 ) :  Appointment Of Languages 
Commissioner By The 1 2th Assembly 

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to move 
the fol lowing motion: 

WHEREAS section 1 9 (1 ) of the Official Languages 
Act requires that the Legislative Assembly, by 
resolution, approves the appointment of a languages 
commissioner; 

AND WHEREAS the languages Commissioner holds 
office during good behaviour for a term of four 
years; 

AND WHEREAS it would be appropriate to permit the 
1 2th Legislative Assembly to consider the 
appointment of a languages commissioner; 

AND WHEREAS the 1 2th Legislative Assembly should be 
afforded the ability to set its mandate and di rection for 
official languages in the Northwest Territories; 

AND WHEREAS delaying the appointment of a languages 
commissioner would not unnecessarily delay the full 
implementation of the Official Languages Act; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable 
Member for Amittuq, that this Legislative Assembly 
recommends to the 1 2th Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories that it consider the appointment of a languages 
commissioner as a priority item during its first session. 

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Tu Nede. To 
the motion. Motion is in order. To the motion. 

MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The motion speaks 
for itself. It is a motion that I am bringing forward as a 
caucus chairman. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Amittuq. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the 
mover mentioned, the motion speaks for itself and I would 
hope that the Members would support the motion. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak on the 
motion itself. During the last year the special committee on 
aboriginal languages wanted to implement the recognition of 
the seven aboriginal languages as official. They also created 
a new position which was called the languages commissioner. 
At that time, Mr. Chairman, I supported the recommendations 
that came out of it. 

In January of this year, the Minister had written to all of the 
Members to advise them that the creation of a languages 
commissioner would be in place, and that if Members support 
that they should consider submitting names -- I am sorry that 
is March 2 that the position was open for nominations. Mr. 
Speaker, the closing date for that nomination was March 1 5. 
I submitted for caucus consideration two names from my 
constituency with their resumes and backgrounds, and I also 
had two letters written by the band and the hamlet council 
supporting one certain individual from Fort Providence. 

I had also written to al l  the Members before the deadline to 
indicate that, in my opinion, I had found a candidate that 
could fit that category. Mr. Speaker, after the deadline the 
government did come up with at least seven names for 
consideration, and this was done as a last minute effort. 
There was nothing other than just the names. I do not know 
whether the candidates that the government selected were 
even contacted, or whether the government just decided that 
those were the best people and we should submit their names 
and we will express whether they are interested or not after i t  
is discussed in caucus. Those are the circumstances, and to 
this day -- even last week I wrote to all the Members to 
indicate that, perhaps, du ring this session the appointment of 
this languages commissioner would be made. I have asked 
al l  the Members to support me on that. Unfortunately, the 
whole thing has changed now and it was decided by the 
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Members that, perhaps, it is best to hold back on that position 
until the 1 21h Assembly. 

Although the 1 1 th Assembly was the one that created that 
position and had the opportunity for the appointment, I believe 
the rationale behind the appointment not being filled at this 
time was because the appointment is at the pleasure of this 
Assembly and is best left for the 1 21h Assembly to decide who 
should be the new languages commissioner. Any 
appointment made by this 1 1 th Assembly does not necessarily 
mean that the 1 21h Assembly will consider that appointment. 

Again, the position is a decision made by Members to look at 
having th is position selected by the 1 21h Assembly. Mr. 
Speaker, I do not support the motion. I truly believe that I 
have made an honest effort to have the position filled during 
this 1 1 th Assembly, which, unfortunately, has not happened, 
and I just want to let the Members know that I am quite 
disappointed that it was not filled when we had the 
opportunity and now we are leaving it for a new government 
to make the appointment. We, ourselves, have taken a lot of 
initiative to create this position and yet we are not willing to 
even follow the one basic recommendation, and that is to 
select a languages commissioner. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Rae-Lac la Martre. 

MR. ZOE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, too, echo the concerns 
of my colleague from Deh Cho. I will not be supporting this 
particular motion for the reasons that my colleague has 
indicated. Mr. Speaker, our Official Languages Act, that was 
passed during the winter months, gave us the opportunity to 
select a commissioner and that particular issue was a priority 
for this government. We moved quickly. As you may recall, 
when the House sat in Norman Wells that particular issue was 
at the forefront with this government, and I cannot see why 
this Legislative Assembly is delaying the appointment of this 
particular commissioner to be left to the 1 21h Assembly. I am 
very disappointed. It took a lot of work, people were asked 
to submit names for this particular position, and this Assembly 
is now reneging on the people that have submitted names. 
I am ashamed that this Assembly cannot deal with that 
particular position. Why can we not fill it now? Why wait and 
leave it all for the 1 21h Assembly? Mr. Speaker, I will not be 
supporting this particular motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. To the motion. 
The honourable Member for Natilikmiot. 

MR. NINGARK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When we were 
discussing the matter we were having a problem as to 
whether to have one languages commissioner; there was talk 
about maybe having two languages commissioners, one from 
the West and one from the East. Another problem we were 
having was whether to have an aboriginal person or other as 
a commissioner. We will not be able to agree on a few of 
those items, and therefore, I would leave that up to the next 
government, and I will support the motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support the 
motion. Mr. Speaker, the language issue is an important one 
for all of the Northwest Territories, especially on the part of the 
aboriginal people. Mr. Speaker, I have always stated that it is 
the wish of my constituents that the issue of aboriginal 
languages must be recognized as a working language in the 
Northwest Territories equal to French and English. We have 
done this, and I think it is a very good, positive move on the 
part of th is present Legislative Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories to do that. I want to say to you, Members of the 

Legislative Assembly, my honourable colleagues, that my 
constituents of Aivilik were extremely pleased and were 
extremely appreciative of the fact that, finally, we in the 
Northwest Territories Legislative Assembly had the guts to 
pass such legislation to recognize all aboriginal languages in 
the Northwest Territories. I think that was very, very good. 

Speaking specifically, Mr. Speaker, to the motion, I feel 
strongly that we need to appoint a languages commissioner 
as soon as possible. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear l  

MR. ERNERK: However, Mr. Speaker, I also feel that we 
have to find the best persons to f i l l  those positions, the 
commissioner as well as the other related positions within the 
languages commissioner's office. In light of this, as I stated 
earlier, I am willing to support the motion as it stands. Thank 
you very much. 

--Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have never 
mentioned this in this Assembly before, but this is, perhaps, 
my chance to do it. After more than 20 years in the public 
service of this government, I took on this job six years ago, 
nearly seven years ago now, not willingly, but because I was 
not given much option as to what the government wanted me 
to do, the government of the day. And although I gave 
dozens of reasons why I did not think it would work, I was 
told that that is really the will of the government. As a public 
servant you do what you are told. 

I entered into that fray knowing full well I did not have the 
support of this Assembly. There were several Members - in 
fact, if you read back in Hansard, it went on for eight days 
about what a terrible th ing this government was doing to 
appoint me to do this kind of work. And that is why I am now 
doing a different kind of work. I am an elected person in this 
House. I would have been quite happy to be in the public 
service, doing the work that I wanted to do. But to do this 
kind of work you have to have the confidence of the people 
whom you serve, and if you do not have that confidence you 
really are not going to be a very effective person. I have no 
grudges about those events many years ago because I am the 
kind of person who forgets very quickly, and I get on with my 
life, as you all know. And I have made abundantly clear over 
the last four years, that I take my work seriously. I put in long 
hours, and I do not want to get off the subject and be 
accused of doing so by the Speaker. 

So, Mr.  Speaker, what I would l ike to do is to warn this 
Assembly that if we do not let the next Assembly put its stamp 
on this very important job, so that the person chosen is going 
to get the full support of these newly elected people, that guy 
is going to be in a terrible trap and we are going to have 
people complaining about the k ind of individual that was 
chosen. For that reason I wholeheartedly support this motion 
and I expect to be back again next October to put the kind of 
stamp that should be put on the appointment of one individual 
to this position. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

--Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Final remarks. Honourable 
Member for Tu Neda. 
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MR. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In moving this motion 
and In discuasing it in caucus, all Members were assured that 
by putting it off until the 1 2th Assembly it would not 
unnecessarily delay the implementation of the Official 
Languages Act. I think that is good, and I do not think that 
we, as Members of the 1 1 th Assembly, should appoint 
someone and then leave the 1 2th Assembly stuck with that 
person for a four year term. So I do support this motion. I 
am not moving it just because I am the caucus chairman; I do 
support it. It would be nice for some Members if they could 
go into an election saying that we appointed a language 
commissioner who may be from my constituency, or whatever. 
I do not think that is what we are here to do. We have to do 
it and do it right. Like Mr. Lewis said , whoever is appointed 
to this important position must have the full support of all the 
newly elected Members of the 1 2th Assembly. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. 

MR. MORIN:  Recorded vote, please. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Tu Nede is 
requesting a recorded vote. To the motion. Al l  those in 
favour, please rise. 

Motion 20-91 (1 ), Carried 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Mr. Crow, Mr. 
Arlooktoo, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Morin, Mr. Pudluk, 
Mr. Ernerk, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Whitford, Mr. Wray, Ms. Cournoyea, 
Mr. Allooloo, Mr. Patterson, Mr. Butters, Mrs. Marie-Jewel l ,  Mr. 
McLaughlin, Mr. Ningark. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. All those opposed, please rise. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Mr. Zoe and Mr. 
Gargan. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those abstaining, please rise. Thank you. 
The record of the recorded vote is 1 7  in the affirmative and 
two opposition .  The motion is carried. 

-Carried 

Motion 21 -91 (1 ) .  The honourable Member for Tu Nede. 

Motion 21 -91 (1 ) :  Dlasolutlon Of The 1 1 th Legislative 
Assembly 

M R. MORIN: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. I would like to move 
the following motion: 

WHEREAS the term of the 1 1 th Legislative Assembly 
of the N orthwest Territories is due to expire on 
November 5, 1 991 ;  

AND WHEREAS it would be desirable to hold the 
general e lection earlier than November 5, 1 991 ; 

AND WHEREAS section 9(3) of the Northwest 
Territories Act, the Governor in Council ,  after 
consultation, may dissolve the Legislative Assembly 
thus causing a new Legislature to be elected; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Aivilik, that this Legislative 
Assembly requests the Governor in Council to 
dissolve the 1 1 th Legislative Assembly of the 
Northwest Territories by August 29, 1 991 , to permit 
a general election to be held on October 1 5, 1 991. 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is in order. To the motion. 

Honourable Member for Tu Nede. 

MR. MORIN: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. I bring this motion 
forward as caucus chairman. I fully support this motion. One 
reason for not going unti l November 5th is because of weather 
in some of the ridings. Public input that we received is that 
October 1 5, 1 991 would be a better date for an election 
because in the Eastern Arctic, especial ly, it gets harder to 
travel and there are storms and things like that. 

As caucus chairman, in late February I had permission from 
caucus to release that date to the public and I did release it. 
The Press Independent d id carry a front page article on it, so 
the public had a lot of opportunity between then and now to 
talk to the Members of the Legislative Assembly if they were 
not happy with that date. I have not heard any concerns 
about that date. With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members 
to support this motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Aivilik. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I support this 
motion that was made by the Member for Tu Nede. I wanted 
to second the motion because I support it. October 1 5th is 
the desired date of my constituents in Nunavut. As Inuit, in 
spring and summer we l ike to go out on the land to go fishing 
or caribou hunting. In the fal l  when it starts getting colder, we 
go back to our community. The last election, Mr. Speaker, 
which was October 1 5th, was a suitable time for us. People 
are back into their communities and there is a better turnout 
in the fal l .  When the people are back in the communities, 
they seem to pay more attention to the election date. It was 
indicated that October 1 5 , 1991 would be the election date, 
and I support this motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Yel lowknife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You are all aware that 
over the last two years there has been considerable debate 
right across this country about the representation of people in 
urban areas and the fact that, perhaps, urban areas are not 
well enough represented. All the al locations, if you like, of the 
seats, are in the less densely populated part of the country. 
Mr. Speaker, I think that recent events have indicated that this 
whole business of how people are represented, and the 
wishes of people in this kind of Assembly, are something that 
we should look at very carefu l ly in terms of the things that 
really matter to people. 

I would l ike Members to note today that the setting of dates 
for an election has real ly not taken into account the specific 
problems that may not be matters of great importance in terms 
of power, but in terms of practicality for those areas that have 
huge urban populations that have specific problems that have 
to be addressed somehow, even though they do not have the 
representation in terms of Members to represent them in an 
Assembly like this. 

I raise this, Mr. Speaker, because these kinds of decisions 
have been made again behind closed doors -- this is what we 
are going to do -- and it  may suit the people in the smaller 
communities to have a date such as has been chosen by 
Members behind these closed doors, but I would like to make 
it a matter of record that the selection of a date by this 
Assembly for the next election cou ld not be worse than it is 
right now for people that live in urban p laces where they have 
to elect a municipal government almost exactly at the same 
time that we have to choose a territorial government. For 
example -- and I just use it as an example because it is not 
just Yel lowknife, it includes Hay River, Fort Smith, lnuvik and 
so on -- I know that this fal l  if we decide to go ahead and 
have an election on October 1 5  we could have, in this city, as 
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many as 25 people al l  seeking election at almost exactly the 
same time. The municipal election is going to be one week 
later, on October 21. 

We al l know how difficult it is to appeal to an electorate when 
all the issues seem to be so confused; when you have people 
talking about the downtown core and the need for sewer and 
water; when they are tal king about garbage, when they are 
talking about tax rates and so on; and then the next guy 
comes along and he is tal king about plebiscites and 
constitutional development and so on. We could have as 
many as 25 people al l  on the streets at the same time in the 
more densely populated areas of the Northwest Territories. 

We are not talking about political power here, Mr. Speaker. 
We are talking about straightforward practical problems that 
matter to urban areas, and I would appeal to Members of this 
Assembly -- although what we have done is going to suit 
those smal l  places that do not have the clash that we do -- we 
are not seeking greater political power. We are satisfied that 
we are represented to deal with the big issues of the day, but 
for practical things like this we are making arrangements that 
are real ly, real ly bad for those urban areas where we have two 
elections going on at exactly the same time. 

For that reason, just like I did yesterday, Mr.  Speaker, I am 
going to move an amendment since I have the microphone, 
with your blessing, Mr. Speaker. 

Motion To Amend Motion 21-91 (1 ) 

I would like to move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South, to add the words 'or before' before the 
words 'August 29', and to add the words "or before' in front 
of the words 'October 1 5, 1991 ". 

MR. SPEAKER: I just want to indicate that the amendment 
is in order. We are having the amendment translated, so we 
will take a five minute break. 

---SHORT RECESS 

I would like to call the House back to order. The motion is in 
order. To the motion. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to have been able to 
change the dates in this particular motion, but I know very 
wel l  that had I tried to do that I would have been ruled out of 
order, because it is very, very clear what the intention of the 
motion is. So I have added an amendment here for specific 
reasons, Mr. Speaker. 

What I am afraid of is that when we leave this place, the 
government can then operate until we dissolve, and that could 
be on August 29. But I would sti l l  like to be free, for the next 
several weeks to be able to cal l Members if, in fact, we feel 
that this election is badly needed and that we should get it 
a little bit sooner, and for that reason the only way I can see 
of amending this particular motion is to make it possible for 
us to move this election up to a more reasonable date. If I 
could convince enough people, over the next several weeks, 
to have that date changed, then this motion would leave it 
open enough so that we could do that and bring whatever 
pressure we could to bear to get that election date established 
sooner than the date that has been proposed by many 
Members, of October 1 5. 

As I have explained already, Mr. Speaker, the date of October 
1 5, which is the preferred date for many of the people from 
the areas outside of urban areas, does not satisfy the large 
number of urban voters throughout the Territories who wil l  be 
faced with elections in exactly the same period of time. 

So for that reason, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Member for Yel lowknife South, to add the words 'or before' 
before the words 'August 29' and to add the words 'or before' 
in front of the words 'October 1 5, 1 991 '. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Yel lowknife South. 

Election Date Not Favourable To Tax-Baaed Communities 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I seconded the 
motion because I want to encourage Members to look at the 
ramifications of the date that has been preferred, October 1 5. 
There is a large concern in that area in spite of what my 
honourable colleague from Tu Nede said. 

There are a good number of people in the tax-based 
communities, not only Yel lowknife. I want to point this out, 
that it is not a Yel lowknife motion. This is a concern that 
covers the majority of tax-based communities, Hay River, Fort 
Smith, Iqaluit, lnuvik, to mention a few, that the dates are so 
close to those of the municipalities, and attached to those 
municipality elections there are also those school board 
elections and things that go along with them. It is going to 
cause much concern to a good number of people. That is the 
reason I want to see consideration given to moving the dates. 
I have always felt that the 1 5th was too close to the 21 st, 
which has been selected by the municipalities al ready, in 
advance of ours. 

But I would have preferred a specific date, Mr. Speaker. I 
would have preferred that we look at a date such as October 
7 or September 30. That is what I would like to do, and this 
amendment wil l  be a step in that direction, to not have the 
1 5th as the carved-in-stone date; and we can, in fact, entertain 
a date earlier, and some of my colleagues agree with me. If 
this is a motion that wil l move that toward a more specific 
date, as I pointed out, October 7 or September 30 -- I am not 
much on amending amendments to amendments, so I will 
support the motion because I believe it is a stepping stone 
toward a change. I am sorry, the 'amendment', because I 
believe it is the stepping stone toward setting a date other 
than the 1 5th, in advance of the 1 5th. I would like to see a 
date, for example, October 7. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. To the motion. The 
honourable Member for Kival livik. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I wil l  not be supporting the amendment. While I am 
not unsympathetic to some of the concerns of my honourable 
colleagues from Yel lowknife, the fact is, Mr. Speaker, that 
setting a date for a territorial election has always been a 
difficult problem, principal ly, because of weather; and the. best 
time to have an election is the time when we can be sure that 
most people are in the communities, because obviously, with 
the summer being a very short season in some parts of the 
North, people like to utilize as much as possible the best 
weather for hunting and for going out. 

October 1 5  is a compromise. It is roughly the average best 
time. When freeze-up is occurring in most places, when the 
weather is likely to be at its worst, that is the best time 
because most people are usually home in their communities. 
I think that is one factor. 

The second factor, obviously, is that in the tax-based, 
communities the Members do not have to worry abou1, for 
example, in an election campaign, weather,or travel l ing. For 
most of the candidates in the outlying areas, weather can 
become a .major factor, particularly during the campaign, and 
it is not unusual for weather to be out and Members to be 
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delayed. 

I think also, Mr. Speaker, to pass this amendment would really 
leave a cloud of uncertainty in the general public as to when 
the territorial election is going to be, and I do not think that is 
fair, because there are many people who have to make 
arrangements well ahead of time if they are going to be 
candidates in the election. Many people have to take time off 
work, put their personal affairs in order, and I think it is 
incumbent upon us, when we leave here, to be able to inform 
the general public as to the definite date of the territorial 
election, because unlike in the tax-based communities, there 
are many dozens of candidates who have to be concerned. 

The other factor, Mr. Speaker, quite frankly, is that there is a 
mechanism in place so that if the concern is valid enough 
among the tax-based municipalities, they can go to the 
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs and, because of 
the special c i rcumstances, request that the tax-based elections 
be put back.  That mechanism is there; so if in fact it was a 
valid concern - and quite frankly I have not heard the concern 
expressed; it is the first time that I have heard this issue raised 
-- but if there are some tax-based municipalities, because I do 
not know if all tax-based municipalities would be affected, but 
if there are some tax-based ones who feel that it is too close 
to the territorial election, they can request of the Minister to 
move their election back a week or two. 

The mechanism is in place to satisfy the tax-based 
municipalities and take care of their concerns. For that 
reason, Mr. Speaker, I will not be supporting the amendment 
and I will be supporting the motion, 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Deh Cho. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I 
wanted to speak in favour of the motion -- basically the 
position with regard to the amendment, I am sorry. Is that 
definitely August 1 5  for election to be held? It is okay with 
me. But I also have a bit of concern for the Members here 
that make priorities with regard to hunting and fish ing as a 
basis for an election to be called, 

My f i rst priority is not to myself, Mr. Speaker. I would l ike to 
do a lot of traditional activities myself, but I take this job quite 
seriously and I also consider that on behalf of my constituents. 
So although I am a very traditional person and do l ike hunting 
and fish ing , I have never allowed that to stop me from 
expressing the word of my constituency. The other th ing, Mr. 
Chairman, I believe 1 7  Members in this Assembly have made 
priorities with regard to official languages, and I think in order 
to deal with that priority as soon as possible, perhaps they 
would support an earlier election . .  , 

--Laughter 

. . .  in order to accommodate their aspi rations. For this reason, 
Mr. Speaker, I support this motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Tu Neda. To the amendment. 

No Confusion Seen For Election Time 

M R. MORIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will not be 
supporting the amendment. I have been in and out of 
Yellowknife for the past four  years. I have met a lot of people 
here and they seem fairly intelligent, the people that I did 
meet. Normally in an election you would say, "Brian Lewis for 
MLA' or 'Brian Lewis for mayor' or 'Brian Lewis for councillor' . 
I am sure the people that I know in Yellowknife know the 
difference between those three positions. 

--Laughter 

I do not see any mass confusion out there. The responsibility 
of the Members of the Legislative Assembly is to set an 
election date so the majority of the people can get to the 
polls, not because you are going to confuse an election issue 
in a municipality. You want the people to come out and vote. 
I know that October 1 5  is a good date for my area in my 
region. It is after the moose hunt. It is before the trappers go 
into the bush. It is not because I am out hunting moose or 
going out trapping. It is not for me. It is for the voters. I 
think that Members of the Assembly should vote · against this 
amendment and stick to the date they set in caucus. There 
is plenty of time for a public input. I, l ike Mr. Wray, did not 
hear any concerns from anyone about the date. The date is 
going to be October 1 5, if Members pass the motion, and that 
way the majority of the constituents can get to the voting poll. 
They will not be out on the land. Members, whoever they 
may be, that are campaigning will not get weathered in for 
weeks at a time because we have put it off, or whatever. With 
that, Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to vote against this 
amendment. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. The 
honourable Member for Pine Point. 

MR. McLAUG HLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 
speak against this amendment. If there had been a motion 
which would have been in order, because the motion is to call 
for a dissolution, and the date could have been amended by 
an amendment, but was not, then there would have been a 
set time, and I could possibly support a motion that named a 
specific date so that all candidates who want to seek- · office 
could put their  affairs in order, could plan when they are 
going to run, when they are going to have to ask their 
employers to take leave of absence, et cetera. I am basically 
against this amendment. I think it is only fai r  to the general 
public and other  people who are offering themselves for the 
positions in this House to know exactly when the election is 
going to be. If we do th is, if we approve this amendment, 
what we will be doing is allowing the 24 caucus Members, 
between now and when dissolution is called, to have a caucus 
meeting behind closed doors to figure out when the election 
is going to be, and I am against doing that on something of 
such great inte rest to the general public. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Aivilik. 

MR. ERNERK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to not support 
the amendment. Mr. Speaker, in my home town of Rankin 
Inlet I have seen a number of elections for public offices 
taking place together all at the same time. I have seen, for 
instance, education elections, municipal elections, housing 
elections, Keewatin Inuit Association elections, taking place all 
at the same time. I have never seen any confusion on the 
part of the people who go to vote at these elections. Matter 
of fact, Mr. Speaker, when these elections are held together, 
for example, more people go out to vote. Mr. Speaker, 
whenever I stand in this House, I try to stand up as coming 
from the Aivili k constituency. I am going to be supporting the 
main motion, but not the amendment. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the amendment. The honourable 
Member for Amittuq. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, too, 
will not be supporting this amendment to the motion. In my 
community, as the other Members have stated earlier, my 
people will be going out to do traditional activities which 
started about a month ago and will be out on their hunting 
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g rounds, on their  traditional g rounds, probably unti l  the end 
of September. I t  is  qu ite d ifficu lt this t ime of year to have 
commun ity meetings and commun ity e lections that could be 
tru ly representative of the community. I wou ld also agree that 
we should be clear to the publ ic when the general e lection is 
going to take place for the Territorial Leg islative Assembly .  

Ability To Vote A Fundamental Right 

It is important for al l  people throughout the Northwest 
Territories to vote . In my area· when people go out voting for 
either mun icipal counci l ,  education counci l ,  h unters and 
trappers, there is generally very h igh turnout to vote. I bel ieve 
it is their fundamental r ight to vote, especial ly on territorial 
e lections, and we should accommodate them while they are 
in  the commun ity . The people of my costituency will be in 
their commun ities starting the end of September til l probably 
the end of October, whi le the ice is forming .  As soon as the 
ice is formed,  then they are out again on their hunt ing 
grounds. I be l ieve that i f  we al low an ear ly e lection, we wi l l  
deny, at least in  my constituency, some of the people who 
are very interested and not able to come back to their  
commun ity and vote in a very important election. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  To the motion. The honourable 
Member for Baffin Central . 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you,  Mr .  Speaker. The 
main motion,  I wi l l  be supporting.  However, the amendment 
that is now being proposed is not getting my support. The 
comments that were made j ust before me  were absol utely true 
regard ing our constituents. I th ink that the main motion wil l  
be the best thing for me. I think the Member for Yel lowkn ife 

_ Centre is more concerned about his own personal problems. 
I th ink  we should be more concerned about the smal ler 
communities where it is harder for them to come to the po l l ing 
stations. I t  is going to be up to you.  We should not be 
concerned about the other e lections that wi l l  be happening 
du ring th is t ime. I th ink we are making a decision for the 
Legislative Assemb ly, for ourse lves, and I do not th ink we 
should be too concerned about other e lections. That is not an 
issue here. We have to make decisions that affect the publ ic 
much more than ourselves. I th ink the e lection day being 
proposed in the motion is most convenient to the residents of 
the Baffin Region.  Mr. Speaker, I wi l l  not be supporting the 
amendment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Member for Rae-Lac la Martre. 
To the amendment. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Speaker, I wi l l  be more specific. By passing 
this amendment it  g ives the Governor in  Counci l  d iscretion as 
to when the e lection should be cal led.  I do not th ink that we 
should let the Governor in Council have that d iscretion.  That 
d iscretion shou ld be with the Legislative Assembly.  If this 
amendment is passed, the Governor in  Council wil l most l i kely 
go back to our government, the Executive Counci l ,  and 
request a specific date. For those reasons I cannot support 
this amendment because that g ives the Executive Counci l  the 
r ight to recommend a specific date to the Governor in Counci l .  
The main motion •· I agree with having a specific date with in 
the main motion,  but that is not my preference, either. So for 
the amendment that is being proposed, I cannot support it. 

Motion To Amend Motion 21 ·91 (1), Defeated 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Question has been cal led. 
To the amendment. Al l  those in  favour? Opposed, if any? 
The amendment is defeated . 

•·•Defeated 

To the motion. Honourable Member for Ye l lowknife South. 

Motion To Amend Motion 21 -91 (1 ) 

MR. WHITFORD: I wou ld  l i ke  to make an amendment to the 
motion. I move that we amend the motion to amend the dates 
that are specified in the main motion, to read 'August 22th' 
instead of 'August 29th' and instead of 'October 1 5th' to read 
'October 7'. 

MR. SPEAKER: I requ i re a copy of the amendment and the 
exact dates. I will take a five minute break. 

-SHORT RECESS 

Thank you.  I would l ike to cal l  the House back to order. For 
the record, I shal l read the amendment: I move, seconded by 
the Member for Yel lowknife Centre, to amend the motion by 
changing the dates from August 29, 1 991 , to August 22, 1 991 ; 
and from October 1 5, 1 991 , to October 7, 1 991 . That is the 
amendment as proposed by the honourable Member for 
Yel lowknife South . The amendment is in order. To the 
amendment. The honourable Member for Yel lowknife South. 

Problems Forseen For Tax-Based Municipalities 

MR. WHITFORD: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. I realize that a lot 
has been said on this issue already, and some of my 
col leag ues said that probably too much has been said on it, 
b ut, Mr. Speaker, when democracy is at stake you cannot. say 
too much about it. I make th is move because of the prob lems 
that I foresee .  I realize that it may not be as large a problem 
i n  some of the areas, but what I am doing by this motion is 
appealing to the good judgment of the other  Members. They 
have said that they are not too concerned with what happens 
in Yel lowknife. It is not on ly in Yel lowknife. This is happen ing 
e lsewhere, and I do not th ink  that this is  an anti-Ye l lowkn ife 
vote, but what I am say ing is that there are foreseeable 
problems with the dates, and I am try ing to remedy these here 
in a democratic way. I have lobbied and I have put forward 
the problems. I have put forward some of the positive parts 
of making a motion to move this ahead from the 1 5th. I have 
said i n  caucus and I have said here on the floor, some of the 
problems that are foreseen  by the tax-based municipal ities. 
I realize that some of the Members have made up their  m inds 
al ready , and they will not change come hell or  h igh water, but 
I am appeal ing to them to look at these possib le problems 
and try to accommodate us j ust as much,  Mr .  Speaker, as this 
Member is on record for supporting many of the requests by 
smal l commun ities for things that are of no consequence to us 
here ,  but to show the faith i n  the system that we can, through 
consensus, come to some agreement. Th is  is  what I am 
doing now; I am seeking the consensus of  the other smal ler  
communities to assist us in a foreseeable problem,  Mr.  
Speaker. With that, I wi l l  leave it to your good judgment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. The 
honourable Member for Yel lowknife Centre. 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I support this 
amendment because I have already explained i n  some detai l  
why I bel ieve that a more reasonable gap should exist 
between two election campaigns in urban areas, which are the 
h igh ly populated part of the Northwest Territor ies. I have 
already mentioned names of some of the places that wil l  have 
a problem of having pieces of paper all over the c ity , pieces 
of paper coming under the doors that people are going to be 
expected to read, and for that reason •· i t  is not a question of 
whether they know who you are or what you are do ing ,  but 
the simple fact is that when you have 25 people all doing the 
same k ind of work at the same t ime, then you have a 
tremendous pressure on people. I am not th ink ing about 
myself, M r. Speaker, because I have no fears; even if I am 
defeated in the next e lection ,  then the people that I represent 
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right now would be very well represented by a superior 
ind ividual. So  I have no fear about that. 

What I am really concerned about is people who are going to 
be bombarded by as many as 25 people putting up signs, 
going door to door, publishing stuff. You are going to have 
problems getting stuff because the presses can only do so 
much work at a certain time. I have seen e lections in many 
places in the Territories, and they are a lot different in Hay 
River, Yellowknife or Fort Smith than they are, for example, in 
Cape Dorset. I know that they are different. You are going 
to find such a pressure on the demands of people to get 
things done at that time, that if you have as many as 25 
people having an election taking place at the same time, then 
it will be unfair, in my opinion, to people - not unfai r to 
candidates - unfair to people because you are bombarding 
them with so much stuff at exactly the same time, and we 
should try to separate the issues by at least a couple of 
weeks, not just one week. Thank you, 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. The 
honourable Member for Slave River. 

HON. JEANNIE MARIE-JEWELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I fully support the amendment put forward, and I support it 

because of a couple of things. One is recognizing the fact 
that municipalities do have the right to advise or request the 
Minister of Mun icipal and Community Affairs to change the 
voting date, which will allow for the time frame to be 
separated. I think  this is our concern here. I bel ieve there are 
many communities that feel that the voting date for the 
territorial e lection comes one week prior to the voting date of 
the municipal election. They do not feel that one week is 
sufficient time. I have to agree with that. 

I have a concern, that even though municipal ities can request 
that these dates be changed, we decided upon a territorial 
voting date knowing that municipalities were to go to the polls 
on October 21 . We knew that. The concern I have is that in 
any election you have a lot of individuals that work, whether 
it be for municipal elections, territorial e lections, divisional 
board or local education authority e lections, whatever elections 
there may be in a community, and I think you are going to 
request at the same time, within a one-week time period, the 
use of these people in you r  community. You are going to be 
asking a lot of certain individuals that are always helping with 
the process of e lections. I think that is total ly unfair . Having 
to ask the Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs to 
change the dates for municipal elections when we knew that 
municipal elections were on October 21 , I think, is unfair. 

Therefore, with that, with respect to my constituency, with 
respect to constituencies across the North that have to deal 
with municipal elections on October 21 , I would ask the 
Members to consider, in all fairness, giving them at least two 
weeks in between voting dates, to give them some time to be 
able to feel not so rushed, to feel not so pressured, and at 
least look at their time frame. With that, Mr. Speaker, I u rge 
the Members to take that into consideration, and I advise the 
Members that I will be voting for the amendment. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. The 
honourable Member for Deh Cho. 

M R. GARGAN: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. I, too, wi l l  be in 
support of the amendment. It does give a definite date so 
that we are not leaving members of our constituencies with 
unpredictable dates, I have also asked myself as many 
members of my constituency do have activities which are 
interrupted due  to elections. Members have also to remember 
that after d isclosure and before an election, there are 20 days 
for nomination ; you also have 45 days which your 
constituency has in order to p lan for the day of polling, which 

in this case, if It was October 7,  then they know exactly what 
day it is. 

The other option they also have is with regard to advanced 
poll ing. The third option they also have is with regard to 
p roxies. I am not restricting anybody from exercising their 
democratic right. Having it one week earlier sounds good to 
me, and I do not th ink it should affect anybody with regard to 
exercising their democratic right, because they do have a 
variety of options. Thank you. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member for 
Pine Point. 

M R. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will be voting 
in favour of the amendment. I would like to thank the 
Member from Yel lowknife South for putting forward a clear-cut 
date that you can vote for. I was not in favour of October 1 5  
original ly because it was too close to municipal elections, so 
I am in favour of this. Thank you. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. The 
honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just 
wanted to speak briefly to the amendment. I represent a tax
based municipality and I have listened carefully to the 
concerns Members for Yel lowknife have expressed. I t seems 
to me, Mr. Speaker, that if it is an issue, and it has not arisen 
as an issue in my constituency yet, but if it is an issue, and 
since it is an issue in Yel lowknife, I would draw the attention 
of the honourable Members to section 21 0 of the Cities, 
Towns and Vil lages Act which permits the Minister, by order, 
to vary the time required by this act for the doing of anything 
whether the time has passed or not, where the thing cannot 
or has not been done. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that there is a mechanism to deal 
with the Members' concerns without applying a solution 
territories-wide which may wel l  not be appropriate for the 
majority of the constituencies represented here. Mr. Speaker, 
this is a solution I wil l  draw to the attention of the council and 
mayor of the municipality of Iqaluit, and I would recommend 
that to other Members who have concerns. Therefore, I do 
not think, for me, it is necessary to support this amendment 
because I think this concern can be dealt with in that matter 
pursuant to section 21 0 of the Cities, Towns and Villages Act. 
I do understand, Mr. Speaker, that this matter has been fai rly 
well discussed by Members and I believe a clear majority of 
Members feel that, given al l  the factors, this is probably the 
best time, and I respect that majority view. Thank you. 

Motion To Amend Motion 21 -91 (1 ), Defeated 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. Final remarks. 
The honourable Member for Yellowknife South. To the motion 
or to the amendment. To the amendment. All those in 
favour? Al l  those opposed? The amendment is defeated. 

---Defeated 

Motion 21 -91 (1 ), Carried 

To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried . 

---Carried 

---Applause 
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Item 1 5, first reading of bills. The honourable Member for 
Iqaluit. 

ITEM 1 5: FIRST READING OF BILLS 

First Reading Of Bill 40: Public Service Act 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Amittuq, that Bill 40, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, 
be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Motion is in order. To the 
motion. Question has been called. All those in favour? All 
those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 40 has had first reading. First reading of bills. The 
honourable Member for Amittuq. 

First Reading Of Bil l 45: Wildlife Conservation Act 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by 
honourable Member for Nunakput, that Bill 45, Wildlife 
Conservation Act, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Motion is in order. To the 
motion. Question has been called. All those in favour? All 
those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 45 has had first reading. Item 1 6, second reading of bills. 
The honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

ITEM 1 6: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

Second Reading Of Bill 39: Certified General 
Accountants' Association Act 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
lnuvik, that Bill 39, An Act to Amend the Certified General 
Accountants' Association Act, be read for the second time. 
The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Certified 
General Accountants' Association Act to specify that a registrar 
shall be appointed; to remove the requirement that the 
Commissioner approve the Association's by-laws; to set out 
the details to be entered by the registrar respecting each 
member;  and that the members may perform audits. Thank 
you 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. Motion is in order. To the 
principle of the bill. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 39 has had second reading. Second reading of bills. The 
honourable Member for Iqaluit. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I 
might seek consent to give second reading to An Act to 
Amend the Public Service Act, Bill 40. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. Consent has been sought  to 
give second reading to Bill 40. Are there any nays? I hear 

two nays. Consent is not given. Second reading of bills. 
The honourable Member for Amittuq. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Speaker, I seek consent to do 
a second reading of Bill 45, Wildlife Conservation Act, to be 
read for the second time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Consent has been sought to 
give second reading to Bill 45. Are there any nays? I hear 
two nays. Consent is not given. 

Item 1 7, consideration in committee of whole of bills and other 
matters: Bills 42, 44, and 39, with Mr. Gargan in the chair. 

ITEM 1 7: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE 
WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : The committee will come to order. 
We have three bills in committee of the whole: Bill 42, 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act; Bill 44, Access to 
Information Act; and Bill 39, Certified General Accountants' 
Association Act. M r. Allooloo, what is the wish of the House? 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 
government wishes to proceed with Bill 42, Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Does the committee 
agree that we proceed with Bill 42? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

Bill 42: Agrlcultural Products Marketing Act 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Mr. Wray, do you 
wish to make your opening statement? 

Minister's Opening Remarks 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am 
pleased to introduce this bill to the committee. The legislation 
lays the groundwork to achieve a number of objectives which 
the government set out in its economic strategy. One of these 
objectives was to expand and develop a more diversified 
economic base. To achieve this objective, the department has 
examined those industries and institutions which we could take 
advantage of and integrate into the national economy. One 
such industry is agriculture, which is very broad in scope and 
is evident in every province in the country. The agricultural 
industry is one of the key sectors of the national economy; 
however, it is also one of the most regulated industries in the 
country. 

These regulations relate to the guaranteed supply of product 
to the marketplace while at the same time ensuring reasonable 
rates are returned to producers. Regulations apply to the flow 
of goods between provinces and countries. These regulations 
are implemented through a series of federal/provincial regimes 
established through accepted plans involving both federal and 
provincial governments. They have been developed to advise, 
oversee and ensure the viability of the agricultural industry. 
Put simply, Mr. Chairman, federal and provincial governments 
regulate the volume of products to be introduced into the 
marketplace. 

In summary, what has just been described is a 
federal/provincial supply management regime. The purpose 
behind the Agricultural Products Marketing Act is establishing 
the means here in the NWT to allow this government to create 
the necessary agencies to integrate into the federal/provincial 
program. Our agricultural industry in the NWT is in its infancy 
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and l imited primari ly to the South Slave region. Consultation 
with industry and federal/provincial councils and boards is wel l  
under way. The amendments to the federal legislation 
requ i red to inc lude the NWT are now in c ircu lation to a l l  
provinces. If these amendments are agreed to by al l  
prov inces, then the NWT wil l  have quotas as well  as an equal 
voice as a signatory to the overa l l  plans. In practical terms, 
inclusion in the plans also al lows the NWT access to markets 
outs ide the NWT for products, which is currently prohibited 
throug h  these same plans. 

The legislation before you today has been changed 
significantly, as requested by the standing committee on 
legis lation. We have specifical ly reduced the agency structure. 
We have amended the definition of 'producers' . We have 
agreed to review in one year after the national agency review 
is completed, and we have removed authority from the 
Minister and placed it with the Legislature to designate an 
agricu ltural product. We have also agreed to l imit al location 
of q uotas to producers for a predetermined time, and 
amendments will allow us to set the period. We wi l l  provide 
al lowance for publ ic input, and we will include a provision for 
an annual report. Mr. Chai rman, I am confident that we have 
met the vast majority of the standing committee on 
legis lation's request. 

In summary, Mr. Speaker, this legislation is critical to the 
development of what I foresee as an increasingly important 
secto r  of the NWT economy. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Standing committee 
on legislation chairman, Mr. Mclaughlin. 

Comments From The Standing Committee On Legislation 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am 
prepared to read the standing committee's comments on the 
bill. It is fair ly lengthy, but there are qu ite a few issues at 
stake. There were many hours of d iscussion between the 
committee and the Minister on this bi l l .  Mr. Chai rperson, the 
standing committee on legislation considered the proposed 
Agricu ltural Products Marketing Act since it was tabled earlier 
in  the eighth session. Public hearings in this review were held 
in Hay River on May 1 3, 1 991 and Yel lowkn ife on May 1 4, 
1 991 . The standing committee was impressed with both the 
number and qual ity of the excellent presentations received 
both from agricultural organizations and from private citizens. 
The standing committee also met to review the bill on June 22 
and again on June 24. Members appreciated the attention 
paid to the presentation of this bill by the Minister of 
Economic Development and Tourism, the Hon. Gordon Wray, 
and also officials in the di rectorate and natural resources 
division of his department, several of whom made themselves 
avai lable for each of the committee meetings and additional 
consultation with our staff. 

During the review of this bi l l ,  Members of the standing 
committee on legislation were provided with an opportunity to 
tour  several wel l-run agricultural ventures in the town of Hay 
River. This enhanced our understanding of the agricultural 
business and al lowed us to gain a ful ler appreciation of the 
rationale for the proposed legislation. I am certain that the 
stand ing committee joins me in thanking Mr. John Pollard, 
MLA for Hay River; the Town Counci l  and the good people of 
that community for acting as our hosts. During the review of 
th is b i l l ,  the stand ing committee also had the benefit of advice 
from the special adviser, Dr. Michele Veeman of the 
Department of Rural  Economy at the University of Alberta. 

Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve that the standing committee's review 
of this b i l l  was lengthy and comprehensive. Members listened 
closely to the input from publ ic presentations, and in turn, 
requested the Minister to make specific changes in the bill. 

The standing committee noted that the init ial scope of this bill 
was extremely broad. It would have been possible to 
designate a wide range of items as agricultural p roducts. The 
Minister, upon the recommendation of the Minister responsible 
for the Wi ldlife Act, would have been able to designate 
products from wildl ife species as agricultu ral products to be 
regulated under this act. The standing committee disagreed 
with this principle. it requested that products regulated under 
this act should be l imited to eggs, ch ickens and tu rkeys. 
These are the products which at the present time are best 
available in terms of producer infrastructure and established 
markets. They are the only products which need to be 
included in an act of this type at the present time. The 
Minister has agreed to make this change, and provisions of 
this bill are now l imited to the three products listed in the 
definitions section of this act. 

The standing committee on legislation was also concerned 
about the framework for marketing agencies proposed in the 
initial version of this bill. Members cautioned the Minister 
against establ ishing an agricultural products marketing council 
and producer boards with large membership requi rements. 
The Minister agreed to reduce the membersh ip of the counc il. 
Now the council will consist of th ree to seven members, which 
is an improvement, although the committee recommended a 
membership of between th ree and five. 

The Minister has also made a commitment to further examine 
allowable agency formats under national legislation which 
deals with agricultural marketing. Perhaps the most significant 
aspect of our review of the agency framework, however, was 
the Minister's will ingness to consider a motion which 
recommended that aboriginal .people comprise at least 50 per 
cent of the membership of any marketing agency established 
under the act. 

The standing committee felt strongly that it was important to 
ensure publ ic accountability where decisions are being made 
about the regulation of agricultu ral products. For this reason, 
the standing committee recommended that public meetings 
should be held when proposed marketing plans are under 
review. As well, the committee recommended that the Minister 
should place an annual report on the operations of the council 
and producer boards before the Legislative Assembly. I am 
pleased to comment that in both cases the Minister has 
agreed to make these revisions. 

Problem Of Supply Management 

By far the most common complaint we heard about this bill 
during the standing committee's public hearings dealt with the 
matter of supply management. Presentations frequently 
critic ized the concepts of fixed prices and marketing quotas. 
It was clear that the public was uncertain about the 
implications of these marketing systems on product prices in 
the Northwest Territories. There was even greater concern that 
by al locating quotas at the present time it might prove difficult 
for other producers to get into the market at a later time. It 
was that point, the fact that quotas could lock out other 
potential producers, which caused the standing committee to 
struggle with this bill, but that was where the dilemma arose. 

In order for Hay River egg and poultry producers to marl<et 
their products in southern Canada, it is necessary that the 
Northwest Territories be part of the national marketing system, 
and that would require that we adopt a supply management 
program, including quotas. The standing committee 
recommended a unique and rather innovative approach to 
resolve this problem. It recommended that the Minister revise 
the bill to allow quota allocations which would be renewed 
after a period of time. That would mean that even if a quota 
was given out now, the council could place a spec ific time 
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frame on its al location. After that term, the counci l  could 
again consider its decision for giving out a quota. 

The length of time for the allocation would l ikely depend on 
the nature of the agricultural product to be regulated. This 
would al low new members, perhaps in other regions, to 
become involved in agricultural production. The standing 
committee was of the opinion that this recommendation would 
represent a major improvement in the proposed act and go a 
long way toward al leviating the concerns of persons who 
opposed the bill during our publ ic hearings. 

I am, again, pleased to report that the Minister gave due 
consideration to the standing committee's recommendation in 
this area and has made the legislative revisions that al low a 
system of renewable quotas. 

With these comments, Mr. Chairperson, I wish to advise the 
committee of the whole that on June 24 a decision was made 
to recommend this b i l l  to the House. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. 
What is the committee's wish? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Clause by clause. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause by clause. Bi l l  42, 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act. Clause 1 ,  definitions. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 2, proposal for the 
establishment of a p lan. Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, in the definition of 'agricultural 
product'. It is specific to three items. Could I ask why it is 
l imited to these three specific items? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Because the standing committee on 
legislation wanted it that way. That is why. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. Zoe. 

Definition "Agricultural Product" 

MR. ZOE: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, in my view, passing this type 
of legislation, I would assume that any type of agricultural 
product should be identified, not being so specific to three 
items. That means if someone, a person or a group, wants to 
get into marketing some agricultural product other than what 
is specified here, they cannot do it unless we amend the 
definition of the act. Why was that consideration taken, 
sought into? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Zoe. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. The 
chairman of the standing committee on legislation read out the 
reasons in his report to the committee. However, since there 
are going to be some questions, I perhaps should, f irst of al l ,  
start by bringing in witnesses. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Does the committee 
agree that the Minister brings in his witnesses? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. Minister, you 
may bring in your witnesses. For the record Mr. Minister, 
would you introduce the witness? 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you. I have with me Mr. 
Dwight Noseworthy, deputy minister, Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism; Mr. Peter Al len, assistant deputy 
minister, Department of Economic Development and Tourism; 
and Mr. Mi les Pepper, director of legislation d ivision. 

Mr. Chairman, in answer to the Member's question. In the 
original draft of the b i l l  we had requested that designating a 
product as an agricultural product be done through regulation, 
which would have been a mechanism that would al low that as 
a request came in, and the request was considered to be 
valid, we could do it through regulation. The standing 
committee on legislation resisted this idea. They were not 
happy with it, and as such we consented to their request and 
specified only eggs, chickens and turkeys, at their request. 
And yes, it does mean that I wi l l  have to amend legislation to 
add another product to the legislation. The reasons that the 
standing committee had were varied, and I bel ieve the acting 
chairman stated those reasons when he was reading his report 
to the committee. But it was not the original intention of the 
government to do it this way. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. Whitford. 

MR. WHITFORD: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the answer. 
was not aware that a request had been made to have this 
done by regulation. It is very narrow in scope when you 
consider there are only two places in the North that actual ly 
produce eggs and chickens. We do not have any turkeys yet. 

---Laughter 

Ones that are marketable. There might be a few in this 
Legislative Assembly. I withdraw that nasty remark, Mr. 
Chairman. But seriously, it seems fairly l imited because for 
years there are people who have tried to grow grain and 
potatoes and carrots and a number of other vegetables, and 
heaven forbid, we may even end up with beef cattle here one 
of these days. But it seems fairly restrictive to narrow it to 
those three, especially with one commodity that we do not 
even have, the turkeys. But we have pigs. They are going 
to be raising pigs in Hay River shortly. I do not know why 
that was not included here, unless it comes under a different 
marketing title. 

It seems fairly broad and fairly cumbersome to go back to 
legislation every time you want to make an amendment to 
include something else. It wi l l  be oats today and barley 
tomorrow, and pigs wi l l  eventual ly creep into this scenario, Mr. 
Chai rman. So it seems fairly restrictive, and I do not 
understand the reasons behind it. Maybe there is a legal 
reason and maybe a more fundamental reason than that, but 
it seems so restrictive. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: This is rather difficult for me 
because the Members are making the arguments I made in 
the standing committee. We are doing this because the 
standing committee requested us to do it. Again, it is d ifficult 
for me to try and give the reasons behind the standing 
committee's thinking, because I am not on the standing 
committee. But I bel ieve the feel ing was that the standing 
committee would l ike to see the power rest with the 
Legislature, not the Minister. I was obviously arguing the 
other way around. But it looked as though I was not going 
anywhere, so I changed the b i l l  to comply with the standing 
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committee's request. 

I guess the feeling was that eggs, chickens and turkeys are 
the only products that we produce today that are subject to 
i nterprovincial trade and therefore to the regulation at the 
national level .  We can regulate with in our own borders, but 
I guess that was the reasoning because that is all we have 
right now. They were not qu ite trusting enough of the 
government to give them carte blanche power to designate a 
product, so they wanted it to rest with the Legislature. 

I know I am sort of arguing on both sides here, but it is a l ittle 
bit d ifficult for me. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Whitford. 

MR. WHITFORD: I guess this is one time I wish the 
committee had agreed w ith the Minister. I thought pigs were 
also under a marketing board. They are not i nterprovincially 
control led, so we can grow as many as we want. Can we 
market them outside of the Territories, and i nside the 
Territories without any quota restrictions? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Min ister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Yes, Mr. Chairman. They are 
regulated with in  the jurisdiction,  but there is no national 
marketing agency that regulates the sale between jurisd ictions, 
so we can raise as many as we want and ship out as many 
as we want to wherever there is a market. In  fact, I am 
advised we are doing it now. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Clause 2, proposal 
for the establ ishment of a plan. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 3, acceptance or rejection 
of proposal. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 4 ,  written reasons for 
rejection. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 5, l ist of producers.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 8, appeal to cou nc i l .  
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 9,  stay of decision. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

--Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : C lause 1 0, powers of counci l  on 
appeal . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 1 ,  counc i l .  Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 2 , appointment of 
members of a producer board. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ag reed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 3, chai rperson .  Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS: Ag reed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 4, meetings of the 
agency. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 5 , quorum.  Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Agreed? CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 6 , assistance of publ ic  
service. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 6, recommendation to 
Minister. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 7, regu lations estab l ishing 
a plan. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-Agreed 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 7 , confidential ity. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 1 8, no l iab i l ity.  Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 1 9, appointment of 
inspectors. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 20, inspection. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 21 , vehicle to stop. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 22, dwelling-house. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 23, warrant to search. 

those who would examine the procedures and paperwork? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): We are back to clause 1 9  now. 
Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 
responsibility for inspection of food and food products, such 
as meat or chicken, is the responsibility of Agricu lture Canada. 
So they are responsible for those types of inspections. The 
inspectors we are talking about are the ones who inspect the 
conducting of the business , the books and things like that. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Just to remind the Members that 
when we go back to clauses like this, for the courtesy of other 
Members, the Members should get consent to go bac k  to a 
certain c lause. I would think the Members would have done 
their homework so they are prepared with the questions, as 
opposed to trying to read whi le we are going c lause by 
clause. Mr. Whitford. 

MR. W HITFORD: I thought I heard what you said, but I do 
have an awfu l  lot of work, Mr. Chairman, and it is not always 
possible to read everything, and if I go back  over something 
I would like to have the prerogative of asking a question if 
something catches my attention. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Your point is well 
taken. 

Agreed? ---Laughter 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 24, powers of inspector. 
Agreed? Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman ,  you are way ahead of me. 
Dwelling-house -- I question in regard to the inspector entering 
a dwelling-house. Can I get an explanation? I can 
understand the inspector going into the place of business 
where they produce eggs, or raise chickens, or where their 
office is, but why would an inspector go into the individual's 
house with a search warrant and stuff unless maybe the office 
is located in his own private home? Is that the reason why it 
is in there? I would assume that this type of business would 
have its office on the premises where they are producing eggs 
or where the chickens are. They are very limited places. I 
think there are only one or two in the Territories, currently. 
Can I get an explanation? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. Clause 22, please. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you. The section is very 
specific. An inspector may not enter a dwelling-house unless 
he has consent or is authorized by warrant. For example, a 
lot of farms do not have offices. You could have people 
selling products like eggs and stuff like that out of a house. 
There is, at times, business transacted out of a private house, 
but it is very restrictive as to when you can do it. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. Whitford, is it 
clause 22, also? 

MR. WHITFORD: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just 
wanted to back up a bit. As Mr. Zoe said, you went a bit too 
far ahead of me there. When it comes to the appointment of 
inspectors, are we talking inspectors that wil l  inspect books 
and records and procedures, or are we talking people that wil l 
be doing the actual examination of eggs, chickens and 
turkeys? Is this a kind of meat inspector we are talking about 
here, produce inspector, or are we talking inspector such as 

We are on clause 23, warrant to search. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 24, powers of inspector. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): 
inspectors. Agreed? 

Clause 25, assistance to 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 26, offences. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 27, punishment. Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: On c lause 27, punishment, this type of punishment 
specified in clause 7, is it similar to the ones that are in the 
southern jurisdictions' legislation? Are we lower or higher than 
other jurisdictions? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: This is the same as the punishment 
clauses in the South. In fact, I think this is the same as 
Alberta. I could not swear to it, but I am pretty sure it is the 
same. But it is definitely not much higher than the provinces 
and probably, in some cases, lower. It is similar. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Clause 27. Mr. Lewis. 
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MR. LEWIS: We have a couple of government people in their 
seats but we do not have a quorum to deal with an important 
piece of legislation. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : The lack of a quorum is 
recognized. Would the Clerk please ring the bel l? I 
recognize a quorum .  

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Point of order. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Al looloo, you r  point of order. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Mr. Chairman, I would l ike to 
move that we extend sitting hou rs to conclude this item. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Al looloo, this is not a point of 
order. The Chair recognizes you. You have the floor. 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you. Since this legislation 
is very important, I move that the committee extend the sitting 
hours to conclude this bill. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Al looloo, your motion is in 
order. To the motion. 

AN HON. M EMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Question is being called. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried. 

--Carried 

The committee wi l l  sit unti l  this bill is concluded. 

Clause 27, punishment, Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 28, continu ing offence. 
Mr. Zoe. 

M R. ZOE:  Mr. Chairman, under 'continu ing offence", my 
interpretation of this particular clause is that every time an 
individual or business breaks the law, every day that he does 
not pay or ignores it, there is a separate offence committed. 
Could I ask why this particular clause is in there? I do not 
quite understand. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr. Chairman, there are two 
reasons. An individual or a corporation may be sell ing a 
product or conducting operations and is ordered to cease 
operations or to cease sel l ing the product. I guess it is the 
feeling that every day that individual continues to break the 
law should be treated as a separate offence. I think, more 
importantly, particularly with some of the larger producers, 
given the scope of the fine, it may be cheaper for the 
corporation to continue to break the law every day and pay 
the fine as opposed to ceasing operations. If there were just 
a fine, for example, of one thousand dollars, it may be 
cheaper to break the law, so this is to discourage people 
staying in operation and essential ly incorporating an initial fine 
as part of doing business. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, I understand what the Minister is 
saying, but we have a different c lause where the inspector can 
seize, say, a l l  the eggs so how could that ·individual sel l eggs 

when they are al l  seized? Or if all the chickens or turkeys are 
seized, how could they break the law when that happens? I 
am just wondering why this specific clause is in there. That 
provision is also in this legislation where they can do that. 
Say, for instance, Mr. Chairman, the accused breaks the law 
a second time, then surely the inspector that is doing the 
inspection could go in and seize almost everything. I do not 
know if this specific clause is a true requirement in this act. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The first 
problem is that chickens lay eggs every day. The second 
problem is that in seizing 50,000 chickens it is pretty hard to 
put them somewhere. You cannot exactly put them in the 
c loset and forget about them. Thirdly, you cannot walk away 
with a barn on your back. It is relatively easy to break the 
law. You cannot walk in and say, 'I am taking your chickens, " 
because you have to have somewhere to put them. Unless 
you have another barn, 50,000 chickens is a pretty hard thi ng 
to get rid of. Even if you did seize the chickens, they will 
probably go out and buy more. This can be a very lucrative 
business. That is why we have to do it this way , M r. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Zoe. 

MR. ZOE: Mr. Chairman, maybe another section could be 
added in under 'punishment', just prior to clause 28. If there 
is a substantial amount specified, and if somebody does 
cont inue to break the law, maybe there should be a specific 
amount in there should the individual maybe do it once, but 
if he does it more than once, then the substantial f ine could 
be imposed, rather than leave it wide open.  As the Minister 
said, it could be abused if the amount is very limited, and 
depending on the success of that specific business, they 
could break the law to continue on with their own business. 

If the punishment clause has a specific amount to discourage 
people from doing that, then I think a clause like that should 
be included, and then maybe clause 28 will not be abused. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I think 27(a) covers that, because 
there is a provision for imprisonment, which is the ultimate 
power, and that is to put somebody in prison. But I think 28 
is still valid because you may also use that. You may give, 
for example, three days or four days to clean up their act, or 
to cease doing business forever, recognizing the kind of area 
you are dealing in .  This is an incentive, I thi nk, for people not 
to try and break the law, but in terms of a corporation you are 
looking at f ines of potentially $5000 a day which, if continued 
for a month, would be $1 50,000 fine. In the case of an 
individual it could be as high as $365,000 a year, or it could 
be time in jail. I thi nk the deterrent is in there. 

We have to have that section in for the daily offence for those 
that take it in their mind that they are going to play games. 
It is just an additional deterrent to what we have already got 
in 27(a) and (b) . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : 
continuing offence. Agreed? 

Thank you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Clause 28 , 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Clause 29, proof of offence. 
Agreed? 

SOM E  HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
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---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 30, l iabi l ity of d i rectors. 
Ag reed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 31 , l im itation period. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 32, agreements with 
Canada. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 33, report to Legis lative 
Assembly. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 34, regulations. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Clause 35, coming into force. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Bi l l  as a whole. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Does the committee agree that 
B i l l  42, Agricu ltural Products Marketing Act, is now ready for 
th ird reading? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. I would l i ke to thank 
the Min ister and the witnesses. Mahsi Cho. I wi l l  rise now 
and report progress. 

ITEM 1 8: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MR. SPEAKER: I wou ld  l i ke to call the House back to order. 
Item 1 8, report of committee of the whole. The honourable 
Member for Deh Cho. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, your 
committee has been considering Bi l l  42 and wishes to report 
that Bill 42 is now ready for th i rd read ing .  M r. Speaker, I 
move that the report of the chai rman of committee of the 

whole be concurred with . Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: I would like to call the House back to order. 
Order please. Seconder to the motion, the honourable 
Member for Baffin Centra l .  The motion is in order. To the 
motion .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question .  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal led. Al l those in  
favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carried. 

--Carried 

Item 1 9, th i rd reading of bills. The honourable Member for 
Kival l ivik .  

ITEM 1 9: THIRD READING OF B ILLS 

Third Reading Of BIii 41 : Travel And Tourism Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, M r. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Amittuq ,  that B i l l  41 , Travel and Tou rism Act, be read for the 
third t ime. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion is in  order. To the 
motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal led. Al l  those In 
favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 41 has had th ird reading.  Third reading of bil ls. The 
honourable Member for Amittuq. 

Third Reading Of BIii 35: Natural Resources Conservation 
Trust Act 

HON. TITUS ALLOOLOO: Thank you, M r. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Kiva l l ivik, that Bil l 35, Natural Resources Conservation Trust 
Act, be read for the third time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion is i n  order. To the 
motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal led. All those in  
favour? Al l  those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 35 has had third reading .  Th i rd reading  of bi l ls .  Mr. 
Clerk, Item 20, orders of the day. The honourable Member for 
Kival l ivik. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr. Speaker, I was going to seek 
consent to proceed with third reading of B i l l  42. 

MR. SPEAKER: You require unanimous consent to return to 
th ird reading of b i l ls. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr. Speaker, could I seek 
unanimous consent to return to third reading of b i l ls? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
seeking u nanimous consent to return to Item 1 9. Are there 
any nays? There are no nays. Proceed. 
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HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr.  Speaker, could I seek consent 
to proceed with third reading of Bil l  42? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The honourable Member is 
seeking unanimous consent to proceed with third reading of 
Bil l  42. Are there any nays? There are no nays. Proceed. 

Third Reading Of 8111 42: Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, honourable colleagues. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded 
by the honourable Member for Iqaluit, that Bill 42, Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act, be read for the third time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion is in  order. To the 
motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been cal led. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried. 

-Carried 

Bi l l  42 has had third reading. Third reading of bi l ls. Mr. 
Clerk, Item 20, orders of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Mr. Speaker, 
meetings for Tuesday, July 2, 1 991 : at 9:00 a.m . ,  ajauqtit; at 
1 0 :00 a.m . ,  caucus; at 1 1  :30 a.m . ,  the special committee on 
constitutional reform. 

ITEM 20: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Tuesday, July 2, 1 991 . 

1 .  Prayer 

2. Min isters' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Oral Questions 

6. Written Questions 

7. Returns to Written Questions 

8. Repl ies to Opening Address 

9. Petitions 

1 0. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

1 1 .  Tabling of Documents 

1 2. Notices of Motions 

1 3. Notices of Motions for First Reading of Bi l ls 

1 4. Motions: Motion 22-91 (1 ) 

1 5. First Reading of Bil ls: Bi l l  36 and Bi l l  46 

1 6. Second Reading of Bil ls: Bi l ls 1 3, 40 and 45 

1 7. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of B i l is and 
Other Matters: Bill 44 and Bill 39 

1 8. Report of Committee of the Whole 

1 9. Th ird Reading of Bi l ls :  B i l l  34 

20. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House stands 
adjourned until 1 :30 p.m . ,  Tuesday, July 2, 1 991 . 

-ADJOURNMENT 
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