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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1985 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Richard, 
Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Rev. Short, would you lead us in prayer, please? 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

REV. PETER SHORT: Let us pray. 0 Lord, by whose Spirit all that has being is sustained, we who 
have gathered in this House of the people, offer to You and to one another the best ef forts of 
heart and mind and hand. Grant that in this place may be found faithful workers for the treasuring 
of the planet and for the life and health of the people. We thank You for those who have prepared 
a way before us and whose efforts have made possible this day. Let all that is said and done here 
be without selfish motive or regard for personal gain, and grant that compassion, diligence and 
faithfulness might arbitrate in all our ways, bringing honour to You in the service of Your 
daughters and sons, the people of this land. Amen. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. We will remain standing for 110 Canada11

• 

---11 0 Canada" 

Mr. Clerk, would you ascertain if the Commissioner is prepared to address this Assembly at this 
time? 

ITEM 2: COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Please be seated. Mr. Speaker, Members of the Legislative Assembly: It is 
my pleasure to welcome you to the fourth session of the 10th Legislative Assembly. There are a 
number of special guests present today and at the outset I would like to extend my warmest 
greetings to each of them. 

The Hon. David Crombie, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, is present. This is 
Mr. Crombie's second trip to the Northwest Territories in the last few months. His deep interest 
and growing understanding of our stage of development and our aspirations for change are greatly 
appreciated. 

We also have a long list of former Commissioners, Deputy Commissioners, and elected and appointed 
Members from previous Assemblies with us today. In particular, I would like to greet several of my 
own predecessors: R. Gordon Robertsbn served as Commissioner from November 1953 to July 1963; Bent 
G. Sivertz served from July 1963 to January 1967, and Stuart M. Hodgson, after serving as Deputy 
for two years, was Commissioner from March 1967 to April 1979. Welcome back, gentlemen. 

---Applause 
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I would also l'ike to recognize the attendance of former Deputy Commissioner Robert S. Pilot who 
served .from November 1979 to April 1984, the present Deputy Commissioner, Mrs. Agnes Semmler, and 
the many Members of former Assemblies who have decided to join us today. The presence of these men 
and women who have served so diligently over the years makes this a special occasion indeed. 

---Applause 

Constitutional And Political Evolution 

We would do well to reflect upon the speed at which the Northwest Territories has continued to 
evolve and progress in a constitutional and political way over the years. In 1951, two years 
before Gordon Robertson was Commissioner, the Northwest Territories Act was amended to provide, for 
the first time since 1905, for the inclusion of elected Members on the Council of the Northwest 
Territories. Three elected Members representing the Mackenzie Distr1ct joined five of their 
appointed colleagues on the Council. With the dual responsibilities of Commissioner and Deputy 
Minister of the newly created department of Northern Affairs and National Resources, Gordon 
Robertson directed the establishment of educational and social services across the North. 

In 1960, the practice of drawing Council appointees from the private sector was begun on an ongoing 
basis. Previously, only senior officers of the federal government were appointed to these 
positions. This change brought a wealth of experience into the Council and guaranteed that we 
would continue to have fresh perspectives on the governing of northern Canada. 

Ben Sivertz became Commissioner of the Territories in July of 1963 and was the first person to 
serve on a full-time basis. During his tenure, Mr. Sivertz was responsible for commencing the 
establishment of a territorial public service. 

In 1966, legislation was enacted to create electoral districts in the Eastern Arctic for the first 
time. In August of that year, Members from that part of the North were elected as Members to 
Council, including Simonie Michael, the first elected Inuit Member of the territorial Council. 

Stuart Hodgson was appointed Commissioner of the NWT in March of 1967. Mr. Hodgson was responsible 
for preparations leading up to the move of the territorial government to the North, and the 
establishing of administrations, first in the West and then in the Eastern Arctic. Under his 
leadership the Councils of the day took important steps toward responsible government, and the 
people across the North became aware of and active in governmental advancement and change. 

The terms of the last Members to be appointed to the territorial Council ended in January of 1975. 
From th at point onward the Council, now known as the Leg is 1 at i ve As semb 1 y, has been composed of 
elected Members, with a Speaker chosen by the Members. Today we have a Legislature of 24 persons. 
Its Members elect eight of their number to form an Executive, or cabinet, one of whom, the Hon. 
Richard Nerysoo, serves as Government Leader. In looking back over the last 34 years, I 
congratulate our predecessors for their dedication, tremendous services and determination in 
bringing the NWT to the point at which it stands today. 

Land Claims And Division Of The Territories 

This Assembly commenced its second year in January 1985. There is a likelihood that two important 
issues will be advanced substantially in the coming months. Land claims undoubtedly will continue 
to be actively pursued in 1985, and 1984 saw a significant step being taken with the signing of the 
Western Arctic Settlement Act. To the 2500 Inuvialuit living in the Beaufort Sea coastal region, 
the Act will ensure that they maintain essential control over their lands and any development that 
takes pl ace upon them. The upcoming year hopefu 11 y will see s imi 1 ar progress being made by the 
Dene and Metis throughout the Mackenzie Valley and by the Inuit of Nunavut. 

Division of the Territories has been a topic of major focus in the North for several years now. 
Just three weeks ago a significant hurdle was cleared with a preliminary framework for a boundary 
agreement being established. Deciding upon a border that suits the needs and aspirations of all 
residents will undoubtedly be reme�bered as one of the most complex issues ever faced by 
northerners. The ultimate settlement will be a tribute to the spirit of co-operation and integrity 
with which all parties have carried out these negotiations. 
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At th i s sess i o n the Mi n i ster of F i n ance wi l l  tab l e the 1 985 -86 budget for th i s  gov ernment . A l ong 
w i th the po l i t i c al g a i ns ment i o ned ear l i e r ,  the government w i l l  al so be enter i ng a new era of 
f i sc al respon s i b i l i ty in 1 985 w i t h the i ntrod uct i on of formu l a  fi n an c i ng . The Ex.ec ut i v e Counc i l  
w i l l  n ow be ab l e  to move w i th greater conf i dence i n  es t ab l i s h i ng s pend i ng pr i or i t i es on a somewh at 
l on ger -term bas i s  th an h ad prev i ous l y  been the  c ase . 

Major P r i or i ty D i rect i on s  For 1985 -86 

The past year h as been a busy one for the Execut i ve Counc i l  as it worked many l ong ho urs i n  
est ab l i sh i ng a comprehens i ve pr i or i ty framework to work w i t h i n  over the next th ree years . Th e 
creat i on of emp l oyment opportun i t i e s h as emerged as one of the maj or po l i cy thrusts  of my 
Exec ut i ve .  H and i n  h and w i th th i s  pr i o r i ty goes the recogn i t i on t h at a strong , d i vers i f i ed 
terr i tor i a l ec onomy i s  an essent i a l goal  of th i s  gov ernment . The Execut i v e i n tend s to further i t s  
efforts i n  strengthen i ng ex i st i ng b u s i nes ses and foster i ng the deve l opment of new i nd u str i es i n  t he  
North . 

C l ose l y t i ed to econom i c deve l opment i s  the po l i cy of th i s  Exec ut i ve to i mprove  the l eve l s and 
a va i l ab i l i ty of ed uc at i on to our res i dents t hroug hout the  North . My government f i rmly b e l i eves 
t h at the  ed uc at i on of our youth and the tra i n i ng  of our ad u l t s is es sent i al if we ex pect to share 
i n  t he benef i ts  b rought abo ut by econom i c  dev e l opment . 

I n  response to the i n i t i al f i nd i ngs of the spec i al l eg i s l at i ve commi ttee on ho u s i ng ,  the Exec ut i ve 
Counc i l h as al so made  a s i g n i f i c ant pr i or i ty comm i tment to improv i ng the ser i ous hou s i ng s i t u at i on 
i n  t he  NWT . H i gher 1 eve l s  of const ruct i on ,  prog rams to encour age home-ownersh i p , and i mpr oved 
ma i nten ance capab i l i t i e s al l f i g ure prom i nent l y  i n  th i s  gov ernment ' s  pl an s for the upcom i ng ye ar . 

T h e  Exec ut i ve Counc i l h as chosen wi s e l y  i n  determ i n i ng these maj or pr i or i ty d i rect i ons  for 
1 985-86 . I t  i s  an econ om i c  fact of l i fe t h at we are never ab l e  to do as much as we wou l d  l i ke to 
do i n  al l of the areas that de serve attent i on .  L i m i ted fund i ng l eve l s al ways put an upper l i m i t  on 
t he type of serv i ces t h at c an be prov i d ed . HO\'l'ever , I be l i eve t h at the cho i ces made by the  
Execut i ve are the be st po s s i b l e g i v en the f i n an c i a l  con s tra i nts  th at we are  i nev i t ab l y  fo rced to 
l i ve w i th i n .  A l l of these d i rect i o ns h ave my comp l ete s u pport . 

P as s i ng Of D i s t i ngu i s hed Northerners 

Several  wel l - l oved and respect ed c i t i zens of the NWT h ave passed aw ay s i nce our l ast ses s i o n ,  and I 
ask  th i s  House  to jo i n wi th me i n  honou r i ng the memory of the i r l i ves  among us . Fr i end s ,  f am i l y  
and c o l l e ag ues from E s k i mo Po i nt and across t h e  North were deep ly  s addened by t he death of Joe 
Cur l ey on November 1 9 .  Born i n  Repu l s e B ay i n  1 908 , Mr . Cu r l ey spent mo st of h i s l i f e h unt i n g and 
t r ap p i ng ,  and was an i nf l uent i al and h i g h l y  res pected member of h i s commun i ty.  He i s  s u rv i v ed by a 
l arge  fam i l y ,  i n c l u d i ng one of h i s son s , the Hon . Tag ak Cur l ey, MLA for A i v i l i k and M i n i ster of 
Econom i c  Devel opment and Tour i sm .  

Dr . J ack H i l des of W i n n i peg d i ed o n  November 28  after a l ong bout w i th c ancer . Dr . H i l des was  
k nown by many northerners for  h i s k i ndness  and  ded i c at i on to i mprov i ng hea l t h  serv i ces  i n  the  
Keewat i n .  I n  1983 Dr . H i l d es rece i v ed the Comm i s s i o ner ' s  Award for  pub l i c serv i ce at  the h i g hest 
l ev e l  in  recogn i t i on of h i s  extraord i n ary contr i b ut i o n s  to better i ng the qua l i ty of l i fe i n  the 
Nort h . 

A res pected member of the  Ak l av i k  commun i ty ,  J o seph I l l i s i ak ,  p as sed away i n  November at the age of 
83 . Mr . I l l i s i ak was a trapper i n  the Mack e n z i e De l t a  for most of h i s l i fe and an el d er i n  the 
Ang l i c an Ch urch . 

Mrs . A l  i c e H ardy from Fort Norman d i ed o n  Decembe r  30 at the  age of 7 2 .  Over the l as t  20 ye ar s 
Mrs . H ardy was a strong supporter of the cont i n ued deve l opment of n at i ve art s and crafts . She was 
a l so act i ve in  t he  N at i ve Women ' s  As soc i at i on and served as a member of the Comm i s s i oner ' s  Awards 
comm i ttee from December 1 96 7  to J an u ary 1 979 . 

We j o i n the peop l e  of Fort Reso l ut i on i n  the i r sorrow ov er the pas s i n g of the i r o l dest  and one of 
t h e i r most respect ed res i dent s ,  Anto i ne Beau l i eu ,  who d i ed J an u ary 20 at t he grand age of 108 
years . Mr . Beau l i eu was born at Sal t R i ver and mov ed to Fort Reso l ut i on i n  1 940 . He was a hunter 
and a t r apper , we l l - k nown for h i s  strength and b ravery. 
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J u s t  three d ays ago , a res pected former Member of th i s  House , Robert P orr i tt of H ay R i ver and Fort 
R e so l uti on , d i ed as a res u l t  of a s troke at the age of 80 . Mr . Porr i tt was f i rst e l ect ed i n  1954 
and  served for a tot a l  of three terms . He  h ad ho ped to be present  tod ay to v i s i t  wi t h  h i s  former 
c o l l e ag ues . H i s  ded i c at ed serv i ce to t h e  House  and to the commu n i t i es south  of Great S l av e  L ake  
were  gre at l y  apprec i at ed .  

C ommi s s i oner ' s  Awards  

T h rough the med i um of  Comm i s s i on er ' s  Aw ard s ,  per sons  offer i n g out s t and i ng pu b l i c  serv i ce and  those  
who perform acts of  br avery c an be  recogn i z ed . I am p l eased to anno unce awards to  t he fo l l owi ng  
person s .  Dr . Otto  Sch aefer of  Edmonton i s  to rec e i ve  the  Comm i s s i oner ' s  Aw ard at the  h i g hest l ev e l  
i n  recogn i t i on o f  h i s  outst and i ng contr i b ut i on t o  i mprov i ng t he h e a l th and n utr i t i on of n at i ve 
northerners  over the  l ast  30 ye ars . From 1 964 u nt i l h i s ret i rement  l ast ye ar , Dr . Sch aefer serv ed 
as d i rector of t h e  Nort hern Med i c a l Rese arch  Un i t .  As a v al ued member of the N WT W ater Bo ard , Dr . 
Sch aefer al so brought h i s  med i c a l ex pert i s e to be ar on env i ronment a l  and occ u p at i on al heal t h  
concerns  i n  t h e  Nort h . 

I am p l eased to announce t h at Mr . H ugh F e ag an i s  al so to be recogn i z ed at the h i g hest l eve l  for h i s  
ye ars  of out st and i ng pub l i c  serv i c e wi th the Royal  C an ad i an Mounted Po l i c e .  Present l y  Ch i ef 
S u per i ntendent of 1

1 G 11 D i v i s i on ,  Mr . F e ag an w i l l  be ret i r i ng i n  Apr i l  of th i s  ye ar . Throughout h i s  
d i s t i n g u i shed c areer , Mr . Feag an h as won respect and adm i rat i on not on l y  fo r h i s ded i c at i on to l aw 
enforcement i n  t h e  Nort h ,  b ut a l so for the ro l e  he h as p l ayed i n  re k i nd l i ng a s p i r i t  of c omm un i ty 
serv i c e  wi t h i n  the  RCMP . As we l l ,  Mr . Feag an h as serv ed St . John Amb u l ance i n  f i r s t  ai d at ev ery 
l ev e l  and as a h ard -wor k i ng and d ed i c at ed off i cer w i th i n  t he organ i z at i on wherever he  h as been 
posted  i n  C an ad a .  

Mr . D an 0 1 Ne i l l  o f  C ambr i dge  B ay i s  be i ng recog n i zed at the h i ghest  l eve l  for resc u i n g  an 
u n c o n s c i o us  man from t he burn i ng  Fort Frank l i n  Co-op store l ast  Apr i l .  W i th tot al d i sreg ard for 
h i s  own s afety,  Mr . O ' Ne i l l  twi c e  entered the  smo ke-f i l l ed bu i l d i ng to mak e sure that no one 
rem a i n ed t r ap p ed in  the  b l aze . 

I n  Novemb er 1984 ,  Den i se  Drybones of R ae at t empted to enter a b u rn i ng home to re s c ue i t s t hree 
s l ee p i ng  oc c u p ant s . Unfort u n at e l y ,  a l ong  wi th  the  occ up ant s , s he  per i s h ed i n  the f i re ,  and for 
t h i s  b r ave act s he i s  be i ng recogn i z ed posth umou s l y  at the second l eve l . 

At the  t i me of present at i on of these  awards , much more w i l l  be s a i d  abo ut th ese peop l e .  

T u r n i ng n ow to the u pc om i ng ye ar , 1 98 5  w i l l  mark the c e l ebrat i on of two s pec i al occas i o ns i n  
C an ad a .  F i rst , th i s  ye ar mark s t h e  cent enn i a l of the  est ab l i s hment of t h e  N at i ona l  P ar k s  system .  
I n  t h e  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es we are fort un ate  to h ave wor l d c l ass ex amp l es of parks  wh i ch so wel l 
represent the  beauty of our nat u r a l her i t age . Second , 1 985 h as been proc l a i med by the Un i t ed 
N at i ons to be t h e  I nt e r n at i o n a l  Y e ar of t h e  Yout h . The  NWT w i l l  part i c i pate thr ough sever a l  
i n i t i at i v e s  to be  an n o u nced by  the  M i n i s t er of  Hea l th  and  S oc i al S erv i ces . 

Government P rogr ams And  P o l i c i es 

I t  i s  not my i nt ent i on now to rev i ew the  acc omp l i s hments  of my gov ernment ov er the past ye ar , nor 
to o ut l i ne in d et a i l  f ut u re p l ans and pr i or i t i es .  Y ou \'J i l l  be co ns i der i ng c l o s e l y  t he act i v i t i es 
of each gov ernment dep artment dur i n g th i s  budget sess i on and these  d i s c u s s i on s  wi l l  be l ed by the  
approp r i ate M i n i ster . I w i l l  t ake t h i s  opport u n i ty, however ,  to  br i ng to  yo ur at tent i on some 
events  and new proj ec t s  th at wi l l  affect the  res i d en t s  of the North\-Jest Terr i to r i es . 

T h e  D e p artment of Loc a l  Gov ernment wi l l  cont i nue i t s  effort s to dev e l op  strong l oc al gov ernment and 
reg i on al counc i l s .  P l ans to prov i de recreat i o n al f ac i l i t i es and much needed res i d ent i al l ot s  i n  
many northern  commun i t i es ref l ect the pr i or i t i es est ab l i s h ed by the Execut i v e Coun c i l .  

An  al coh o l  an d drug  ed uc at i o n pr ogram prep ared wi t h  ex ten s i v e  commun i ty i nv o l vement , a new NWT 
h e a l th educ  at i on prog r am d ev e l o ped j o i n t l y  w i th t h e  Dep artment of He a l t h , and a progr am for 
ch i l dren  w i t h  spec i a l need s al l f i gure  prom i nent l y  i n  the Dep artment of Ed u c at i on ' s p l ans for 
1 985 . The ad u l t ed u c at i on and Arct i c  Co l l ege prog r ams w i l l  a l so rece i ve i ncreased att ent i on . 
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The Dep artment of He al th  and Soc i a l Serv i ces  wi l l  be stepp i ng up i t s efforts to red uce the 
al armi ng l y  h i gh rate of smo k i ng in the  Northwest Terr i tor i es .  The department al so ex pects to be 
tender i n g for the con struct i on of the new St anton  Y e l l owk n i fe Hos p i t al th i s  sp r i ng .  In the area  of 
soc i al serv i c e s ,  the new B aff i n  Correct i on al Centre w i l l  be f u l ly  operat i o n al by October . Stu d i es 
of met hods by wh i ch our h and i c apped and sen i o r c i t i zens  c an be better serv ed wi l l  al so be 
u ndert aken . The t ask force on s pou s al as s au l t  w i l l  soon h ave comp l et ed i t s t r ave l and 
con s u l t at i on s  in commun i t i e s ac ross  the North . It is ex pected th at a pr e l i m i n ary report wi l l  be 
presented at th i s  sess i on .  It  w i l l  serve as a g u i de for the dev e l opment of a co-ord i n at ed and 
effect i v e st rategy to deal wi th th i s  prob l em .  

A s  men t i oned e ar l i er ,  ho u s i ng i s  a maj or pr i or i ty of th i s  government . A s  a resu l t ,  th e NWT Hous i ng 
Corpor at i o n ' s  budget wi l l  be i ncreas ed by 1 8  per cent t o  $54 m i l l i on i n  1985 . I am p l e a s ed to 
announce  th at con s t r uct i on wi l l  soon beg i n  on a two mi l l i on dol l ar sen i or c i t i zens  comp l ex i n  
R ae-Ed zo . I t  i s  a n  exce l  l ent ex amp l e  of how a model f ac i l i ty c an resu l t  when a commu n i ty become s 
i nv o l v ed i n  a proj ec t from the very beg i n n i n g .  

The  Dep artment of Personne l  wi l l  soon beg i n  to i mp l ement th i s  gov ernment ' s  aff i rm at i v e act i on 
po l i cy .  It w i l l  f i rst be d i rect ed toward n at i ve emp l oyment and then be expanded to i n c l ude women 
and the  h and i c apped . I b e l i eve  th at th i s  po l i cy wi l l  go a l ong way toward mak i ng the terr i t o r i al 
g over nment more representat i ve of the peop l e  it serves . 

At t h i s s es s i on ,  the M i n i ster of Gover nment Serv i ces w i l l  be s peak i ng abo ut two s u b j ects of 
con s i d e r ab l e  i nt erest to northe rner s :  the sa l e of the Northern  Trans port at i o n Com pany L i m i ted and 
the rev i s ed b u s i ness  i ncent i ve po l i cy .  

I n  t he c omi ng year t h e  Dep artment of Renew ab l e  Re sources w i l l  b e  p l  ac i ng i nc re a s ed emph as i s  o n  
strengthen i ng t h e  renewab l e  resource sector o f  our  economy . Fund i n g l ev e l s for h u n t er s  and 
t r ap pers as soc i at i ons and out post c amp prog r ams w i l l  be i n crea sed s i g n i f i c an t l y . 

The  Department of Econom i c  Dev e l opment and  T o u r i sm w i  1 1  al so be i n troduc i ng progr ams to s trengthen  
the  terr i to r i a l  economy . Entreprene u r i a l  t r a i n i ng ,  a compr ehen s i v e art s  and  crafts  st rat egy, and  a 
venture c ap i t al f u nd w i l l  a l l be prog r ams undert aken i n  1 98 5 .  C o n s t ruct i on of t h e  NWT p av i l i on for 
E x po 1 86 w i l l  beg i n  th i s  summer in V ancouver . 

P ropo s ed Legi s l at i on 

D u r i ng  th i s  ses s i on a l eg i s l at i ve progr am of 1 0  b i l l s  wi l l  be i ntrod uced fo r yo ur con s i d e r at i on .  
Amendments to t he fo l l owi ng ord i n ances w i l l  be ad v anced : P ub l i c  Serv i c e ,  Young  Offenders , C o u n c i l  
Ret i r i ng A l l owances , I n t erpret at i on ,  and Wor k er s • C ompens at i on .  Four f i n anc i a l  b i l l s  wi l l  be 
presented : S u p p l ementary Appropr i at i on Ord i n an c e ,  No . 3, 1 9 84-85;  Appropr i at i on O rd i n an c e ,  
1 985 -86 ; F i n an c i a l  Ag reement Ord i n ance , 1 985 ; a n d  L o an Auth o r i zat i on Ord i n ance , No . 1 ,  1 985 -86 . A 
new Counc i l Ord i n ance w i l l  be i nt rod uc ed . My M i n i s t ers c on s i der these b i l l s es sent i al to the  good 
cond uct  of government b u s i ness  and I recommend the  pas s age  of eac h  one of them . 

I n  recog n i t i on of our  ad v anc i ng const i t u t i on a l  po s i t i on as a gov ernmen t , and i n  l i n e wi th us u a l  
C an ad i an pr act i ce ,  t h e  Government Le ader w i l l  o ut l i ne a proposed c h ange i n  t h e  s ty l e  of n ami ng our  
l eg i s l at i o n i n  a st at ement to th i s  House  to be  mad e  short l y . 

I now commend to you for yo ur earnest  con s i d e r at i on and w i s e  j udgment the bus i n e s s  of th i s  Ho u s e  as 
I d ec l are o pen t he fourth  sess i on of t h e  1 0th  A s s emb ly  of t h e  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es .  

- - -App l au s e  

MR . S P EAKER : P l e ase be seat ed . A Spe aker g ets  very l i t t l e  opport un i ty t o  s p e ak s o  tod ay I am 
go i ng to enj oy mys e l f  bec au s e  among  the g a l l ery we h av e  many o l d fr i end s .  I t  i s  a pr i v i l eqe  an d an 
honour tod ay to recogn i ze so many , d i st i n g u i s h ed g uests  i n  t he Speaker ' s  g a l l ery b ut you w i l l  j u s t  
h av e  to wa i t  to meet mo st o f  them un t i l l ater i n  the  proceed i ng s  wh en w e  m a k e  presen t at i o n s . I 
wo u l d  at t h i s  t i me ,  however , l i ke to recogn i ze the  Hon . D av i d  Crombi e ,  M i n i ster of I ndi an and 
North ern Aff a i r s . W e l come Mr . and Mrs . C romb i e .  

- - -App l au s e  
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We h aJJ e  rec e i ved many t e l egrams and l etters  of con g r at u l at i o n s  from var i o u s  oth e r  l eg i s l at u re s  
ac ros s  C an ada tod ay .  S ome of  t h ese n otes  m i ght  l e ad you  to  b e l i eve t h at t h ese q u arters w i l l  be t he  
perm anent  h e ad q u arters  of  th i s  government . I wou l d  l i k e to  ma ke  i t  ab und ant l y  c l e ar th at a l t ho u g h  
w e  a r e  p l e a sed w i th  o ur  i mproved s u rround i ng s ,  t h i s  i s  a t empor ary h ome unt i l  s uch t i me a s  a proper 
l eg i s l at i v e bu i l d i n g c a n  be s u pp l i ed and we t r u s t , Mr . M i n i s ter , t h at wi t h i n  t he  next f i ve  ye ars  we 
m i g ht  h ave s ome word on when t h at m i ght  be d on e .  

- - - L au g h ter  

T r i b u te  To  F o rmer Member s 

On t he open i ng of s uch a b u i l d i ng ,  t h e  North w i l l  h ave t r u l y  c ome pf age and become a f u l l y  
ac c red i t ed membe r  o f  o ur  Confed e r at i on .  Tod ay i n  o u r  g a l l ery are many past Members  of t he  
Northwest  Terr i to r i es Counc i l  or A s s emb l y  a s  s ome of  t h e  newer Memb ers refer to  o ur as soc i at i on .  I 
t h o u g h t  I m i g h t  po i n t out to some of our  e l ected Member s ,  i f  they re a l l y  want to h av e  a good  l oo k  
a t  t h e  appo i nt ed Members , t h at t h ere r e a l l y  aren ' t  any o f  t h em  w i th two o r  t hree h e ad s . T he  
appo i n ted  Members  a re  very  muc h  1 i k e a l  1 o f  us a n d  over  t h e  ye ars h av e  h ad to  t ak e , o n  sev er a l  
ace  as i a n s , t h e  b r u nt of  a few r at her severe  r emar k s  and t h ey were  not ab  l e  to  prot ect t h em se  1 ve s  
i n asmu c h  as th ey were not here . So I i ntend  to do th at fo r t hem tod ay .  

I t  may be  wor t h  not i ng th at i n  twenty- some ye ars of p u b  1 i c 1 i f  e I h av e  nev er fo und  any re ason  to 
b e l i eve t h at a per s o n ' s  i nt e l l i gence ,  ab i l i t i es or  d ed i c at i on were i n c reas ed or decrea sed by t h e  
pro c e s s  o f  appo i ntment o r  b y  e l ect i on .  T o  t h o s e  appo i nted , t he  Comm i s s i oners , t h e  Deputy 
C omm i s s i o ner s , t he C l e r k s  and to  t he  appo i nt ed Members , t h ank yo u .  We c ou l d  n ot h ave r e ac h ed t h e  
po i n t o f  s e l f - determ i n at i on th at w e  enj oy tod ay i f  yo u h ad not l eg i s l at ed ch ang e ,  espec i a l l y  ch ange  
i n  t he  n umber of  Membe rs e l ect ed to t h i s  Hou s e .  

- - -App l au s e  

You 1 i ter  a 1 1  y v ot ed yo u r s e l ves o ut of ex i stence  when yo ur j o b  was d o n e .  W e  m i ss  yo u ,  w e  t h ank you 
for a we l l - done  j o b . To the  e l ected Member s ,  yo u ran , yo u won , yo u served . We co u l d  ask no more  
of  any per son . Th ank  yo u .  

- - -App l au s e  

As ment i on ed by C amm i s s  i o ner  P arker , I a 1 s o  note w i th regret t h e  pas s i ng of Bobby Porr i t t ,  a good 
f r i end  and a l on g  serv i ng Member of th i s  Hou s e . I am s ure  Members  wi 1 1  j o i n wi t h  me i n  p a s s i ng on 
our c o n do l ences to Mr . Porr i t t ' s  f am i l y  and many fr i e nd s . It i s  my u nderst and i ng t h at t he f uner a l  
o f  Mr . P orr i tt wi l l  be  h e l d i n  H ay R i v er on  F r i d ay afternoon  at 3 : 00 a n d  t ran sportat i o n wi l l  be 
m ade av a i l ab l e  to Members w i s h i ng to attend . 

I t  h as been p o i n t ed o ut to me t h at on t h i s  d ay i n  1 8 6 5  t he  Hon . J . A . M ac don al d  o pen ed t h e  
confeder at i on debate  i n  t h e  Leg i s l at i v e As semb l y  of C an ad a .  I t  may we l l  be t h at t h i s  fo urth  
s e s s i on of t he  1 0t h  A s s emb l y  of  t h e  Nort h west Terr i tor i es m ay be d e b at i ng s i m i l ar mat ters i n  regard  
t o  t h e  N orthwest  Terr i t or i e s dev e l opment  i n  th i s  s e s s i on .  I t  i s  h ard to be l i ev e  but th i s  ye ar , 
1985 , i s  t h e  1 0th year of t h e  Nort hwest Terr i to r i es  Leg i s l at i ve As semb l y  be i ng f u l l y  e l ected . 
H appy ann i v ers ary . Th an k yo u . 

To t h e  order s of t h e  d ay ,  I t em 3 ,  Members ' rep l i e s .  Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TEM  3 :  M EMBER S ' R E P L I E S 

Mot i on Of  Apprec i at i o n 

HON . R I C HAR D N E RYSOO : Yes , Mr . Speaker . I am p l e a s ed to mo v e  a mot i on of apprec i at i on to t he  
Comm i s s i o n e r ' s  Addres s .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Nerysoo . Mr . B u t ter s . 

Mot i o n Of Apprec i at i o n Seconded  

HON . TOM  B UTTERS : Mr . Spe aker , I am pr i v i l eged to  s econd the  mot i on of  apprec i at i on j u st m ade by  
my co l l eague , t h e  Hon . R i c h ard N erysoo . 
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MR . SPEAKER : Orders of the day ,  Item 4 ,  M i n i s t ers ' st at eme nts .  I tem 5 ,  not i ces  of mo t i on fo r 
f i r st r e ad i ng of b i l l s .  Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TE M  5 :  NOT I C ES  OF MOT I ON FOR F I RST R EAD I NG OF B I L L S  

N ot i ce O f  Mot i o n For F i r st Read i ng O f  B i l l  1 -85 ( 1 ) :  I nter pret at i on Act 

HON . R I C HARD NERYSOO : Mr . Speaker , I g i ve not i ce th at on F r i d ay,  February 8th , 1 9 8 5 ,  I s h al l  move 
th at B i l l  1 -85 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the I n terpret at i on Act , be read for the fi rst  t i me . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank  you .  I t em 5 ,  not i ces  of mot i on for fi rst  read i ng of bi l l s .  Mr . Nerysoo . 

Not i ce Of Mot i o n For F i r st R e ad i ng Of B i l l  2-8 5 ( 1 ) : P u b l i c  Serv i ce Act 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Mr . Spe aker , I g i v e  not i c e t h at on Fr i d ay ,  Febru ary 8th , 1 985 , I sh al l mov e  
th at B i l l  2 -85 ( 1 ) ,  A n  Act t o  Amend t h e  P u b l i c  Serv i ce Act , b e  read for t h e  f i rst t i me .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you .  Any further  not i ces of mot i o n ?  Mr . W r ay .  

Not i ce Of  Mot i o n For F i r st Read i ng Of  B i l l  3 -85 ( 1 ) :  Worker s ' Compen s at i on Act 

HON . GOR DON WRAY : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speak er .  I g i ve not i ce th at on F r i d ay, Feb r u ary 8th , 1 9 8 5 ,  I 
s h a l l mov e  th at B i l l  3 -85 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the Wor ke rs ' Compens at i on Act , be read for the f i r s t  
t i me .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you . Mr . Butters . 

Not i ce Of Mot i o n F or F i rst  Read i ng Of B i l l  7 -85 ( 1 ) :  Appropr i at i on Act , 1985 -86 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Spe aker , I g i ve not i ce th at on F r i day, Fe b r u ary 8th , 198 5 ,  I s h al l move t h at 
B i l l  7 - 85 ( 1 ) ,  An Act Respec t i ng E x pend i t ures  fo r the P u b l i c  Serv i c e for the F i n an c i al  Y e ar End i ng 
t h e  3 1 s t  D ay of M arch , 198 6 ,  be r e ad for the f i rst  t i me .  

M R .  S P EAKER : Th ank you .  Mr . B utter s . 

Not i ce Of Mot i on For  F i r st  Read i ng Of B i l l  8-85 ( 1 ) :  F i n anc i a l Agr eement Act , 1 985 

HON . TOM B UTTERS : Mr . Spe aker ,  I g i ve not i ce t h at on Fr i d ay,  February 8th , 1 98 5 ,  I s h a l l  move t h at 
B i l l  8 -85 ( 1 ) , An Ac t Res pect i n g a F i n anc i a l Agreement Between the Northwest Terr i t o r i es  and the  
Government of  C an ad a ,  be re ad for the  f i rst t i me .  

Not i ce Of  Mot i o n F o r  F � r st Read i ng O f  B i l l  9 -85 ( 1 ) :  L o an Author i z at i on Act , No . 1 ,  1 985-86 

Wh i l e  I am on my feet , i f  I may g i ve n ot i ce to. the  next two b i l l s , Mr . Speaker , I wo u l d  g i ve not i c e  
th at o n  Fr i d ay ,  February 8th , 1 985 , I s h a l l mo v e  th at B i l l  9-85 ( 1 ) , A n  Act t o  Author i z e the  
Commi s s i oner to Borrow Fu nds and  Make  Lo ans to M un i c i p a l i t i es in  the  Northwest Terr i tor i es D u r i nq  
t h e  F i n anc i a l  Year 1 985 -86 , be  read  for  the fi r s t  t i me .  

Not i ce O f  Mot i on For F i rst  Read i n g O f  B i l l  1 0 -85 ( 1 ) : Supp l ement ary Appropr i at i on Act , No . 3 ,  
1984-85 

Mr . Speaker , I g i ve not i c e t h at on Fr i d ay ,  Febr u ary 8th , 1 98 5 ,  I s h a l l move t h at B i l l  1 0-85 ( 1 ) ,  An 
Act Respect i ng  Add i t i on a l  E x pend i t u r e s  for the  P u b l i c  Serv i ce for the 1 984-85 F i n an c i al  Y e ar , be 
r e ad for the f i rst t i me .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you , Mr . M i n i $ t er . Not i ce s . L ast c a l l ,  not i c es . 

I t em 6 ,  t ab l i ng of docume nt s .  

I t em 7 ,  o r al q u est i o n s . Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSO O :  Mr . Speaker ,. I wou l d  l i ke to s eek u n an i mous cons ent to ret urn to t ab l i ng of 
doc umen t s , p l ease . 
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MR . SPEAKER : U n a n i mous consent  to go bac k  to an i tem . Are there any n ays ? 

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Ag reed 

MR . SPEAKER : Proceed , Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TEM 6 :  TABL I NG O F  DOCUMENTS 

HON . R I CHAR D NER YSOO : Mr . Speaker , I wi s h  to t ab l e  the  fo l l ow i ng  doc ument : T ab l ed Doc ument 
1 -85 ( 1 ) ,  Gover nment of the Nort hwest Terr i tor i e s  1 9 84 An n u a l  R eport . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you .  T ab l i ng of doc ument s .  Mr . P at ter son . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSO N : I f  I may, Mr . Speaker ,  I .  w i sh  to t ab l e  the fo l l ow i ng document : T ab l ed 
Doc ument 2-85 ( 1 ) ,  Se l f-Government for Northern Peop l es : C a n ad a  and the  C i rc umpo l ar Story, A Report 
to t h e  Government of the Nort hwest Terr i tor i es , prepared by Peter J u l l .  Th ank you . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you , Mr . M i n i ster . T ab l i ng of doc umen t s . 

I t em 7 ,  o r al q uest i on s . 

I t em 8 ,  wr i tten  q uest i o n s . 

I tem 9 ,  r e t ur n s . 

I t em 1 0 ,  pet i t i on s . 

I t em 1 1 ,  reports of s t and i ng and s pec i al c omm i ttees . 

I t em 1 2 ,  not i c es of mot i on .  

I t em 1 3 ,  mot i o n s . 

I t em 1 4 ,  f i rst re ad i ng of b i l l s .  Mr . W ray .  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . 
3-85 ( 1 ) .  

I wo u l d  l i ke to seek u n an i mous con sent for B i l  1 

MR . S P EAKER : U n an i mou s  con s ent bei n g  requested for f i r st  read i ng of B i l 1 3 -85  ( 1 ) .  Are there any 
n ays?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR . S P EAKER : Proceed , Mr . Wr ay .  

I TEM 1 4 : F I RST  R EAD I NG OF B I L L S  

F i r s t  R e ad i ng Of B i l l  3-85 ( 1 ) :  Worker s ' C ompen s at i o n A c t  

HO N . GOR DON WRAY : Th ank you , Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speaker , I mov e ,  seconded by t h e  hon o u r ab l e  Member 
for P i n e Po i nt ,  th at B i l l  3 -85 ( 1 ) , An  Act  to Amend the  Wor kers ' C ompen s at i on Act , be read for the 
f i rst t i me .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you . F i rst r e ad i ng of b i l l s .  B i l l  3-85 ( 1 )  h as h ad f i rst re ad i ng .  Are there  
any  furth er f i r st  read i ng of  b i l l s ? Mr �  Butter s . 

HON . TOM BUTTER S :  Mr . Spe ak e r ,  I seek  un an i mo u s  con sent  to move  f i r s t  re ad i ng of B i l l  7 - 85 ( 1 ) , 
Appropr i at i on Act , 1 985 -86 . 
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MR . SPEAKER : U n an i mous consent for f i r s t  read i ng of B i l l  7-85 ( 1 ) .  Are there any nays ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR . SPEAKER : Proceed , Mr . Butters . 

F i r st Read i ng Of B i l l  7-85 ( 1 ) : Appropr i at i on Act , 1 985 -86 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : B i l l  7 -85 ( 1 ) ,  An Act Respect i n g Expend i t ures  for the Pub l i c  Serv i ce for the 
F i n anc i a l  Year End i ng the 3 1 s t Day of March , 1986 , be re ad for the f i rst t i me . 

MR .  SPEAKER : F i rst read i ng of b i l l s .  

I tem 1 5 ,  second read i ng of b i l l s .  Nobody go i ng to t ake a c h ance tod ay? 

I tem 16, con s i derat i on. i n  commi ttee of the who l e · of b i l l s and other matters . It  i s  my 
underst and i ng th at un an i mous  con sent h as been requested to h ave the Mi n i ster of I nd i an Aff ai rs , the 
Hon . D av i d  Cromb i e , address the Assemb ly  i n  comm i ttee of t he who l e .  I s  th i s  agreed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR . S P EAKER : Are there any n ays ? 

I TEM 16 : CON S I DERAT I ON I N  COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE  OF B I LLS  AND OTHER MATTERS 

We w i l l  reso l ve i nto comm i ttee of the who l e  w i th Mr . Wah -Shee in t he c h a i r . 

PROCEED I NGS IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONS I DER ADDRESS BY THE HON .  DAV I D  CROMB IE TO TH E 
LEG I SLAT I V E  ASSEMBLY 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Commi ttee wi l l  now come to order . Does  the comm i ttee ag ree that we are 
now re ady to hear from the Mi n i ster?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Wou l d  the Sergean t - at -Arms p l e ase request the M i n i ster ' s  appearance? 

Address  By Hon . D av i d  Cromb i e  To The Legi s l at i v e Assemb l y  

HON . DAV I D  CROMB I E :  Mr . Ch a i rman , Members of t h e  As semb l y , d i s t i ng u i s h ed g uest s ,  fr i ends from bot h  
North and South o f  Si xty and peop l es of the  NWT : I want to thank  you ,  f i rst of al 1 ,  very much for 
t he opportun i ty to s peak wi th you today .  I br i ng w i t h me the greet i ngs of Pr i me M i n i ster B r i an 
Mu l roney . He h as h ad a l i fe- l ong s pec i a l i nt erest i n  C an ad a ' s  North and C an ad a ' s nort herners and I 
h ave been asked to make s ure , by h i m, t h at I convey to you h i s  best wi shes . 

( I n u kt i t ut trans l at i on )  Greet i ngs to a l l t he  peop l e  of the  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es . 

( S l avey/Dogr i b  trans l at i on )  Greet i ngs to a l l the peop l e  of the  Northwest Ter r i tor i es .  

( French Tran s l at i on )  Greet i ngs to al l the peop l e  of the Northwest Terr i tor i es .  

I am very p l e ased to be ab l e  to jo i n you i n  ce l ebr at i ng another m i l estone i n  your h i story, the  
open i ng of  the  new ch ambers of  th i s  As s emb l y . You  h ave  moved strong l y  to  create a fu l l y-e l ected 
As semb l y, represent i ng a l l reg i ons and a l l peop l es of the NWT . In al l of C an ad a , the devel opment 
of new democ r at i c  i ns t i tut i on s  h as never been so fu l l  or so rap i d .  Your i ns t i tut i ons  are 
we l l -g rounded i n  t he matur i ty and expe r i ence of peop l e  from al l wa l ks of l i fe .  Your devot i on to 
h i gh pr i nc i p l e  and v i l l age det ai l ,  your respect and reconc i l i at i on of reg i ons and peop l es of many 
c u l t ures , your co-operat i on for common g o a l s  are your g i ft and your examp l e  from the North to al l 
of Can ad a . 



10 -

H i story h as moved swi ft l y  i n  recent t i mes . Just  2 5  years ag o ,  John  D i efenbaker  gave C an ad a  h i s 
v i s i on of the  Nort h . Soon afterwards he bec ame the  f i rst i nc umbent Pr i me Mi n i ster to v i s i t  the  
NWT . I t  was 20 years ago th at h i s  government prepared a bi l l  for P ar l i amen t to ch ang e th e NWT i nto 
a M ac k en z i e  terr i tory and an eastern  N u n as s i  aq t e r r i tory . Mr . D i efe n baker ' s  M i n i sters of the d ay ,  
A l v i n  H am i l ton  and t h e  l ate  Wa l t er D i nsd a l e ,  saw c l e ar l y  th at gov ernment and adm i n i strat i on i n  
t h e s e  Terr i to r i es must g row fran t h e  ex per i ence of t h ose i t  serves . They r e a l i zed that peop l e  wi th  
1 ong  and r i ch  p asts  mu st not  be as k ed to ab andon the i r i d ent i t i e s to  su i t  Ot t awa  mand at es  or  
off i c i al conven i ence , and  they rea l i zed the  needs  of  new peop l e  a nd n ew c ommun i t i es must  be  met . 

N at i ve L e aders And  E l ected Off i c i a l s  I n  For ums 

You too h ave t aken a f ar-s i ghted appro ach in a creat i ve po l i t i c al proces s . Un l i ke t he exper i ence  
i n  so uthern  C an ad a , here  i n  the North , d i s c u s s i ons  and  p l an n i ng  for  const i t ut i o n a l  dev e l opment h ave  
i nc l u d ed n at i ve peop l es .  I ndeed , the  or i g i n a l peop l es of t he Terr i to r i es h ave s h own t he s ame 
l e adersh i p  i n  th i s  process th at they h ave  shown i n  the  F i rst  Mi n i sters ' C onferences on Abor i g i n al 
R i ghts i n  Ott awa .  Your two const i t ut i on al forums are un i q u e ,  br i ng i ng together yo ur e l ected 
off i c i a l s  wi th  l eaders  of the n at i ve peop l es to ex p l ore  and sec ure soc i al and po l i t i c al con s e n s u s  
on  const i t ut i on al d eve l opment . Th i s  i s  a maj or precedent . Peop l es a n d  governments i n  A l as k a ,  i n  
northern  E urope and e l sewh ere are watc h i n g you r  dev e l o pments wi t h  great i nterest . The  resu l t  i s  
t h at n at i ve peopl es part i c i pate  i n  p ub l i c  go vernment w i th t he i r  fe l l ow c i t i zens as one veh i c l e  to  
rea l i z e the i r as p i r at i ons  and to protect  the i r co l l ect i ve  i d e n t i ty and  future . And  in  devel op i n9 
government to ac commod ate th e i r  d i vers i ty t h ey h ave ensu red w i der powers and w i der opport un i t i es 
for al l northern res i dents , n at i v e and non - n at i ve al i ke .  

F o u r  ye ars ago ,  a spec i a l comm i ttee of your As semb l y repo rted t h at th e manner i n  wh i c h the  
Terr i tor i es were def i n ed was n ot s u p port ed by  most  of  i ts peop l e .  I n  the  p l eb i sc i te of A pr i l 1 982 ,  
a maj or i ty of voters ac ross  the Terr i tor i e s s up ported d i v i s i on .  The  L eg i s l at i v e As semb l y acc epted 
the res u l t s wi t ho ut a s i ng l e  oppos i ng v ot e .  Less t h an j ust a month ago , t he \tJ est ern and N un avut  
Const i t u t i ona l  For ums reached con s e n s u s  on  t h e  mo st acc ept ab l e  proc ess  for  def i n i ng the boun d ar i e s 
of the two new ter r i tor i es .  I t  i s  i n  th i s  cont ext of th i s  recent h i story t h at we h ave he ard yo ur 
c l e ar , e l oquent , fi rm and i n nov at i v e c a l l for  fun d amen t a l  ch ange  in  your  democ r at i c  i ns t i t u t i ons . 
The c a l l h as come from Members of the  As semb l y , l e aders of Dene ,  I n u v i a l u i t ,  I n u i t  a nd Met i s  
i n st i t ut i on s ,  yo u r  Members of P ar l i amen t , and the  Exec ut i v e Counc i l  of yo ur gov ernmen t . 

A c c ept ance  T h at D i v i s i on I s  Des i r ab l e  

Tod ay ,  as p art of the  ded i c at i on of these  ch ambers , I want to add to th i s  h i stor i c  moment to 
res pond and to accept the  w i s h es of the peop l e  of t h e  Ter r i tor i es . 

- - -App l au s e  

I accept your own w i sdom that t h e  d i v i s i on of t h e  Terr i to r i es i s  des i r ab l e .  T h e  peop l e  of t h e  
E astern  Arct i c  h av e  been thoro u gh l y  comm i t t ed t o  creat i on of a N u n av ut ter r i tory for many ye ars . 
The broad b ase of s u p port for th e i r  d r e am  c uts ac ross  r eg i on ,  p arty and c u l t u r al bou n d ar i es .  There  
i s  a rec ogn i t i o n of  the s i ncer i ty an d i nt en s i ty of  the  d r i ve  to make N u n av ut a po l i t i c a l re a l i ty . 
From the  out set a member group of th i s  N u n av ut d r e am  h as been t h e  I n u v i  al u i t  i n  the Be au fort S e a  
reg i on a n d  o n e  o f  the i r po l i t i c a l go a l s h as been a n e w  const i t ut i o n a l  arr angement th at ref l ec t s  t h e  
d es i re o f  the i r  c ommun i t i es f o r  a reg i o n al government . 

The peop l e  of the  West h ave a l so t h e i r  d re am .  A const i t ut i on t h at both g u ar an tees the po l i t i c a l 
v o i c e  of i t s  abor i g i n a l peop l e  and one th at h astens  the  t r ansfer  from Ott awa of emerg i ng prov i nc i a l  
powers . Underst and ab l y , the peop l e  of  the  Eas t ern Arct i c  s h are t h i s  des i re to  ach i eve greater  
autho r i ty i n  re l at i on to  prov i nc i a l  concern s .  

There  h as been e 1 abor at e cons u l t at i o n by the  peo p 1 e wi th the  peo p 1 e .  There seems to be con s en s u s  
t h at t h e  bound ary process wh i ch i s  b e i ng fo l l owed i s  both pr act i cal a nd sens i b l e .  I f i nd and my 
gov ernment f i nd s the l og i c  of the  dec i s i on compe l l i n g .  Th e i nt e g r i ty of the I n u v i a l u i t  c l a i ms are a  
i s  protected ,  a s  i s  th at o f  t h e  M ac k en z i e corr i do r ,  and  I am c on f i dent t h at the  Government o f  th e 
Northwest  Terr i tor i e s wi l l  be ab l e  to acc ommod at e  the  wi s h e s  of the border  commun i t i e s .  

T h e  t i me for c h ange  h as come . There i s  ev ery reason to mo v e  ahe ad , and there are no reasons  to 
ho l d  b ac k . The o n l y  s i gn i f i c ant q uest i on l eft to as k ,  i t  seems to me , i s  h ow and when t h e s e  
s t u n n i ng ch a l l enges  sho u l d  t a k e  p l  ace . Your  l e aders  h av e  ask e d  t h at wh e n  d i v i s i on occ urs , the  
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t r an sfer  of power w i l l  be done i n  a man ner  wh i c h en s u res  the  smooth and cont i n uous  f l ow of pu b l i c  
s e rv i c e s . I agree . I n  ad d i t i on ,  the  s ecur i ty of t err i tor i al government emp l oyees s hou l d  n ot be 
j eo p ard i zed . Soc i a l st ab i l i ty mu s t  be protected . No  d i s r u pt i o n of the econom i c  or adm i n i s t r at i ve 
patterns  of the western t er r i tory s ho u l d  o ccur . 

T as k  Of Dev e l opment Of Const i t ut i on s  

M any h ands w i l l  b e  req u i red for t he  work of b u i l d i n g N u n av ut . T h e  i mp l ement at i on of N u n av ut w i l l 
requ i r e the  effort  of i nd i v i d ua l s ,  ag enc i e s ,  and non - governmenta l  groups . We wi l l  rel y heav i l y  on 
ad v i c e from the  As semb l y  and t he  Gover nment of t he  Nort hwest Terr i t or i es a nd t he  N u n avut  
C o n st i t ut i on a l  Forum . Thom as Su l u k ,  Member of P ar l i ament for N u n ats i aq and  a l on g - t ime ad voc at e  of 
N u n av u t ,  h as offered to p l ay an act i ve ro l e  i n  the  process  of i mp l emen t at i o n .  

C reat i on of N u n av ut w i l l  req u i re c l ose ex am i n at i o n of the  pu b l i c  s erv i c es and adm i n i s t r at i ve 
c ap ac i ty current l y  i n  p l ace i n  t he  E a stern  Arc t i c .  C arefu l p l an n i nq  w i l l  be nec e s s ary to ba l ance  
-:: he n eed to  u p g r ade t h ese serv i ces and  c ap ac i ty w i th the  f i n an c i al l i mi t at i ons  now f ac i ng t he  
fed era l  government . 

The  t a s k  of deve l o p i ng a co n st i t ut i on for the  new we stern  terr i t ory i s  an ex c i t i nq and an i n s p i r i ng 
o ne .  The work of the  As semb ly  and t he  Gover nment of t he  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es and the  Western  
Con st i t u t i o n a l  Forum w i l l  cont i n ue to  have  t he  strong  s u pport  of  the  Gov ernment of  C an ad a .  And  I 
k now t h at the  West w i l l  be ab l e  to co unt on the  ab l e  and th oughtfu l  ass i s t ance of t he i r  Member of 
P a r l i ament , Dave N i c k erson ; i n  th e i r effort s . 

P roj ected D ate  For D i v i s i o n 

I b e l i e v e  i t  to be t he  commo n reso l v e of al l of us , th at the P ar l i ament of C an ad a  transform the 
Nort hwest Terr i t or i es i n to two n ew terr i t o r i es by the  ex p i ry of the  c u rrent t erm of the L eg i s l at i ve 
A s s emb l y  i n  1 987 . Th ese  terr i t or i e s  wi l l  be eq u i pped  wi th  const i t ut i o n s  t a i l or-mad e  to ac h i ev e  the 
obj ect i ve we a l l s h are : strong , r e s pon s i b l e , northern governments t h at c apt ure and ref l ect the 
u n i q u e  soc i a l v a l ues  and ec onom i c  re a l i t i e s on wh i c h th ey wi l l  be  b u i l t .  

I recog n i ze the need of the I n u v i a l u i t  for s at i s f actory arr an gements  for the i r commun i t i e s and 
u nderst and t he forum w i l l  att empt to acc ommodate the w i s h es of t he  I n u v i al u i t i n  wor k i ng out t h e  
pr i nc i p l es f o r  suff i c i e nt  reg i o n a l au tonomy . And , o f  course , s afeg uar d i n g t h e  i nterests  of the 
Dene and Met i s  peop l e  i s  a matter of the  g reatest f u nd amen t al i m port ance . .  we are prepared to  
co n s i der any propo s al s wh i c h wi l l  h armon i o u s l y  ba l ance  the abor i g i n a l r i g ht s  of  these  peo p l e and 
t he i nd i v i d u al r i ghts  of a l l .  And a l l C an ad i an s ,  a l l northerner s ,  be t h ey f i rst northerners or 
n or t h erners  by cho i c e ,  must  be ab l e  to re l y  on the bas i c  fu n d amen t a l  r i qhts  and freed om s  wh i c h the 
C an ad i an po l i t i c al t r ad i t i on g u arant ees t h em . 

T he se i s s ues must h ave bo l d  and c r e at i ve reso l ut i o n .  You m ay want to ex p l ore t he c r e at i on of 
spec i a l i n s t i t ut i on s  ch arged wi t h  protec t i on of abor i g i n a l  i nteres t s ,  the struct u r i ng of e l ect ora l  
represent at i on to en s ure the stre ngth  of  commun i ty i d en t i ty a n d  a l l eg i an ce ,  the  entrenc hment of  
s t rong  ro l es for l oc a l and reg i on a l l e v e l s o f  government , mech an i sms for  a h i g h d e gree  of 
d emoc r acy ,  and t he retent i on of t he opt i on of abor i g i n al c ommun i t i es to benef i t  from any 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h an ge  reg ard i n g s e l f -government . The ran g e  of opt i on s  i s  wi de , and it i s  s ubj ect 
o n l y  to the bounds  of our i m ag i n at i on and the r i ch opportun i t i es of C an ad a ' s po l i t i c al t r ad i t i o n s . 

L an d  C l a i ms S et t l ement  Not  A P re-Cond i t i o n 

I d o  not see the  s et t l ement of the  c l a i ms of any abor i g i n al peop l e  as a pre-co nd i t i on t o  
s i g n i f i c ant  con st i t u t i o n a l  deve l opment . A t  t h e  s ame t i me ,  I t h i n k i t  i s  obv i o us th at w e  c an n ot 
perm i t  const i t ut i o n al deve l opment wh i ch wou l d  prej u d i ce t h ose c l a i m s . N e i t h er c an we s u p port 
terr i t o r i a l  government powers  i n  respect of n at u r a l resources  un l e s s  the ri g ht s  and i nterests  of 
abor i g i n al peop l es h a ve been adeq u at e l y  protected . 

R es ource  R ev en ues  

I k now you  reg ard t he  q uest  i on of  re sources as an extreme l y  i m port ant one . The  peop l es of  t h e  
North  h a v e  made  w i s e  u s e  o f  th e i r resource s  i n  t h e  past and they d o  so tod ay .  I t  i s  not ac ceptab l e  
t h at t h ey s hou l d  be den i ed a vo i ce i n  the  u se  of m i ner al s ,  o i l  and g as .  And  I i nt e nd to s e ek t h e  
s u pport o f  my c ab i net co l l e agues  t o  st art d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h i s reg ard wi th  terr i t o r i a l  go v ernmen t s . 
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These  d i  s c u s s"f on s cou l d  l e ad to j o i nt federa l  /terr i tor i a l  n atura l  reso urce man agement and the 
s h ar i ag of revenues der i ved from dev e l opment . There are some not ab l e  C an ad i an prec edent s ,  
i n c l ud i n g ag reements  wi th At l ant i c  proy i nces concern i n g off shore resources . I l ook  fonvard to 
ex p l or i ng t he i nteres t i ng pro pos al , your propos al , t h at resource revenues be poo l ed and s h ared 
ac ros s  terr i tor i a l  bo undar i es and I accept , as you suggest , the part i c i pat i o n of abor i g i n al groups  
in  these d i scu s s i ons on resource man agement and reven ue . 

L ad i es and gen t l emen , t h i s  i s  the f i rst t i me t h at I ,  as a represent at i ve of t he feder al government , 
h ave  spoken on northern po l i t i c a l deve l opment . I hope th at I h ave been  c l ear . We want to h ave  an 
end to uncert ai nty wh i ch d ampens econom i c  growt h .  We want f a i rnes s ,  we want res pect for abor i g i n a l 
t r ad i t i on and the cher i s h i ng and recogn i t i on of ancestra l  home l and s . We want to respond to 
req uests  of your e l ect ed l e aders . 

As I h ave s poken th ese words I f i nd myse l f  h umb l ed by the h i story of the moment . I n  mak i ng maps 
and mak i ng l aws , in d i scu s s i ng trad i t i on s  and r i ghts , we are g i v i ng a sh ape and a d i rect i on to the 
l i fe of t h i s  l and forever after u s .  It  i s  es sent i al th at we are g u i ded by our best mot i ves and our 
c l e arest j ud gment . The new North cannot be born i n  pett i ness , or so it wi l l  l i ve .  It  can not be 
sh aped i n  mere s e l f - i nterest or it w i l l  bec ome mean-mi nded . It must be open to the w i dest pos s i b l e 
future bec ause the ch i l dren of the peop l e who made  th i s  l and , both l ong  ago and i n  recent 
ch a l l e nge , dese rve a l l of th at .  Th ank you for l i sten i ng to my words .  

- - -Ap p l ause 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  On beh a lf  of t he comm i ttee I wou l d  l i ke to th ank the M i n i s ter for h i s 
add ress and I wo u l d  l i ke to comp l i ment h i m  on h i s  knowl edge of the abor i g i n a l  l ang uage . 

- - - L aughter 

The  comm i ttee h as he ard from the  Mi n i ster and do you agree t h at the matter i s  now conc l uded ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Ag reed 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) : 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Wah -Shee . 

wi l l  then  r i s e  and report progres s .  Th ank you .  

I TEM 1 7 :  R EPORT O F  COMMITTEE O F  THE WHOLE 

R E PORT OF  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF ADDRESS BY THE HON . DAV I D  CROMB I E  TO THE LEG I SLAT I VE ASSEMBLY 

MR . WAH -SHEE : Mr . Speaker , your commi ttee h as heard an add ress  from the Hon . Dav i d  Cromb i e ,  
M i n i ster of I nd i an Aff a i rs and Northern  Devel opment ,  and wi sh to report th i s  matter con c l uded .  

Mot i on To Accept Report Of  Comm i ttee Of The Who l e ,  C arr i ed 

Mr . Spe aker , I move th at the report of t he c omm i ttee of the who l e  be concurred wi t h . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . The commi ttee h as h e ard the  report . Are you agreed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Carr i ed 

MR . SPEAKER : Before I c a l l  for orders of the day,  I wou l d  l i ke to make present at i on s . P ardon me , 
Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Yes , Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke to seek un an i mous consent to ret urn  to 
M i n i st er s ' st at ement s . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 
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MR . SP EAKER : Are there any n ays ? Proceed , Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TEM  4 :  M I N I STERS ' STAT EMENTS 

M i n i s t er ' s  St at ement On  Addres s By Hon . D av i d  Cromb i e 

H ON . R I CHAR D NERYSOO : Mr . Speak er , i t  i s  my p l e a s u r e  and pr i v i l ege on beh al f of the Exec ut i v e 
Counc i l  of t h e  Northwest Terr i tor i es to wel come t h e  Hon . D av i d  Cromb i e ,  M i n i s t er of I ndi an Af f a i rs  
and  Northern  Devel opment , to th i s  Ho u s e  tod ay . I wou l d  al so  l i k e to  ex tend to al l our  ot her 
g ues t s ,  e s pec i al ly  t h o se who h ad to tr avel t o  Y e l l owk n i fe ,  greet i ngs and a warm wel come . 

Mr . Speaker , I am s ure t h at l i ke me , everyone e l se here tod ay must  h ave a fee l i ng of h i s tory be i ng  
m ad e  i n  th e i r  pre sen c e .  The speech of  th e M i n i s t er h as ad d re s s ed the current  i s s u e s  of  great 
i mport ance to the  Nort hwest Terr i tori es . I am referr i ng ,  of course ,  to the q uest i on of t h e  
P. s t ab l i s hment o f  N u n avut , the  det erm i n at i o n o f  the  compo s i t i on and con st i t ut i on of t h e  we st ern 
terr i tory, cons t i t ut i o n al ev o l ut i on of the Terr i tor i es toward fu l l  respons i b l e  governme n t ,  t h e  
s et t l ement of c l a i m s  o f  abor i g i n a l  peop l es o f  t h e  Northwest  Terr i tor i e s and the  quest i on of s h ar i nq 
t he reven ues from resou rces of t h e  Terr i tor i es . Mr . Speak e r ,  as al l res i dents of the  Nort hwest 
Terr i t or i e s know , these i s s u e s  ar e of fund ament al i mport ance to us . The Mi n i s ter , Mr . Spe aker , i s  
to be c o n g r at u l at ed for mak i ng a c l e ar s t at eme nt on e ach of t h ose i s s ues . As el ect ed l e aders of 
the Northwest Terr i tor i es ,  it mak e s  our t a s k  so much e as i e r kno wi ng the v i ew of the Gover nment of 
C an ad a  on t h e se i s s u es . 

On our p art , we want to as s ure the M i n i s t er t h at t h e  Gover nment of t h e  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es w i l l  
cont i n ue to pursue  these  i s s ues  and wi l l  l end f u l l support  to the �·h n i ster  as he deal s wi th  h i s  
government on t h o se i s s ues . Mr . S pe ak er , we are eng aged i n  n at i on b u i l d i ng tod ay and we must  not  
m i n i m i ze the  i mport ance of  i t .  Th i s  i s  pr o b ab l y  the l ast front i er of  Can ad a wh ere such  i s s u e s  wi l l  
ar i se and where s o l ut i o ns  w i l l  h ave to be found th at are s u i t ab l e  to the un i q ue c o nd i t i ons of t h e  
No rthwest Ter r i t or i e s .  W e  are a pe op l e  wi th  a l o ng h i story . O u r  po pu l at i on i s  mad e up of 
abor i g i n al peo p l es who h ave been here for t h o u s ands of years and of peop l e  wh o ,  i n  h i s tor i c a l 
terms , h av e  arr i ved here recent l y . Any so l ut i on s  proposed fo r the Ter r i tor i es must  recog n i z e  the  
mu l t i c u l t u r al make-up  of  the  Northwest Terr i tor i es and  prot ect and  prov i de for  t he as p i rat i o ns of  
r e s i dents  of  al l r aces . I am conf i d ent  th at wi th  the  gu i d ance  and wi s d om th at th i s  Ho use  c an 
prov i de ,  yo ur g overnment w i l l  cont i n ue to p u r s ue t h o se a i ms and asp i r at i on s .  

Mr . S pe a k e r ,  I want t o  t ake t h i s  opport un i ty t o  address  the  fo ri:ner Memb ers of the  Leg i s l at i v e 
A s s emb l y ,  former Comm i s s i oners an d other  spec i a l gue s t s , among whom I co u l d  not ov er l oo k  former 
Members  of P ar l i ament th at are pres ent h ere tod ay .  I hope t h at i n  v i ewi ng the  proceed i ngs tod ay 
and i n  sub sequent days they wi l l  go home wi t h  a feel i ng of s at i s f act i on and pr i d e th at democrat i c  
i n s t i t ut i o ns i n  t h e  Northwest Terr i t or i es are a l i ve and we l l .  

Mr . Spe aker , we are go i ng t h rough , and h ave been g o i ng through a con s t i tut i o n al ev o l ut i on wh i ch by 
i t s very n at ure may at t i mes  appear to be s l ow and fr u s t r at i ng .  However , i t  en s u res th at t h e  
progress  t h at i t  m ak es i s  prog ress  th at i s  bu i l t  on a s o l i d  foundat i on not t o  b e  sh aken off o r  
destroyed at the  f i rst  st orm th at i t  encounters . Mr . Spe ak er , the  seed s o f  th i s  con st i t u t i o n a l  
evo l ut i on were sown by o ur g uests  tod ay a n d  t h e i r  predeces sors . We ,  therefore , owe t h em  a debt o f  
g r at i t ud e . 

Mr . Spe ak e r , i n  con c l u s i on ,  I want  to t h an k  the  Hon . Dav i d  Cromb i e  for ap pe ar i ng before the  
Leg i s l at i ve As s emb l y  i n  i t s new prem i ses  and  g i v i ng u s  h i s  v i ews . I hope t h at our new prem i s e s  
w i l l  b e  the  c e n t r e  o f  sev er al more h i s t or i c a l occ as i o ns  as w e  cont i n ue o u r  con s t i t ut i o n a l march  
toward f u l l  and res pon s i b l e  gover nment .  Th ank  you  very muc h ,  Mr . S pe aker . 

- - -Ap p l au s e  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you very muc h ,  Mr . Nerysoo . I wo u l d  l i ke t o  t ake th i s  opport un i ty of 
recog n 1 z 1 ng in the  ga l l ery , Mr . Su l u k and Mr . N i c k erson . I ap o l og i ze for not doi n g  th at pr ev i o u s l y  
but Mr . N i c kerson  i s  s uch a f am i l' i ar f i g ure aro u nd h ere d o i ng h i s  j ob al l the t i me th at he j u s t  
f i t s  wi t h  t h e  furn i t ure . 

- - -L aughter 

- - -A pp l au s e  
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We al s o· h av e  wi t h  u s  tod ay ,  Sen ator  W i l l i e Ad ams . 

- - -App l au s e  

Before I c a l l  f o r  t h e  orders  o f  t h e  d ay ,  I wo u l d  l i k e to  mak e a present at i on of commemo r at i v t. 
med a l l i o ns  to our  s pec i al g u e st s . The C l erk w i l l  c a l l t he n ames and  I wou l d  be o b l i g ed i f  you 
wou l d  come forward to be met by the Gov ernment L e ader , Mr . Nerys oo and Mr . Butter s , for the  
presen t at i on .  After  t h e  present at i on ,  Members m ay proceed to the  Members '  l o u n ge or m ay ret urn t o  
t h e i r seat s  f o r  the  c l o s e  o f  the  sess i on .  Do I h av e  un an i mo u s  c o n s e n t  t o  al l ow our  g ue s t s  i n s i de 
t h e  r o pe s ?  

SOME H O N .  MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank you very k i nd l y . Mr . C l erk . 

C L ERK OF THE  HOUSE  ( Mr .  H am i l ton ) :  St u art M .  Hod g s o n , B e n  G .  S i vert z ,  R .  Gordon Ro bert son , Joh n 
H .  P arker , Ag n e s  Semm l er ,  Robert S .  P i l ot ,  Abe O k p i k ,  E . J .  Scott i e  G a l l ,  Den n i s M .  Coo l i c an ,  A i r 
Mars h a l H u gh C ampbe l l ,  L l oyd I .  B arber , J .  Gord o n  G i b s o n , F r a n k  V a l l ee ,  Lou i s  A .  Desrocher s ,  P i erre  
Genest , Lo u i s H ame l i n ,  Sen ator  W i l l i e Ad ams , I pee l ee K i l ab u k , S i mo n i e  Mi c h ae l , Dav i d  N i c kerson , 
L e n a  Peder sen , M ark E v a l uarj u k ,  George B r aden , Peter F r a s e r ,  W i l l i am Lya l l ,  Peter Erner k , D av i d  H .  
S e ar l e ,  Ay l i ffe  P at C arey , J ames Ar r e ak , Robert  N .  H arvey ,  J ames R abesc a ,  W i l l i am N o ah ,  Kane  
To l og an ak , R i c h ard Wh i t ford , B ryan S .  Pe arson , Joh n P ar k e r . 

MR . S P EAKER : I not i ce th at we h ave another p ar l i ament ar i an w i th  u s . I wo u l d l i ke to recogn i ze 
B arry Tu rner , MP , Member for Ot t aw a .  

- - -App l au s e  

C a l l t h e  H o u s e  back  to  order . A r e  there any ann o u n c emen t s , Mr . C l er k ?  

C L E R K  O F  TH E HOUSE  ( Mr .  H am i l t on ) : Ann o u n c ement s ,  Mr . Spe aker . There wi l l  b e  a meet i ng o f  the  
s t a nd i ng  c ommi ttee on  f i n ance and  p u b l i c  acc o u n t s  tomorrow morn i ng at 9 : 30 a . m .  i n  the  c aucus  room .  

I TEM 1 8 : O R D E R S  OF T H E  DAY 

Orders  of the d ay for Th ursd ay ,  Febr u ary 7th at 1 : 00 p . m .  

1 .  P r ayer 

2 .  Member s ' Rep l i e s 

3 .  M i n i s t e r s ' St at ement s  

4 .  O r a l  Quest i on s  

5 .  W r i t t e n  Quest i on s  

6 .  Ret u r n s  

7 .  P et i t i o n s  

Reports  of St and i ng and  Spec i a l  C omm i t t e e s  

T ab l i ng of Doc umen t s  

Not i c es  of Mot i o n 

8 .  

9 .  

1 0 .  

1 1 .  

1 2 .  

Not i c es of Mot i on for F i rst  R e ad i ng of B i l l s  

Mot i on s  

1 3 .  F i rst  Re ad i ng o f  B i l l s  
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o u r ned un t i l 1 :00 p . m . Th u r sd a y , Feb r u a ry 

7 t h . 

- - -A D J O U R N M E N T  
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