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SESSIONAL PAPER NO. 4

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

In Novembe r 196L,  th
app r o v e d  the  es t a b l i
mak e books and r e f e r
T e r r i t o r i a l  c i t i  zens
to l o c a t e the  s e r v i  c
the l i b r a r y  b u i l d i  ng
cen t e n n i  a l p r o j e c t .
app o i  n t e d Di r e  c t o r ,
and a c a t  a l o g u e r Jo i
An O rd i  nan ce t o P r o v
Nor t h w e s t T e r r i t o r i  e

e C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
shment o f  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  
ence  m a t e r i a l s  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  
. At  th e  nex t  s e s s i o n ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  
e ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Hay R i v e r ,  where  

w o u ld  be the  T e r r i t o r i e s i  a a j o r  
I n  19б5»  M i s s - ' P a t r i  c i a  L .  Smith was  

and in  1 9 6 6 , two c l e r k s  f rom  I n u v i k  
ned th e  s t a f f .  On November  10 ,  1 9 6 6 , 
i d e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  I n  The 
s was e n a c t e d  by C o u n c i l .

The h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ,  d e s i g n e d  by B i t t o r f - W e n s l e y , 
a r c h i t e c t s  o f  Edmonton,  w i l l  c o s t  $297 ,000  and w i l l  p r o v i d e  
S , 6 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  u s a b l e  s p a c e .  $250 ,000  o f  t h i s  c o s t  
i s  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  by the  f e d e r a l  governm ent  t h r o u g h  a 
C e n t e n n i a l  G r a n t .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  the  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be  
c o m p le t e d  by J a n u a ry  1,  1 9 6 8 ,. b u t  the  s t a f f  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  
Hay R i v e r  d o i n g  p r e p a r a t o r y  work b e f o r e  the  o p e n i n g .

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Government  w i l l  p r o v i d e  the  m a jo r  p o r t i o n  
o f  funds  f o r  b o t h  c a p i t a l  and o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  o f  the  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s .  D u r i n g  C e n t e n n i a l  y e a r  g r a n t s  o f  up t o  
$29,000  were  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  f o u r  com m uni t i e s  i n  the  
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  but  up t o  t h i s  t im e  o n l y  I n u v i k  and  
F r o b i s h e r  Bay have t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  o f f e r  f o r  l i b r a r i e s .  
F u t u r e  c a p i t a l  funds  w i l l  have t o  be p r o v i d e d  th r o u g h  the  
r e g u l a r  T e r r i t o r i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  Funds f o r  o p e r a t i n g  
the  h e a d q u a r t e r s  l i b r a r y  a t  Hay R i v e r  w i l l  come from the  
T e r r i t o r i a l  G ove rnm ent ,  w i t h  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  wh ich  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  s h a r i n g  i n  the  o p e r a t i n g  
c o s t s .  L i b r a r i e s  t h a t  do not  come i n t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
L i b r a r y  System w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  g r a n t s  f o r  p u r c h a s e  
o f  books  as i n  the p a s t .

The f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d  by ou r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s :

1.  R e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  
c e n t r a l  r e f e r e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  Hay R i v e r ,
as w e l l  as l o c a l  r e f e r e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  in  the  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the  l a r g e r  c e n t r e s ;

2. A p o o l  o f  b o o k s ,  m agaz ine  f i l e s  and o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l s  f r om  wh ich  member l i b r a r i e s  can  
b o r r o w .  Some can be r e t a i n e d  to  b u i l d  up 
pe rmanent  c o l l e c t i o n s  and o t h e r s  r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  
use t h r o u g h  the  T r a v e l l i n g  L i b r a r i e s  s e r v i c e ;

3.  An Open S h e l f  s e r v i c e  ( d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  by m a i l )  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  communit ie s  i n  wh ich  
l i b r a r i e s  have  not  y e t  b een  e s t a b l i s h e d ;

L . T r a i n i n g  o f  l o c a l  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  w o rk ;
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5. S p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  c h i l d r e n ;

6. G e n e r a l  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  l i b r a r y  g r o u p s ;

7- O p e r a t i o n  o f  a c e n t r a l  s e r v i c e  u n i t  at  h e a d 
q u a r t e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  c l e r i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  
b u s i n e s s  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  book p u r c h a s e s  
and c a t a l o u g i n g ,  f o r  member l i b r a r i e s .

A T e l e x  sy s tem  w i l l  be e 
of inter-library comiuni 
e n a b l e  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s
material from the Nation 
There will be an initial 
negotiations will be car 
installations already in

stablished to help ease the problem 
cation within the system, and to 
to obtain information and additional 
al Library and other major libraries.

i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  Hay R i v e r ,  and  
r i e d  f o r t h  t o  l i n k  t h i s  w i t h  

o p e r a t i o n  a t  o t h e r  c e n t r e s .

Some communit ies  have a l r e a d y  comp 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  own l i b r a r i e  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
p u r c h a s e d  w i l l  not  be t aken  away f  
( a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  hoped  th e y  w i l l  be 
l i b r a r i e s  when r e q u e s t e d ) .

i l e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  books  
s .  These  may be  ■
s y s t e m .  Books a l r e a d y  
rom t h e s e  l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s  

l o a n e d  f r e e l y  t o  o t h e r

The s y s t e m ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i l l  be  f u l l y  ( a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y )  
s t a f f e d .  S u b - d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e s  a t  such p l a c e s  as I n u v i k ,  
Rankin  I n l e t  and F r o b i s h e r  Bay w i l l  need  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  as 
l o c a l  s t o c k s  i n c r e a s e ;  t h e s e  w i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t a f f .  V o l u n t e e r s  may t a k e  c a r e  o f  s m a l l e r  community i 
l i b r a r i e s ,  b u t  th ey  w i l l  r e c e i v e  g u i d a n c e  and t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  
the P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  and w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  the  
D i r e c t o r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  t e c h n i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f  th e  
l i b r a r y  ( r e c o r d i n g  o f  m em bersh ip ,  c i r c u l a t i o n  and p e r i o d i c a l s ,  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  the  book  c o l l e c t i o n ,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
s e r v i c e s ) .  > i though  any r e s i d e n t  o f  the  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
w i l l  be  a b l e  to  b o r r o w  books  i n  any community i n  which  t h e r e  
i s  a member l i b r a r y , i t  i s  hoped  t h a t  th e  c l o s e  and a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  g r o u p s  w i l l  h e l p  t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  
m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  c h a r a c t e r .

The i n i t i a l  p h a se  i n  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  c o u l d  
be c o m p le t e d  i n  10 y e a r s  o r  l e s s .  G e n e r a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  at  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  l a r g e r  c e n t r e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o m p r i s e  
1 0 ,000  v o l ù i n e s , • i n c l u d i n g  • l o c a l  r e f e r e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  The 
c e n t r a l  reference' c o l l e c t i o n  at. Hay.; R- ive rr  i s - e x p e c t e d  t o  
c o n t a i n '  2., 000 vo lumes  . • • Appr6x imate ly< - ’ l 8 s0 0 0 '  .volumes w i l l  • 
be  u sed  : f o r  T r a v e l l i n g  L i b r a r y  e x c h a n g e s  and. the  • O p e n ' . S h e l f  
s e r v i c e .  A l t o g e t h e r „ " i t  i s '  hoped t h a t  70 ; 000: books  : w i l l  be  
out i n . thé  Ter  r i  t o r i e s ,  e i t h e r  as • t  empor a r y • o r  s e m i—permanent
c o l l e c t i o n s , . a n d  t h a t . - t h e  s e r v i c e  a s . a  w h o l e  w i l l ' i n c l u d e  
1 0 0 0 0 0  volume s ;  The f o l l o w i n g  10. y e a r s  m ayvs ee  an':: e x p a n s i o n  
o f .1 t h i s . :  S e r v i c e  which . sh o u ld ,  make . ^2 00,000:. v o l u m e s ~ r e a d i l y -  
a v a i l a b l e '  t o  the  • c i t i z e n s . '  o f  the  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  .


