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NOTES/COMMENTS:

Sec altached letter to Minister Chuck Strahl from Deue National Chief Bill Erasmu,

Implementing Tresaty & Aboriginal Rights Since 1970"
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February 5, 2010

Honourable Chuck Strahl

Minigter of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
House of Commons

Ottawa ON K1A 0A6
Dear Minister Strahl:

Re: Ordcr-ln-Counq‘! 1060

In correspondence to the Honourable Minister Miltenberger of the Government of the
Narthwest Territorics (GNWT), we raised the question as to the propriety of his department
using a 50 year old foderal Order-in-Council as authority to issue a Commission-in-Council
ordinance banning harvesting of barren ground caribou by anyone including the Dene based on
conservation. :

As required by the Northwest Territories Act (NWT A ¢t). your cabinet should have received the

ordinance which you have 4 responsibility to approve, subsequently lay before both houses of
parliament, in order tor it to become enforceabla.

As we understand 2.18(3) of the NWT Act, before any federal Order-in-Council can declare the
barren ground caribou as a spocics to be in danger of becoming extinet, there must be evidence
placed before you which would show that the barren ground caribou, as a species, is in fact in
danger of becormng extnt. The federal Order-in-Council would then provide the GNWT with
the legal authority to limit the Dene right to hunt barren ground caribou for fond. The gvidence
used by the GNWT w issue their ordinance was not provided to us.

However, we were told hy the GNWT officials that a herd of barren ground caribou was in
serious decline. The GNWT has put into practice of identifying barren ground caribou by
various herd names. A decline in the population of 2 herd docs not mean that the barren
ground caribou, as a species, is in danger of hecoming extinct, Climate change, development in
the habitat arca, the wolf population, and the other aspocts of the ecosystem could have
contributed to the decline of the herd causing mipration from the wildlife preserve created hy

the ordinance. These arc issucs that should have been discussed by the parties at length prior to
the Minister taking the action he did. ,
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Time 15 of the essence for our Dene hunters regarding the matter of the GNWT action, we are
asking you to provide us with an explanation as to why we should accept, as legitimate, the
action of passing an ordinance on the strength of a foderal Order-in-Council which was issucd
on information available in 1960 regarding the stale of the barren ground caribou population
during that period. In our view, we believe your dcpanment has 2 legal obligation o ¢nsure
that all official requirements have been met prior to approving an existing Order-in-Coungil or
issuing @ new Order-in-Council which affect their constitutionally protected rights.

We require your immediately attention to this urgent and important matter and await your
positive response to assist in dealing with resolving this issue.

Sincerel y/

-

Bill Erasmus
Dene National Chief
AFN Regional Chief, NWT

Ce.  Dene Leadership
Government of Northwest Territories Cabinet
Government of Northwest Territories MLAs
Govemnor General Madamce Michatlic Jean
Assembly of First Nation National Chicf Shawn Atleo
Commissioner of the Northwaest Territories,
Anthony W. J. Whitford , |
MP Western Arctic, Dennis Bevington
Marshall and Company
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